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LETTER CCCXCIX. 

FROM MADAME DE S£VIGN£ TO MADAME DB GRIGNAN. 
\ o u. ^Tl^(^R9Gk8, Sunday, March 33, 1676. 

I AM in very gho'A'.hfi^^^f my, "^Q^r, hit ih my rebel- 
lious hands there is nt^ilkerrl^yme^nor reascAi I-th^re-p 
fore employ the littlci gijKfb? rt he ?ast time: she is the 
sweetest girl in thfe ^roirld^.I know not what I should 
have done without hAr^*siie>ead«?wt)atever i wistf, and 
you see how she writes ; she loves me,' is vcry-obligipg, 
and likes to talk of madame de Grignan ; in 'shert, i 
beg you to love her for my sake. 

THE LITTLE GIRL FOR HERSELF. 

t SHOULD be too happy, madam, were that the case : I 
dare say you envy me the pleasure of being .constantly 
about my lady, your mother : she made me write 
all this in praise of myself : I am perfectly ashamed of 

VOL. IV. B 
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U ; and am, at the same time, grieved at the (hoi 
of her departure. 

CONTINUED FOB MADAME DE siviGNE. 

Mt little girl wished to talk to you a little : but n< 
retaro to you, my dear child, to tell you, that ex* 
my toods^ which I do not escpect to be well till 
weather is warm, you hare no reason to say, you cc 
act know me* My face is not altered, my mind 
temper are the same as ever: I am a little thinner 
deed, but that I am not sorry for : I walk out and t 
the air, without any uneasiness ; and the only reason 
their sitting up with me is, because I cannot con 
niently turn myself yet in my bed ; but I sleep lik 
top. I must own this is a little uncomfortable, and tl 
I find it so, but, my dear, we must suffer whatevei 
pleases God to inlHct on us ; and I may think mys 
▼ery happy in being so well as I am, for you kn< 
what sort of thing;^ a, rheumatism- jt)0 deal with, j 
to yoar qui»ii«4,:*I*;wi^l ei^Mer. jikthi the words 
Mf4ea: •*•• • *' \ .•!. ..-: 

Cest ainsl qu'^n S>aitaDt je ttfus fais mes adleux *. 

Thia I hvvt donc^' ^d/te>^lii^alh shall resume m 
beanlifiil haakii/ t wnk it may be so feryoursaki 
oiy dear, and the love you bear me : besides, I abool 
not be very unwilling myself to give yo« tkiepleasun 
The good princess has paid me a visit to-day : she in 
quired if I had heard from you ; I wished for your an 
swer, to have giv^n her. I'he indolence of a country 
Kfip makes oim atlentivo lo tbesjS little things. I eonic 
not help bUiabkig nkfu^ this eame into my head, and 

* It i| ihiis *a> pwrt'u>j; I bid you a4kik 
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she reddened a little too. I should have been glad yott 
had discharged that debt a little sooner on my account : 
she sets off on Wednesday^ owing to the death of M. 
de Valois, and I shall set out on Tuesday, that I may 
#]eep at Laval. I shall not write to you on Wednesday^ 
8o do not be uneasy at not hearing from me. But I 
shall write from Malicorne, where I intend to atay two 
days to rest myself: I begin already to feel the want 
of my Rttle secretary. 

You ima^ne that we have bad weather here; we 
have Provence weather here, but what surprises me is, 
that you hav€ Britany weather with you : I supposed 
yoars a thousand times finer, and you supposed ours a 
thousand times worse than it really is. I have made 
the most of the season, imagining we may have a re- 
turn of winter in April or May, which I am accord- 
ingly going to pass in Paris. And now, bad you but 
seen me play the sick and delicate lady in my bed* 
gown, my arm-chair, my pillows, and my night-cap, 
believe me, you would not have known me again for 
the person who used to dress so light and airily, with- 
out cap, cloak, or bonnet, and who never sat upon any 
thing but a folding chair; but this rheumatism has 
wrought a total change. I forgot to tell you that our 
uncle de Sevigne is dead. Madame de la Fayette now 
inherits her niter's fortune. M. du Plessis Guin6gant 
is dead also. You know what is necessary to be done 
with respect to his wife. 

Corbinelli tells me, I lose all my wit and spirit, when 
I dictate : so that he will correspond with me no longer : 
I believe he is right ; I find my style flat, be yon more 
generous, my dear, and continue to charm ne with 
your entertaining letters. I entreat you to calculate 
the moons during year pregnancy ; if yon lie in a 
single d^ after the ninth moon, yimr in&nt will live ; 
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if not^ do not expect a miracle. X shall set t 
Tuesday ; the roads are as good as in summer^ I 
have a sharp north-east wind that cuts my poor 
to pieces: I must have hot weather for them^ ste 
nothing: I am very well otherwise, and it is 
enough to see a woman, that looks well in the fac 
like an infant ^ but we become used to these incon 
ences. 

Adieu, my dearest : continue to love me, and re* 
in return the tenderest attachment that ever unitei 
rent to child. I felt our separation during my 11] 
and often thought, that it would have been a great c 
fort to have had you with me. I have given or 
that your letters may find me at Malicorne. I enib 
the count, or rather, I desire him to embrace me. 
am wholly yours, and so is the good abbe, wht 
reckoning and calculating from morning till night, 
is not a penny the richer for it, so completely has \ 
province bten fleeced 

LETTER CCCC. 

TO THE SAME. 

Laval, Tuesday, March 24, 16/6, 

And why should I not write to you to-d^, if I can? 
set out this morning from the Rocks, in the most d 
lightful weather: spring is opened in our woods. Tl 
little girl was taken away early in the morning to pi 
vent the violent sallies of her grief: her sorrows are tl 
sorrows of a child, but then they are so natural, tht 
come so immediately from the heart, that it is impo: 
sible not to be affected with them; perhaps she ma 
be dancing now. Two days ago she was a perfe( 
fountain; I have given her no good example of sell 
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governance. To you only it belongs^ ray dear, to unite 
tenJeniess and resolution. I am very well, and be- 
iiaved very well upon the road. The confinement of ' 
the carriage hurts my knees a little, but walking carries 
it off again. My hands, my poor hands, are still bad, 
but I am in hopes that the warm weather will cure 
them ; ii would give me no small joy. It is surprising 
to me, how people can accustom themselves to evils 
and inconvenience ; if any one had told me, that I 
should have been able to endure the pain and fatigue 
I have undergone, I should not have believed it, and 
yet so it has been, and so it is. 

The good abbe is very well ; I shall write to you 
again from Malicorne, where I expect to find letters 
from you. Pray calculate the moons during your 
pregnancy j it will lead, perhaps, to a confirmation of 
your^hopes respecting the life of your child. I em- 
l3race the count; and as to you, my dear child, when 
should I finish^ were I to teli you all my thoughts, and 
all my affection for you ? 
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TO THE SAME. 

Malicokne, Saturday, March 2s, 16;6. 
I HAVE met two of your letters on the road, my dear 
child, which have atlbrded me no small degree of plea- 
sure, as they give me fresh proofs of your affectionate 
regard for my health by the measures you advise me 
to adopt respecting it. In return f6r this, I assure you 
that I see no reason why the little Adhemar should not 
live a century, at least. You mention the 15th of June; 
upon reckoning the moons to the llth of February, I 
find you had entered two days upon the ninth month , 
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that is sufficient. As to myself, the change of ain 
the continuance of the fine weather, have done i 
great deal of good : if I couid stay here a week oi 
days, the friendly attentions of madame de Lava 
would complete the cure ; but a thousand things 
nie to Pans, both on your account, and ray son's. Tl 
of the waywardness of our fate : Tallard's marriage 
prevented Viriville from purchasing the guidona 
here are all our measures defeated at once : is not 
very strange, or rather ytry cruel ? Madame dc 
Baume strikes from afar. 

If I go to Bourbon, and you join me there, that i 
be my true health, and I shall live this winter upon 
hopes of seeing you. Madame de Lavardin thinks %h 
is very little in the highness of the princess de Tarei 
and that there is no comparison between madame 
Vaudemont^ your friend, who is so far from any so 
reignty, and the princess Emilie de Hesse, who has j 
kft it ; for since her widowhood, the title has not b< 
contested. In short, I do not think I have cotnmiti 
you after these instances. Some other band must finii 
for mine will proceed no farther. 

When I came here, madame de Lavardin spoke 
me of M. FIechier*8 ftmeral oration. We read it tog 
tlicr, and I ask M. de Tulle a thousand pardons, bul 
really think it superior to his. I think it more uniform 
beautiful ; I read it with astonishment, and can hard 
comprehend how the same things can be expressed 
such a different manner : in short, I was quite cbarrod 
with it. We Vvere very glad of the news you sent i 
from Messina *« which carried an air of authority wit 

• Messliia having beeo auneiid«red to Fnnee, owing solel/ to tl; 
fections that divided it, the Spanish party, which was atill powerfu 
excited frequent seditions. The victories of Duqu^nc in the Meditei 
va^leao, kept the Ftench there & long time, but in 1679 they e\'acudtc 
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it, on account of your near neighbonrhood. What 
Hiadness coald possess these people to ha?e soch an 
aversicm to the poor French, who are the most police 
and engaging people in the world ? Always inform mt 
of your tragic histories; never conceal any thing, for a 
state of suspense is worse than the most cruel certainty. 
Madame de Lavardin sends you a note, the answer to 
which, I will deliver more carefully than that to Bossy. 
The circuitous way you take to write to each other is 
very droll*. You know, I suppose, that M. de Cofit- 
quen arrived at Paris, at the same time M. de Chaulnes 
did : the animosity that exists between them, and the 
complaints made by de Goetquen, mast furnish a fine 
scene, if the king would hear them together. I am like- 
ymVae informed, that M. de Rohan has quitted the ser- 
r'lce, on not being made a brigadier; so we shalf see 
the fashion of volunteers will return again. Adieu, my 
dfearest comites% this is sufficient for to-day. 

LETTEH CCCClf. 

TO THE SAME. 

1 ASf dull and mortified, my dear child, at not beitig 
able to write aU I wi»h. 1 be^m to be impatient at this 
tedious delay. 1 am extremely well in health, the, 
change of air has been of great service to me, but wy 
hands caniioC be persmded t«^ share in the recovery^ I 
have seen all our friends, male and female. I keep my 

it. The Spaniards again took poaseaaion of It ; and this city bectme* 
as Naples has become in pur day, the scene of the most atxodoot 
revenge. 

* These letters went from Burgundy to Paris, fiom Paris to Britanj, 
firom Britany to Provence, &c. 
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room> and observe your advice ia making the c 
iny health my principal concern. The chevalic 
Grignan) comes and chats with me till eleven o'c 
he is very obliging. I got so far the better of hit 
desty, as to prevail on him to give me an account < 
campaign ; when we both shed tears to the mei 
of M. de Turenne. What think you of marshs 
Lorges ? Is he not fortunate ? Honours, riches, a 
pretty wife ! she was educated as one destined to I 
time a great lady. Fortune is a pretty goddess ; t 
cannot torgive her incivilities to ourselves. 

FROM M. DE CORBINELLI. 

I AM just come in time, madam, to relieve this {: 
weak hand ; but I shall resign the pen whenevei 
pleases. It was going to inform you of a droll spe 
of M. d'Armagnac's. There was a dispute concern 
the places of the princes and dukes at the communi 
which was thus regulated by his majesty: immediate 
after the princes of the blood, followed M. de Vernu 
dois, and the ladies ; the attendance of the rest of t 
dukes and princes of Lorraine being dispensed wit] 
upon this, M. d'Armagnac took upon him to expost 
late with his majesty on the arrangement, but the kir 
giving him to understand that he would have it si 
" Sire,'' replies M. d'Armagnac, " le charbonier est 
fnatirc chez kti*.*' This was considered excellent by ever 
one ; we also think it so, and I am sure you will. 

* The coalheaver Ib master in hb own bouse. 
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FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 



I DO not like to employ secretaries that kave more wit 
thao myselF. I am afraid to make them write all my 
nonsense. The little girl was excellent on this account. 
I still intend to go to Bourbon ; and cannot but w&nder 
that any one should endeavour to dissuade me from it^ 
since it is the advice of all the physicians. 

I mentioned to d^Hacqueville yesterday, that you 
bad said« you would come and pay me a visit there. I 
need not tell you how much I wish it,- nor how much I 
regret passing my life thus without you. It seems as 
if we had another in store, for which we reserve the 
pleasure of seeing each other continually, aqfd enjoying 
our mutual affection ; but we are wasting the present, 
which is our all, and death closes the account: this is 
an affecting thought. But, notwithstanding the desire 
I have for your company, if you imagine the expense 
of the journey will be a means of preventing your com- 
ing here next winter, I would not have you think of it ; 
I had rather not see you till then, for I have no hopes 
of going to Grignan. The good abbe will not go ; he 
has a great deal of business hefe, and besides that is 
apprehensive of the climate. I And in referring to my 
treatise of ingratitude, that it will not be right to leave 
him at his age ; and as I know a separation from me 
would be like that of soul and body, I should always 
reproach myself if he were to die in my absence. Con- 
sider, therefore, whether, for the pleasure of being to- 
gether for three weeks, we should sacrifice that of 
spending the whole winter together ; settle this in your 
mind, according to the plan and situation of your af« 
fairs ; remerabering at the same time that my afiection, 
and the miserable state I have been in, call upon you 

b5 
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to give me all the comfort in your power, and the g 
est of all comforts i& Ibat of seeing you. If you c 
come back with mc here from Bourbon, it would b< 
cetlent ; we wouiil pass our autumn at Livri ; an 
the winter, M. de Grignan might come and see us, 
take yom away with him in the spring. This woal 
the easiest way, the most natural, and the most di 
able for me. Think seriously of all this, there ii 
time to lose : I shall set out for Bourbon, or Vichi, i 
nonth. 

Yoti wish me to inform you particularly of nay hea 
except some flying pains which I feel occasionair 
my handd and knees, I am quite well. I sleep w 
nnd eat well in moderation. I hare no one to sit 
with me, and I begin to feed myself with my left hai 
k was fbe moat ridiculous thing in the world to see 
jfed I and with regard to writing, you see my perfor 
ance. 1 am told wonders in praise of Vichi, and I th 
I shall prefer it to Bourbon for two reasons ; first, 1 
caote madame de Montespan, they say, is going 
Bourbon; and secondly, because Vichi is nearer 
you ; so that if yoa should come to me, you will ha 
a less fatiguing journey, and if the %voTtky should chan 
his mind we shall bt nearer to Grignan. In short, n 
dear child, I cherish the sweet hope of seeing you ; y* 
must arrange every thing, hmt pray let me see y< 
Kmger than a fortnight : it Hironld' not be worth whi 
ta take so much trouble, and have so much regret 
parting with yoa again for so short a period. You laug 
atViHehrune, but ShaTo been advised here to do es 
actly as he adrised me. I am going te fbment m 
hands ; and tf yon knew the agitation csfMed by t\\ 
equinox^ jro* would retract your errors. TtitftiUir wii 
toon join hi» brigade, and fW>»i tbeaee will ge to mum 
I hate kepi my room fop lis day»> that I nay vecsf e 
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from the fatigue of myjourney. I receive every body ; 
the Soabisesy the Sallys, have come to see me for your 
sake. I hear no aientiua of sending M. de Venddme 
to Provence. Your residence there deserves that some 
dignity should be confinred on you ; all your reasons 
are admirable, bat it is aot 1 who do not wish to go to 
Grignan. 

The chevalier de Mirabeau has told us, how much 
you were affected with the news of my illness, and that 
sis hours' grief had altered you so as scarcely to be 
known. You may judge, my dear, how sensibly I felt 
these unfeigned proofs of your affection. I have seen 
the duchess of Sault; she is extremely handsome, and as 
gay as a lark, which shows that she has passed all her 
life at church with her mother : her spirits are incon- 
ceivable: she is going into Dauphine. Her husband 
seems melancholy; but that is attributed to his having 
left the service. It is said, and he begins to think so 
bimself> that he ought not to have cared about being 
appointed lieutenant-general a year sooner or later. I 
only touch upon these subjects, and suppress half my 
thoughts on account of my poor hand. The princess 
de Tarente is expected here in a day or two. Madamo 
has written to her very afiectionately, calling her good 
aunt About a week ago, M. de Vendome said to the 
kiug, that he hoped after the campaign was ended, his 
majesty would permit him to go and take possession of 
the government he had done him the honour to give 
him. " Sir," replied the king, " when you know how 
to manage your own affairs, I will give you the charge 
of mine ;'' and there it ended. 

Adieu, my dearest child. I take up the pen, and lay 
it down, ten times in writing a letter; do not fear th^«« 
fore that I shall hurt my hand. 
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LETTER CCCCIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, April 10, 167 6. 

The more I think of it, my child, the more I am again 
your paying me a visit only for a fortnight. If y( 
come to- Vichi or to Bourhon, it ought to be in yoi 
way hither, and we would spend the remainder of tl" 
summer and the autumn there. You should nurse, an 
comfort me, and M. de Grignan should come and s( 
you in the winter, and dispose of you in his turn as li 
thought proper. It is thus you ought to visit a luothc 
you love, it is thus you ought to comfort her after sh 
has suffered a painful illness, and a thousand other in 
(conveniences, and lost the flattering idea of being im 
mortal. At present she begins to feel some little doubts 
and is mortified to such a degree, as to believe, that shi 
may some day occupy the bark of Charon, and that sh( 
is not exempted from his jurisdiction. In short, insteac 
of the journey into Britany which you were so desirous 
to take, I only propose, and ask this of you. 

My son is going away : I am very melancholy at the 
idea of this separation. Nothing is to be seen at Paris, 
but preparations for the campaign*; complaints of 
want of money are greater than usual, but I believe no 
one will stay behind now, any more than in former 
years. The chevalier has gone without bidding me 
adieu ; he wished to avoid it, and has spared me a pain- 
ful leave-taking, for I have a very sincere regard for 
him. You see that my hand-writing begins to resume 

* A congress had been assembled at Nimeguen in July 1675. But, 
though it continued, pc?ce was not the more advanced. 
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its usual character ; I consider the cure of my hand 
chiefly to depend on it ; it well knovvs^ that I will ex-, 
cusc it for some time from any other exercise. 1 can- 
not yet lift any thing ; a spoon seems a ponderous ma-' 
chine. I am still forced to submit to such regulations 
as are troublesome and mortifying ; but I do not com- 
plain now I can write to you. The duchess de Sault 
visits me like one of my old friends ; I think she likes 
me. She came twice with madame de Brissac. What* 
a contrast there is between these two / characters ! the 
first would certainly please you. My hand is tired, and 
wishes to rest : I owe it this complaisance, for ihe fa- 
vour it has rendered me. 

CONTINUED BY M. DE SEVIGNE. 

Je vais partir clc cette ville ; 

.Je m*en vals Mercredi, tout droit it Charleville, 

Malgr^ le chagrin qui m' attend ♦. 

I DID not think it necessary to fmish the stanza, because 
all my history is comprehended in these three lines. 
You cannot conceive the joy it gives me, to see my 
mother's health so much restored. 1 still insist on \u 
that you ought to come and see her at Bourbon ; you 
may return with her, and stay here till M. de Grignan 
returns, to give a new lustre to your beauties, and make 
you appear^ in the Castillan language. 

La frala del pueblo. 
La flor del Avril f. 

If you follow my advice, you will be happier than I 
ara ; you will see ray mother, without the pain of part- 

• I am leaving this town ; I shall set out on Wednesday for Charle- 
TiUe, in spite <^ all the vexations that attend mc. 
f The pride of the viUag<e, the flower of April. 
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mf^ from h«r in two or three days, a fMmtbatis van^ 
wxompttm^d with other OfMWsuussAes easy to be i| 
gmeii* 1 mtk a^m gui<k>n, jsruidon etevnaHy« gi 
mth a grey beani ; what comforts mf> is, that all tl 
itt tius world have an end, and there is no probal 
Ihal Ihts is an exception to the general rale. A( 
my beautifal little aister ; wieh me a happy joaraey*! 
fear the interested soul of M. de Grignan will foi 
"yoM this kind wish ; but I think, notwithstanding, 
will both be glad to see me again. 

LETTER CCCCIV. j 

TO THE SAME. 

Farifl, WedneMiay, April 15, 1676 
I AM very melancholy, my dear ; my poor boy is ji 
gone ; he has so many little social virtues that are t 
charm of society, that were he only an acquaintance 
ahonki regret his loss. He desired me over and ov 
agaAA to tell you, that he forgot to take notice to y( 
^f the story of yoor Proteus, who was at one time a c 
pock In, at another time a galley -slav» ; ha was high 
anLUsed at it. It is supposed we are going to onderta 
the siege of Cambniy ; this is so extraordinary a ate 
that every on« thinks we have had inteyigencn wi 
some one in the pkice. If we lose Philipsbufgl^ ii w 
be very difficult to repair the breach: vederemo, \ 
shall see. But still we reason and .make almanacs, ; 
of which end with, the hinges star mil prevail. 

At length marshal Bellefond has cut the thread th 
tied, him here. Sengatn ham purchased his place ^ f 
^5,000 livres, and a brevet de retenue of 360,000. Tl 

^ Of premier maitBfrd'hotely or lord chsmberkun, to dte kli^. 
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IS a fine aettlemenlf nni an assurance of a cerdom 
hhu *. M, de P^BipMiiw has paid me a very cordial 
▼istt : all jwir frteadk hare exertod tliemselTes wonder* 
M\y. I do net go eut yet. The cold winds retard the* 
care of my bands^ and yet I winte better than ] did, as 
yoo may see. I turn myself at n'^ht on my left side ; 
I eat with my left hand : tliese are left- handed perform* 
ances. My fece is very little altered ; you would soon: 
diseorer that yoa have seen k somewhere before ; it is 
because I have not been hM^, and have endeavoured to 
get cured of my iHoess without such remedies. I thank 
you fjr mentioning the pigeons to me. Where has the 
Httle one acquired this timidity ? I am afraid you wiH 
throw the blame upon roe : you cast a suspicious eye' 
towards me. This humour will, I dare say, pass off, 
and you will not be obliged to make a monk of him. 
I am resolved to go to Vichi ; they have set me against 
Bourbon on aoeount of the air. The marechaJe d'fitr^ 
wishes me to go to Vichi ; she says it is a delightful 
country. I have told you what I think of that affair ; 
ei^ier resolve to fetnrn hither with me^ or do not come 
at all ; for a fortnight will only disturb me with cea- 
stanfe thoogbta of a separation, and wiii be on the whole 
a foolish and useless expense^ You know hew dear the 
•gkfe of yea is to me ; so take your own measurss. 

1 wisk yoQ had finished the bai^in about your 
estate : M. de Bsmponne tells hk it ia raised to a mar- 
^isata. 1 desired him to make it a dukedom : he as* 
sored om it would give him great pleasQie to do se^ and 
^Kit he would use ail expedition in drawing up the pa* 
tents. This is a coMideraUe step* i am delighted to 
hear the pigeons are so well. How does the little tiny 

* M. de Sanguin was not crealed a knight of the king's order at the 
pfoiiioiipAialASS»]Md»BmarfiiiadfrUwibiAaQ%iihQWM pi)»ier 
saitre dlxHelf was comprehendid in that of 1734. 
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or ratlier the gftat fat one do? I We him dearlyj 
resolving to live against wind and tide. But I cai 
forget my little girl * ; I suppose you will determim 
putting her to Saint Marie^ according to the resolud 
you adopt this summer ; all depends upon that, i 
seem satisfied with the devotions of Passion and h 
ter weeks : you shut yourself up at Grignan. For | 
part, my thoughts were not affected with any thing I 
had no object to strike the sense : I ate meat till Gt 
Friday, and had only the comfort of being very disti 
from any opportunity of committing sin. I told | 
Mousse you remembered him ; and he advises you j 
make the most of your man of wit. Adieu, my do| 
child. . I 

FROM M. DE CORBINELLl. 

I ALWAYS come in at a fortunate time to relieve thr 
poor hand, which was just going to tell you that th* 
good princess de Tarente has been here, and that she i: 
so full of business, and so stunned with the noise o 
Paris, that I could not say any thing to her about youi 
answer. We mutually regret the tranqnillity of the 
Rocks. But I am weary of acting the secretary, and sc 
I will talk to you a little myself. 

Your good mother mentioned the project of Cambray 
to you, but very slightly. This is what the politicians 
say of the affair. It is certain that our troops are all 
distributed to different parts ; some are before Cambray, 
others before Ypres ; and others are sent towards Brus- 
sels, whither Vandrai has been dispatched. The design 
of this is, to amuse the allies, and to prevent them from 
forming a strong array by the junction of .their several 
garrisons. But what is considered the worst, is sending 

* Mwie-BUnche d'Adb^mar, bom die I5th Norember i67o. 
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a secretary of state * to assemble the troops, and carry 
orders himself to all parts. M. de Crequi is at Cam- 
bray ; M. de Humieresat Ypres, but as to the rest, their 
destination is still known only to the king. The day of 
hii? departure was kept secret till Monday on leaving the 
council -room. The duke of Luxembourg has declared 
against us, and furnished the Imperialists ^ith five or 
six thousand men : the princes, his brothers, are of lit- 
tle consequence, that is, the duke of Manover f, and the 
bishop of Osnabiuck. We have demanded the infanta 
of Bavaria J for the dauphin ; but since her mother's § 
death, the king of Spain has demanded her likewise, and 
it is believed that he will obtain her, for the good 
elector wishes to espouse the king of Poland's widow |j, 
who is sister to the emperor (Leopold). If M. de Mar« 
seilles could have parried this stroke, I should have said 
something to him. 

The king has ordered the parliament to ;nake out a 
commission, for a counsellor of the high chamber to re- 
pair to Rocroiand examine madame de Brinvilliers; for 
they will not have her brought hither to be examined^ 
because most of the gentlemen of the robe are related 
in some way or other to that unhappy woman. 

* M. de Louvois. 
f His late mjyesty George L 

X Mary-Anne- Victoria of B'Avaria, married in 1630 to Lewis daupluii 
of France. 

I Henrietta Adelaide of Savoy, who died the 18th of Marcli, 1676. 

II Clcouora-Maria of Austria; widow to Michael Vic»iioviski. 
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LETTER €CCCV. 

TQ THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, April 17, 167«. 

Thank God I do not write Tery badly, my dear ; at 
teast, I answer for the first two or three lines, for yoa 
must know that my hands, I mean my right hand, will 
not render its assistance to any thing but writings to 
you; I loye it the better for it. If it is offered a 
spoon, it desires to be excused, and shakes and spills 
every thing in it : oiler it any thing else, it is just the 
same, it refuses flat and plain, and thinks I am already 
sufficiently obliged to it. In fact, this is all tho service 
I require of it : I am extraordinarily patient, and wait 
for relief from the warm weather and Vichi. Since I 
have been infbrmed there is a pump there, and a bath, 
and that the waters are as good as at Bottrbon, the 
deamess of the atr and the beauty of the cooBtry hare 
determined me to gire tite preference to it, and to set 
OQt as soon as I possibfy can. i have told you so often 
that I will not have yo»r company if 1 oannot enjoy it 
longer than a fortnight, that you must settle the rest. 
You know my heart, but I must not believe implicitly 
lit every thing it wishes ; you are better acquainted 
than 1 am with the possibilities and impossibilities. 

The king kft Paris yesterday, but it is not abaoiutely 
known what siege he is going to iiudertake. I have 
seen M. de Pomponiie ; he desires me to make you a 
tliousand compliments fur him. 1 have been at made- 
moiselle de Meri's, who has charming apartments, and 
extremely well furnished: there is no leaving her rooms, 
they are so pleasant. The Villars are very dull at mar- 
shal de Bellefond's absolute resignation. I have beta 
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out but three times ; does not that please yoa ? My ac- 
tivity is quite over; ask Corbinelli, for here he is. 



FROM M. PE COlklNELU. 

Indeed, madam^ it is true, she is very good, and so com- 
pletely altered, that she is rather the image of indolence 
than activity, unless when you and your affairs are in 
question. This refreshing calm is one of the best reme- 
dies she could have had ; and she seems already to have 
a taste for indolence : 1, who make it my ruling passion, 
rejoice at it, as it must be of great service to your ex- 
cellent mother. Bat stay, she interrupts me to dictate 
two or three witticisms of madame de Cornuel's, which 
Blade M, de Pamponne burst into those fits of laughter 
that you have so often witnessed. Madame de Comuef, 
seeing madame de Lionne with some very large dia- 
monds in her ears, said, in her presence too ; " lliese 
htrge diamonds look like bacon in a mouse- trap.^ 

The other day she was with some young men, and 
said, " she thought she was among dead people, for 
they smelled very olfeBftively, and sakl nothing.^' 

Third witticism. In speaking of the countess de 
Fiesque, she said, " that she preserved her beauty by 
being pickled in folly.*' Besides an infinite number of 
others, which were spoken wiih so much indifference 
and unconcern, that they wei-e the more entertaining* 

I need not tell you, I suppose, that madame de Mon- 
tespan set out yesterday morning at six: o'clock, either 
for Clagnr, or Maintenon ; which of the two, is a se- 
cret ; but we all know that she is to return onr Saturday 
to St. Ge'rmain, from whence she will go the latter end 
of the month to Nevers, till the season for taking the 
waters. 
There rs a great talk of the siege of Cond«e, which is 
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to be finished as soon as jjossible, iii order to send the 
troops into Germany, and curb tlie insolence of the Im- 
perialisu, who cannot be brought to abandon Philips- 
burg. The chief ntFuirs in Europe are on that side. 
We must all have the glory of the treaty of Munster ; 
or at least, keep the empire from taking advantage of 
it. Not but that the charms of the princess of Bavaria 
have a great share in our disputes ; for all the princes 
that are marriageable, aspire to her hand, and we shall 
some day see her the heroine of, at least, a dozen 
romances. 



FUOM MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

This has been a great relief to my hand, but I am sorry 
I have nothing left to tiell you. Do not you think ma* 
dame de Cornuel's witticisms excellent? Adieu> my 
dearest child ; I feel for you the most perfect and tender 
affection^ you are worthy of it, and it i» absolute vanity 
to boast of my love for you, 

LETTER * CGCCVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, March 22, 1676. 

You have passed the Jubilate, and are no longer sta» 
tionary : how well you express yourself upon this sub- 
ject ! You are not tired of devotion, but of the want of 
it. Ah 1 good heavens ! this it is that drives us to de- 
spair. I think 1 feel this misfortune more sensibly than 
any one : it seems as if every thing would inspire rae 
with devotion, but efibrts and reflection very little ad- 
vance the work. I supposed M.de la V^ergneaJansen- 
ist ; but by the praises, you bestow on him for admir- 
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iiig the Moral Essays, I see plainly that he is not one 
of our brethren. Are you not pleased with the treatise 
on the Resemblance of Self-love and Charity ? It is my 
favourite. Grace it is true is very triumphant in the 
two daughters of Desoeillets * : ihey must have had an 
especial call. I shall be v/ery glad to see M. de Mo- 
naco ; but I wish him to come soon, that he may have 
seen you the more recently. Madame de Vins is not 
with child ; but she is so altered that I shall advise her 
to say she is. She is the best creature in the world, 
and pays me great attention. My health continues 
good. I am a thousand leagues from a dropsy, and 
have never had the slightest tendency to one : but I 
have no hope of the cure of my hands, shoulders, and 
knees, but from Vichi, so rudely have my poor nerves 
been afflicted with the rheumatism. I think of nothing 
now but my departure. The abb6 Bayard and Saint 
Herem are expecting me there : 1 told you the beauty 
of the country and the walks, and the fineness of the 
air, had borne the palm from Bourbon. I have seen 
the best ignoramuses here, who advise such different 
remedies for my hands, that, in order to make them 
agree, I use not- one of them ; and I think myself very 
fortunate that they are of the same opinion with regard 
to Vichi and Bourbon. After this journey, I think you 
may resume the idea of health and gaiety which you 
have laid by for me. With regard to plumpness, I do 
not imagine I shall ever be as I have been : my shape 
is now so finely cut, that I do not think it can alter, and 
as for my face, it is quite ridiculous that it should still 
remain as it is. Your little brother is gone, and 1 am 
grieved : you have guessed rightly what it is that keeps 
him stiill, to his great regret, a guidon. M. de Viri- 

* A e^brated actress. 
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yille has complained to the king» and has I believe ob- | 
taioed peitnLssiou for his daughter to chaage her cot^ 
▼eat. He came to see me on the day I did a very iboi* 
Uh thing : I went to dine at Livrt with CorbinelJi ; the , 
weather was divine ; and I walked delightfully till five j 
in the evening, and then returned full of renovated i 
strength and health. 

If mademoiselle de Meri will accompany me to Vi- 
chiy I shall be very glad to have her with me. I have 
refused madame de Longueval (the canone ss), that I 
may be at liberty : she will go with madame de Bris- 
8ac» which she will prefer, and we shall all meet to- 
gether. We pretend to find fault with this arrange* 
ment, but it is only to laugh at the duchess. Suania 
was to go to Bourbon, but the plan is altered ; and this 
induces her good friend to return sooner than was ex- 
pected. Her female friend has taken her to her coun- 
try house to spend a few days; we shall see what 
places she will honour with her presence. Madame de 
Coulanges is always amiable, and so much more so as 
she shows less eagerness than ever for the affections of 
that country, whose value she well knows. The abbe 
T6ta is still delighted with her correspondence, and r^* 
turns with pleasure all her epigrams. The cousin * is 
still in great subjection ; but he appears to me a broken 
rib, since the assiduity he paid for three months to the 
charmer^s f old mistress. That made our fair friend, 
on the cousin's return, considered as a slighted damsel ; 
but thoi^^h it Was not true, the personage was disagree- 
able. Mesdames d'Heudicourt, de Ludre, and de Gram- 
mont, paid me a visit yesterday. Your friends show 
their regard for you, by the attentions they pay roe. 
M. de la Trousse is not to jean the army of marshal de 

^ * The marqtiis de la Trousse. 

t Tbc dake de ViUeroi, tfienfUidB mmI»I of France. 
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Rochefort for a fortmght ; aU the rest are gone long 
ago. The poor guidon fancied himself really in love 
with madame de Pont when he went away. CorbinelH 
is still a grey wolf, as you know, appearing, disappear* 
ingg and good for nothing : oar friendship is as firm as 
ever. I shall make known your reproaches to La 
Mousse : he is at home, is yery unsociable, difficult to 
find, and still more difficult to keep. He is often dissa- 
tisfied ; he had a quarrel with my son, of which he is 
▼ery.4nuch ashamed, for he was so cruel to himself as 
not to have a particle of reason on his side. Madame 
de Sanzei is as melancholy as Andromache ; Saint Au- 
bin and his Iris in their faubourgs, and in heaven ; 
d'Hacqueville is whirling in the vortex of human aflRiirs^ 
and replete with every virtue ; madame de la Fayette, 
with her feverish habit, has always select parties at her 
house ; M. de la Rochefoucault is just the same as you 
have always seen him. The prince is going to Chan- 
tilly ; this is not the year fer great generals, for which 
reason Montecaculi has not taken the field. The good 
La Troche says, that she is going to Anjoa ; she is as 
kind as ever> continually going and coming: she is 
called the female d'Hacqueville. M. de Marseilles will 
be very much surprised to find his abbe de la Vergne 
so delighted with you; You are fortunate in having 
had Guitaut; you were good friends wherever you met; 
I can conceive upon what terms you are at Aix : he is 
an amiable man, and a pleasant companion ; remember 
ne to him with kindness. I thank M. de Grignan for 
liking my letters ; I doubt wi|^ther his taste be good. 
Be not alarmed at the length of this, I have laid it down 
and resumed it several times. 
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LETTER CCCCVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Parb, Friday, April 24, 1676. 
My hands are still very troublesome. Old de Lorme 
advises me not to set out till the end of May, but every 
body is going, and the house I intended to tak^ has 
slipped through my hands : he is for my going to Bour- 
bon, but that is mere cabal, so I shall adhere to my re- 
solution of going to Vichi. If your afiairs would have 
permitted you to have joined me there, and to have re« 
turned from thence and have spent the autumn and part 
of the winter with me, and then for M. de Grignan to 
have come and taken you home with him, it would have 
been a real pleasure to me ; but I am willing to believe 
yuu could not manage it, as you did not listen to the 
proposal. If mademoiselle de Meri had been prepared 
for taking the water, I should have bten delighted to 
take her with me, as she may have told you ; but 
Brayer wishes her to take some cooling medicine first. 
Madame de Saint Geran too is quite out of the question, 
on account of her husband's departure, and her zeal for 
devotion. Send some little remembrance to her and tp 
madame de Villars ; they both love you, and are unr 
commonly attentive to me. M. de Villars* is going 
ambassador to Savoy, whither his wife will soon follow 
him. We have no new^ (wm Conde, except of the loss 
of eight or ten men, and that marechal d'Humieres has 
had his hat shot through : God grant this may be the 
worst we may have. I have seen M. de Perier, who 

* The marquis d« Villars was at that time appointed ambassador ex- 
traordinary in Savoy. 
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told me, that you heard the news of my being laid up 
with the rheumatism while you were at cards, and that 
it made you shed tears : how can I withhold mine at 
such inestimable proofs of your affection ? I cannot de- 
scribe the emotion of my heart at hearing this. All 
Provence was in anxiety for my health, on account of 
the uneasiness it occasioned you. Is it possible to love 
too tenderly a child by whom I am so much beloved ? 
But, to tell you the truth, I do not think I' am un- 
grateful. 

Adieu, roy dear, my amiable child, your letters are 
my greatest pleasure, till you can give me a more sub- 
stantial one. 



LETTER CCCCVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, April 39> 1676. 
I MUST begin by telling you that Conde was taken by- 
storm on Saturday night. The news at first made my 
heart beat ; I feared the victory had cost us dear, but 
it does not prove so ; we have lost some men, but none 
of any note ; this may be reckoned a complete happi- 
ness. Larei, the son of M. Laine, who was killed in 
<3andia, or his brother, is dangerously wounded^ You 
see how soon our old heroes are forgotten. 

Madame de Brinvilliers is not so comfortable as I 
am ; she is in prison, and endeavours to pass her time 
there as pleasantly as she can ; she desired yesterday 
to play at piquet, because she was dull. Her confes- 
sion has been found : it informs us, that at the age of 
seven years, she ceased to be a virgin ; that she had 
ever since gone on at the same rate ; that she had poi- 
soned her father, her brothers, one of her children, an^ 

VOL. IV. o 
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herself; but the last was only to make trial 0| 
ter-pobon. Medea was a saint compared ^ 
She ha& owned this coivfession to be her own 
it was an unaccountable folly ; but she says st 
a high fever when she wrote it, and that it was 
madness or phrensy^ which does not deserve 
thought. 

The queen has been twice at the Carnielit 
majd^me de Montespan. The latter set on foe 
tery ; she collected every thing that could be u 
^e nuns ; this was a great novelty and aoausei 
the convent. She conversed a long time witi 
Louise * de la Misericorde, and asked her, whc 
was really true, that she was as happy there as 
been generally reported. She replied, "la 
happy, but I am contented/' Quanto talked to 
great deal of the brother of Monsieur ; and aske 
if she had no message to send hira, and what she i 
say to. him for her. She replied in the sweetest 
and manner possible, though perhaps a little piqi 
the question; " Whatever you please, madam, ^ 
^ver you please." Fancy this to be expressed wit 
the grace, spirit, and. modesty, which you so weli 
derstand. Quanto afterwards wished for somethiii 
eat, and sent to purchase sotr^e ingredient that was 
cessary for a sauce she pr^^pared herself, and whict 
ate with a wonderful appetite. I tell you. the si^ 
fact without the least embellishment. When I thin 
the letter you wrote me Ust year about M, de Vivoi 
I consider all I send you a? a biirlestjue. Xo w 
lengths will not folly lead a ipan who thinks himself 
i^rving of such exaggerated praise! 

You. congratulate ine upoQ the hopes I have of fii 

9 Mftfjfdtie de 14^ VftlU&r«f 
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ing madame de Brissac at Viehi, aad you adk me, what 
entertainment 1 can promise myself from her. I bftv« 
made choice of her, my cfear, to teach me simplicity 
and sincerity in conversation. If I had had my son 
With me the other day, whom I might have employed 
as my secretary, I would have sent you a sketch of the 
tuperficial conversation she entertained us with in this 
room. 

You say, my dear, you have ^ken, in idea, the re* 
medics prescribed to you ; you are very fortunate : I 
wish I could be bled in idea ; for they say it is a Re» 
cessary preparative to my drinking the watera. 

TO M. DB GRIGNAN. 

I ASSURE you, my dear count, I should be a thousand 
times more pleased with the favour you mention, than 
with one conferred by his majesty. You comprehend 
the extreme desire I have to see your wife. Without 
being a coal-heaver, you are more«3aster in your own 
house than all the coaUheavers in the world, and no 
man is superior to you in any respect whatever. But 
be generous; and, when she has acted the part of a good 
wife a little longer, lead her to me in your own hand^' 
and bid her act that of a good daughter. It is thus a 
man of honour acquits himself of his duties; and ^is 
is the only way to restore me to health, and to life. ^ * 

TO MADAKE DE GRIGNAN. 

How strange it is, that you are still talking of Cam-' 
bray ! We shall have taken another town before you 
will have heard of the taking of Conde. What think 
you of the favour fortune has done us, in bringing our 
friend the Turk into Hungary? Corbinelli is much 

c2 
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pleased with it : I shall have a warm dispute with 
upon the subject I admire the coadjutor's devott 
if he has any to spare, he may send it to the hands< 
abbe. I feel the departure of my grand-daughter: is 
sorry at being placed in a convent ? 

I know not whether Vardes will wish to dispose of 
post in imitation of the marshal (de Bellefond). 1 1 
him sincerely ; you interpret his sentiments amiss 
is in vain for him to speak honestly, you will not 
lieve a word he says: you are wicked. He has j 
written me a very affectionate letter, which I take in 
literal sense, because I am good. Here comes M. 
Coulanges, who will tell you in what way madame 
Brinvilliers has attempted to destroy herself. 

CONTINUED BY M. DE COULANGES. 

She thrust a stick, not into her eye, nor into her e 
nor into her mouth ; I leave you to guess where ; I 
she would certainly have died, if timely assistar 
had not been rendered her. I am delighted, mada 
that you were pleased with the poems. I expect J 
de fiandoi's return with impatience, to know what i 
ception you gave the poem, entitled, Tobit. He mi 
certainly have had the address to impart it to yc 
wi^out offence to the purity of a soul, which you ha 
s(/¥iewly washed in the salutary streams of the Jubilat 
Your mother is going to Vichi : I shall not accompai 
her, because my health has been better for some tim 
Neither do I think I shall go to Lyons : so that yc 
must bring your beautiful face to Paris, if you expei 
a kiss from me. I salute M. de Grignan, and in fori 
him I have contrived, should M. de Lussan gain his sui 
il^at he may thank me for it, if he thinks proper. 
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LETTER CCCCIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday) May I, 1676. 
I BEGIN by thanking M. de Grignaa a thousand times 
for the pretty gown he has sent me, I never saw a pret- 
tier one in my life ; I am going to have it made up for 
the winter^ to treat you with it. I often think, as well 
as yoa, of the evenings we passed together last winter : 
but pray, what should prevent us from passing this 
winter in the same way, if you are not against it? 
Eyery one here is struck with amazement at your pic- 
tare; it is certainly much improved, the colours are 
grown stronger, and it is now a finished piece : if you 
suspect my veracity, come and see it yourself. A re- 
port has been in circulation these two or three days, of 
\vhich every one comes to nie to know the truth. It 
is said that M. de Grignan has orders to turn the vice- 
legate neck and shoulders out of Avignon : I shall not 
believe a syllable of it till I hear it from you. The 
Grignans will have the honour of being excommuni- 
cated the first, if this noble war should begin ; for the 
abbe Grignan has had orders from his majesty to for- 
bid the bishops from visiting the nuncio. 

I am in no hurry about setting out, for I know that 
June is a better month than May fur drinking the wa- 
ters, and so I shall begin my journey ^bout the eleventh 
of next month. ' Madame de Montespan is on her way 
to Bourbon : roadanie de Thianges accompanies her as> 
far as Nevers, where she is to be met by the duke and 
duchess of that place. My son informs me, they are 
going to besiege Bouchain with part of the-army, while 
the king, with the main body, is to wait for the prince 
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of Orange, and give bim battle. The chevaliei 
nieres has been out of the Bastile this week ; 
owes to his brother. Nothing is talktKi of here, 
sent, but the strange conversation and conduct < 
dame de Brinvilliers : could one have thought she 
have been afraid of forgetting the murder of i 
ther at confession? The peccadilloes^ loo, that si 
afraid of forgetting, were admirable. She was ii 
ii teems, with this Sainte Croix, and wished to 
bim, and, for that purpose, gave her husband | 
several times '*^. Sainte Croix, who did not wish U 
a wife as wicked as himself, gave the poor hush 
dose of counter-poison ; ao that, after being ba 
about five or six iiflnes, sometimes poisoned, some 
counter-poisoned, he is at last actually making intc 
siou for his dear wife. Oh ! there is no end of 
people's follies. 

I went to Vtncennes yesterday with the ViUam'fl 
excellency seta out to-morrow for Savoy, and de 
me to kiss your left hand for him. These ladies f 
yoe very muck : pray mention them when yoo i 
to me, by way of reward for their kindness. Ai 
my dear and amiable child, I shall say no more 
day. 

* This romantic circomstance appetn to be unfimnded. The 
tencc of the parliament on BrinvilUei-s makes no mention of this ci 
It includes only -the father, the two brothers, and the sister, of this 
cious woman. Extraordinary as an event may be, the public voice I 
to make it appear stilt more so by additional circumstances. The 
moment is not the one to ascertain the real truth. Madame de S4v\ 
hni the merit of relating very few of these uncertain anecdotes. \ 
taire, wboee authority is always good, says that Brimillicn did not 
tempt her husband's life, who made aliowauces for an amour, of wh 
he was tlie cause. 
^ t Mesdames de Villars and St. Geran. 
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LETTER CCCCX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Fkrift, Monday, Mvj 4, 1676. 

It V8 you, thfen, my thild, that refuse to come attd 
^petid the summer with me; and not M. de Grignati! 
As you are a reasonable person, and as I cannot but 
tbink you have some ^ish to see me, you must cer- 
tainly have (bm^l som^ impossibilities in the proposal t 
made to you which I could not discover : but you may 
fe«ft assured that I should come to Grignan, had not the 
go«d abb4, who accompanies me ft'om pure kindness^ 
some affairs on his hands that would oblige him to re* 
tiivn again very speedily, atid of which mine make a 
j^art. My proposal was therefore a very natural one, 
for, to see you for a fortnight only at Vichi, would be a 
pleasure attended with too much pain. 

Pray tell me honestly your reasons, and your plans 
for next winter; for I can never think you intend to let 
it f>ass, without aflbrding me the comfort and happiness 
of embracing you. I will let you know the day I set 
out, aiul will enclose a directiun for writing to me. 

You si»e 1 write tolerably well : I imagine my hands^ 
will soon be well, but 1 feel myself so full of humours- 
by the continual perspirations I am subjected to, that I 
compare my self to a spunge that wants to be squeezed. 
The fear of having a second time in ray life, the amuse- 
ment of a rheumatism, would make me take a much 
longer journey than-from hence to Vichi. 

You ask me what I do. Why, I take an airing rery 
frequently; one day 1 go to the races with Villars; a^ 
another time I pay a visit to the Fauxboargs, and then 
I rest a while. 1 have been to Mignard's: he has 
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painted M. de Turenne upon hU piebald charg 
one of the finest things that ever were seen. 
de Boaillon came to me, and desired that, if I 
leisure, 1 would go and see this masterpiece : M 
imagination has done even more than bis pencil 
I have had another conversation of two hot 
M. du Perier; I am never tired of the subject < 
vence: I made him tell me a thousand things i 
to youj especially about your games, at whic 
lose so much money, and your operas, where y 
minate so finely. I made him tell me all the sqt 
the procurators, and how you restored peace t 
rence, and about the tirst president, and 1^^ 
d'Aigues; and a thousand other things. In ah 
have refreshed my memory with every thing t 
week^s fever had made me forget, for you know I 
been subject to so many wanderings, that my 
brain often confounded tj*uth with falsehoods. 



LETTEE CCCCXI. 

* TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, May 6, J 6; 
My heart is almost broken about my poor grand-dau; 
ter ^, she will be inconsolable at being separated ft 
you, and confined, as you say, in prison : I am as 
nished how I had the courage to place you there, I 
the thoughts of seeing you frequentlyi and of taki 
you from thence when I chose, made me determi 
upon this barbarity, which was then thought a prude 
step, as being requisite to your education. In shoi 

• She wfts lately placed in the conveut of the mas of St. Ma^ i 
Aix. See Letter of the i^th of April. 
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we must follow the destinations of Providence, which 
disposes of us all as It pleases Madame de Gue, the 
nun, is going to Che)les. She carries a very handsome 
allowance with her, that she may want for nothing; 
but I fancy she will change her station again, onllSss a 
young man *, who is the physician of the cloister, pre- 
vails on her to fix her residence there; I saw him yes-, 
terday at Livri. My dear child, he is eight and twenty, 
\^ith the finest countenance I ever saw; eyes like ma- 
dame de Mazarin's, teeth like ivory, and the rest of his 
person like — like — Rinaldo: fine flowing black locks 
adorn the prettiest head you would wish to see ; he is 
an Italian, and speaks Italian, as you may suppose. He 
remained at Rome till the age of twenty-two, and M* 
de Nevers and the duchess at length brought him over 
to France, and M. de Brissac has established him in the 
charming abbey of Chelles, of which madame de Bris- 
sac his sister is abbess. He has a garden of medicinal 
herbs in the convent, but trust me, he has very little 
of a Lamporechio f in him. I fancy most of the young 
nuns will like him, and consult him in all their disorders, 
but I would take the sacrament that he will not cure ona 
of them, in any other way than the strict rules of Hip- 
pocrates. Madame de Coulanges, who is just come 
from Chelles, thinks of him as I do. In short, all the 
handsome musicians at Thoulongeen's X are mere frights 
to iHm. You cannot imagine how this little adventure 
has delighted us. 

A word about the little marquis (de Grignan) ; I be* 
seech you not to be under any apprehension about his 
timidity. Remember, that the charming marquis (da 

• Amonio. 

•f See La Fontaine's Tale of Mazet de Lamporechio. 

X Elder brother to the count de Grammonty and a remarkabljr pteiMaK 

c 5 
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la Chdtrc) used to tremble and qaake till he m 
years old, and that La Troche, when youn^ 
terrified at the least thing, that his mother i 
bear t<y have him in her sight ; and yet yotij 
much they have distinguished themselves m 
that comfort you. Fears of this kind are i 
effect of childhood, and when childhood is surl 
instead of being afraid of raw- head and blood 
these personages are afraid only of being thou| 
fu)> are afraid of being less esteemed than othi 
that is suflicient to make them brave, and k 
thousands and ten thousands: let me then ags 
you to make yourself easy on that score. As 
shape, it is another matter : I would advise you 
him into breeches, and then you will see better I 
legs go on, and whether they are straightened 
grows. You must let him have room to stir h 
and unfold his tittle limbs : but you must put hir 
pretty tight vest, which will confine his shape. 
receive some farther instructions, however, on thi 
ject, which I will not fail to transmit to you: It 
be a fine thing indeed, to see a Grignan with 
shppe I Tfo you not remember how pretty he v 
his swaddling-clothes ? I am no less uneasy than 
self at this alteration. 

I must have been dreaming when I told you ma 
de Thianges accompanied her sister part of the 
there was only madame la marechale de Roche 
aftd the marchioness de la Valliere, and they sa\ 
as far as Essonne. She is now quite alone, and wl 
morei wiW tneet with nobody at Never*. If she 
had a mind to have taken all the ladies at the • 
with her, she had nothing to do but to speak, fiu 
fibtr. fwrd respecting the fiitnd (madame de Ma 
l); she is still more triumphant than the lady we 
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been speaking of; every thing is subject to her will ; 
all the attendants of her neighbour (the queen) are de- 
voted to her ; one presents her with her box of paste> 
kneeling; another brings her gloves; a third lulls hef 
to sleep; she salutes no one, and» I believe> in her 
heart, laughs very heartily at the parade. It is impost 
sible, at present, to judge, how matters stand between 
her and her female friend. 

The town is full of nothing but La Brinvilliers. CaU'* 
martin made a very foolish speech about the stick with 
which she endeavoured, inefiectually, to kill herseIC 
*' It was like Mithridates/' he said : now you know he 
was proof against poison, and I need not lead you far- 
ther into the application. Your application to my 
hand, of " Go, go, the complaint is vain V made me 
laugh heartily, for the dialogue is complete, and my 
hand answers, "Ah, barbarian, what cruelty !" — " Go," 
I reply; " finish my writings, I will avenge* myself for 
all I have suffered."—*' What V says my hand, '♦ wiH 
you be inexorable V* And I finish by saying, '' It is 
yon, cruel wretch, who have taught me to be so.*' 
What humour you possess, my dear child, and how 
yon would make me laugh, if I could visit yoti thift 
summer at Grignan ! But I must not think of it, for the 
worihy is overwhelmed with business: I reserve this 
pleasure for another year, and I hope you will come t^ 
see me before this year is passed. 

I have been at the opera with madame de Coulange^ 
madame d'Heudicourt, M. de Coulanges, the abb6 de 
Grignan, and Corbineili. Oh ! there are some admir- 
able things in this opera (Atys). The scenery is be- 
yond all description, the dresses are superb> and there 
are some very beautiful parts in it; there is a scene of 

• See Act 11. Scene II. of the open of AlccMa. 
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sleep, and dreams, the invention of which is sorpristnfi^. 
The symphony consists entirely of bass, and the sounds 
are so lulling, that we admire Baptiste more than ever. 
But Atys is played by the same person who played the 
Fury and the Nurse; so that we always think we see 
the same droll characters in Atys. There are five or 
six new dancers that are equal to Faure, and they are 
asufficient attraction to me; but, upon the whole, the 
town seems to like Alceste better; you shall judge for 
yourself, for you will certainly come for my sake, not- 
withstanding your want of curiosity. To be sure, it is 
a strange thing not to have seen Trianon ; how can I, 
after that, propose to you to visit the Pont du Garde? 

You will find the gentleman, whose adventure you 
bave so easily divined, exactly the same as you have 
always seen him at the lady's : but it appears to me as 
if the combat ceased for want of champions*. The re- 
proaches were founded upon pride, rather than jealousy : 
but when dryness is added to wha^ was before dry, it 
confirms an indiflerence, inseparable from long attach- 
ments. I sometimes hear short and harsh replies, and 
I think they begin to feel the want of similarity of 
tastes and dispositions; but, notwithstanding all this, 
there is a considerable intimacy, and even friendship, 
which may last twenty years longer. The lady is 
really very pretty ; I receive great attentions from ber^ 
and am not ungrateful. Women are worth their weight 
in gold. 

The countess de Fiesque was insisting the other day 
to madame de Cornuel, that Comboorg was no fool; 
upon which, madame de Cornuel said to her, " My good 
countess, you are like people who have eaten garlick.'^ 



* This refen to the iotimacy b«tw€cn madame de Coulangea ai4 
tluB jnar^uis 4e U Txooaie. 
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Was not that excellent ? M. de Pomponne has written 
to desire me, not to forget to write down all inadame 
de Cornuei's witticisms. 

We shall set out on Monday ; I shall not go through 
Fontainble^Uy on account of the grief I suffered at 
parting from you there, and 1 have no desire to go 
there again except to meet you* I fear our correspond- 
ence will be a little interrupted now ; this vexes me ; 
for your letters are my greatest amusement, and you 
write as Faure dances. How I pity you, my dear, for 
being obliged to take filthy medicine blacker than 
ever! My little powder of antimony is the prettiest 
thing in the world; it is the staff of life, as old de 
Lorme says; but by the bye, I must tell you, that I 
disobey good M. de Lorme a little, for he wishes me to 
go Jo Bourbon, but the experience of a thousand peo« 
pie, the fine air, and less company, determine me to 
go to Vichi. The good Escars goes with me, to my 
great joy. My fingers will not clo.se yet, and I have 
a pain in my knees and shoulders ;;. in short, I am so 
full of serosities, as they are called, that I must abso* 
lutely have these marshes drained, which can only be 
done by drinking warm chalybeate waters, and then I 
think I shall do pretty well. 

The journey to Aigues-Mortes must have been very 
pleasant, and you were a lazy creature not to be of the 
party. I have a very good opinion of your conversa- ' 
tions with the abbe de l^ Vergne, so long as you keep 
clear of the bishop of Marseilles. Madame de Brissac's 
devotion was a fine farce; I will tell you more about 
her from Vichi : the canoness*^ has the direction of her 
conscience at present, and she, I am persuaded^ will 



* MMfhme de Longueval, caiioness of the abbey St. Maty of Ats« 
Sbe WM lister to the mar^h&le d*£str(!e8, and M. de Maiuca«»p, 
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tell me every thing. I have been bled this morning ; 
this is really a serious aflkirl bat I am now qoite ready 
to set out. 



LETTER GCCCXU. 

TO THE SAME. 

Parii, Frtdaj, May 8, 167€. 
I SHALL set out on Monday, my dear chitii. Madame 
de Vins has gained a great part of her cause, in spite 
of M. de Emboele, who signalised himself in his op- 
position to her The good princess (de Tarente) is en- 
raged with M. d^Ormesson, who has the management 
of M. de la Tremoui lie's affairs, because he will not 
allow her a certain addirion, to the injury of the fotmer- 
creditors. She wept heartily to me jtist'now,sfftd told 
me, at the same time, how rudely she was treated by 
madam e de Monaco. But Madame seems very fond of 
the good aunt, and- sputters German with her finely, 
which does not a little vex Monaco. 

My Ooi\ ! can it be true that La Simiane is going to 
be parted from her husband, on account of his gallan- 
tries? What folly! I should have advised her rather 
to have paid him in his own coin. I am told she is 
coming here, and that sbe is going to Britany. Is all 
this true? I take my leave of you for the present, my 
dear, as this is not the day for oiir great dispatches. 
This post is a detestable thing : the letters are in town, 
and yet they will not distribute them till to-morrow ; 
so that there are two to answer at once. 

I am so well, that I forgot to tell you I took de 
Lorme's powders after being bled, that they agreed 
with* me wonderfully, and that I am now ready to take 
my departure. 



MADAME DE siviGNE. 39 

LETTER CCCCXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

BdU, Sunday evening, May 10, 1676. 
I SHALL set out to-morrow morning by day-break, and 
this evening madame de Coulanges, and ber husband, 
M. de la Trousse, mademoiselle de Montgeron, and 
Corbinelli, are to sup with me, and to take their leave 
of me, by eating a pigeon-pie. The good d'Escars 
goes with toe, and as the worthy finds that he may trust 
my health in her hands, he has very prudently spared' 
himself the fatigue of the journey, and waits my re- 
turn here, where he has a thousand affairs that require 
his presence: he will be very impatient till I come 
back, for let me tell you, that this separation, trifling 
as it is, costs him a good deal, and I am under some 
apprehensions respecting his health : the heart- ache is 
not good for old people ; I shall therefore do all in my 
power to return as speedily as possible, since it is the 
only time in my life that I have had an opportunity of 
proving my gratitude for his kindness, by sacrificing to 
him even the idea of going to Grignan. This is ex- 
actly one of those cases in which love must give way 
to gratitude. 

You will be entitled to five or six hundred pistoles 
from our uncle de Sevigne's legacy *; I wish you had 
them ready against the winter, for I well know the in- 
conveniences you must be driven to by the great ex- 
penses you are obliged to incur, and therefore shall not 
urge the journey to Paris, persuaded that you love me 
sufficiently to wish to be with me at any rate. You 

• See Letter of 2ad March. 
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know, likewise, my sentiments on that subject, and 
how wretched my life appears to me while ^ieprived of 
the sight of one i so dearly love. It would be a pro- 
voking circumstance, if M. de Grignan should be 
obliged to pass the summer at Aix> besides & greal 
expense, if it was only on account of play, which 
is a very considerable article with you. Fortune is 
strangely capricious: M. de la Trousse is supported by 
gaming. 

You tell me you have found it necessary to be bled ; 
the trembling hand of your young surgeon makes me 
tremble. The prince said one day to a new surgeon, 
" Docs not the idea of bleeding me make you tremble ?*' 
— '* Faith, sir,'' replied the man, *' your highness has 
most reason to tremble.'' He was in the right. So 
you have left off your coffee ; mademoiselle de Meri 
. has likewise driven it from her house in disgrace. After 
such a reverse, who would ever depend upon fortune ? 
I am persuaded things that heat do not keep their ground 
so long as cooling things : I must return to them, at " 
least ; indeed all my disorders have arisen from an in- 
ternal fever, which must be destroyed by the waters of 
Vichi, and then I am to return to a cooling regimen of 
fruits, salads, &c. &c. Let me advise you to pursue 
the same plan, rather than burn yourself up as you do. 
I request this favour of you fur the sake of your own 
life, and that nothing may interrupt the comfort of 
mine. 

I am now going to bed, my dear child ; my little 
party has left me. Mesdames Pomponne, de Vins, de 
Villars, and de St. Geran, were here: I embraced them 
all for you. I shall set out to-morrow morning at fire 
o'clock, and shall write to you from every place through 
which I pass. I embrace you with all my heart; lam 
sorry this expression is so much prostituted, for it would 
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Otherwise be an admirable one to explain my manner 
of loving you. 



LliTTER CCCCXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Montargis, Tuesday, May 12, 1676. 

I WROTE to you last night, my dear child, so that you 
will receive two of my letters by the same post^ and if, 
after reading the first, you should chance to say, I wish 
I had another, there it will be for you ; and will in- 
form you that I am at Montargis with the good d'Escars, 
in perfect health, excepting hands and knees. 

You know the road hither ; I avoided Fontainbleau^ 
for I am determined not to see it till I go to meet you 
there* I slept at Coutance> where I should have taken 
a fine walk, if I had not, from timidity, resembled a 
wet pullet. I may say wet, in the strictest sense of the 
word, for I perspire all day long; I still continue to 
wear my hare-skins, for the refreshing coolness of the 
morning that gives life to every other creature, appears 
.to me like the frosts of December; so that I had rather 
be too hot for ten hours together, than too cold for half 
an hour. What think you of these pretty relics of the 
rheumatism ? Do not you think I stand in need of the 
warm bath ? At length, here I am upon the road, and 
upon your road too. Madame d'Escars and I talk of 
you incessantly. Thoy say, that to take the waters, 
a person ought to be spensierata (happy in mind), and 
it is very difficult for me to be so, away from our good 
abbe, of whose health I am in continual apprehension. 
Do you know too, how I have left him ? with only a 
single servant. He insisted upon my having his coach* 
man and Beaulieu, with two of his horses to make my 
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set compkle. I see oo way of getting out of bis deht, 

but by downright ingratitude. 

Adieu« my dear. Alas! what avails it that I am 
drawing nearer to yoo ? I pity you that you have not 
me at Paris^ to send you some news of Brinvi liters *• 

LETTER CCCCXV. 

TO THE SAliC 

Nevcrs, Friday, May 15, 1670, 
I AM at a place which woald tempt me to write to yoo 
whether I would or no ; you may judge then how it is, 
knowing my disposition. The weather is delightful; 
thi^ violent heat has passed off without a storm, I have 
no more of those crises I told you of; the country is 
very fine, and I find our river Loire as beautiful here as 
at OrUaus : it is a great pleasure to meet with an old 
acquaintance upon the road. I have brought my large 
coach with me, so that we are quile at our ease, and 
enjoy the fine prospects which rise upon us every m^ 
stant ; ail that vexes me is,, that the roads will, be bad 
in the winter, which will fatigue you in your journey. 
We follow close upon the heels of madame de Mon« 
tespau, and hear at every place, how she l<^oked, how 
she ate, how she drank, and how she slept. She is in 
a calash with eight horses, and has the little Thiangei 
with her; another coach follows with the same nom- 

* She was condemned on. the 16th of June, to have hel-head cat 
«Sr, her body burtied, and her ashea »cattered in the air. Sainte Crotx^ 
her acconxpl ce and her lover, was dead, hatr\ng been sufibcatod by the 
vapour of a poison he was preparing. The too eager steps ihe topk to 
recover a casket that was under the seals, excised, suspicion, and deter- 
mined the ofiicers of justtob to o^^n it. It was found to be ilitl of poi- 
«>n% and by this means her oriiaes were detected. 
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ber of hoists* wiili six of her women in in*, the hsi 

two sumpters, six mules, and ten or twelve men on 
horseback* without reckoning her officers; her whole 
train consists of about five and forty persons. She al* 
ways finds her chamber and bed ready ; she goes to 
bed immediately on her arrival, and eats heartily^ 
She was here at the castle* where M. de Nevers came 
to give orders for her reception* but he did not stay to 
receive her. She gives away a great deal in charity, 
and with a very good grace. She receives a courier 
from the army every day; she is now at Bourbon. The 
princess of Tarente* who knows all the rest* will in- 
form me* and I shall take care to communicate it to 
you. Have I told you* that that same favourite of the 
king of Denmark, who was so romantically enamoured 
-of the princess* her daughter, is in prison, and is to be 
tried? He had formed a little design, it seems, of de* 
throning his master and benefactor, and of making him-» 
self king. Yoa find this man had no mean way of 
thfakin^. M. de Pomponne spoke of him to me the 
otiier day, as of a second Cromwell. Let me tell you, 
my dear child, that I find I shall not be able to live 
long without paying another visit to your castle, with 
all its circnmstances and dependences; I cherish this 
pleasing hope, and wish the prospect was a little less 
distant. Adieu, my dear;, I shall certainly write to 
yott from Moulins, where I hope to find the letters you 
must by this time have sent to Paris. I am in utter 
Ignorance of all kind of news :.I have the war very muth 
at heart, which is but a bad companion for the waters ; 
but what is to be done, when we have a friend in the 
army ? At that rate, I should not be able to take them 
till January. I read, while I am in the coach, a little 
history of the vjzirs, and the intrigues of the seraglio* 
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U'hich is amufiing enough : it is a book that is quite in 
fashion. 

ilpod-nightf my lovely. I salute Grignan, and send 
a thousand good wishes to La' Garde; tell the latter by 
what ill-luck the wind has blown our guidonage down 
the stream : ^ou are fortunate in having them both 
with you. 



LETTER CCCCXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

From MouVms at the convent of the VUitadon, in the 
room in which my grandmoiher * died. Sunday, 
May 17 1 1676, after vespers, with two tittle ^b 
from Valen9tii at my side. 

I ARRIVED here, my dear, last evening, after a pleasant 
journey of six days. Madame Fouquet, with her bro- 
ther-in-law and his 8on« came to meet me, and took 
ine to their house to sleep. I dined here to*day, and 
to-inorrow I set out for Vichi. I think the mausoleum 
very beautiful f. The good abbe would have beende'^ 
lighted with it. The little girls are very amiable and 
pretty ; you have seen them, and they remember hear- 
ing you sigh very deeply in this church ; I belie\'e I 
bad some part in your sorrow ; at least I am sure I 
sighed very mournfully myself much ^bout the same 
time. Is it true that madame de Guenegaud said to 

* Jeanne Francois Frdmiot, haroneis of Otiantal, foundress of the 
order of the Visttatioii, beatified by a brief of pope Benedict the XIV. 
and canonised by Clement \IH. 

f The snperb monument wliich Marie-Fi^Uce dct Ursiiis erected in , 
the church of the Visitation at Moulins, to the ntemory of her husbaitd 
Henry dnke of Montmorency, w1k> was beheaded at Toulouse the aoiU 
«f October 1633, by an order of ^e jwliameut of Toulouse. 
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yoii, " Sigh, madam, sigh ; I have a(ccustomed Mou- 
lins to the sighs that are brought from Paris ?" I admire 
you greatly for having thought of a match for your 
brother; you have hit the right nail on the head, and 
I have a great esteem fur the negotiator. I shall follow 
this clue on my return to Paris, and you may therefore 
write to d'Hacqueville about it. They judge very virell 
of my son by my daughter ; and it would be an event 
worthy of you to complete this marriage. I shall let 
no stone remain unturned on my side. And so, you 
think, my dear child, you were not sufficiently alarmed 
at my illness. What more, in the name of God, could 
you have done? you were in much greater alarm tl^an I 
was in danger : as my two-and-twenty days' fever was 
only occasioned by pain» it gave no one apprehensions 
for my safety. My delirium proceeded only from want 
of proper nourishment, for I could swallow nothing but 
a little broth; besides, some people are delirious all the 
time of a fever. Your brother has remembered the 
nonsense I used to talk, and makes me ready to die 
with laughing at the repetition; hje will tell it you 
when he sees you« and you will laugh as heartily as I 
did. Let your mind, therefore, be at rest, my dear 
child, for you have had but too much uneasiness al- 
ready on my account. 

M. de la Garde must certainly have had very sub^ 
stantial reasons to induce him to harness himself with 
another: I thought him quite free, bounding and gam- 
bolling in a meadow, and I find he has put his neck 
into the yoke as well as others. 

Madame de Montespan is at Bourbon, where M. de 
la Valliere had given orders for her to be addressed by 
a deputation from all the towns in his government, but 
she declined the compliment. She has given twelve 
beds to the hospital, a great deal of money in charity. 
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and receives visitors with politeness. M. Fouqu^t an<I 
his niece, who were drinking the waters at Bourbon, 
went to pay her a visit, and she conversed for nearly 
an hour with him upon some very curious subjects. 
Madame Fouquet went the next day ; she was received 
with sweetness and affability, and madame de Monies- 
pan listened to her, apparently, with great interest anil 
compassion. God inspired madame Fouquet with elo- 
quence upon the occasion, both upon the subject of 
sharing her husband's confinement, and the hope that, if 
ever an opportunity offered, madame de Montespan 
would remember her misfortunes. In short, witbont 
exacting any absolute promise, she set forth the hor- 
rors of her situation, and the confidence she had in her 
goodness, in terms that were calculated to affect the 
heart, without meanness or importunity; the bare re- 
cital afiSected me, and I am sure it would have affected 
yon, 

Mk de Montespan's son ^ is now at madame Fonquet's 
in the country, lie is about ten years old, is handsome 
and sprightly ; his father, at his return to Paj-is, left 
htm with the Fouquets. The good d'£scars is well, and 
is e:«i;tremely kind and careful of me. Pimy relate to. ma 
the sorceries of madame de Ru& 

Adieu, my dear ; I embrace you a thousand timer, 
and love you as I loye my salvation. 

* liCwM Alithony de Pardaillim} afterwsnU duke of Anttn. 
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LETTER CCCCXVII. 

TO THE SAMR. 

VicM, Tueaday, Mny 19> 107«. 
I BSGiii to write to you to-(ky: my letter may go 
when it can^ bat I am resolved to have a little chat 
with yea. 

I arrived here last evening : madame de Brissac with 
her canoness^y madame de St. Herem, and two or three 
others, came to receive me on the banks of the pretty 
river AUier : I think if search were made, some of the 
Arcadian family might be found on its banks. M. de 
St. Herem, M. de la Fayette, the abbe Dorat, Planci, 
and some others, followed in another carriage, and on 
horseback. I was received with great joy. Madame 
de Brissac toqk me home to sup with her ; and I think 
I can already see that the canoness has the good duch- 
ess just there-^you see where I put my hand. I have 
rested myself to-day, and to«morrow I begin to drink 
the waters. 

M. de St. Herem came this morning to take me to' 
mass, and from thence to dinner with him ; madame de 
Brissac was of the party, and they played at cards ; 
this is at present too fatiguing an amusement for me. 
We took a walk this evening in one of the most charm- 
ing spots in the world, and at seven o'clock the poor 
wet ^let ate her chicken, and chatted a little with her 
dear child : the more I see of others, the more I love 
you. I have thought a great deal of the sketch of de« 
votion you drew with M. de la Vergne, and have my- 
^If fancied the remainder of this fabulous conversation; 

* Madame de Longucyal. 
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what you told me of it, the other day, ought to be 
printed. I am pleased the -worthy is not with us ; he 
would have made but an indifierent figure: without 
drinking the waters, this place is very dull ; there is a 
confusion here that is far from being agreeable, and 
less 80 to him than to any other person. 

It is reported here, that we have taken Bouchain as 
happily as Conde, and that, notwithstanding the feints 
of the prince of Orange, he will certainly attempt no- 
thing; that is some comfort to^ me*. The good St. 
Geran has sent me her compliments from La Palisse. I 
have entreated them all not to mention a word to me 
aiwut the short distance it is from hence to Lyons ; that 
i$ a grief to me y and as I do not wish to put my virtue 
to the greatest and most dangerous trial it can sustain, 
I will not cherish a thought of this kind, whatever it 
may cost my heart to banish it. 

I wait for your letters here with great impatience, and 
when I am absent from you, my dear, writing to you 
IS my only pleasure ; and should even ^e physicians, 
at whom, by the by, I laugh in my sleeve, forbid me 
this, I should in my turn forbid them to eat or drink, 
or breathe, to see how they would relish that regimen.* 

Let me hear some news about my little girl, and if 
she is reconciled to her convent yet ; let me know like- 
wise, if M. de la Garde returns to Paris this winter: I 
must own, that if, by some unforeseen accident, I should 
be deprived of the pleasure of seeing you, it would 
make me half mad. The word plague, that I see in 

* It was considered m a great fault, that the French did not give bat- 
tle. Louvois prevented it, and his enemies said he wished to prolong 
the war. Tlie fact is, that the pride of Lewis XIV. would not allow 
him to ha*/atd uncertain success. This was not the case, since tlie prince 
of Orange himself wished to give battle, and was only restrained by the 
Spaniards. 
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yuur letter^ makes me treixibte. I shoutl be very ap« 
prebensiveof a disonkr of that kind in 9ucb a climate 
as Provence. I pray God to avtfrt such a scourge froar 
a place where he has fixed you. What misery it is that 
we should be doomed, to pass our days at such a dis*" 
tance from each other, when our affection draws us to- 
gether so closely ! 

Wednesday) 30th. 

Welh I have taken the waters this \noming> my 
dear; ah^ they are horridly disagreeable ! I catledon 
the canoness; she does not lodge with madame de 
Brissac. The company go at six o'clock to the spring; 
there we all assemble, and drink, and make wry faces ; 
for only figure to yourself that they are boiling-hot, 
and have a very nauseous taste of sulphur, ^^e walk 
to and fro, we chat, we go to mass, we work off the 
vnAers, and every <me speaks, without hesitation, 
of. the effect they produce: thus the time passes till 
noon : we then go to dinner, and, after dinner, pay 
visits. This has been my day to see company. ' Ma^ 
dame de Brissac played at ombre with St; Herera and 
Planci : the canonesir and myself read Ariosto ; she ik 
very fond of* Itallaii, drid'' likes me exceedingly. Two 
or three young- ladies of the neighbourhood came with 
a (kite, iilld danced a bouree very prettily : but to finish 
thy account ; at five o'clock, we take a walk in a de- 
lightful country; at seven, we eat U' light supper, and 
at ten, retire to rest. So now you know as much of the 
matter as myselfi 

•*! 6nd the waters agree very weH With me. 1 drank 
a**dozen glasses ; they purge me a little, which is all 
(hat is required of them. I shall bathe in a few days. 
I shall wtite to you every evening ; this is a consolation 
to me ; and my letters will go when it pleases a certain 

VOL. IV. » 
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little post-boy to call for them^ who brings the letters 
and sets oat a quarter of an hour afterwards. Mine 
shall be always ready for him. 

The abbe Bayard is jnst come from his pretty house 
to pay me a visit* He is the DnUd Adama$ of this 
coantry. 

Thunday, Slat* 

Our little post-boy is just arrivedf covered with mud, 
but has brought me no .letters from you. I have one 
from CoulangeSf one from honest d'HacqueviUe, and 
one from the princess of Tarente, who is at Bourbon. 
They have allowed her only to makQ her court for a 
quarter of an hour ; her afiairs will go on swimmingly ; 
she wishes for rae at Paris, but I think myself very well 
where I am. 

The. waters have done me a great deal of good to- 
day. I fear nothing but the bath. Madame de Brissac 
had the colic to-day ; she lay in bed, looked, very 
handsome, and was dressed in a manner fit to make 
conquests. Oh, 1 wish you had but seen how prettily 
she managed her pains, and her eyes, and her arms, and 
her cries, with her hands lying on the quilt; and the 
sympathy she expected from all the by-standers, I was 
so taken up with this scene, and thought it so excel* 
lent, that the stupid posture I stood in, did me, I be- 
lieve, no little credit with her ; for it seemed as if I was 
petrified with sorrow for her sufferings ; and only think 
that this line scene was played off purposely for the 
abb^ Bayard, St. Herem, Monjeu, and Planci ! In 
truth, child, when I think of the simplicity of your 
conduct in your illness, I look upon you as a downright 
ignoramus; the calmness that sits upon your sweet 
face ! In short, what a difference ! I cannot but smile 
at the comparison. 
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Aa to myself, I eat my soup with my left hiamd by 
wmy of norelty. I hear of the good fortmie of Bou* 
chain, and that the king is to return soon ; I suppose 
that his majesty will not come alone. You asked me 
the other day respecting M. Courtin ; he is set out for 
England, and I suppose his companion has now nothing 
more to do than to adore his fair one, you know who, 
without envy and without a riyaL 

LETTER CCCCXVIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Vicbi, Sunday, May «4, 1676. 
I AM really enchanted when I reeeive your letters; 
they are so delightfully entertaining, that I cannot bear 
the thoughts of enjoying the pleasure of reading them 
alone ; but be not alarmed^ I shall commit no folly : I 
show Bayard one line, and the canoness another ; ah, 
the canoness would suit you to a tittle ! Let me assure' 
you, that every one is delighted with your style. I only 
show just as much as is proper, and you may be sure I 
keep the letters too much in my own power, to su&r 
any one to read what I do not wish to have seen, by 
peeping over my shoulders. I have written to you se* 
veral times, both upon the road and from hence. You 
will have seen all I say, all I do, and all I think, and 
even the conformity of our opinions relative to the mar-- 
riage of M. de la Garde. I cannot but admire how 
much our understanding is the dupe of our hearts, and 
the plausible reasons we find to defend a change of> 
sentiments. The coadjutor's, I think, is admirable, but 
the way in which you tell it is still more so: I have/al- 
ways a strong inclination to laugh, when you writ»:me 
any thing about the honest du Pare ; nothing, I con*-. 

t>2 



ceiT^ «ati be' mere diTertiiig, than to seelMNipefsaftd- 
ing hii«;self t^faat he alone can work miracles^ tiwmgh, as 
yau 8»y^«tbe greaiei^ nhiracle wiaoid be, to penuacie 
you of the: truth of it. 

. I am very glad that my d^ir little gtrl is content ami 
happy, I was afraid her little heart would brc^. It is 
certain that the journey from hence to Grrgnan is a mere 
nothing ; but then you ' cannot persuade '■ ittie, tn y- "dear, 
that from Grignan to Lyons is such a trifle; it is a 
very fatiguing journey, and I should be very sorry that 
you attempted it, to go back again directly. I am sted- 
fast in my opinion, you see. If y'ou were one of those 
who are easily persuaded, and carried away here and 
there as others pleased, why, I might have had some hopes 
of bnnf(ing-you along with me ; but you are of a very 
different -stwn^p; I am ee^nvinced I have no complaisance 
orf- that kind to expect from you, and therefore rest sa* 
tisfied that you should keep your love and your money 
to bring you up n*^xt winter, and give me the happi- 
neasr-and consolation of embracing you. If, indeed, I 
were' to faill ill here, which by the way there is not 
the least danger of, I should certainly write for you to 
come to me- with all possible expcdrtiOn; but at pre- 
sent lam very well. I drink like a fish every mom- 
iftg; I am a little like'Nouveau indeed, who Qsed to 
aak, " Am I not very happy ?" So I ask. Do not the 
waters work off well? Are they not right in quantity 
and quality }' Is 'net every thing as it should be ? I am 
told -that I do wonders, and I belifeve it, because I feel 
it; for excepting my hands and knees, which are not 
qoite *as they should be, because I have never been 
pumped on or bathed yet, I am as well as could pos- 
sibly be ekpected. 

0«M^ walks are delightful beyond description, and are 
alone iuffioient to restore me to my health. We are 
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all day long together. Madame de Brissac and the 
canoness dine here very familiarly^, apd as every one 
eats plainly, there is no show of an entertainment at 
any of our tabie9« Aft^^r. that adfnir^ble iar^ -ofTihe 
colic, we had a recovery-piece exhibited with all its 
conoQiQiiaitt langaishings, short breathings, &c. which 
^Mks really worthy of tbe stage ; but it wouid ^taJke up 
ar whole volume to describe all that I have. found- out \h 
this mi^atetvpteoe of the gods. I pass slightly over a 
number of thin^, thai I may not write too much. 
You ip^ke me laugi) with your«acGount of the saint who 
ia fallout &om^ the «kids. upon you at Ajx^ and who 
sleiads in.so^mucii.nesd of bodily purifica^on: he must 
fiertatnlty han^e his rdiots at* his finger-ends: those living 
iP^Uete, as yxNit call his vennin, ahodied me; for, as I 
mtA always to he caUed at St^ Ma^y^s^, tfhevlmug re^ 
licW I faocLod! myself m.M. Rfhoii^««ituation^ 

I am perfocdy smrwhelmed with presents by the 
food people bene ; thif(> it seems> is the cDStom of the 
eouatvy, wheee we may live almost for nothing: two 
fiMria for thece sols, a»d every thing eke in propor* 
tson« There ace ibKe good men bene, Vivose whole 
study is to oblige me; these are Bayard, 6t. Herem« 
and La Fayette; as I frequently make you pay my 
debts, I desire you will remember to say a word or 
two of them in your next. 

Adieui my angel, continue to love me dearly, and 
be assured that you do not love one who is ungrateful. 

ft 
* Madaooe de S^igo^ ym allied by thia Dane «popg the sistera dC 
the VisitatioD, on Accpunt of her ^raod-mothec, the baroness of 
Chantaly who founded that convent, and vhom they consldeced as a 
stinu 
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LETTER ♦ CCCCXIX. 

VBOM MADAMS DX 8£TIGn£ TO TBB COUNT DS BU8ST. 

Viclii, May, VLb, 1676. 
When I beard of your permission to go to Pkris, I felt 
ibe most Hveiy emotions, and I ran with Corbinelli to 
jrejoice with madame de Bussy upon the event. Bui 
she was removed : I expected every moment that yon 
.would come^ and that I should see you enter my apart* 
^ent : but you came not, and I set out for this plaot 
to recover my health, the loss of which has afflicted 
.both you and me. You do well to congratulate me on 
your recall, for I think I shall be much more glad to see 
you again, than you would be to see me. In this hope 

1 shall swallow two doses of water at a time, in order to 
expedite my return to Paris, where I already embrace 
you in anticipation. I entreat my niece de Coligny to 
believe that I love and esteem her. I dare not write, for 
it is almost death to me^ and I must therefore concludes 
ihat you may not lose a cousin who is very much atr 
tacbed to you. 

LETTER CCCCXX. 

. FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNJE TO MADAME DE GRI«NAN. 

Vichi, Tuesclay, May 38, 1676. 

2 OUGHT to receive more of your letters from Paris] 
they will be heartily welcome, my dear child, wheia- 
ever they please to arrive ; you have not a just idea of 
the State of my health : do you not know that I have 
preserved my legs, and that I can walk very well ? I 
have still a few slight pains in my arms, knees, and 
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shonlden, but the pump will remove them all. I look 
well, eat well, and steep welt, and am so free from ha- 
moars> that I sliall continue the waters only a fortnight 
longer, £br fear of overheating my blood. To-morrow 
I begin the pump, and you may depend upon hearing 
regularly from me. Do not scold me for writing, it is 
the only pleasure I have, and I manage my time so as 
Bet to suffer from it. Do not deprive me of a syllable 
respecting yourself: you say such kind things to me, 
so afiectionate, so good, and so true, that I can only an* 
swer them by what I feel. I do not repent that I did 
not let you come tiere, though my heart suffers by it; 
for when I reflect upon your taking all that trouble te 
be only a week or ten days with me, I think I shall be 
much better pleased to see you next winter. I am so 
attached to you that I feel the pangs of separation more 
keenly than any other person; and I have therefore 
been governed by my weakness, without listening to 
ny strong desire of seeing you, and my happiness in 
having that desire gratified. 

I do not intend to remain here more than a week 

longer. The duchess will go before that time, and the 

pretty canoness ; she goes to Bayard's because I am to 

be tbere : he would be as welt pleased to be withoul 

her : there will be a little troop of i^fisiici amanii (ua* 

happy lovers). You lose too much the power of mak* 

ing conquests, my dear child ; ttiis is a circumstance 

you cannot but regret ; you should see the havoc that 

is made here, without distinction, and without appeaL 

I beheld, with my own eyes, a poor Celestin burnt to 

tinder the other day ; judge how strongly this reminded 

me of you. There are some very pretty women here : 

yesterday they danced some of their country bourrees, 

which are really extremely graceful : they are very 

^uick, and are not deficient in degognada: if these 
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Jtiicds were jfrtrodooed at Versailles m iriasqueradle^ 
tiidr moveHy* wM pkase, for Ihey are very ««pi»rtor 
lo tfae JBobeontian dknoes. There was a great- bay f^w*- 
gtttsad as a w«maQ« fvlio idtifiertecl me estremely : bi» 
petticoat was eeoliouaUy in the air, and iie dtspiyty^d a 
pair of bamkoBoe lags uodemeaih it. 

I have made aiyself of eoose^ence kere by the- news 
of our sea»li^t f. As we wept for tbe chevalier 4* 
Tambonneau, the last time he was killed, there is no 
occasion to d6 it now, I think. 

Adieu, my dearest child ; repose yourself in yvuir 
ckarming castle, where I should rejoice to be this sum- 
«ler; but do sot i^peak of it to me. I n^v^r kneslr 
arhiub U vkMtSf hkviff virtio^'btit on fthis-occsmo* 

I RAYB ja^^reoemd two ktters froib yoa ; oeei^iiies 
inini Park, and the other from Lyons. Ym are ^ 
pri«ed :of a .gnk^ pieaslire i& never baYMis iy^var tmn 
telttfvs AQ read : Ik»ow-wt«rh«#e yjni/obia'tn AUryeo 
tmyj bot you.wiiite wiib jL;geaoe andphefn-kAyiihati 
laiset with no wheite eise. You ^idge well iorb^lfsmg 
Ibat I wrttie ^without efiurt, and that my bands are hsA* 
ler : th^ wiHr not yet dose, and the palms and fisgeiv 
are Tory miuch sipeUe<ii This mabes sie trembk, tntf 

•)« This vas the fiecood. eiipgemeot b^twe^ Ruyt^i and Duqu^e. 
it took place on the ^2d March, to the north-east of moiiut Gibel or 
Etna: the event of the battle was doubtful; but Holland sustained an 
irreparable loiia. ftuyter was iftortally wounded. Lewhr XfV. gainr-l 
luiiiself ^faatlienourby j^t^Oiciy r«|^ettiiig «fae toas of Ins iUttttiiotf 
eaen/. 
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f tree k wwj ill gmoe 4o tny handd and avms ; b«t on« 

cireumstaiioe that coneolet me a little is^ that t4ieM my 

p«n withimt diffioalty. 1 began the operation ef the 

pump icHday ; it is no bad reheanal of purgatory. Tbe 

patient is naked in a little subterraneous aparimenty 

where there is a tube of hot water, which a woman dt* 

rects wherever you choose. This state of natttre, in 

which yoa have scarcely a fig-leaf of clotliing, is very 

humiliating. I wished my two women to be with me^ 

that I might see some one I knew. Behind a curtain a 

person ia stationed to support your courage for half- an 

hoar; a pbysician of Gannet fell to my lot, whom raa^ 

dame^e Noailles always takes withber, whom she likes 

eaLtreoiely, a very genteel young man neither a ^nacfc 

nor a bigot, and whom she seirt me from :p«re friend* 

ship. I shall retain bins, though it sbouki cost me my 

hat ; ebe physicians here are mibearaMe, and Sbts man 

aouBes me. He k wot a low mean wretch, neither >is 

be4Mi AnMins; be his witimdiiobesty, a^d be ^ows 

«be worM t in sboit I am petfiKJify eatisfted. tie talked 

l» ntelAfe wAide lime 1 was nnderttxecotlen : think of 

aapest of besiing water paariag upon «Be or other ^ 

ywir'pepr limbs! It is^atfiut applMto^very paitoC 

tfie body, sa Older to nn»e the animal spirits, and then 

tatbe jmnts <itfected; ibat when it com^s to the nape 

^ 4km neck, Hhe heat creates a surprise ^Aadk it ia 

Mpassible 4o ^eseribe. This, ho^vtsfecr, is the' main 

|»otRt. It Jsnecessary to suf&r, and we 4o ^Birffer; we 

ase eiot .quite «calded to death, and are then pat into « 

panua bed where we sweat {ffofusciy, and this is the 

eare. My physician is still very kind to me; lor in^* 

flead'Of leaving me for two houss to the tedionsnessin* 

separable iVem such a sftuation, I make bim read to me, 

and that amuses me. This is the life i shall lead for 

seven or eight days, durinjj; wbicb I expectfEid to ddi^^ 

©4^ 
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the waters also; but this, I am told, wonM be toe 
much; my stay, therefore, will be rather Itmger thaa 
I expected. It was to bid adieu to my rheumatism^ by 
making .the last lather for it, that I was sent here. I 
find it was necessary. It is like taking a new lease of 
life and health, and if I could see and embrace ycku 
pnce more in the tenderness and joy of my heart, yon 
might perhaps still call me your bellimma madre (most 
)»eautii\il mother), and I should not renounce the title 
of mire-beauU (mother*beauty), with which M. deCou- 
langes has honoured me. In short, my child, it de-» 
pends on you to restore me to all my dignities. 

I hare felt the twenty-fourth * of this month very 
painfully ; and have marked it by too tender recoUee-* 
tions : such days are not easily forgotten : but.it would 
be still more cruel not to see me agam, and to refose 
me the satisfaction of being with you^ merely to prev^t 
me from having the grief of bidding you adieu« I con- 
jure you, my child, to reason differently, and to sufier 
d'Haoqueville and me to manage the time of yomr ab* 
fence, so that you may be at Grignan a sufficient tknei 
imd yet have aioogh to come here. What obligatioi) 
iball I not owe you, if yon think of making up to. rae 
next Summer for what you have refused me in this ! It i| 
Iroe that seeing you for cmly a fortnight appeared to me 
an afflicting circumstance for us both ; and I thought it 
fviser to let youlseep all your strength for this winter, since 
i^ is certain that, the extra expenses of Provence being 
jBow at an end, you would not incur greater at Parts ; 
but I have in no way relinquished the hope of seeing 
you,:for I own. that I feel it necessary for the preserva? 
tion of my health and my life. You say nothing of the 
pigeon : is he still timid ? Did you not understand whal 

* The 34th da]^ of May 1675, was ^he day on which the parted 
de Origoan at Fontaiid^leau. *' . ' 
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1 told you upon that sabject ? Mine was not at Boo- 
chain ; he was a spectator of tbo two armies ranged so 
long tn order of battie. This is the second time tha;( 
only the trifling eircunstance of fighting was wanting; 
bnt as two qaarrels are equal to a combat^ I suppose 
that twice within musket-shdt is equal to a battle. Be 
this as it may, the hope of seeing the poor baron gay 
wd cheerfulj has spared me much uneasiness. It is a 
great happiness that the prince of Orange was not v£^ 
fected with the pleasure and honour of being Tanquish*' 
ed by such a hero as ours. You must have heard how- 
our warriors, friends and enemies, visited nell' vno, tuM* 
uUro campo, (in both camps), and sent presents to each 
other. 

I am informed that marshal de Rochefort is cer- 

tainly dead at Nanci, having fallen a victim, not to the 

sword, but to a fever. Do you not like the idea of tiie 

littTe chimney-sweepers * ? we were tired of Cupids. 

If the mesdames de Buous are with you, pray give my 

compliments to them, and particularly to the mother; 

mothers are entitled to this distinction. Madame de 

Krissac is going soon; she made sad complaints to me- 

the other day of your ^coldness to her. The good 

d'Escars and I stay here to complete our cure. Say 

something for me to tell her: you cannot irtagine how 

attentive she is to me. I have not told you how much 

you are celebrated here by the gooti Saint-Herem/ 

Bayard, Brissac, and Longueval. lyHaequeville sender 

me word constantly of mademoiselle de Mori's health :* 

they would be very much alarmed if she' were to have 

the fever, but I hope she will escape as she has so often* 

done before. I am ordered to take chicken-bvoth every 

• She alludtes to a paper fan which Ac tetit to madaine 4e Ginsnaj* 
b; ^e cfaeraUer dc B«oi». 



day ; 9»^mg is m^ive siinple> nor awrt Mfresbiog : 1 
wish yon would Wke sQai«» to prevent your beiqg biMcnt 
op m Grignaiu You »re very facelious qpoa the bfmA^ 
some physician of Cbelles. The story of tb» two 
tbnists. with a sword to weaken bis mao^ is very well 
applied* I am still uneasy about the baaltb of oar 
cardinal; be exbaasts himself with teadiag. Good^ 
beaTCBs ! bsA he not wmi every tbii^g that was to be 
laad? I am delighted, my chiki^ when you spieak of 
your afiection for me : I assare you, you eannot bedievy^ . 
too firmly, that you constitute all the happinesssy all sha 
I^l^isyre^ and all the sorrow, of my life. 

LETTER CCCCXXII. 

TO TUB SAM&. 

Vtchj, Monday evening, June i, 1676. 
Away with you, my lady countess ! to have the assur- 
ance to desire me not to write to you ! I would have 
you know, that it is one of the greatest pleasures I can 
eqjoy. A very preAty regimen you are for prescribing 
me : but I desire you will leave me tp indulge this in* 
clination as I please, since I am always so ready to 
submit to you in every other respect But in tr^th, 
my dear, I take my own time, and the way in which 
you interest yourself, with regard to my health, is the 
very thing that would induce me to take the greatest 
care of it. 

Your reSectioQs on the sgcrifices we are ^obliged to 
make to reason are very just, in our present situations : 
it is undoubtedly true, t,bat the love of God is the only, 
thing that can render us happy, both in this world and 
the other; this has often been said before, but you 
have given a turn to the expression^ wbk^b has forcilMy 



sUhffik me^ Tte dftalh ef itfaraM die Anohcfoiit m a- 
noble snlyecl idf inedttafcferai i^or An ambiliQiii man, 
whfi«g ^mbifeioa k «aliafi^d, td die^at .(be age of ibrty,' 
iftA*€hsplaiKiibi« eb^omfitaiiceJ WUen haWds d.ying, :he^ 
entffriafted 'the ^ounteas jde Gateha to ielch his wife isom 
Hand, and be \ek to her Uie esffe.of GQixiforiing.her^ 
whifih I do Rot «»aeeive can aaaiiy be done* censidering 
in h»w mway ways she is a loser ^. I send a kller 
from madanae de la Fayette^ wbioh witi amuse yoa* 
Mikdaaae de Bisistac came hither for a certain disorder, 
Qftilfid %he eoUci but not.baTing foaand mudi relief, has 
teft Bayard's Unday, after having dressed, dancdd, aad 
sqii«a«ieiied awayj at afarious rate* 

The canoness has written to nnae ; I fanoy I thavissd' 
bar ice by nly coidnefis. I know her perfectly wdll, 
and %he .SNrast way to please her, is never to ask any 
tkttig of har^ Madame de Srissac and she make ^e 
pretest coutraAt of fire and water that lever bel^eML 
I aliQiild like to tee this sane dachess laying abojut lier 
in your I\Uce >d€s Jh-eahmrs f without any respeot ^ 
a^ tir iQoadilie^i ; it eKCoeds every thiiig that «an the 
imagined. Y^u are an odditiy, chikl : let -me teU f^wu- 
sh» wQttld Ihe jvery .well .w.here you would steve wtfek 
hongDr. 

But a wprd or two aboikt this ctisu-miog f^oaip. I 
have akneady given ^ou a description of it: I am neap 
«ft my fourth f^eration, .and am ,lo continue lo etgibk 
My |»oKipiniti0ii8 ■9XB so iprofiis^ that they wot ibe IM^ 
Ive9ae> nader ma,; I really diink all the liquids i haiw 
dw»k m^0i[ .^iiwie I <€a«ia into 'the world miM ^Iwe v»^ 

» laeimi^^ii4<no«kthli'Snie : %B<eH in tore irlft her, vaA^ttHna^ 
«di«> totka eiiil*ef to lUit* 

t- AdpabU^ifl^ 4^ die torn «f jfdi. 
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nained in me till now. When I am in bed, tfiere m 
really no bearing it ; my head, my whole body, is i» 
motion ; my spirits are alt in arms, and my heart beal» 
violently. Here I He for a whole hoar without opea«> 
ing my mouth, while the sweat is coming on, which la8t» 
for two hoars at a time ; and to prevent my losing all 
psttence, I make my physician read to me : the mair 
pleases me very much, I assure yoa, and I belieTe he 
woald also please yoa. I have put him upon studying 
Descartes' philosophy, and repeat to him some things 
I remember to have heard from you. He is a man of 
good education, and knows the world ; he is no quack i 
can tell you, but unites the gentleman with the physi* 
dan ; in a word, he is very entertaining. 

I shall soon be left alone here, but that givea me 
no concern, provided they do not deprive me of the 
charming landscape, the rii^er Ailier, the thousand little 
woods, the brooks, the meadows, the sheep> the goate^ 
and the peasant girls, that dance the bourree upon the 
green. I consent to bid adieu to the rest, the country 
alone would cure me. The sweats which weaken every 
one else, give me fresh strength, which is a sufficient 
proof that my disorders proceeded from a redundancy 
<^ humours. My knees are much better ; my< hand* 
indeed are still a little refractory, but they too will 
come round in time. I shall continue to drink the 
waters till a week after Corpus Christi day, and then I 
must suboMt to the mortifying reflection of removing 
to a greater distance from you. • I own it would give 
me real satisfaction to have you here' entirely to my- 
eelf ; but you have inserted a clause respecting every 
one's returning to their own home again, that makea 
me shudder: but no more of this subject, my dear 
€bild> it is aU over. Do^aU in your power to come and 



iee me this winter. I mast say that I thiak you ought 
Co wish to do it> and that M. de Grignan ought likew^ise 
to wish you to gire me that gratification. 

I must tell you, that you do the waters of this place 
injustice in supposing them to be black ; no« no, they 
are not black ; hot, indeed, they are. Your Provence 
gentry would relish this beverage very indifferently; 
but if you put a leaf or flower into these waters, it 
comes out as fresh as when first gathered ; they are so 
far from parching the skin, or making it rough, that 
they render it smoother and softer than before : now 
reason upon that. Adieu, my dear child ; if it was re- 
quisite to the drinking of these waters, that I should 
not love my daughter, I would renounce them in* 
stiuitly. , 

LETTER CCCCXXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Vichi, Thursday, June 4, 1676. 
To-BAY I have finished the use of the pump and the 
sweating : I believe that in the space of eight day8> 
not less than ten quarts of water have been extracted 
Grom my poor body. I am persuaded nothing else could 
have done me so much good; and I look upon myself 
now as insured from rheumatisms for the rest of my 
life. The being pumped upon and the sweating are 
certainly dreadful for the time ; but then there is a 
certain half hour when we feel dry and refreshed, and 
take chicken broth, which I cannot rank in the numbec 
of innocent pleasures ; for it is a stare of luxurious en- 
joyment. My physician kept up my spirits ; I amused 
Viyself with him by talking of you ; he was deserving 
of iu He left me to-day, but is to return again, for he 
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k fcmd of gtt»d ftociety, and since the ^bpartdre of the 
duchess de NoailUa, he has not found binuelf so vveU' 
off as at present. To-morrow I am to take a gentle 
purgative^ than to drink the' waters far a weak, and ail 
is over. My kaaes are nearly we\\, bat I cannot 3r«t 
close my hand. There m a madame ]e Bsroir here, 
who stammers so dreadfully with the palsy, that she is 
quite an object of pily ; but when we see her ngly^ old, 
dressed to the ^height of the fashion, with a fly-cap 
npon a half-bald pate, and reflect, that after having 
been two and twenty years a widow, she fell violently 
in love with M. de la Baroir, who was paying iiis ad- 
dresses publicly to another, that she gave this man 
every bribing she had in the world, and that he has 
never slept with her but a quarter of an hour since they 
have been married, and then merely to legalise the 
marriage, and secure her property, and afterwards 
turned her headlong out of the houne ; (what a long-' 
winded period is this!) when we consider all this, I 
say, we have a strange inclination to spit in her face. 

We hear that madame de Pequigny * is coming hi« 
t^rer likewise; she isthedumean Sybil. She is seek- 
ing a core for seventy-three, an age that aits somewtet 
uneasily upon her. This place will become a perfect 
bedlam soon. Yesterday 1 myae^f put a rose into the 
hot wdi, where it soaked fbr'a^ngtioie, and on taking 
it tmt, it was as freah as when upon the bosh : I pot 
another infto % n^aucepan of botling water, and it was in 
a jeWf, m an instant. This expeninent, vi^ich I 'had 
el^4ieard menftioned, atfibrded mea good-deal'of pkfa- 
sore. The waters are tjeitainlynriracirlous. 

I intend to send yon, by a -Titiae priest who is going 

« €l0a Ch«ADt«e d^iAiSfi^ laatbtt ^f ChnAet <riUbert, Mr ^ 



lo AtXi SL book* viUcb to i»BkN3i«ftUy hmA, fiiid wiiich 
has amused me highly; it isdoatitfedi T^ HktoFy of 
tbe^Vtastrs, ifi-iv^kh y,fi|i» mil j9ifiei* wUi»* tlte \v»rf of 
IbngaiEy alid Qaedj^ «ni' kitte rp^ngoH'of tb^grwid 
Yi^MT'^ v^fiftn yioni tov$ hdacd 90 bmc^ «Kt€4M, and 
wfao sifcili reigns, -yoti wiU^ttd a mui 80^flel^Gt> ibsU; I 
tbtak 00 ChrUtiaa ean aii^rpa^s bim. God pi^eaer^e 
Ohristiantty. You will likewise Aaeet with aome «c* 
coiints of dike valour of the king of Poland f, which 
are not, known, aad are tioly worthy of admim^&a* i 
am novr icnpatieiiily es^ciifltg letters froea you, wad sa. 
I gossip ki the -mean time. Bo not be a^aid tlut I 
shall ever receive any injury from it; tfawse ib^ ii* 
daoger ) i a *w«itti^^ atinlght'. 

Well' ! my dear lovely x!hiM> 1 hsi^» jiist m«etfeA 

yoar krtter of tlie i^dthr of Mifty^. Tbene arfe jonHe* pa»^ 

a»Ses to b whtehiaiake inie laugh till' the t^ra €oai» 

iaix> my ejres: ithat>7 wheri^ yo»4ay you oaiMMt^iid » 

word for flaadnnede latSaytftibe^ is'^dittipftble. 1 tiaiilfcs 

ysMi are so mulch inlhe right, that 1 cannot condoHNS' 

how I CDidd aak sueh it:neediess^lhing,df you:; perhaps 

it snuas in the %nmfsxt e(f my ^atNAude for ^he :f^obdi 

wJBe'^lhat fiondied .of *tti^ ca«^: -yottTM^eftiwvays-rcAdf 

tbJdifOivd!i«r:in(!ai5z|i|id5a, dnd.'some other ward .whieh £ 

do-iiot.now rteolkot.' I -atB^ • ofaarHiod that oi9tr :pige»tp 

ttay *aoi»e fhiy have the figiM<e of a Gri^an ; yon re* 

pffeaent him as -very pcetty and very amiable • you wore 

CftHseieaaly akrmesd at hb bashlMness; his educAtipib 

will he an smumieilt'tx) you, afild wiil prove the hap- 

pinMs» of 'ins Aituce life : you take the right method to 

oaks Mm a' good Tosaat, You ^iiow iste the advantage of 

« Achmct Coprogli Pacha, who died in December, 16; 6. 
•f John Sobicbkif ^ ■ 
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putting him into breeches; they are mere girls whil« 
they continue in petticoats. 

Yott are not yet satisfied about my hands, you say^ 
my dearest child ; I can almost do what I will with 
them now, only that I cannot close them farther than 
is necessary for holding my pen ; for the palms do not 
seem to have any inclination to umwclL What think 
you of these agreeable relics of a rheumatism } The 
cardinal (de Retz) wrote me word the other day, that 
the physicians have given the disorder in his head the 
title of a rheumatism of the membranes, what a name! 
I had nearly burst into tears at the bare mention of the 
word rheumatism. 

You seem to^ be very well off this summer in your 
ch&teau, M. de la Ganle is no small addition to your 
society, and I am persuaded you think so, and take ad* 
▼antage of it. I think I did very wisely in saving yoa 
the fatigue of a journey to Vichi, and myself the^iain 
of biddihg you adieu again, almost as soon as you ar^ 
rived. But I flatter myself with the hopes of going 
lo Grtgnan another year; I wish to see you in your 
ch&teau with all the Grignans there are in the world; 
there can never be too many. I have a tender rememp^ 
hrance of my last visit, which bids fair for a secimd' 
journey as soon as I am able to undertake it I abso* 
Kitely laughed, though against my inclination, at the 
news honest d'Hacqueville sent you of the engagement 
at sea; it was like sending me news from Rennes, when 
I was at the Rocks : but pray look out for somebody 
else to join you in laughing at him ; you know the vow 
I took when he sent me Davenneau's * letter, which re* 
stored me to life. 

• See tke Letter of 33d Fdbniary. 
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What say yon of marshal de Lorges ? He is captain 
^f the gardes du corps ; the two brothers are become 
twins *. Mademoiselle de Fremont is really very well 
/married, and M. de Lorges too : I am heartily rejoiced 
at it for the sake of the cheralier (de Grignan) ; the 
more his friend is adranced, the more he will have it in 
his power to serve him. Madame de Coalanges writes 
me word that she has heard that madame de Brissac is 
cured, and keeps the waters of Vichi upon her stomach : 
so much for our good little friend. You have struck 
the good abbe all of a heap with talking about not re* 
suming yenr apartment at Paris : alas ! my dear child, 
I keep it, and delight in it on no other account: in 
God's name, do not think of taking op your abode any 
where bat under my roof. I perfectly adore the abb^ 
for what he has written to me on that subject^ and for 
tiie desire he shows of my receiving so dear and agree- 
able a companion there. Adieu, my dear ; I embrace 
yon a ^ousand and a thousand tiroes, with a tenderness 
that ought to please you, if you really love me. Pre- 
sent my best compliments to M. de la Garde, and to 
M. do Grignan; particularly to the first on his nuptials. 
Kiss thepigeom ibr me ; I am delighted at the sprightli- 
ness of Paulina, but will the Hitie Httle onef absolutely 
live hi spite of the opinion of Hippocrates and Galen ? 
I dare say he will prove a v'ery extraordinary roan» 
The inhumanity you give your children is one of the 
most convenient things in the world. Thank God there 
is one % who no longer thinks of either father or mo- 

• Mudttl de Dmss and minlttl dc Loigcs noe both captains in 
yhe gardes du <;oips at the ttmc time. 

f The child of which madame de Grignan was deiifered at the eightli 
inooth. See the Letter of 23d February. 

X Mary Blanch^ of whom mention is aoade in the Letter of 6tji 
May. 
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ther; ah! my dear;, she n^ver ]«tmt:Umt happy qua- 
lity from yoa; you'love m^ but too well, aind I aiway^ 
find your thoughts oocupicd %vttb:9i^ «dHmy heidtti. 
I am afraNi yjQu. haf« aufierad' tAo^viooh.on my ao 
^ount. 



LFITER CCCCXXIV. 

TO THE SAHB. - 

Vicbi^ Monday, June 9« 1676. 

Doubt not, my child« but that itafiGeflts.me.paui&Uy'tA 
be obliged to pilfer any thiog to .you. who. ane so.d«ar 
to me ; all my coasolatkui %^ that yoa ave not t^^nant 
of my sentiments,, aod will find in. my ooikUict an ««? 
cellent subject, for reflecting^ as. .yoa did the other da^j 
on the preference to b^ jgiy.eato>dutjf oner infihaatioiii 
But I conjure you and M. de Grignan Ukawiso,. to> havro 
the goodness to comfort me ihis winiar, for a aaorifica 
which has cost me so dear. If this is what-is eaikll 
\irUie and gratitude, 1 no loager wonder that we fiiul 
so Ultle promptitude in .e«erx;isiiig these Boble viitueft 
I dare not, however, dwoli long oa these thovghtSsthey 
ipterrupt tbe calmness of aind enjoined to those whm 
repair hither. Let me elsoi entreat jpu to'considar yo«u^ 
self engaged to me as Visual, and be assured that it is 
precisely what I most ardently wish for. 

You are uneasy, you say, about my being pumped 
upon : I hAYe borne it now for eight mornings suoces** 
sively ; it made me sweat profusely, which is what was 
wished ^ and has been so far Itom wmkenisig sue, that 
I find myself tbe stronger for it. It is certain that 
yoor presence wouW h-ave been a great comfort to me, 
but I doubt whether I siiould have suffered you to have 
staid amidst all this smoke and vapour : my sweating, 
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I iweyi ^vp(dd:liaTe ia:ii(itle «eccited ycMirpity; but, 
upon the wMe# I atBure.ycm, il am the adniration of 
tbe place, for baTia^.sotYXMJca^ausly supported the 
operatioa. My.koees ase perfectly cured, and cottM I 
but close my hands, there would be no remains of my 
diserder left. ' I > aball* continue . to dr'mk the^^aters till 
Saturday, wkich w>iil be ray. sixteenth 4ay : they pnrglb 
oie, aod <k> cae-a great deal of good. - 1 'ani' vexed tha4 
yon cannot see the. bout r6es«f thrs> ceontry ; it is the 
most sttrprising sight. iaia^iDakde ; t>he peasantry 'dance 
iaas true ttm^ as- you {.do, and mth'soch an activity, a 
sprigbtiiiiessy that, .in- short, I am quite in 'raptures with 
them. I ha^e.a litkle./band of'^^m«wc--.every eTentng; 
which costs. lae a mere i trifle, and if is perf^tty en^ 
okaotiag tasee the remain of' tbe« shepherds arid shep^ 
herdesses ofLigoon ^' dancing ^n these deli^htflil mea"* 
dow& It is irBpesaiblecfer me not to wis h^ you* here, 
with all your wisdom, a - spectatress -of these* pleasing 
follies. We have .the' Comraan 'Sybil f here stfll, so 
bedecked, and so. gay! she tblnksy poor sou); shis is 
GoreSl ; which makes mei^ptty her. I- kno^v not-what 
nul^t ! hs^tpea . indeed, if this >was the fotmtain of 
youth. 

What you say of Death taking the liberty oHnter- 
rpptiag. Fortune is admirable; this onght lo 'comfbrt 
those whoiare.iiotiinthe number of her favonntes, am! 
to diminish the bitterness* of detfth. Yon- a^ me if* I 
am religious : alas 1 my* daar, - Lam^ not efcffficiently^ so, 
for which I am very sorry ; but yet I think I' am sorae^ 
VKhatdekaehtd irom what is' calte<) the' world. Age and 
sickness fgife us-leisnre enough for senous* reflectioD ; 

• A mimJI nver, but lendered famous by the romance of-Aitrwa. 
t M i ii a i il f g ^na quign v. See the preceding Letter. 
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bat what I retrencli firom the reit of the woild I bestow 
upon you, 90 that I make but small advances in the 
path of detachment ; and yoo know that the law of the 
game is to begin by effacing a little, what is dearest to 
our heart. 

Madame de Montespan set out last Thursday from 
Moulins in a boat delightfully painted and gilded, and 
furnished with crimson damask ; this magnificent little 
Tessel had been provided for her by the intendant (M. 
Morant), and was ornamented with an infinite number 
of devices, and the colours of France and Navarre ; 
nothing was ever more gallant ; it could not have cost 
him less than a thousand crowns ; but he was amply 
repaid by a letter which the fair one wrote to bis ma- 
jesty on the occasion, which it is said she filled with 
nothing but encomiums upon its magnificence. She 
would not be seen by the women, but the men got a 
sight of her under the shadow of the intendant's coun* 
tenance; She is gone down the AUier to meet the 
Loire at Nevers, which is to have the honour of fan," 
Teying her to Tours, and firom thence to Fontevrauld *, 
where she waits for the king's return, who is taken up 
at present with his warlike occupations. I fimcy this 
preference is not very pleasing. 

I shall easily comfort myself for de Ruyter's death, 
OB account of its rendering your intended voyage more 
safe : is it not true, my dear count? Yoo desire me te 
love yoo both ; alas ! what else do 1 do ? Pray be easy 
on tnat score. / 

I have told you what our little Coulanges says rs« 
specting the cure of the duchess (de Brissac), which 
consists in retaining the waters of Vichi : this is pleasant 

* Fontevxauld is but onckague fion the nttr 
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enough. Yoa find I knew all about Qtufumi * at the 
time you mentioned it to me. 

I have just taken my waters, and they are half gone 
o£r again ; this is Tuesday^ at ten o'clock in the fore-« 
noon. As I am certain I cannot please you better than 
by laying down my pen, I conclude with embracing 
you tenderly. 



LETTER CCCCXXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

V jchi, Thuraday evening, June 11^ 1676. 
You should be welcome, my dear^ to come and tell me 
in person that I must not write to you at five o'clock iu 
the evening : hot it is the only pleasure I haye ; it is the 
only thing that keeps me awake. If I had an inclina* 
tton to take a little nap, I should only have to uke the 
cards in my hand, for nothing so effectually puts me to 
sleep. If I want to keep awake, which by the bye is 
what I am ordered to do, I must think of you, write to 
you* and chat with you, about the news of Vichi : this 
is the true and only method of preventing all sorts of 
dozing or laziness in me. 

This morning when I was at the well, I saw an ho- 
nest capuchin, who made me a very low bow, which I 
returned with equal respect on my side, for I greatly 
honour his dress. He began to talk to me of Provence^ 
of you, and of M. Roquesante, and of having seen me 

* The natural dauber of Henry Julius de Bourbon, duke of An- 
gaien, and of Frances de Montalais, relict of Jean de BeQil, count 
of Marans. She was declared legitimate in June, 1693, and 5th 
Maicb, 1696, the married Armand de rBspars de Madaillan marquis de 
hitm, whose tl^iid mk she mM* The name q£ Gaenani here is the 
Aoagiaxn of Jngidm. 
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«tt AtiL, amlof th« gtitffyeni ha^4)«en uiidkr on a^coofi^ 
of roy indisposition. I wish> yofi had seen' how* mu«b J 
made of the go«Ki father, the instant I fMsnd hian. so 
well informed. I do not suppose that yoa Ifafveever 
seen or remarked hkn ; but he liientieited yom* nwae, 
and that was enmi^ fer nve.^ The f byaiciaawhom I 
still retain for the sake of his society, cou.tdniM belp[ 
wondering to see me fix myself upon the good father. 
I assured him that if be were in Provence, and should 
tell you that he had been with me at Vichi, he would 
not meet with a worse recef>^0|nt.on that account; he 
seemed to me impatient to go there, that he might tell 
you something of my heahb, which, my hands ex- 
cepted, is now quite established, and 'I afin pi«rs«aded 
you wotild not be soiry to embrace me in my p?«seiit 
situation, especially as you knew bow^I h^«)e^beenr-b«^ 
fore. We shall see-, howcrer> whetber you can 8«#l owi- 
tinne to'dispense with the presence of those yow k)i«f ; 
or whrther you will gi-ve them the pleasure of seeiitg 
you, ^'here d^Hacqaevitte and I expect^ youf 

' La Pequigny is retnrned vheeepeetedly to the'spHng^ 
oh,' she is a strange machine ! «he WiHdo? ev^ry tbiirg 
that I do, that she may be as well as I am. Her phy-^ 
sicians tell her she will be so, and mine laughs at betv 
But notwithstanding all her follies and weakfteases, slie 
does not want wit, and has said five or «x very good 
things. Slie is the only person whom; I have ever seen 
practise the virtue of liberality without restraint or li- 
mitation. She has 2^5^00 lotris, which she is^etefmitieiil 
to .leave behind her in this place. . She treats, she 
raiBesK .$be dresses, she maintains the poor : ask her for 
a piilale, aDd. ,»he gives twow Things,, tjtiat 1 have hi^ 
tberto only supf o«ttd>; I fiad. .reaKs»diin her. lQ4«eil 
she has- 25-000 crowns a year; ««d when lit 'Pari»«bei 
only spends 10,000. Here is some fouwdation* fbr atf* 

f 1 ' ; T 
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this magnificence ; but I think her very praise-worthy 
for adding the will to the power, two things which are 
almost always separated. 

The good d'Escars has reminded roe of what I said 
to the duchess (de Brissac), the day the Celestin friar 
was so smitten, at which she laughed immoderately; 
and as you generally expect some sincerity from me 
on these occasions, I will tell you what I said to her. ' 
" Really, madam,'' said I, " you take good aim at the 
Either, yoa are determined not to miss him/' She 
pretended net to understand me; upon which I told 
her I bad seen the poor Celestin in flames : she knew it * 
very well, but never checked herself in the pleasure of 
committing murders. 

I 
Friday noon* 
1 am just come from the well, that is to say, at nine 
o'clock, and the waters have performed their duty : you 
must not therefore be angry, my love, if I write a short 
answer to your letter : in God's name rely upon my 
care of myself, and laugh, laugh. upon my report; I 
laugh myself whenever 1 can : I am a little troubled 
indeed with a desire to go to Grignan, where I assuredly 
shall not go. You have given roe a plan for this suromer 
and autumn, that would please and suit me extremely : 
I should then be at M. de la Garde's wedding ; I should 
fill my place very well, and would help you to be re- 
venged for the Loire affair : I would sing : '* The wisest 
falls in love, and is caught he knows not how," In shorty 
Grignan and all its inhabitants hang strangely abo«t 
my heart. I assure you I perform an heroic, a very 
heroic action, in removing thus far from you. How I 
love you for remembering, so opportunely, our Moral 
Essays ! I both prize and admire them. It is certain, 
that M. de la Garde's myself is going to be multiplied ; 

VOL. IV. « 
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SO lAuch the better, every thing of his most be good. 
He sttU suits my taste as much as at P^ris. I have not 
had the curiosity to asic any question about the lady *. 
Do you remember what 1 told Corbinelli one day« that 
» certain man was going to marry ? " Is this all you 
know about it ?'* said he« I am« however, indiffereirt 
about it» persuaded that if I had ever heard her name, 
you would have told me further particulars. 

I return to the subject of my health, which is now 
perfectly restored ; the waters and the pumping have 
evacuated a great quantity of homoura. I walk now 
like another person; I am afraid of growing too fiii 
agaio^ that is all my uneasiness, for I should like to re« 
main just as I am. My hands are still a little stiflT, bat 
the warm weather will bring them about. They want 
to send me to Mont d'Or, but I will not go. I now eat 
any thing, that is to say, I might, if I were not taking 
the waters. I have experienced greater benefit at Vichi 
than any one else has done, for there are many who can 
say of these baths, 

Ce bain si chtud, tant de fbis eprouv^, 
M'alaist^ oomme U m*a trouv^f • 

For my part I should fib if I were to say so, for there 
is so little diSerence in ray hands and other people's, 
that it is hardly worth mentioning. Pass your sommer 
then happily, my dear : I wish I could send you two 
dancing girls, and two lads who play on the tabor and 
pipe here, for the wedding, that you might see their 

* The marriage in question did not take place, notwithstan^ng thii^ 
were in such forwardness. M. de la Garde was the son of Lewis 
d'Esealin des Aimers, baron de la Garde, and of Joan Adhemav dt 
Monteil, auBt of M. de Grignan. 

f Though soak'd in water to the chin, 
I cane oot^-joft it I weat in* 



Manner ^f dancing a bmrrie: the Bohemians are in* 
elegant and tasteless compared to them, i delight in 
gracefulness. Do yon remember bow red you onctt 
made my oyer look, at seeing yoo dance remarkably 
well t I assare you, that yoa would receive no smi^l 
pleasure, from ieeing this dance performed as it is here* 
I most think of my letter for M. de ia Garde. To-» 
morrow 1 s^ out frimi hence : I shall go and rest myself 
a while at Bayard's, and then remove to a still greater 
distance from the ohjeet of my tenderest lore, ttU It 
ahall please yoa lo take the necessary 6teps for restoring 
joy to my beait, and health to my body, as you know 
tlM one ie neariy aoncemod In whatever i^u tka 
othen 

LETTER CCCXJXXVI. 
TO taa SAM£* 

ttova th« «bM Baysk^'t) at Lsagltf # 
M«mclay, June 15, iey6. 

I AaiuvB» here on Saturday last, my dear, as I informed 
yoa I should. I tode medicine yesterday, in order to 
acquit myaelf of all the ceremonials of Vichi ; I am ia 
petibet health; the wieirm weather will completely re« 
More my hands ; I make the yoke they have laid on me« 
as tight and easy as possible: I begin to walk later, to 
resume my usual hoar of going to bed# and am no 
longer the poor timid creature that I was. However, I 
manage my little ^itf with prudence; and if I should 
steer wrong, it ift only to cry out rheumatmi to me, and 
I instantly return to my pr(^er course. Would to 
God, my dear, that by the effect of some art, black ot 
white, you could be transported hither for a while ; 
yon would be perfectly delighted with the virtues and 

e2 
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hospitality of the master of the house, and would ad-« 
mire his courage and perseverance in converting a hi- 
deous desolate mountain into the most beautiful and de- 
licfous spot imaginable. I am sure it is a novelty that 
could not fail of striking you. If this mountain were at 
Versailles, I do not doubt, but there are some who would 
prize it above all the forced beauties that are there ex* 
torted from poor oppressed Nature, in the short and 
transitory effects of namerous fountains. The pipe and 
tabor call forth the fauns to dance the bourree of Au- 
Yergne in woods replete with odours, which remind me 
of yours in Provence ; in short, we talk of you here, 
we drink your health, and here I rest my wearied limbs 
in ease and tranquillity. On Wednesday I shall be at 
Mouiins, where I shall Bnd a letter from you, without 
offence to the one I expect after dinner. The people 
in this neighbourhood are more reasonable, and well 
bred, than any I have met with in the other provinces ; 
for they have seen the world* and have not forgotten it 
The abbe Bayard appears to me to be happy, both in 
being and thinking himself so. But I, my dear count- 
ess, cannot be happy without you : my heart is always 
agitated with hopes and fears, and with the dreadful 
apprehension of seeing my days pass away at a distance 
from you. Time runs and flies swiftly, and I know 
not how or when I shall overtake you. But I will 
chase these gloomy reflections, by. calling to mind a 
remark that was made to me in Britany of the avarice 
of a certain priest: " Madam/' said the person to mt, 
very innocently, " he is a man who eats the small fish 
all his life, that he may eat the large fish after he is 
dead." I thought this a pleasant stroke, and I apply 
it to myself in my present situation. Certain ties and 
considerations oblige me to f^ed upon ^mall fish all my 
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life, in the hope of having the large fish when I am 
dead. 

The swelling of my hands has now disappeared, and 
as I was always in hope that heat wguld have the de- 
sired effect on them, it determined me to take the jour- 
ney to Vichi, where the pumping and sweating have 
rid me of all future apprehensions of the rheumatism : 
this IS what I aimed at, and which I have heen fortu- 
nate enough to attain. 

I consider myself greatly honoured by the praise M* 
de Grtgnan bestows upon my letters; I never think 
them good ; but since you both approve them, I ask no 
more. I thank you for the hope yoa give me of seeing 
you this winter ; I never more ardently longed to em- 
brace you. I love the abbe for having written to yon 
in so tender and paternal a style: must not he, who 
can with difficulty support my being absent from him 
for only six weeks, enter deeply into the affliction I feel 
in passing so much of my life without you, and into the 
extreme desire tl»t I have to be with you ? 

They say madame de Rochefort is inconsolable. 
Madame de Vaubrun is still in as deep despair as at 
first. I will write to you from Moulins ; I have not 
time to answer half your agreeable letter. Adieu. 

LETTER CCCCXXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

From Moulins, Thursday, June 18, 1676. 
Since you will have me remove farther from you, and 
are weary of an ^answer in four days, alas! I will 
comply ; but this is not to be done without grief, and 
without reflecting as we have already done, on the laws 
we are obliged to impose on ourselves, and the martyr- 
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dom we vohiatarily suflTer^ by giving the preference to 
duty over inclination ; I am a striking example of this. 
But I must own to you» my beloved child, that my 
sorrow is somewhat alleviated by the hope I carry with 
me of seeing you this winter. 

Kuyter is dead ; let the Dutch regret his loss; to mc 
this event seems the means of giving you more liberty. 
Coasting voyages are disagreeable; and that which M, 
de Grignan has to make, is not the most convenient in 
the world. We will endeavour to let yoa rest quietly 
at Grignan till the month of October. It was that yoa 
might iK>t break your rest that I was agaiBst your cooiv 
ing to me at Vichi, and for certain other reasons that I 
have already told you. 

I left Langlar yesterday. The good princess (of 
Tarente) sent a servant to me to acquaint me she sbQuki 
be here on Tuesday tlys IQih, Bayard, with his perfect 
virtue, could not comprehend the absolute uece^sity of 
my setting out : he kept tlte servant, and assured me w 
strongly that the princess would wait for me till Wed- 
nesday, which was yesterday, and that he himself would 
accompany me, that I yielded to him. Accordingly, 
yesterday we came hither^ but the princess had set ooi 
by day -break, artd had left a letter for me full of the 
lamentations of Jeremiah: she is returned to Vitre 
without seeing me, which she says truly afflicts her, and 
adds, that it would have been some comfort to her, to 
have spoken to nie ; I was excessively vexed at the in- 
cident, and could absolutely have beaten Bayard. We 
slept at madaroe Fouquet's, where a very pretty wo- 
man, a relation of hers, received us, and did the ho* 
Hours of the house. These poor souls are at Pome, 
in a small house they have purchased, where I shall 
pay them a visit this afternoon. lam going to dine aA 
St. Mary's with M. de Moutmorenci*s tomb, and tb^ 
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Jktle Valen^aM. Frcrni Pome I shall write yon a great 
many particaiars relatire to §tuanto, which will wiTprise 
3^00; what will appear excellent to you is, that they 
will aU be tnie^ einI all mysterioas. Bayard is of the 
party ; he is a secoud d'Hacqueville for honesty, arbi* 
traticois^ and sage adrice. lie is an adorer of yours, 
and beseseches you to permit hitn to continue so, or 
aceoont of the regard be has fur me. 

If you receive an answer fitwn M. dc Loi'ges to 1^ 
you know, that people are happy when they are con- 
tented* pray let me have a sight of it : in the mean 
4h»e iet ne tell yoo this man has^gained hy^ his modep- 
ation« what the other will perhaps never acquire with 
all the assistance of fortune. He is happy because he 
is contented, and be is contented because he has good 
aense. What you said the other day of Rechefort was 
as good as it was just, that in wishing for every thing, 
he had only forgotten to wish not to die so soon. Thia 
was a stroke not to be excelled, but there would be no 
end of repeating every thing of that kind which comea 
from you. 

You desired to know if it be true, that the duchess 
of Sault * was really a page : no, she was not absolutely 
a page ; but it is true that she was so tired of remain- 
ing in the solitude of Machecoul with her mother, and 
thinks it so pretty to be the duchess of Sault, that she 
can scarcely contain her joy, and this is what the Ita- 
lians call iKm pud cepire. She is very happy to be 
contented, and that diffuses a sort of extravagant joy 
6ver all her actions, which is no longet* the fashion at 

* Paol^ de Gkmdi, daughter of Peter and Catharine de Gondi, 
duchess of Retz, married March 12, 167 5, to Francis Emmanuel de 
Bonne de Cr^ui, duke ef Lesdtgui^res, and the same who was after- 
wards called duchess of Lesdiguiferes. 
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court, where every one has his griefs, and where a smile 
has not appeared for several years. Her person woald 
-please you, though she is not handsome ; for she is very 
finely formed, and is very graceful, in every thing she 
does. 

I am. continually in pain for our cardinal, for he con- 
ceals all his disorders from me on account of the lively 
interest I take in his health : but that perpetual head- 
ache does not please me. I am very well, and only ex- 
pect from warmth the free use of my hands, though 
they serve me as well as if nothing ailed them: 1 am 
l)ecome used to their. little defects, and really begin to 
think that it is not so very necessary to shut one's hands; 
of v^hat use is it? It is of no consequence when there 
is no one whose hand we wish to press. Besides, it is a 
small relic of the disorder, for which I have so pro- 
found a respect, that the very name of it makes me 
tremble. In short, my angel, give yourself no farther 
concern about me : all that remains' to make me com- 
pletely happy depends upon you. 

LETTER CCCCXXVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

From Pom^, Saturday, June 20, 16; 6. 
You Still upbraid me with my unkindness in not suffer- 
ing you to come to Vichi : believe me, my dear child, I 
suffered more in that refusal than yourself, but it did 
not please Providence to dispose things in such a man- 
ner as to allow me that greatest of all pleasures. I was 
afraid of the inconvenience attendant on such a journey, 
which is both long and dangerous; and then the heat 
of the weather was another circumstance. I was afraid 
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that this journey would prevent another ; I was afraid 
of parting with you ; I was afraid of following you ; 
in short, I was afraid of every thing from my own 
weakness and affection: it was only your absence 
that could make me give the abbe the preference. I 
was but too much taken up with the thought of our 
near vicinity to each other ; a thought which has caused 
me to the full as much trouble as it has to you, and has' 
frequently brought tears into my eyes. Thus much 
have I to say in justification of myself and of the truth : 
accept it as such, my child, and convince me of yout 
tenderness in return, by coming to me this winter. 
But let us change the subject. 

I have been here ever since Thursday, as I told you I 
should be, and to-morrow I go to Moulins, from whence 
I shall set out on Monday for Nevers and Paris. This 
is the best place in the world ; the house is pleasant, and 
the chapel handsomely ornamented. If my poor hands 
should oblige me to take another journey to Vichi, I 
assure you I will not be guilty of the same cruelty to 
myself that I was last time. Corbinelli thinks me en- 
listed into the array of indolence ; but I do not know 
whether the return of my health may not throw me 
back into my wonted rusticity. If it does, I will let 
you know, that you may not show me more regard than 
I deserve. 

1 commend you highly for the desire you express of 
seeing the poor baron * settled. When I get to Paris, 
I will study how to second your good intentions. Do 
you not think we are very fortunate in having such a 
quiet campaign ? I am sadly afraid of a detach meni 
for Germany. I tind you are not in absolute ignorance 

* M. d« S^igii^, her ion. 
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of De Roytir's deaths nor of poor Penaotier's* iiofNrison* 
ment I shall get to Parb time enough to ioform yoa 
more particularly about these tragical events. I heart- 
ily wish your little rirer may fttrnish you with water 
miough to bathe yourself coolly and commodiously, for 
they have a strange method of bathing at Vichi. 

Mooliosy Sanday evenbg, Juoe 31* 
What happiness, ray dear child, to receive your letter 
of the 17 th, as soon as I arrived from Pomer where I 
led the two saints f ! I have brought mademoiselle de 
Fouquet with me, who does the houodrsof her mother's 
house in this place; she is to return to*morrow morn* 
ing» when I shall set out for Nevers. 

You judge extremely well of the me in the Moral 
Essays. It is certain* as old Chapelaiu observed, that 
there is a tincture of the ridiculous in that expression i 
the rest of the work is far too grave for such foppery^ 
^ut we make a very good use of it. You describe 
Grignan to me as surprisingly beautiful; well, am I 
to bUupDO when i assert, that M. de Grignan, with all his 
mildness, doea exaetly as he pleasea? In vain we cried 
out. Poverty ; the furniture, pictures, chimney-pieces, 
all went on at the same rate : I do not doubt that every 
thing is a» complete as possible ; that is not what we 
contend for, but where did he find all the money for 
this? My child, he must certainly study the black art 
Let me conjure you not to disappoint me this vHnter; I 
can suffer no inconvenience so great as that of being 

* Penautier, receive^ general of the clergj,. the friend of ma&Iame de 
Brinviinere, was accused of having put her secrets in practice, and it 
Msc hum half his pvoperty to topprcss these accusations^ 

Siecle de Louis XIK 

t MriiiliiMiBi Fotiquct. 
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withoui jon : bo« in tfak case, my courage yrcM quite 
&il me. As to my hands, they are as yet tmshuUable ; 
bot I eat» and I have the use of them enough not to be . 
9k a losa for any thing. I have lost my sick looks» and 
am keUUtima, which you will hardly believe. 

You afe continually gaining victories upon your seas: 
I am per»iaded d'Hacqueviile will send you back your 
aoooant, for certainly he can never suffer any one else 
sfaooM be the first to tell him a piece of news. Yo« 
diverted me highly in what you said of marshal de Vi* 
vonne, and the foresight which procured him that dig* 
Bitj. Corbinelli is delighted at hia good fortune. The 
abbe Bayard is still with me here, and stays with me as 
loog as he can. He is greatly struck with your merit. 
He is a friend, let me tell you, of no small consequeocej 
and kisses your hand a thousand times. Mesdanea 
Fomcpet have charged me with their holy complimeAta 
for you. Adieu, my beautiful, charming child, I 
quit you to go and entertain my company. I will write 
to you upon the road. 

LETTER CCCCXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 
Fkhu Briare, Wednesday, Jacc 34, 1676* 

I AM quite undbmfortable, my dear child, at being so 
long without writing to you. I wrote twiie from Mou* 
lins ; hut it is a great way from hence to Moulins* I 
now begin to date my letters at the distance you wish. 
Monday next we set out from this good town : we have 
had very hot weather. I am sure your little river must 
be almost dried up, since our fine Loire is so in many 
places. I wonder how madame de Montespan and the 
princess de Tarente managed ; they must certainly have 
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tlid along upon the sand. We set oat at.four o'clock 
in the morning, we rest a long time at dinner, we sleep 
Upon straw^ and the' cushions of our coach^ to avoid the 
inconTeniences of the season. I ara now become as 
nobly idle as yourself, through mere excess of beat; and 
I could keep you company in chatting upon a bed, as 
long as there was ground for it to stand upon. My 
head is fall of the beauties of yoor apartments, you have 
been a long time describing them to me. I fancy that 
upon that same bed you will explain to me those follies 
which proceed from defects of the mind, and of which 
I almost doubt. I am always ready to place, in the 
first rank of good or bad, what comes from that quarter; 
the rest I think supportable, and sometimes even excus- 
able ; the sentiments of the heart appear to me alone 
worthy of consideration, and for their sake I forgive 
evei^ thing ; this is a foundation for comfort and re- 
ward to us : it is therefore only through an apprehen-r 
sion of a deficiency in this respect that we are pained 
by many things. 

But a word or two more respecting yoor fine pictures, 
and the extraordinary death of Raphael Urbin*; this 
is what I should never have suspected, any more than 
I did the violent heat we have had : for I have remarked 
for these ten years that we could bear a fire very well 
on midsummer day, and trusting to that have been de- 
ceived. The physicians term the present refractoriness 
of my hands, a remain of the rheumatism, which is not 
easily persuaded : but we have warmth enough now to 
set us right in this respect. My pores are so opened 

• ThU celebmte^ paiater <Ued at the age of thirty-seven, of an in- 
temperate indulgence with his mistress, wliich he concealed from his phy- 
sicians, who, roistaking his case, killed him by venesection. The hope 
of being xnade a cai^ioal induced hiio to persist in this &tal conceal- 
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by conthfiaal perspiration, that I am perpetually in a 
bath, and the good d'£scars does not dare propose to 
roe to throw off my clothes, because she says, she knows 
I am fond of sweating. Indeed I still fancy myself cold 
when I am not extremely hot, but this will vanish with 
the wet pullets which is every day taking leave of me. 
We expect to be at Vaux on Friday, and to spend a di- 
Ttne evening there, but I fear we shall not reach it till 
Saturday ; however^ I shall still continue writing to 
you, which is my only pleasure. 

Madame de la Fayette has written me word that Gue* 
nani is returned to Maubuisson, and that she is agree- 
able without being handsome : she is sprightly, gen- 
teel, complainant, vain, and foolish ; do you kno^ her 
again, you who have been one of her most intimate ac- 
quaintance ? I do not know why you say that story has 
got air, I never heard it mentioned by any one, and it 
will prove false, as a thousand other things have done. 
His majesty's love of war, may possibly produce that 
effect. Poor plain friendship is much more durable ; 
it is certain that the word eternal passion quita frighten- 
ed a certain beauty of the last age ; and as a poor lover 
was protesting to her, thinking to do wonders, that he 
would love her all her life, she declared this was the 
very reason why she would not accept him, for that 
nothing was so dreadful to her as the thought of being 
loved long by the same person. You see how opinions 
differ. 

A relation of the abb^ Bayard's, who was with us at 
Langlar, would have been a very worthy object of her 
adqairation if he had lived in her time ; she could have 
met with nothing like him in all her travels ; he neither 
says nor does any thing awkwai*dly, is young and hand- 
some, dances the bourree, and makes little songs with 
surprising facility. An ugly woman came to Bayard's^ 
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who It saifMCted of being a coquet : tbe little «iaD im- 
iiie4igtely wrote these lioe^, whicb Beywrd gai^ to me : 

€*•• n'eat pea lual-liabile, 
Quand il s'aglt de pendre un coeur; 
Si ce n'est celul du pupi1le> 
Ccst cekii dc son gouTereeur -f. 

He bat made many others equally sprightly, bat you 
have no taste» I belieTe, for things of this kind. It is 
abusing your patience, therelbre> to write them ; and 
seems as if I took your affection and leisure for granted. 
But I have no news to tell you. What you say of the 
kiBg^s foresight with regard to Quanta's brother { is an 
admirable subject for meditation. I meditate also very 
frequently on the joyful hope I have of seeing you at 
Paris, 



LETTER CCCCXXX. 

TO THE SAME. 

N€»0«ra» YniMyt J«ne 26, 1^76. 
I OBFY your Prorence to be more on fire than this cooii* 
try ; we hare the mis^y besides to be without the hope 
of a cool wind. We travel, as it were, all night, and 
sweat all day. Yesterday my horses seemed to exfuress 
a strong desire of resting themselves at Montargis ; ac- 
cordingly we staid there the remainder of the day. We 
got in about eight in the morning. It is very delightfal 
lo see the day break, and to welcome it in with appro- 

f €••*, though skilful in galuiz^ a heart, 
Is unwilling to brook a disaster ; 
And if the pupil's she cannot secure. 
Is coatentttl wkk thai of die nastes, 

*X M. de Vivome* 



pmte aoiuieU. We spent the evening at madftne 4e 

FiaoQes% who is goveroets^of this to^'n, and of her hii9« 

bandj though h^ poor man, is called the governor : sho 

caoie to fetch me at my inn, and talked of the time 

when she did you the honour of her approbation ; you 

know her air, and dictatorial manner ; she is superbly 

lodged. This is a very pretty establishment; she reigns 

here for three or four months, and then i^oes to lick the 

dust at the feet of the grandees, as you know. She told 

me she expected mademoiselle de Fiennes, and that she 

had heard La Brinvilliers had impeached a number of 

persons^ and named the chevalier de B******, mes- 

dames de G****, and mesdames de CI****, as having 

poisoned Madame; that is aUf- I believe all this to 

bo false ; but it fs very unpleasant and vexatious to be 

obliged to clear one's self of such accusations. This- alio 

devil has strongly accused Penautier, who is thrown 

into prison beforehand ; this atfair takes up all the at* 

tei^ioii of Paris, to the prejudice of the news from tho 

array. When I get there, you may depend upon my 

leaving nothing undone, to give you certain informatioii 

hew things go in this extraordinary afiair. 

We shall sleep to-night at the castle of Fontainbloan, 
for I detest the Golden Lion ever since I parted with yon 
there ; but I hope to make matters up with it when I 
go there to meet you. I have been thinkiog of yoiiv 
journey, and shall give you my advice, which I hope 
you will follow ; we have time enough before us, anA 
will not talk of it now. I am very glad, since the wea« 
ther proves so hoi, that I left you quiet in^ my closet al 

f These ialtials can designate no other than the chevalier de Bcuviob^ 
one of the favourites of Monsieur, madame de Clerembaut, governess 
of his children, and madame de Grancey, who passed for his mistress. 
No one of these thfee pefsont waa seriously suspected d this pretended 
poiaoA. (S«e ths foUwviff^ l«ttf r.} 
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Grignan ; you would have been dead to have gone back 
at this season. If St. Herein * is at his hoase in the 
eastie, and should have learnt any news there, I may 
write to you again, perhaps this evening ; but in my 
present uncertainty I write to you from hence, lest I 
should have nothing left but to go to bed when I get 
there, for it will be very late, and it is your pleasure 
that I should take care of noyself. 



LETTER CCCCXXXI. 

TO THE SAMB. 

Pwris, Wednesday, July 1, 1676. 
I ARRIVED here on Sunday, ray dear. I slept at Vaox^ 
intending to refresh myst^if at the beautiful fountain 
there, and to sup upon a couple of new-laid eggs ; see 
the difference. The count de Vaux f had heard of my 
arrival, and provided an excellent supper for me; and 
all the fountains were silent and without a drop of wa- 
ter, being under repair : this little mistake in my reck- 
oning made me smile. The count de Vaux has merit, 
and the chevalier (de Grignan) has told me that he dues 
not know a more truly brave man. Praises of this na- 
ture do not come from the petit glorieux at random. 
The count and I had a great deal of conversation re- 
specting the present situation of his affairs, and what 
they had formerly been. I told him, for his comfort, 
that as favour would no longer have any share in the 
approbation he would meet with, he might place it 
wholly to the account of his own merit, which woald 

• M. de St. Hejjrem was governor of the castle of Fo&tainbleau,. 
f The eldest son of M. Fouquet, superiotendent of the finances. . 
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render Ihe pleasure infinitely more sensible and pare : 
1 koow not whether he liked my rhetoric. 

At length we arrived here, where I found at my gate 
Riadame de Villarg^ de St. Geran, and d'Headicourt, 
who asked me when I was expected, for they were, at 
that instant, come to inquire. A moment afterwards 
came M. de Rochefoucauit, madame de la Sabli^re by 
chance, the Coulanges, Sansei, and d'Hacquevilie ; so 
there we were all assembled, while the drops trickled 
down our cheeks, not tears, but perspiration : the ther- 
mometers were never known so high. I have got such 
a knack of sweating, that I am always in this state, and 
am obliged to shift myself three or four times a day. 
The XDorthy was overjoyed to see me returned, and, not 
knowing how to make enough of me, told me he wished 
I might soon experience a pleasure equal to his. I have 
receiTed numerous visits these two days, and have ex- 
tolled the virtues of the waters of Vichi, and their salu- 
tary effects ; if ever old de Lorme takes leave of the 
company, the raarechale d'Estrees f and*! have under- 
taken to ruin Bourbon. Madame de la Fayette is at 
Chantilli. 1 gave your letter to Corbinelli, who read 
it to me ; it is an admirable one; indeed, child, you have 
too much wit when you please to exercise it. Corbi- 
nelli is beside himself to iind a woman's head formed 
like yours. 

But I return to the foolish piece of news that madame 
de Fiennes told me at Montargis. There was not the 
least mention made of mesdames de CI***, de G***, 
nor^of the chevalier de B*** %" nothing could be more 

f Gabrielle de Longueval, mar^chale d*£»tr^es. 

t Not only uone of these persons were suspected of this crime, but 
We ore now in {x>sses«ion of reasons which were even unknown to Vol- 
taire, to believe, with him, that the death of Madame was natural. 
Madame, the second wife of Monsieur, and the duke de Saint Simon 
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ernmeous, Fenaatier was eoofined in RavaiUac's dao^ 
geon for nine Asym, where he was inmost iciUed ; upoa 
whkh they removed htm ; his afiRiir is a very disagzee* 
able one. He has pewerRil protectois ; the archbtsbap 
of Paris *, and M. Colbert* support htm openly ; bat tf 
La BrinvillierB continues to harass hira mach longer* 
nothing can save him. Madame Hunilton is inconsoU 
able» and ruined beyond vedemptioa; shit Is really to 
be pitied. Madame de Rochefiirt f is altered so as not 

(whose letters and memoirs have heen recently published), seem to me, 
v\ adopting the opinion of the poisoning, to furnish themselves tha 
ttroDgest proofs against it. Then ftccounts ate nearly similar. 
• They first agree that the succoi^-water Madanae drank was ast pe^ 
anted, because others <lnifik of it after her; but that the abcr goUct 
vas aoy and even tb«t its edge waa rubbed or graased wi^ aome dnig^ 
Is it not almost incredible, that a poison tlius administered, should bavs 
had such sudden and violent effects ? 

According to the different accounts, the chevalier de Lorraine, thon^ 
Absent at that ;>eriod, was the author of the cfime, and had seat tlM 
|oiaon ^m Italy. But liea could Lewis XiV^ wIh> was attack ««h 
horror at it, and who (ihey say) only hteathed ao long as he was aa- 
mu'ed his brother was ignorant of the circumstance, how could he, two 
jfears after, restore to his brother this favoured villain, and even mako 
him a field-marshal, as if to console him for his exile? How is it poa- 
aible to conceive what Madame (de Bavieie) herself aays, tint ahe was 
aiacerely reconciled to a man whom she conwdered as a poiaODcr ? 

The same remark appUe§ to the marquis d*£ffiiit, who ia aapposed to 
have greased the goblet, and who did not appear at that time« nor sub- 
sequently, to have quitted the court. 

Mademoiselle de Montpensier, a witness of this death, does not con- 
firm in her narrative the report of the poison. Madame de la Fayette 
represents Madame as being as ill as she was unhappy, for seveial days 
pcevioas to her death. The king does not appear to have given credit 
to this^ pretended poisoning. 

The Letters of Madame, and the Memoirs de Saint Simon, are full 
cf this hnmour, which prevenu the most siiu^re from being strictly eor- 
sect in their statements. 

• Francis d« Harlat. 
. f Magdalen cb Laval Boa Dauphin. 
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to be kfiofrn agaii^ by a doable tertian fever : does not 
that f^eiMe you ? The king's return seems to be e?ery 
day more dialiuot. You have seen the verses of the 
abbe Tito» in which exaggeration appears exaggerated* 
The answer te tliem in prose by M. de Pomponne would 
please you extremely. The abbe has likewise written 
a letter to M. de Vivonne * much prettier than any of 
Balzac or Voltarens ; the praises in it are not fulsome. 
Madame de Thiangea f had fire^works yesterday before 
her boose, and gave away three hogsheads of wii^e on 
aceoont of this victory. Some sGal!R>lding brok^ by 
w^ich two or three people were killed. 

1 h«Te aeofi Bossy, he i« more gay, happier, and mer- 
rier, tban over. He finds biaiself so much distinguished 
from the other e^les^ and is so sensible of this distioc- 
tioo» thait he would oot change places with any one. I 
fanoy tie is $tboot to marry La B^mirtmoni % to the bro* 
ther of maAame de C4iivi8so<n. This is the year of esta- 
bUshment for bis daaghters. I found, at my arrival, 
that JUa Garde's inteaded aiarriage had made a great 
noise here. 

' You make me eompletely happy in speaking with 
•uch certainty of your journey to Paris; it will be the 

* The manhal de Vivonne, ob the 2(1 June, 1676, attacked and 
^fcated the united fleets of Spain and Holland, which had retired into 
the road of Palermo in the island of Sicily. 

Por the lionour of truth, it must l>e said, that Diiqu^ne eonm»ade4 
^o»^ M. da Vtvonne, who, though poasessing great wit, iv«s bj te 
Bifi»m a gMAjt gendfal 

In the (£uvres de Botleau, is found a letter containing two others, 
very pleasantly written in the style of Balzac and Voiture, on the occa- 
sion of M, de Vivonne** victory. It is this, probahly, which is attri- 
Wcdtotheabb^T^tu. 

t ^ster to M. de Vtvonne. 

X MjiKy de Rabutin, his dasghter, the^i lady of RewirewSBt, wh9 
^^terwasds osrotd the wai^uia of A^ontshure. 
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last and surest method of restoring me to perfect health : 
now, my dear, I will t*M you my plan, which I leave to 
M. de Grignan's consideration and yours. I would not 
have you repass the Durance, nor go up to Lambesc 
again, that will be throwing you too far back into the 
winter ; and, in order to save you that trouble, I should 
wish you to leave Grignan, when your husband goes to 
-meet the states ; to travel in a litter, and take water at 
' Rouen, and you should, in that case, depend upon find- 
ing my carriage at Briare to bring you hither. It would 
be a most admirable time for us to be together. Yoa 
should there wait for M. de Grignan, who would bring 
you your equipage, and whom you would have the 
pleasure of receiving. We should likewise have the 
-pleasure of this little advance, which would afibrd me 
no small joy, would save you an infinite deal of fatigue, 
and me the anxiety of thinking you suffer it. Give me 
an answer, my dearest child, to this proposal, which, in 
my opinion, ought to appear as reasonable to you as it 
does to me ; and now let us say a word or two al>out 
Viilebrune. 

I never was more surprised than when I heard of his 
being at Grignan. I am certain you interrogated him 
sufficiently about my illness, of which he could give 
you an accounts from beginning to end. He has sent 
me an admirable powder : has he told you its composi- 
tion ? however, I am not to begin to take it till Sep- 
tember. He is very proud of the reception he met 
with from you ; I fancy it was not the worse for his 
mentioning me. I cannot but admire how chance has 
sent that man to you, as it sent the capuchin to figure 
with me at Vichi. 'I must own I think he has a good 
understanding, and knowledge of his profession : it is 
to perfect himself in it, that he is going to Montpelier. 
He has had very long conversations With de Vardes 
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conderaiog potable gold. He is greatly esteemed by 
our Bretons, every one strives who shall get him ; and 
I knovir aothing amiss of him, except a little failings to 
render him unworthy of your protection : he was a great 
consolation to me at the Rocks. 

I have heard nothing farther of what we believe to , 
have been the source of all my disorders, and so I trust 
I am quite clear of them. I do ndt absolutely prot^t 
against bleeding, should there be real occasion for it. 
The good man's powders too may come in for their turn, 
when I have made myself worthy of their operation; 
for at present the waters of the pump at Vichi have so , 
thoroughly scoured me, that I believe I have nothing 
left in my body ; and you may say as they do in the 
play, " my mother is a stranger to impurity.*' I shalL 
just venture to feel the air at Livri ; for believe me, my 
dear, I will make a prudent use of the reins they have 
thrown upon my neck. 

One can only laugh at La Garde's adventure : I as« 
sure you, he was asleep ; for you know, Vamour tran* 
fp*ille 8*endort aisement, (the happy lover slumbers undis* 
turbed). Alas ! now I mention sleeping. M. de Bas^ . 
sompiere (bishop of Saintes) has sunk into an eternal . 
sleep, after an illness of five and twenty day9> during 
which he was bled thirteen times ; yesterday morning 
^is fever had left him, and he thought himself better ; 
he talked a whole hour with the abbe Tfitu. This hct^ 
t^mess, in serious cases, is always deceitful ; on a sudden 
he was seized with the agonies of death, and we have 
lost him after all. He was a most amiable and deserv* . 
ing man, and his loss is deeply regretted. 

It is positively asserted, that Philipsburg is besieged : 
the Holland Gazette says, that they have lost by sea^ 
v^hat we have lost by land, for de Ruyter was their Tu- 
fcnne. If they could comfort themselves for this loss^;^ 
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as we did for ottrft» I shmild not pity them so xamth ; but 
I am certain it will never enter into their heads to make 
eight new admirtils* to preserve Messina. For my 
part, I rejoice in their affliction, for this will render the 
Mediterranean as safe as a Bsh^pond, and you know the 
conseqoence of this. 

I have JQSt received a letter from my son, who is in 
the detachment with several other troops for Germany. 
This gives me no trifling concern ; and though he endea- 
vours to comfort me, with the assurance that he will 
make it in his way to call here »id take leare of me, I 
can hy no means relish this double campaign. 

Adieu, my dearest child : the tt^r% embraces you 
and assures you that it will give him the greatest joy to 
see you. 



LETTER CCCCXXJtll. 

TO TH£ SAMfi. 

Paris, Friclay, July 3, 1676. 

You tell me that it depends on me to regulate your 
journey ; I have regulated it, and in such a manner, 
. that I fancy neither you nor M. de Grignan can raise 
any objection to it, as your separation will be short, and 
there will be a great deal of trouble and fatigue saved 
to yourself, and I shall have a little additional pleasure, 
which, methinks, will be wholly my own. I have com- 
municated my scheme to d'Hacquevilte, who approves 
it highly. Think of it, my dear, and make your love 
for me your chief counsellor. 

They say the Italian princess (madame de Monaco) 

'* A jest founded on the promotion of eight maishaU of France* wh« 
imt crmiftd a few days after the death of Tureime* 
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is no loniper in such favour wUh her mifttnetf. Yen 
know how severe the lalter is on the sabject of gallan- 
try ; she has taken it into her head, (how unreasonable 
some people are !) that her favourite has not the same 
aversion to a tenderness of hearty that she herself has ; 
and this has occasioned strange distuibances. I will 
procure better information on this subject: what I know 
of it as y^et is all in the clouds. 

Itseems to me as if I touched too slightly^ in my las^ 
on Villebrone : he is greatly esteemed in our province ; 
he preaches well *, and has learning ; the prince of Ta* 
rente was very fond of him, and owed to him, in a great 
measure, his conversion, and that of his son. The prinoe 
had given him a benefice at Laval worth about 40,000 
livrea a year; some <Mie, who had pretensions to i^ 
talked of its being fallen into lapse, on an account 
which yon are acquaittted with : upon this the abbe dn 
Plessis was beforehand with him at Rome, and procured 
the benefice ; it was against the consent of all his fami- 
ly, Uiat he took this step. However, he reaped no ad- 
vantage from it, for M. de la Tremouiile pretended that 
the beneike was in his gift, and that his consent was 
first to be obtsuned, so that the whole a^air came to 
nothing, o^iy Vill^rune remained unprovided for : the 
abbe du Plessis did not act well, and M. de la Tre«> 
mouille has not dared to restore the benefice to Ville- 
brune, who has ever since lived in Lower Britany in 
great credit and reputation. If chance had thrown him 
among your chapter at Grignan f, I should have thought 
you very happy in having such a person to consult on 
all occasions, and an excellent physician into the bar« 

• This ViUebrunc mm originally a capuchin. See the Leticrof 15th 
December, 1675. 

t Tbare ma a chapter at Grignan, which bad been fbanded by M. 
^« Giignan's ancestors 
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gain. It is to discoTer certain secrets, which he sup* 
poses reserved only for the son of Langoedoc, that he 
has taken this journey to Montpelier. Truth obliges 
ine to tell you this. I intend writing to de Vardes to 
recommend him to bis protection. See how insensibly 
I have run into a long narrative. 

La Brinvilliers's affair still goes on in the same way. 
She administered her poisons in pigeon-pies, by which 
a great many were killed : not Uiat she had any parti- 
cular reasons for these murders ; it was out of mere ca- 
riosity, to try the effects of her drugs *. llie chevalier 
du Guet, who partook of these pretty entertainments 
about three yeats ago, has been languishing ever since; 
She inquired the other day, if he was dead : upon be- 
ing answered in the negative^ she said, turning aside 
her head, " He must have a very strong coastitution 
then/' M. de la Rochefoucault swears this is true. 

A delightful party has just left me; for you must 
know I kept my house for a week after my return from 
Vichi, as if I had been ill. The party I am speaking 
ofj^ consisted of the marechale d'Estrees, the canoness f , 
Bussy, Rouville, and Corbinelli. Every thing was go^ 
ing on gaily : you never saw a party more lively ; 
when, just as we were at the height of our mirth, who 
should make his appearance, but the first equerry X in 
deep mourning ? we were all struck dumb at the sight ; 
for my part I was ready to sink into the earth with 
shame, for not having taken any notice of bis wife's § 

* Vottaire denies these pretended experiments, and they are not iii- 
chided in the sentence* 

fg N»«* de Longueral, canoness of Remiremont, sister to the mar^ 
chale d*£stTto. 

X Henry de Beringhen, first equerry to the king. 

§ Ann du BU, aunt to the lata marshal d'Hoxelles ; she died Stb 
June, 1676. 
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death. I bad intended to pay him a visit with the tnar« 
chioness d'Huxelles ; however, instead of waiting for 
(hat ceremony, be came in person to inquire afler my 
health' and journey. .. : : -^ ••. 

• Hie raarchioiiete de Castelnau and her daughter are 
very attentive io bm; I have heard nothing of the siege 
of PhilipsbcUrg since what I last wrote to you. Your 
brother is not: yet gone ; he- does not {go to German^ 
after ati, bat:is to jam n^arshal Crequi'^ avUiy. Thii 
appears to ine » seidbnd'camipai^n : • 'that' is by no Yneahs 
pleasant. Madame^de Noaiiies told me yesterday, that; 
without the possibiHty of being deceived in her reck* 
oning, she was brought to-bed at the end of ^igfat 
mMiths of a son, who is now a healthy b6y of sixteen* 



LETTER CCCCXXXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Moddajr, July ^, 1676* 
Last night I sanr the cardinal de Bouillon/ Caumarlin, 
and 'BaHllon ; they talked much of you : they are he- 
ginningr they say, to reassemble again as messmates'; 
biit alas ! the dearest of them * is wanting. 

M. de Louvois is gone to watch the enemy's motions, 
who has a design, it is said, upon Maestricht, but the 
prince will not believe it. He has had several long con- 
ferences with the khig^;' and it is runioored that he wlFl 
bffempUyc^ J but he'his not presumed to offer his ser- 
vices, and it*seemst=hey will not mention the subject first ; 
they wait therefore for expresses from M.de Louvois, 
before any thing be determined. It is certain that a 
number of victims have been sacrificed to the manes of 

• • Cardinal do Retz. 
VOL. IV. T 
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JF^fuidtni m\\ mU reoiAiu ao qaiet a» ymi imagini* Thtt 
l^r tefon * IS at Charkrilb with hk company?, wMiU 
ing for orders ; the duke of Villeroi. is to be gptawal «f 
Dns U^e vmy ; tboy «w onsoyii^ the sweetoaadre- 
poaa of Capuf^ which is one of the nMsi beaotiliil cmB» 
^risa in tha worlds M toGarmatiy, M. do fuaaumhmag 
^jM Jnyi^ liii^la. mora to do> than barely to stand by as 
% qpect^faiu wi^h an :ar«^ of Ihin^ thoinanl nea# whtia 
]BbW|^Wg i^ takivi« God grant Maeslriebt iMy aal 
sjme Ihf^ 4^na ^aAsw The best we oan da in tbaa case* 
afiOi^ding w Hie prince's opinion^ is to taloe soma othar 
ptaoa frani^ tfaem« which wili ba tit far tat Albol ooce 
s^id oai^siipilar ocoaAiOQ, '^ Ag^*^ ^o midcn an awffeafs 
of the towns you wish to have ; it will save your mea/' 
I think there was a great deal of wisdom in this sag* 
gestioD. 

Madame de Rochefort's affliction rather increases 
than diminishes, and poor madame Hamilton is univer- 
sally pilied, on account of her melancholy situation. She 
if.l^t^itl^siXsG^ildiieqi apd destitifte of provisioii tor 
theim* My niece de Bipssy, I mean de Goligjoij is a wi- 
df>Wf Her husband died in marshal Schomberg's aiiny 
of a dreadful fever. The marshal's, lady, has d^red ma 
t^ ts^ke^.her in tl^e af^rnoon to see this fair mourner 
who, ii^ fact, is for firom being so : for she deiplai^ she 
Iffi^H IiU)le of b^r hiuband^ and has long wished, to be 
at w^idicw;* He has. le^^ b^ all his ppqperty, so tb«t sN 
will fii^'. herself in the possession of fiftQem or m^/ew 
thounand Uvres a; year. She would, by her own choice^ 
live regplarl^gt and dine every day at twelve like other 
people : but her father's attachment to her, and hiQra to 
^\mf, yfiH i^)w;iys oblige her to breakf^ftt a^ fm% ift.tha 
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aftcfnioon> frhtch is Tcry £s«greesbie to her. S6«^ is <w 
tfcc p^int of lying in. I thii* it wtU bef propet for yocf 
te'wntte'a'fcwIiTCy to ifte ifeftarfaigvr; ? wiM phc^ie 
*> my cwm acccount. 

You Hie qmtc rr%\tt to* trcrst to CbrtfimtlR's love fcr 
M^ «nd tt> rely upon him for tile* care- of my^hestttir;. 
lie acquits fahnseff perftctly^vrefl in both tftcMf resp«cti> 
««* to'crovm all^ absobtety adores^ yoa. Faawrrywr' 
ftc handles smne little sabjects rery prettily m verse; ar 
he pretendFs the ancients did &eft>re hinr ; and' vs of 
opinion; that rhyme commands the attention' more, and:' 
is much' the same thing' as the raeasored prose whidif 
Horace has* brought into snchr credit; These aw lofty 
words; He has written- an*^ epistle against' batterers; 
which: wtmld delight yon. Ih short, he is very amusing} 
for he has always something or other new in' his hesRf; 
ViHebrune told^ me that hir powders raised the deadi 
liSrisy it mnst beowned, is^ something- like' the boy play- 
ing at chuck»farthing *. People may think* what they 
please of him, bat 1 knownor nmn like Kim, for ma 
the most of trifies. 
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TO THE SAME. 

Pirts, Wednesday, Jul; t, Ifi76^ 
You are undoubtedly right, my diear, in saying that' 
the sentiment of affection which would make you set' 
out instantly to see me, if I' required it of you, or if 
ihere was a real- necessity for it, shows me your heart' 
more plainly, than the most elegant words could do ; 
but as you refer me for advice to d'Hacqneville, and 

* An aOunon to the mnraculous cures in the Medecin malgrtf I^ui. 

w2 
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bave done, with respect to me, like the qaeen-regent^ 
who can take no step without a council, you have given 
me a master in giving me a companion : you know the 
proverb. Well, my child, I must tell you what the 
great 4'HacqueviUe desired me to acquaint you with 
yesterday, which is, that he is not ignorant what a 
pleasure it would be to me to meet you, and not con- 
demn myself to eat the small fish* all my life; but 
considering the fatigue of travelling in a coach, in these 
broiling days, as a dreadful thing, and which might 
occasion you a fit of sickness, it is natural to) ask, what 
occasion there is for running all these risks on account 
of a health that is already much better than it has been } 
I walk about, and, except my hands, which are still 
a little B\\&, I can wait with pleasure till the month of 
September, which will be about the time M« de Gri- 
gqan will be preparing to meet the states; when affec- 
tion and convenience will concur to induce you to pay 
me a visit. If you had come to Vichi, and from 
Vichi here,' it would have been all very natural, and 
comprehensible; but your plans not according with 
this, and every one knowing you will not come till 
September, the reason to which you refer me, advises 
you to let the water return into the river, and to 
follow the rules we have already laid down to you. We 
only desire you not to disappoint us then. My health, 
though better than you imagine, will not be sufficiently 
restored without this last remedy. By this means, you 
will please all parties; you are the soul of Grignan, 
and you will not leave your house and pigeons, till you 
would have left them for Lambesc, and you will at that 
time come here, and restore me to life. I trust, my 
d^ar child, you will approve our d'Hacqueville*s wis- 

* S<ee the L<etter of the I5th of the preceding month. 
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dom, and will enter into the sentiments of my heart, 
and the extreme joy I should have in seeing you once 
more.. I am likewise persuaded that M. de Grignan 
will approve our resolutions, and will even be obliged 
to me for having deprived myself of the pleasure of 
seeing you at Vichi, rather than rob him of the satis- 
faction of having you with him at Grignan this sum^ 
mer; after that, it will be his turn to hunt, and hunt 
he shall, and we will receive him with pleasure. 

I am afraid your letter of the 20th of June is either 
stolen or strayed. You know, my dearest child, that 
nothing that comes from you can be indifferent to m^, 
and that, doomed as I am to mourn your absence, your 
letters are the greatest comfort I have. You always 
seem to be uneasy respecting my health, and your love 
creates an anxiety I no longer deserve. It is true, I 
cannot yet close my hands ; but I can move them, and 
make use of them for most purposes. I cannot cut or 
pare fruit, nor break eggs; but I eat, I write, I can 
put on my cap, and dress myself, so that I seem to ail 
nothing, and I can with great ease bear this little in- 
convenience. If the summer does not cure me, I am 
to put my hands into an ox's paunch : but as this will 
be only in the autumn, I assure you I will wait for you, 
before 1 apply this disagreeable remedy; perhaps, too, 
I may not stand in need of it. I walk very well, and 
indeed better than ever. I am not so fat as I was, and 
my back has 2i Jiatncss that charms me. I should be 
quite grieved to grow fat again, and that you should not 
see me as I am at present. I have some slight pains in 
my knees still, but, indeed, they are so trifling, that they 
are scarcely worth mentioning. 

Well, ray dear, what think you ? do I not talk suf- 
ficiently of myself now? This is enough at once, or I 
am much mistaken. You will have no occasion to ques- 
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tion Corhindli any more, fie is often with me as well 
as J^ Maasse, and ibey both frequently entertain kbera* 
aelyes with your father Descartes. They'Jhaye under- 
takes to make me comprehend what they talk of, and 
i jshall be charmed at thai^ that I may no longer apjpeai 
a stupid ibo], when you a^e here to join them. 1 tell 
ihem that I will leaw this science, as 1 learned ombxe, 
oot to play myself, but to see others play. CorbinelU 
is delighted with the two faculties of the will which 
we find in ourselves, without heii^ obliged to go so far 
io search of them. In fact;, my child, we all long to 
see yon ; and expect, with fond iiBpalience, the happy 
hoiii that brings yon to us. I fancy you are alone, 
^nd the Idea is rery painful to me ; not that I imagine 
solitude is so disagreeable to you as it is to many othen^ 
but J regret the time we might spend so sweetly to* 
gethen I have some thoughts myself of going to LiTJrL 
Madame de Coulanges says she will join me there, but 
she is too much taken up at court to be able to absent 
herself. 

The king com^io*day to St. Gemiaii^ and by chaoace 
madame de Montespan happens to be there at the aaaie 
time. I think I would have found another method of 
managing this reticontre, as the a&ir is merely -a juat* 
ter of friendship. Madame de la Fayette arrived bene 
the day before yesterday from Chantilii in a litter; this 
is an unpleasant mode of travelling, but her poor side 
cavinot bear a coach. M. de ia Bochefoucault has re^ 
viv«d the subject of the journey to Liancourt and Chan* 
tJlU« of which we have been talking these tea years; if 
tb^y will carry me off by force, they must;, I suppose. 

Madame is delighted at the return of Monsieur. Sb« 
every day takes an opportunity of embracing the prin- 
cess of Monaco, to let the world see, that they are 
upon better terms together than ever ; but, neverthe* 
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less, I foresef strange disorders in that little coart I 
have sent M. d'Ormesson to desire the first president to 
grant me an aadience, but it seems he cannot do it till 
La Brinvilliers* trial is over : who would have thought 
that our affair would have clashed with hers? Poor 
Penautier's depends entirely on hers: but wherefore 
poison poor Maturely who had twelve childrea? T0 
me his disorder appears to have been very violent biii 
in no wise sudden^ nor resembling the[effects of poison | 
however, this engrosses the whole conversation here al 
present. A hogshead of poisoned wine has been fooBd» 
of which »ix or seven persons have already diedw 

I often see madame de Vins. She appears to have 4 
great regard and friendship for you. I am of opiniod^ 
that M. de la Garde and you ought oa no aceowit to 
separate ; what folly it would be for each of yoii to keep 
in your own house, as in the time of the civil wars I I 
am very glad that I possess his esteem. The marchioness 
d'Huzelles is wild about his marriage : she can never 
hold her tongue. When you have nothing else to tell 
Pie, let me know all your nonsense of Aix. 

M. Marin expects his son* this winter. I can per» 
iectly understand the pleasure you take in the beauty 
luid improvements of Grignan ; this became absolutely 
necessary, when you resolved to make it so much your 
residence. We shall not see the^poor baron at last, the 
king forbids it. We approve de Ruyter's last wordi^ 
^^d admire the tranquillity of your sea. 

Adieu, my lovely child : I enjoy luxuriously the hope 
of seeing and embracing you. 

• First prciidcnt of the parlitment of Aix. 
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LETTER CCCCXXXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, Jul;* 10, 1676. 

Madame de Villars, who enters warmly into my joy at 
the prospect of seeing you, told me yesterday, that she 
considered the letter, in which you make me absolute 
mistress of regulating the time of your journey, as a bill 
•f exchange, payable at sight, and which it is in my 
power to receive whenever I think proper. I found th« 
4ake de Sault with her, ready to die with laughing at 
the report which has spread, and still spreads, that th« 
king is returned t)n account of the besieging of Maes- 
tricht, or some other place ; this would be a fine step 
for the poor devils of courtiers, who are just come home 
without a farthing in their pockets : however, on Sun- 
day next his majesty is to declare his intentions. Quan- 
io's good friend had determined not to come in till the 
other party was here ready to receive him; and if any 
thing had happened to prevent this meeting, he was to 
have slept at a place thirty leagues off; but, in short, 
every thing fell out to his heart's desire. The' friend's 
household came before him, due time was allotted for 
the necessary ceremonies, but much more to pure and 
•imple friendship, to which the whole night was de- 
dicated*. Yesterday they walked out together, ac- 
companied by some ladies, and w^re very glad to pay 
a visit to Versailles before the court came ihither, which 
will be in a few days, provided no earthquakes happen. 
Penautier has been confronted with La Brinvilliere. 

* This alludes to Lewis XIV. and his mistress madame de Mon- 
taspan. 
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It was a very melancholy interview; they were ac* 
customed to meet upon more agreeable terms. She bas- 
so repeatedly declared^ that if she dies, she will make 
many others die with her, that there is little doubt thai< 
she will draw this poor wretch in to share her fate ; or, 
at least, to be put to the question, which is a dread- 
ful thing. This man has numerous friends, and those 
of great consequence, whom he formerly obliged, while 
he was in possession of his two places *. They leave 
no stone unturned to serve him, and money flies in all 
directions upon the occasion ; but if he is convicted, 
nothing can possibly save him. 

I shall now lay dowQ my pen, and take a stroll inl^ 
the city, to see if I can pick up any thing to amuse 
you. My hands are much as usual ; if I found them 
more uncomfortable, I would immediately apply the 
remedies that have been proposed to me ; but I find 
myself so well stocked with patience to bear them, that 
I shall wait till I see you, when your company wiH 
cure me of the disgust I have to medicine. 

I am just returned from the city. I have been at 
madame de Louvois^ madame de Villars', and the 
marechale d'Estrees*. I have seen the grand -master t>" 
who talks of setting out on Monday next, whether the 
king does or not ; for if Maestricht should be besieged 
(aa every one believes it will), he says he would not,- 
upon any account, miss the opportunity of distinguish- 
ing himself on the occasion. He is a mere boy on this 
subject; and, instead of declining the service, as his-* 
majesty supposed he would have done, upon having* 
others put over his head, he seems resolved to deserve 

• Of ireaflurer-general of the states of Languedoc, and receiye^^^<- 
Uttal of the clergy of France. 
•|^ The duke de Lud«« 

t5 
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.preferiBeat by his service, as if he was no more than » 
iB^e cadet ' 

But dus is not what I meaot to sajr to yoa» the sub- 
j|4^ hat carried me farther than I intended ;^I haT« to 
t«U yoiif that the king intends to set off again; he ha» 
bfien shut up a long tine with M. de Lottvois. The 
fuaoee waits with iai^^atience for the result of this con- 
ference. The courtiers are all at their wit's end* not 
knomng where to find either aaouey or credit ; most o# 
them have sold their horses ; every thing is i» naotioa ; 
tluB citiaeas are for having the prince sent, to save bia 
majesty the fatigue of another Journey. The detach^ 
neot that was sent to marshal de Crequi's amy returns 
bacSk to Flanders. In shorty I cannot say, nar can auy 
one else, where this bustle will end. 

The Jriend of QuanU) arrived about flm hour befettt 
Siutmto, and, while he was talking to those about hinr, 
word was brought him of her arrival : he ran to meet 
bar with peal precipitation^ and remained with her fo» 
a considerable time. Yesterday he walked^ as I have 
already told you» but in triQ with SumUo and her fe- 
male ^iend; no other person was admitted, and the 
sUiO'* was quite affiicted at it : this is all I know, llie 
maiefaiead's wife has wept bitterly. It is whispered, 
tbat if her husband goes, she is to accompany him in 
his journey; but all this will be ckared up in ashori 
time. 

Adieu, my dearest and best beloved ; I embrace yo« 
affectionately* l4a St. Geran hae a fever, at which 
she is as much surprised, as I was« at tJk Rocks^ She 
has never been ill, any more than I had becA at 4haa 
time. 

* Tht BisrcbioDCM df Tliiaofet. 
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LETTER CCCCXXXVL 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Frtdiy, My 17» W^ 
At lengthy it is all over: Lft BritivHliera is in the mir; 
after her execution^ her poor little body was thrown in^ 
bo at large fire, and her ashes dispersed by the wind, fm 
that whenever we breathe, we shall inhale some par* 
tides of her, and by the comaaanication of the minnte 
spirits, we niay be all infected with the desire of poi» 
Boning, to oar no small surprise. She was condemned 
yesterday ; and this morning her sentience was read ta 
her, which was to perform the ttntende hdnorahh in ikt^ 
charch of N6tre-Dame ; and, after that, to have her 
bead cat off, her body burn4;, and her ashes thrown inta 
the air. They were for giving her tlie question, b«i 
she told them there was no occasion for that, and that 
she weald €<mfess every thing; accordingly^ she waa 
till live o'clock in the ev^sing, relating the history oC 
her life, which has been more sbodcing than was cVeM 
imagined. She gave poison to her father ten time* 
^acoessively, bat without effect, uid also to her brother, 
and sev^al odiers, at the same time preserving the ap« 
paarance of the greatest love apd confidence^ She haa 
said nothing against Penautier. Notwithstanding tiuB 
confession, they gave her the qnerttion, ordinary anA 
extraordinary, the next morniiig ; but this exiotted no« 
thing more from her. She desired to speak with the 
procurator-general : no one yet knows the sublet of 
their coaversatmn. At six o^block she Was carried, ill a 
caft, with no other covering than her shift, and with ia^ 
cord round her neck» to the church of Notre-Dame, to 
perform the amende honorable; after whiclu she was fill 
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again into the same cait^ where I saw her extended on 
a truss of straw, with a confessor on one side, and the 
hangman on the other: indeed, my child, the sight 
made me shudder. Those who saw the execution, say, 
she mounted the scaffold with great courage. I was on 
the bridge of N6tre-2>ame with the good d'Escars ; 
oerer was Paris in such commotion, nor its attention so 
fixed upon one event. Yet, ask many people what they 
iaw, and they will tell you, they saw no more than I 
Mt who was not present ; in short, the whole day has 
been dedicated to this tragedy. I shall know more 
partic^ji^ars to-morrow, and you shall have them at 
second-Tiand. 

It is said, that the siege of Maestricht is begun ; 
that of Philipsburg still continues ; this is a melancholy 
prospect for the spectators. Our little friend* made 
me laugh very heartily this morning. She says, that 
madame de Rochefort, in all her grief, has preserved 
an extreme regard for madame de Montespan ; and she 
mentioned to me, the way in which, amidst her «igh8 
and sobs, she declared how great an affection she had 
all her life. felt for that lady. Are you malicious enough 
to be as much diverted with this as I have been ? 

I have another little story for you, but M. de Gri* 
gnan must not read it. The Httle worthy (M. de Fiesque), 
who has not wit enough for invention, has said very 
innocently^ that, being one day at the tfumse^trap'sf, 
she said to him, after a conversation of two or three 
hours, '' Utile worth/, I have something upon my mind 

^ Madame de G)u1angea. 

f The mouse-trap is madame de Lionne, as appears by a witticism 
•f madame Cornoers, mentioDed in the Letter of the 1 7 th April, 1676. 
T^e Amours des Gaules inform us, that M. de Fiesque was her lover 
ttt'thle of office, whom the great number of his rivals could not prevail 
«fW» to lesigQ it. 
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against you.**—*' What is it, madam ?" — " You do not 
worship the Virgin ; ah ! you do not worship the Virgin ;* 
this gives me great uneasiness/* I wish you may be 
wiser than I am, and that this ridiculous story may not 
strike yoa as it has struck me. 

They say L**** f has found his dear rib writing a 
letter which did not please him : the affair has made a 
great noise. D'Hacquerille is very busy accommodat- 
ing matters between them : you may imagine it was not 
from him I had the story; but it is, nevertheless, 
true. 



LETTER CCCCXXXVII. 

TO THE SAME* 

Paris, Wednesday, July 22, 1676, 

Yes, my dear, this is exactly what I wish ; I am per- 
fectly contented, and even overpaid for the time I have 
lost, by the happy clash of M. de Grignan's sentiments 
with mine. He will be very glad to have you with 
him this summer at Grignan. I have considered his in- 
terest, at the expense of what is dearest to me in the 
whole world ; and he, in his turn, is solicitous to favour 
me, by not suffering you to return to Provence, and 
by making your journey hither a month or six weeks 
sooner; which gives me true pleasure, and prevents 
your encountering the cold of winter and bad roads. 
Nothing can be better than this arrangement ; it gives 
me all the joys of hope, which are so much coveted and 
esteemed. This, then, is fixed : I shall often speak of 
it, and often thank you for your compliance. My 

•f- M. de Louvigny, second son of marshal de Grammont. D'Hac(^ut- 
ville.was the totimate friend of his family. 
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carriage sball m«et you at Briare, if we have any water 
10 the river. The people pass over the Seine every day 
on foot, and insult tbe two stately bridges that lead into 
the isle. 

I have just written to the chevalier, who was uneasy 
about my health ; I have informed him that I am very 
well, but caniK>t close my hand, nor dance the bourree : 
these two delightful faculties I must be contented to 
dispense with for a time; but when you come, you will 
make a complete cure. I have told you that I dined 
the other day at Sully at the president Amelot's, in 
company with d'Hacqueville, Corbinelli, Coulanges, 
and the good abbe. I was pleased to revisit a house, 
where I passed my youth, when I was troubled with no 
rheumatism. However, though my hand still refuses 
' to close, I have so well recovered the use of it, that I 
am isatisfied with the portion of health I enjoy ; all my 
fear is, that I shall grow fat again too soon, and lose the 
advantage of being seen by you while my back con* 
tinues flat. Entertain no longer, my dear, any concern 
for my health, and think only of coming to see me. 
Our friend Corbinelli is with me, but he will give you 
an account of himself. Villebrune says that he has 
cured me ; let him have the credit of it ; he is not in a 
situation to neglect any thing, that may procure him 
such patients as the Vardes and Monceaux ; he does 
well to engage them by any means. Vardes tells Cor- 
binelli that> from this idea, he reveres him as the god of 
medicine. They may very well amuse themselves with 
him, on this account, and on many others : he is like a 
frighted bird ; at a loss where to find a bough on which 
to repose in safety. 

Let me tell you a little more of La Brinvilliers. She- 
died as she lived, that is to say, very resolutely. She 
entered the place where she expected to have been puk 
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to tbe iortmep and seeing three brge vesseb of water, 
'* Thiii,'^ said she, " must certainly be to drown me ; dor, 
eoaskiering the smallnesR of ray size, they can neTer 
pretend to make nie drink so much/' She l^rd her 
sentence read without the least token of fear or weak- 
ness ; and towards the latter part of it, she desioed tbeni 
tQ begin it again, telling them, that tbe circuBistance of 
the cart had strack her so imich as to divert her atten- 
tion frooi the vest. In her way to exeeutiea, she de« 
sired her confessor to place the executioner before her, 
that she might net see that rascal Desgraisj who had 
taken her. Desgrais preceded tbe cart on horsebacks 
Her confessor rqKoved her for the seatiiacnt, upen 
which she asked pardon, and submitted to endure the 
difiagneeable sight. Stfe mounted the ladder and the 
seaffokL aione^ bare-footed; and the executioner was a 
garter of an hour clressing, shaving, and preparing her 
for the eacecutKMi : this caused a great murmur among 
the CFow4» and was certainly cruel. The next day her 
\ione« were gathered up, as relicks, by the people, who 
stud she was a saint* She had two confesiors, one of 
^hom told her that she ought to reveal every thing | 
the other» that she ought net : she laughed at thi» di« 
versity of opinions between the learned fathers, and 
said, she believed she might very conscientiously do 
which of the two she pleased, and it pleased her to re^ 
veal nothing. By this means Penautier is come off 
whiter than snow : tbe public, however, is not satisfied, 
and seems still te entertain some little suspicion. Butr 
see the misfortune of it : this creature refused to reveal 
what they wanted to know, and revealed what nobody- 
asked her to do. For instance, she said M. Fouquet 
bad sent Glaser, tbe apothecavy they employed in pre-- 
paring their poisons, into Italy, to procure an herb,, 
which is, it seemSft a choice ingredient in tbeir myste- 
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rioQs compositions; and that she had heard of thts st 
Sainte Croix. Yea see what pains is taken to load this 
poor unfortunate man with crimes^ and to complete his 
destniction ; but the truth of this information is mach. 
suspected. A thousand other things are said, but this 
must suffice for to-day. 

It is said M. de Luxembourg intends to undertake some 
great exploit to succour Philipsburg ; it is a very ha- 
zardous attempt. The siege of Maestricht is continued, 
but marshal d'Humieres is going to take Aire *, as I 
said the other day, as if engaged with the enemy in a 
game at chess. He has taken all the troops that were 
intended for marshal de Crequi; and the general of- 
ficers who were named for this army are returned to 
Germany, such as La Trousse, tbe chevalier du Plessis, 
and many others. Our youths Remain with M. de 
Schomberg. I had rather they were there, than with 
marshal d'Humieres. M. de Schomberg favoured our 
siege, and the fortifications of Conde, as Villahermosaf 
iuvoured the siege of Maestricht, and the prince of 
Orange. All this savours of a warm campafgn ; but^ 
in the mean time, nothing but amusement is seen at 
Versailles ; every day there are new pleasures, comedies, 
concerts, and suppers on the water. They play every 
day in the king's apartment; the queen, the ladies, 
and the courtiers; their favourite game, at present, is 
reversis. The king and madame de Montespan keep a 
bank at one table ; the queen and madame de Soubize, 
who plays while the queen retires to prayers, are at an* 
other. At the other tables are the prince and M. de 
Crequi, Dangeau, and Langle. They game so high as 
to win or lose every day, two or three thousand louis- 
d'ors. 

♦ Thi» place was taken on the 31st of July. 
•f* The general of the Spanish troops. 
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Madame de Nevers* is beautiful as the day» and 

charms ail the worlds withoat exciting en^y. Made- 

moiselJe de Thiamges, her sister, is tali, and has all the 

requisites to form a fine woman. The hotel de Grancey 

continues to be frequented as it used to be ; no change 

is to be seen there. .The chevalier de Lorraine is very 

languid ; his sickly appearance might excite suspicion 

of his having been poisoned, if madame de Brinvillier* 

had been his heir. The duke takes up his summer 

quartisrs there ; but madame de Rohan goes to Lorges: 

this is a little embarrassing. Do you not wish to hear 

some news from Denmark ? I send you a letter I have 

just received from the princess de Tarente. It will give 

you pleasure to learn this instance of lenity in the king; 

it is diminishing punishments instead of increasing 

them t- I" have received your letter of the fifteenth 

informing me of your intentions as to your joumieyi 

you speak of it with so much affection,, that my heart 

is pierced to the very centre. I am. surprised to find in 

myself such a sense of justice, and consideration for 

the Grignans, as to leave you with them till October : 

1 cannot, however, think, viatbout regret, on the loss of 

•0 much time, which passes away in your absence, whem 

I might have had you with me. I discover, on this 

occasion^ repentances, and follies* which draw upon me 

the raillery of d'Hacqueville; he knows that you are^ 

in the mean time, paying the attendance you justly owe 

to the archbishop of Aries. Do you not find great sftr 

tisfaction in being capable of doing whatever reason 

• Gabrielle de Damas, daughter of Claude Leonor, marquis de 
Thtanges, and of Gabrielle de Rochechouart Mortemari. 

f She alludes to Griffenfeldt : the king had changed his sentence, 
from death, to imprisonment. But what madame de S6vign4 adds, is a 
I>atnful recollection of the unjust severity with which Lewis had aggra- 
vated the sentence of Fouquet, by tha change he made in it. 
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prescribte io yon ? I perceke lint you knovr sit pre- 
•enty better than I ^ how to pay a just ^ibmisston to 
ks dictates. I yesterday made the same reflection yoa 
hare made on Penautier, that his table will be little 
lm|uented. i know not how La M*^* will bdiaye to* 
wards her husband, bot she has never been accoaed of 
iiaving changed her gallant; d'Hacqveville could, if he 
{kleased, tell as pleasant stones of her. I cannot saffi« 
cienlly prasse the waters of Vichi ; Uiey have given me 
new strengtb. I am well, for the remain of my dis« 
wder is net worth mentioning ; when yoa are here, I 
will be under y>a«ir direction ; till then, I must think of 
Liivri : I am almost suflbcated here, aad want air and 
OBercise. Yoa will recognise me by this. The leaa^ii 
ywk asAgn far being delig^xted that M* de Marseilles is 
cti!8ted a cardthal, n precisely the -same as mine: be 
wiU no longer luwe the joy, or the h^pe, of being raised 
ta that dignity. 

They tell na wonders from Germany : stopid people I 
tiMey soinr themselves to be drowned by a little rivnh^ 
and haTe not the wit to tarn its coarse ! It is believiad 
Ihayt M. de {.^Qxembouvg will beat them, and that they 
will not talm Phiiipsburg. It is not oar fault, if they 
lander themsehres unworthy of being our enemies. My 
aon is io M. de ^homberg's army, which is new the 
eafest ' What ^ yea say to me from the Grigaans, who 
at« at present with yoa ^ I embrace them all, and sa< 
late the archbishop with great respect. 
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LETTER *CCCCXXXVIII. 

PROM MADAM£ DE CHIGNAM TO THE ^^OUiiT DE BUSSY. 

Gngoan, July aa, 1676* 
I ENTREAT you, sir> to make my compliments of con- 
dolence to yew daughter, on the death of the marquis 
^e Coiigny. Yon knovwhat is proper to be md oh 
(Ms mefauttcboly txoc^imon nrech better than I ilo. Mine 
would be ta ▼ery ill-ttmed and oomBion^p^ace compli* 
nienl;> whksii would not censele her, if she is Tetflty^ 
f^ctedi, aoid waadd appear impertineiift, if sihe is iic^ 90* 
I -plaee my cafse, theretoe, in your hands, tbat yoe 
may sesoa the aaaaranoes I ^\v^ y oa ef (he interest i 
take 2Q eitcay thing that concerm -her. If '^e 1h» hilt 
in, jttkke tins <be second bead af your 'dfscottrtfe. But 
lanppaae tbb fineeagt will aat etnatpt me fitmi any 
tUng 'wiith respect to you : you witt reqmre a IMct m 
^naUty of igraadfiohar. Let me know whether yea are 
vuelved to gm me no q^rter en this poinft, ^t I mfay 
b(fi& to prepare ayself ; for I awn I shaH find it a Tery 
difficult undertaking to address so vanerabk a personage 
with becoming reyerence. Still I have examples at 
baud which ought to familiarise me to this ill-placed 
dignity in those who support it. You are neither 
younger nor more lively than my mother was, wlien I 
subjected her to the same affront. I have desired her to 
tell yau haw much I rejoice at your return to Paris. 
Tbua^ mystery is pleasafit an a tbaasaad aocasio«s» 
I dare say you are Tery well pleased to -dispense with it 
^t present. I hope to take advantage of this ladalgence 
myself in the course of the winter. In the XKan tme, 
I recommend my mother's spken to year care, and 
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request yoa to preserve me always some little share in 
your remembrance^ and in that of the amiable widow. 



LETTER * CCCCXXXIX. 

THE COUNT DE BUSST TO MADAME DE GRIGNAN. 

You are right, madam ; you could have written nothing 
to my daughter which would have compensated for the 
loss of a husband ; and you have much more wit, in 
my opinion, than you would have had in hers. I shall 
make your compliments to her, and shall say neither 
more nor less than I ought to say. This just line can^- 
not be drawn at your immense distance. I shall also 
tell her of your joy at her safe. delivery ; but 1 shall not 
excuse you from writing to me upon the occasion. I 
will allow no one but'you to jest with me; for, with 
fespect to disposition, I am farther from peevish old 
age than yourself. Write to me once or twice more, 
and then come and assist me to remove the obstructions 
in your mother's spleen. Your absence prevents my 
remedies from being effieacious. 

LETTER CCCCXL 

MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO MADAME DE GRIGNAN. 

Paris, Friday, July 24, 1676. 

I HAVE this morning seen the handsome abb^. We an- 
ticipate, in imagination, the pleasure of seeing you, 
my dear child : this delightful hope diffuses a joy and 
tranquillity over my life, and has entirely removed the 
mists of dulness that your absence had occasioned,. I 
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TaaBot but be well, when I reflect that you are prepar- 
ing to pay me a visit. lyHacqaeville wishes me to re- 
turn to Vichi again in the autumn, but I am so tired of 
traYelling, that I cannot think of it. Besides, neither 
my hands nor knees require so quick a repetition ; and 
I know a receipt that will eflect a cure. It is true, I 
should meet you ; but there is no necessity for my be- 
iog at that trouble to induce you to come ; this journey 
may be better placed another time. I shall therefore 
rest quietly till you come, and go and cool myself at 
livri. The first president sent me word by M. de Or- 
messon, that as I now know what it is to be ill, I shall 
the better enter into his intention of going to Basville, 
to physic and cool himself for a fortnight or three weeks. 
The queen of Poland* is coming to Bourbon, And 1 fancy 
she will .come to Paris while she is on her ti'avels ; you 
will thenhavje a sight of her> and an opportunity of ad- 
miring what fortune can d^ 

Penautier is bappy-; never was a man so well sup- 
ported; you will find that he will get out of all this, 
though not clearly-justified iti the opinion of every one. 
There .were some very extraordinary circumstances in 
thecourae.of the trial, not so proper to be committed 
to writing. > Cardinal de Bonzi used to say in jest, that 
none of those who had pensions on his benefices would 
live long, for that his star would kill them. About two 
or three months ago, the abbe Fouquet, happening to 
meet his eminence in his carriage with Penautier by his 
side, said, openly, " I have just met cardinal de Bonzi 
with his Star f." Was not that droll ? I did hear a thou- 
sand gpod things to amuse you with some time ago, but 

* Marie Casimire de la Grange d'Arquien, the wife of John Sobieakij 
^ected king of Poland in May I674. 

' "f Canliiial de Bonzi wa$ looked upon as one of those who protected 
l^toftiitici the most openli. 
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I have fiir^tte« tbem all sow ; m umt aa I necai tirt 
theiQ^ I will. send, theair to yen willi ail ponii»le f«» 
peditioa, 

Adifiu,. ms^ dearest diild;. itia liil0> aadLI am not in 
a humour U» gpaiipki^ L httrar apent tMe. evening wMi 
d'Hacqueville, iaoiadaniade»laSayclttefs gacdea, wimra 
there, u a.fpuAtaiA and a little oavuttdarfoourr iti»tli9 
gcettieflt little placa in tba wosMrto bmatbeiftaitiFlmr 

LETTER CCCCXLI. 

TO THE SAMB. 

W£ ha^e here a chasg^ of^ scese^ which will afipsaraB 
agreeable, ta yrQU> . as . i t^es to oTery one else. I^ waa 
on Saturday at Varsailfeaiviih the Viilara Yoa know 
the ceremony of attending qb thetjaafin; at her toiiatta^ 
atmawj and at. dinner ; but there ia nawnoinoceaaity 
of being stifled with the heat» and with th« crowd* whila 
their maiGSties.diae«; for at three> th« king and qxieen^ 
monsieur, madamei madeamaelie^ the princes and' pm*- 
€««uaea» m^a»e de Moateapan,. and her train^ theconr^ 
tiiips, axid the ladiea,. ia shorty the whole coiHt of 
Fran£e> retire to that fine' apartment of the hmg^s, whveb 
you know. It is furnished/ with the utmost niflgmll«- 
cence ;. they, know not there what it is tot be incom* 
moded with beat ; and pa^s from one rooaa to another 
without being crowded. A game at reversis gires a 
form^to tiie aasambly, and fiaces every thing. The king 
and madan^e de^ Montospan keep a bank to^tkter. 
Monsieur, the queen, and madame de Soubize, Dan- 
geau> and Langl^, with their companies, are. at diffier<i, 
ent tables, Tbe.baize is covered. with a^tboH^andJoais- 
d'ors ; they use no other counters. Jiaaw Paa yawpky y 
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9mk could not hdp obs^rring bow awkward o^ora ap- 
fuuei ia eomparisott. of kim. He tbmks of nothiiig 
but- to gttao, tiionghr bo scarody seenM to attenii to' it; 
hfi ^na. where otbeie Idfte;- tabes erety advantage; 
Bothiiig eacapefr or dialractBi bun 9 in 8hert> hia good- 
QHidoct defiea fbrtune. Thus^ two bundled tbousaadf 
fmG9^ in tett days, a hundred thousand cmwtis in a*' 
moQthv 910 added txx bi^ account-book' ander the bead^ 
Tficaoed.*^ Hp bad the complaisance to say T was- » 
paitner mih him. in the bank, by which means- 1 waa^ 
seated iievy comniodiausly. I bowed to tbe^kii^ in< the 
way yoti fcaught me ; and he returned my saltttalion, a» 
if I bad been youog and handsome. The queen tajlpsd' 
to Dfte^of my illness, 110c did she leanseyou iinmention«> 
ed. 'Ebe duke paid me a thoasand of those uameani^g> 
QOmpiiBsents, which be bestows^ so Kbevally. M. de^ 
IiArges attaehed me in the name of the ch<3va1ier do 
Qvignan ; and, in short, tttUtquemti (all the rest)^ You 
know Wkbait it is lo neceive a wond' from every one whk> 
passes. yo«t. Madame de Mooteapan talked to^ me of' 
Boarboib aod. desired me to tell her how I liked Vichi, 
and whether I bad found any benefit theror She^ aaid^ 
tbHSourbon, iostearf of reaDoring the pain from her ' 
knee, bad gHren het the tooth^acbe* Her beauty and 

*' Inthe eulogjiup of Dangeau, Fomenelle notices h^ sii\g]alair sur^ 
periority in the. art of games. He made the most learnefl calculation?^, 
without seeming to pay the least attention to them. Having asked it 
ftvour of the king, he promised to grant it, on condition that, during 
the tone in which he was engaged at play, he should put his request in- 
tQ.vme, GOttSniiig himself to exactly a hundred lloas. After the gam»' 
iiMpvAC,,i& which he h^d appeared no more occupied tlitn UBW»],.he re>* 
cited his hundred lines to the king, fairly coMnte4« It was not plaj ti^an^ 
tliat made his fortune* He was a complete courtier, a species of per- 
fitetion which leads to many vices and many follies. By this means he 
fWnahed Bhxjhtt with the traits of one of his most finished partnit»» 
d|f.<to«a«<^P^npUh]B.. (Chspitrede8.Gtasdi.). 
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her shape are realJy surprising ; she is mach thinner 
than she was ; and yet neither her eyes> her lips, nor 
h^r complexion, are injured. She was dressed in Frenf^ 
point ; her hair in a thousand curk, and. the two from 
hjsr temples very low upon her cheeks ; she wore on 
hjBr head black ribbons, intermixed with the pearls, 
W^ich once belonged to the marechale de THopital, 
d^lmeind pendants of great value, and three or four bod« 
kins* ..In ^ word, she appeared a triumphant beauty, 
ddoulatied to raise the admiration of all the foreign' am- 
bassadiDCS. She has heard that complaints were tnade 
of ber having prevented all France from seeing the 
king; she has cestored him, as you see, and you cannot 
iiQagine the delight this has occasioned, nor the splen- 
dour it has given to the court. This agreeable confu- 
sion,, without confusion, of all the most select f>ersons 
in the kingdom, lasts from three o'clock till' six. If any 
couriers arrive, the king retires to read his letters, and 
returns to the assembly. There is aHvays music, to 
i^hich he sometimes listoRis, and which has -an adrntr* 
able effect :. in -the. mean time, he chats with the ladies^ 
who are accjostoraed to have that honour. They leave 
off their .game at the hour I mentioned, without the 
trouble of reckoning, because they use no marks or 
counters. The pools are of five, six, or seven hundred, 
and sometimes of a thousand or twelve hundred, louis- 
d'ors. In the beginning, each person pools twenty; 
that makes a hundred, and the dealer afterwards pools 
ten. 1^ he person who holds the quiuola is entitled to 
four louis ; they pass, and when they play before the 
pool is taken, it is a forfeit of sixteen, to teach them not 
to play out of turn. They talk incessantly. " How 
many hearts have you ? 1 have two ; I have three ; I 
have one ; I have four.'' Dangeau is pleased with thw 
tittle tattle ; he discovers the cards theyhave ia-thetr 
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Imndff he draws hi^ consequences^ and is directed in his 
play by their indiscretion : 1 observed with pleasure hi» 
f^reat skill and dexterity. 

At six they take the air in c?i1esbes; the king and 
madame de Montespan, the prince and madamedeThi- 
anges^ and mademoiselle d'Heudicourt, upon the little 
seat before, which, seems to her a place in paradise. 
You know how tliese •calashes are made ; they do no^ 
tit face to face in dieiB, but all look the same way. The 
queQn was in another with the princesses s the whole 
court followed in different equipages, according to their 
diiFerent fancies... They went afterwards in gondolas 
upon the canal, where there was music : at ten the co- 
medy .began, and at twelve they concluded the day with 
the Spanish entertainment of media noche ; thus we 
passed the Saturday. / But we came from thence in the 
afternoon. If I were to tell you how many talked to 
i me of' you, how many inquired after you, how diany 
asked me questions without waiting for answers, how 
many I neglected to answer, how little they cared, and 
how. mile hi ess I did, you would own that I had giveti 
you. a very natural ^description of Viniqua cor«. (the 
wicked court) : hifjwever, it nevei* was so agreeable ; 
every one wishes it tna.y continue. Madame de Nevers 
is very pretty, very UMxIest, very innocent r her beauty 
makes me think of you. M. de Ncvers is the gayest 
creature in the world ; his wife loves him passionately. 
Mademoiselle de Thianges is a more regular beauty 
than her sister, but not half so charming. M. du Maine 
is ineomparable ; his wit is astonishing, the things he 
says are beyond imagination. Madame de Maintenon, 
madame de Thianges, Guelpkes and Gibdim *, ave all 

• Two celebrated factions, one ts^ing the part of die popes, «dl 
the other of the enpeion. 

VOL. IV. <S 



VBembt«d. Bfadamc paid mt a fh^mniKd . mtwAoamom 
^cojont of the good priBceai . da Tareoteb Madame d» 
Monaco was at Paris. The pnnce paid- a imt t^ 
^ber da^ to madajae da la. FajfiCttct : tbattp«iBCtt»« 

A la cui spada 0£pi vlttoria ^ certa *• 

Horn ifr it posaiblb iii»t to be fl a Hta f e d;by aacb a^dntitio- 
tioB, espeeiiiUy^ siacep he » not inctined to» obtrwde l^is 
cinKtiiBson tiia ladies ^ He talks mi the war, and'eaipectv 
a0sv». like the leat. We trenble a little at wheic we may' 
lieaf fmi& Qurmtmy. It is said, howvren ttet^ the Rhiner 
jt^90 wweHod by the melted snovi^ from, the noontainsy 
tbAt tht toem3r i» more enbarrassed llMn we are. 
Bambnm bas^ been^ killed by>oise' of; hi» soldiers, wIm 
was disG^i^iig hjs muskat very iniMCWHftly. The: siege 
•f Aire continues ; we^ have lost some lieutensoits hi the 
9«aids» and soma' soldiers. Schomberg^s army is- per* 
fectly ^fu Madame de Schmnberg) has begun to lov# 
iBQ.againr: die baron ptofits. by it^ in the extnime e»- 
ressesi ai hiS: general. The peUi^ghrieux^ (the cbe^idfer 
^ Grignan) ba& no. mores ti^ do* than the rest. lie may 
po^iapehbe uneasy at tbis^ but: if he be ambitious- of a 
wound* or contiusioa, be must giise it himself : Gbd' grant 
h^ way continue in this idleness. Thesoj my deai^ are 
tenrific acooonis.: you will either be- very raucbi tired 
wiUit or very much' amused by them, for- th^ oansot^ be 
ittdiffvent to you. I wiaht you may be in the humour 
yeuiare in;8om^tio»f^ when yoa say, •* Why will' you 
9Dt: tiilk to me^ well:! I wonder at my mother, who 
inooklf raAber die than, say a single word to rae.^^ Oh !' 
i£ you are not eontented. now, lam sure it is not nry 
ftuilW any mere than it is. yours if i. amaotcontNitrd 
with the death of de Ruy ter. 

» • « . 

* Whose sword is certain of nhmfb 
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Thcm^ are y»»>|yiiii i ii» your tettem that aur exinslfarM.' 
Vou say truiy ott-tiiasdbject of ttte nactriagev fehatpvtf^ 
deneerdHtaels k, bat tfaat i« w a little laic iw tfao day. 
CoBtf nttB- me^ ia» the: goodi graces ef M. de bi <BicMider ami 
ai»taya remeinbeF aw to IVL de Grignani^ Tile: simik 
]arii]i of cmmt opioibntt on Uie subject of yvur departxanr 
bakfMeiMiglrttd oos imuidaypw 

Yan^ thiolb ^aA i hanr always a^ faiic}» to sfnsdi ^onw 

4e» of th«r gpatldt'infisten : I do Bofa ahaoliitieiij^ duiFf it^;. 

bat. i •haa^t yoa numdA have taken k. for vMeryr^ 

ivbaA. L told yioiD the desnre he has ta> become a aiaiishak 

of Fvanoe^ and* to^ei^oy* tlnit dignit^P in ifi^>atfieiciit lastvse;. 

But you seem inclined to oppose whateirep I Mif on> thiBi 

aufajeot ; the world iit- extfciinery pat^iai! z its partiality 

ha^been very apparfiiit. tis tlw case di La BrianraKaiK. 

Ne9«P treve aoirht horrid! arime^ ti'eated sof mildly : tAm 

^nrariKtt put t& the quesition ;. they even gave hei:: hopesj 

of a pandojft^ andtsueh. hopes, that she did* not expect Cci 

die ;. nay, even when she was mounting the'8cal£a£dl,rshe^ 

asked whetheo it was in earnest ;. at l8tigtb>. her aBhati 

^t(^dis|Nivsed by- thd wind : and her coniessor saiys shr 

n- a saifl^ The first piaestdent made^ choice of this- doe*- 

^av, aaa per^n. very proper to< atieud; hec ;. aiid it wiact 

the very same they hnd fixed uponi Ha«re you^ never 

observed. thoBe whe play tnicks on cards f they shaffle 

them a long time,, and* bid you taise whichever fxm 

please ;. they woulli' hove yotx think: it is iadifierent< ta^ 

them:, you take a.card^ and think it tXK be yoav omr 

chaica^ but. fiiul. it to. be precisely thet same they disv 

»gned< you sh^wld take. This compainsoa ispenfectl^fr 

jnat. INIandial d& ViHeroi* said^ «he other day,, that Pe^ 

niaiier wouM be ruined by this, affinr;^ raarsihal de 

6nammoat: replied, thait he ncight sare the expense of* 

heaping »tabie. Thct conversation of these, two greatf 

iifilfmi^ £tu-Ksh.a;poeity subject for adepigrsm* t 

g2 
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jBUfsfSMe you know, it is believed, that a hundred thou- 
sand- crowtis have been dispersed in proper bands to fa- 
cilttat^'matter.H : innocence seldom makes siuch profo- 
8tons. Nothing can be more just than what yoa have 
said of- this horrible woman. I beiieve you may be 
easy^ for it is not possible she can be in paradise; a 
soul so deeply stained with guilt must surely be sepa* 
latcd from others. We are entirely of your opinion, 
that it is far better to assassinate. This is a mere triilc, 
in comparison of being eight months in killing a father^ 
and receiving in the mean time his complaints and ca-' 
cesses; to which this pious daughter answered, only by 
^doubling the dose. 
* Tell the archbishop of Aries what the first president- 

' has advised me to do for my heahh. I have shown my 
hands, and almost my knees, to Langeron, that he may 
tell you exactly how I am. I use assort of liniment^ 
which I am told will complete my cure. I shall not 
have the cruelty to plunge myself into bullock's blood 
till the dog-days are over. But it is you, my dear child, 
that must complete my cure. If M, de Grignan could 
but conceive the pleasure he does me in approving your 
journey, it would recompense him for th« six weeks he 
is to be without you. * 

Madame de la Fayette is on very good terms with 
madame de Schomberg. The latter is wonderfully 
obliging to me, and so is her husband to my son. Ma- 
dame de Villars thinks seriously of going to Savoy ; she 
^vill meet you upon the road. Corbinelli always adores 
you: he takes infinite care of me. The worthy begs 
you. will believe that he shall have the truest joy. on 
seeing you ; he is fully persuaded that I stand in great 
need of this remedy, and you know the friendship he 

. has for me. Livri is continually recurring to iny 
thoughts, and I frequently complain of being stifled 
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here> in order to make iltem* all the more r^djr4o ac- 
quiesce with ni^ joucoey* 

Adfeu, ipy dearest ray beat-belored. Yoit eotreat 
me to love you ; I willingly consent to it^ it shall Hot be 
.»id that I refuse yOu any thing. 



LETTER CCCCXLII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Parisjr Friday, July 31, 167 6. 

It is said there will be an illuKnination to-morrow at 
Versailles* , Madame de la Fayette, and madame de 
Coulanges^ are just gone. I wi^ih you ha<l been here : 
after having seen (he good Villarsesyand-tear&hed in vain 
for mademoiselle de Merii I amxetvrned hither to write 
to you, which is all the pleasures I can have, till the 
greater one of seeing yoo arrives. Even the good abbe 
i» at Livri, so that I !$pend this evening very agreeably 
with you, my dear child. All those who bave any in- 
terest in what passes in Germany and Flanders:, ^re 
^nder some concern. We expect eyery day to. hear of 
M' de Luxembourg's having beaten the enemy, and you 
know what happens sometimes in these .ca^es. They 
have made a sally upon Maestricht^ in which Jhe enemiy 
had above four hundred men slain. The siege.of Aire 
goes on as usual. The duke of Yilleroi^ and ^ large de- 
tachment of cavalry, have been sent to reinforce mar- 
shal d'llumieres; I fancy your brother yi\\S be of the 
party, but notwithstanding he is pretty mindfuj in wrijt- 
iug to roe, yet, I know not how it happens, I h.ave nev^r 
letters like other people, which makes me. uneasy. .1 
have even put off, for some time, going to Livri, to see 
how these affairs will be cleared up. M. de Lou/ois 
has, by his own authority, ordered M. de Schoml^e^g 
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flsaiartoAm:; «HiiuMWJMeD4M8«nje!ily worf, 4tMii 
he was afraid the delay bf a oornntNt «Migbl injiire ^ «^ 
isivt. Make yiMr 'orni notes upon iAmi <lexl. 

Willie i am <4mtiliiig with 7««> I woMfim'WKl^ My 

something of the grand«4«cbeM> «Bd foattdaiinede^iiiae*. 
They are upon such very bad terms together, that they 
do not speak, though tbey meet eyery day in the same 
places. The grand-duchess is in favour with the king; 
she has an apartment ^t VenniUes, where she makes 
sometimes a pretty long stay. She is gone to the illa- 
nmiation ; tmd in a ^faort time, her prison will be a 
<eoiirt> Bsid « i^tiriot attacbmeiit %• her "Own vgneeeble fe- 
rn ily. The grand-'Mie has bsen fwforMed tk«t tliete- 
tircment be 'bad bedn pranised, had l^en ill crteerfed ; 
litis he said was ^ iittte co nse qi w i roe, fer 4b ylwcSng Iw 
'wrrfe in tlbe tmnde-ef the king, be had vemovvd Imn hn 
'Own mind all anxiety vevpectwg tier eoiiduct. The 
count de f^int Maurice te^d me yesterday, that t%e 
grand-djofke, aeemg a nobleman ef SaToy at fais court, 
said ie him wi<Si a sigh : ^ Ah, sir ! how happy jxm are 
in the possession of a prineess of France, i;\ho Ibinks \t 
fio martyrdom to reign in your heart !** 

There is a rumour afioat of Theobon, as if, ultimngh 
^uds were forbidden, yet a rencontre w^s ^wnrnrftted ; 
but d)i« I mefition ntenety as hear-say, for I know no- 
tWfig abjoat it for a •certainty. Your t:onsin d'Harcourt 
has taken the veil at Montmartre ; the whole court vras 
presetit at the cerewcmy. Her fine locks hung care- 
lessly down her shoulders ; end on her head she had 
a wreath ^ <ftower8, and 'looked so sweet and f tniocent 
a victim, that, it is said, no one present cou!d refra'm 
from tears. 



* These two princesses were daugliteis pf GastOD of France duke of 
Oitant, end of Mngairet of LonBiae. 



Mttr and 4Mmm ^m 4««b tha^i they ^. M. '^'ilfll^ * 
•i 'dtad, laiffd lifts left 4msi«i^ \ve9awcta ^ <%« ^M^ 
^ X.ttiew (MftsJ ib«r«r «ttii«l4iWe im oar 'gotfd M. nflb 

wmtdiked miBerl HeM <ai« viable tyemefices Tacam : tfafe 
bishopric of Alby is worth 25,000 crowns -per tiina»^ 
it«)MP«Kiied «nlo«m ttrdh^lBliopHcs Wt yef* kne^ be- 
"fotie we Aid «h»t theire ifi «UN <a mtiK^ oiore iiobke «fte to 
tiie4i%pic»e4^, ImtiMi itbe «ov«iieigti poiiti>fica^. M. 
^ BiQiive !(« 4w M. <de ^oyfm says, is «t length deftd. € 
'wwit ibr ^'Haoqiievilie to ^kniyw whcifl t>«r »g6aA coMmI 
fde it#Ctf) mtii] dei if beiAoftld ^et oM l^r Re^iofe, y«b 
VicMt'tottiteiioihiiig uadone to baVe thefDetfsor^ of 9e0- 
ing Mm aa^M conotes yoai* way. 

M^ 4« MaraalDefi is ^\\\ oibnsfdembly t>ebifi^Hiafi4 ; 
iihtt new ft^ wit) froai^te liis ^ervm cre a ttr r es first> and 
afterwards those of the several crowns, but it te Mil 
^\le loeitain, irbist4lerthat<«f Folandl wiW be^BCkrded 
iMMtig file latter ; that i% aocopding to iibe ^Vip«. If 
Hiey ave inGftined to <|ciilbM«, th^ may tay -thtit vHe 
•cromi Y>f Ps^land has only tlite «olicitatidit> atid fi^t ik/^ 
riglitef loominattofi, asthove of Fra^ee and Spain; &r 
if it caivM noiB«ia!te> ^o can say that tjie kft woaM fM 
Wfon M. ^a M^rseitiesf In. abort, tihere h plenty #f 

^ G'asj^anl de Oaillon, uncle to the fluke oF I^ifle, abd arckbUhqfp 
irfAlfay. 

f See the Letter^ the iirst of this inoridu 

I Ckmemt i)»XtK <»ho tM 4n\j a, 16^6. It « flam» ti*t the 
ridiculous pride of the bishop de Noyon, led him to speak of the pope 
•s of an equal. 

§ Tbs liishop tff 'Mstsdihs tefl the lanafiniKitm ^ ikt %w£; of 
Poland. 



lime. BV I tt il you that madane ^ Savegr * has $e«t 
m handred ellsj of the most beanuful irelv«t that ever 
was seen, to madame de la Fayette, and as maiiyi ella c^ 
^atin for lining ; and that she has sent her, within. these 
two days, her picture set in diamonds, Talaed at three 
hundred louis-d'ors? I know nothing more delightfiii 
than the power of giving, and the will of doing it« like 
this princess. 

I have just had a conversation with d'Hacqoeville. 
The king has very earnestly entreated our good cardinal 
to go to Roipe i be has lately received a courier ; they 
are all to go hy land, because the king lias no galleyji 
to furnish thei^n with for their passage, so that you wiU 
not have an opportunity of seeing him. W« are under 
great uneasiness about his health ; but fully confide in 
his known prudence and abilities, for aeoofliniockiting 
the language of the' Holy Spirit with the service of his 
king. We shall have occasion to talk again aboult tkia 
journey. 

Madame de Schomberg most certainly loves and esr 
teems you highly, and thinks you superior to an^yoth^i 
person ; it will depend upon yourself this winter not tp 
destroy all this ; she is however not satisfied with M* 
de Grignan, whom she has always loved, because he^ is 
.amiable, and because her friend adorts hiia^ Sbie 
thought that, knowing she was so near Provppce, bfi- 
ought to have come four or five leagues to see her, and 
oflier her all the accommodations in his power, which, 
however, she would not have accepted. This is a kiuid 
of amorous reproach. < 

" Listen (o mei my dear child : when the governor of 

? Marla^eanDe-EaptUte of Savoy Nemours^ i\'ho was regeat for her 
son Victor-Am^d^ Francois. ^ 
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Macstricht * made his famous saHy, the prince of 
Orange flew to the assistance of his troops with incre- 
dible valour^ and repulsed oor people sword in hand, 
to the very gates ; in doing this, he was wounded in the 
arm : upon which, turning to some who had not be- 
haved well, « This is the way you should have acted> 
gentlemen/' said he ; " you are the cause of this 
wound, for which you appear so much concerned.-' 
The rhtngrave followed him, and received a. wound in 
the shoulder. There are places, in which it is So'danr 
gerous to give this action ail the praises* it merits, that 
it is thought better to take no notice of? the advantage 
we have gained. » v • 

1 have just heard for a truth, thtt the rejoicings U 
Versailles are deferred for some diys^ You are per- 
fectly easy I find respecting the state of La Brinvillier*' 
8on\ : no one can doubt the justice of God ;. and it is 
with tnfitifte regret, I find myself obHged t^ resume the 
opinion of eternal punishment. 



LETTER ceccxun. 

•« . ^ f' » 

TO THE SAME. 

• * • " * ' • . : t 

PaHs, Wednesday, Aug*- 5, 1676. 

I ^vI^L begin to-day with my health ; 1 am very weH, 
my dear child, I have seen the honest de LoYme since 
his return hither, and he has severely scolded me for 
not going to Bourbon ; but this is all' nonsense, for he 
acknowledges that the waters of Vichi' are as 'good for 
drinking: " But then you should sWeat, said he ;" and ^ 

I have, even to excess ; cbnsequeVitfy thire \i iK) ocea- 

• * '■ 1 > : ,". 1 , ' 

^ M. de Cairo commanded in Maestrieht daring - tbe siege^ in the 
joom of marshal d'Esuadei, who was the gQve»oT. 

* e 5 
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•ion fi>r changirvg my {bnwer optnioo «iio iAie cb^ce «f 
place. He m not for my drinking t^ waiers in anUiotn^ 
bnt w'M hanre me Iwfiv the powders an September. B« 
says nothing need li^ done far Ihe iiuk ene, and that 
its skuN wlii harden ftiee thsd of elhere in time. SoW' 
dMot has told roe the same thing, and that tfae iiAiies 
•are the last parts eom^leted. He is for my wMkiiig a 
g-reat deal, and is sending me to Ljvn. 

It is « sign La Brinvilliers is dead, by my hanng ao 
tnneh fetaure time vpon nay hands. Howevier« I have 
eomething to siMf afhont BBn«i»tier : Jhs eterk, BelW 
gvise, i« taken : k is not known whether this will be the 
better or the worse for him ; people, in general, are se 
4isposed to think favourably of him, Uiai I beUe¥e, if 
he were to be hanged at last, eome exeuse wonid lie 
found ibr him. It n^m\A ait court, liiat the king had this 
clerk apprehended in the oift-sktrts of the town. The 
partiamem is greatlty bkmed far its negligence; and. 
after all, it appears that tfae diccefrery of this naatt was 
owing to the diligence and liberality of the attorney- 
general^, and that the search cost him above two thou- 
sand crowns.^ ' I was -a who^e hoar yesterday in com- 
pany with this magistrate, who, beneatb the garb of 
gravity, conceals a very amiable and accomplished 
iQind* M, de Ha^rki Bonnevil was with me : I dare not 
tell yau bow ^ell I vf^9 received ; he talked a jgre^t 
4eal to m^ aboc^ you and M. de Grignan. 

Am is. at Ungthi taken. My son writes me ^ thon^ 
^nd haodsomi^ tl»ing^ of the coqnt d« Vaux t> who wm 
^e of the foremost in action ; biU, at the same time, 
gveatly censanes the besieged^ who s«ffeped us to take, 
in on« oight, th^ covered way, the counterscarp, to 
pass a ditch full of water, and possess ourselfes of 

• AchAles de Hftilaij aftc iw si d B •dot |fqSfeM. 
f M. Fouquetft sou. 



<he OQt-ipraqfa of the finert horti-wortt Ifliat fei^ iir«« 
seen, and at }ast capitalated withoai tftrrkmg a blo«r. 
Tbey were so tbander-stradk with the fire of tMMr wr* 
tillery, that the Toascles of the back which act niittrfa- 
' ing, and those which more the legs for flight, were ndl 
to be stopped by the wish of acqmrtttg renbWii ; alid fhi« 
It is that makes as take so many towns. M. de Le«K 
tors has all the honour t>f this affair; he has tinlifmi«d 
power, and makes armies advance, or rbth^, as he thinks 
proper. While ali this was doing, there were gre*t he* 
joichif^ at VcrsailJes; they took place on the Satinday^ 
notwithstanding what was said to the contrary, and 
were the prelmle to the news of this suctress. In short, 
there are continoai feasts and balis ; for the kirrg^s good 
fortnne, jomed to the abilTties of those who serve hiili; 
give us every hope of success, wit^iont the fear of beihg 
disappomtsd. My mind is qttite easy at present re*. 
ftpecting military affairs. 

1 hare just had a letter from cardinal de Rets, in 
which he takes leave of me before he goes for Ro^M. 
Hte «et oat on Smiday the 2d instant, and will ti^e ihb 
Unne road as you and I did once, vHiere we were «• 
prettily overturned; he goes straight to Lyotis^ ttlbth 
li%ence, with the te^t of his brethren, he ta^et the 
iroad i6 Tarin, because his majesty cannot spare Iheni 
Ms gaAleys^ so that you wH! not have the pieavure df 
Meing his dear emisience. I am uneasy nbotr^ |ti| 
lealth ; he was ixuder a cotrrse of mtedicine, bnt Mt&k 
every thing give way to the pressing entreMie^ of hM 
toyai mamcfr, who wrote to ham wtth his owii hand. I 
tsipt the thange of ait, and dhrersHy of c^jectSi irilt' 
do bhn more fiertice than living and studyiti({ lit ii^ 
Stoile, 

S#fir. deOrignan nwUhytmatlast; IwisfayoabaA 
tfeateji him like a stranger: he certwhrfyf^rforttos'^rtfr 
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ders (or his mejesty's service^ and I take c&re to say. bo 
oa all occasions ; for I frequently talk of him wil.h 
d'Hacqueville, who has so peiJectly restored peace and 
harmony among the Grammont family, xhat not a word 
is mentioned about any thing ; th^y may thank his pru<* 
dent and wise management for this, for there were doubt- 
less materials in the allair to have furnished ample mat- 
ter of diversion to the public. Your replies to the idle 
things I wrote to you, are infmitely preferable to the 
things themselves. Nothing can be more pleasant than 
not saying a word to M. de la Garde, of a thing, that, 
at the same timej takes up all your attention: pray let 
roe know when I may write to him upon this subject. 

I return M. de Grignan many thanks, for his good* 
ness to the chevalier de Sevigue, when he saw him at 
.Toulon. He is my godson, you knov^; I have had a 
letter from him, written in all the transports of grati- 
tude. If M. de Grignan should have an opportunity of 
speaking or writing in his favour, it would delight me. 
He is quite weary of being a lieutenant. . I have been 
4old he is a brave youth, and very deserving of a ship. 
Jf M, de. Grignan is of the sarpcJ- opinion, you will ^o 
well to put him in mind of bin^ { : • > . 

M» de Coulanges is going soon to Lyons; he meafni 
to return before All Saints, which will l|e just ab^i^j^^ 
iime of your coming. hither. I would ad.vise you to 
concert measures for coming together; he. will steer 
your bark gaily, and you will be infinitely pleased wtt^ 
f uch a companion. .,,•.. 

I think the pigeon .vpryi pretty,. an^. you, will be joi 
infinite service to him, by amusing youpelf, as you. dO| 
with his dawning reason ; this at^tention to Jtus inap|f£ye« 
ment will be a great advantage to him. Pray fo^ive 
>ll his little faults^ which be honestly coQfesie8,.;but 
jMy«r overlook a lie* . . 



MAOiiME oe, siyjGNE. , .1^ 

• Wheo you read, the History of the Viaira, let me ad- 
Tiae yoo not to stop at the heads cut off and lying on the 
table; do nut shut the book at this passage* but cpn<* 
tiaue.tiU.you come to the son*; and then, if you find 
-a .more truly honest man.c^mong the whole race of Chris- 
itians, .say I haye.deceived you. 

You are. apprehensive, you say, my dear child, that 

J am awkward with my hands: not in the least; this 

Jnconvenii^nce 1 suQer affects only myself, and is not 

pecceptible to any one else. In a word, 1 am as like, 

.as two drops of water, to your beUissima, except that 

I have a finer shape than formerly ; but you are, after 

all, too good and kind, in thinking so much of my 

.health. Be under no uneasiness about Livri. I shall 

conduct myself there with great prudence, and shall re- 

,turn before the fogs come onj provided it be to meet 

you. I expect fr^m Parere f this little business of the 

fines of Biiiron ; if, he says you must purchase them^ 

-we will learn to belie our great Diana J. 

J have a little story to relate to you, which you may 
.believe as firmly as if you had been an ear-wi,tuess to 
it. The ki^g said, a few mornings ago^ *' I am of opi- 
nion that we shall not, be able to relieve Philipsburg; 
,but, after all, I shall not be less king of France/' M. 
jde. Montay^ier §, who would not say a thing he did not 
think for the pope himself, replied^. ^« It. is certain, sire, 
you would j[>ot be less king of France, though the ene- 

• AchnoebCpprflgli,. pwba, was made grand vkzir upon ihp death of 
Mahomet CoprogU, his father. The lives of tlie father and ton are 
very entertaining and interesting. 

f M. dc Pomponnc's principal secretary. 

X He was a regular clergyman of Palermo in Sicily, and is of^en 
mentioned in the Petites Lettres, for having fiivoured in Iiis writings the 
relaxed opinions in favour of morals. 

§ Preceptor to the king's children, and remaikahle for speaking his 
vind the nuwt openly of any person at court. 



my wen to reulce Metz* Tool, Yerdm, and «te wbole 
FraoBcbe Conrt^, together with a fiamber of other firo- 
•wices, which jour pnedecetsors did T«ry wtU without.*' 
Upo« this every one preieni wm vtiwA: duinb. But 
ibe kmg jwpUed with a very good 'gracou ** I under- 
stand you perfectly, M. de Montsasier ; you mean tt) 
«ay, that you think ray affatta ave in a bad aitvation ; but 
I take what you say in good pan> «s«i am cowrinced of 
your l^alty and affection.'' All this ia sttictiy trae, 
and I think each flapported kis character admirably. 

The baroB (de Sevignc) is very wdl. The cbevalier 
de Nogent, who is come express with the new« of the 
caplore of Aire, bas mentioned bim to the kin^ as a 
person who bas given proois of his attachment to his 
service. The duke is very gay; he bunts, be goes to 
Chantilli and Liancoart : in a- word, t^ey are all gM 
to make hay while the sun shines. M. de Nevers Is 
under no uneaainess about his wile, for her condocft is 
strictly correct ; be considers her aknoat as bis daugh- 
ter, and if she were to give herself tbe least airs of co- 
<)uetry, be woaid be the 6rst to perceive, and chide bev 
fqr it; abe is with child, and very languid. My nie€« 
de Coligni * is brought to bed of a son ; she aays she 
shall take a great pride in bringing him up. Bb ttmx 
Raulina is the count's favourite, Mid her siater Colotteit 
riunbs «f Botkiog but a veil ! 

* Louisa de lUbmin, marchioness of Goligni. 

t M, de Gr^gnaD*! «Mest datrgbrrr 'hj hb ^m i^.. 



LETTBR CCCCXUV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, August 7> ^^f^» 
To-^oimow I go to Livri, my dear ; it is necessary that 
I sfioudd^ or, at least, I think so. But this will not 
prevent my writing to you a« usual, nor will our cor- 
fespondence suffer the least interruption from it. I have 
seen some of t!w folks from court ; and they arc per- 
9Utid«d that Theobon's opinion is ridiculous, and that 
^uanto^s power was never more firmly established. She 
now f^nds herself superior to all opposition, and has no 
more apprehensions of the little sluts her nieces, than 
if they ivei-e turned to charcoal ♦. As she has a great 
share of understanding, she appears to be quite exempt 
from the fear of having shut up the wolf m iht «heep- 
fold. Her beauty is extreme; her dress equal te -her 
beatity, and her sprightliness equal to her dress. 

The chevalier de Nogent f has again vientioned the 
baron to the king, as havmg done thi«gs even beyoiMl 
what his duty exacted of hm, and ^e has said the same 
to a thousand others. M. de Loovots is i^tumed, c«n 
rered -vHth laurels and applause. I fancy Vardes will 
bring you the grand -master, wht> 4s going to receive 4 
trifling legacy of 4-00,000 ci-owns. Vardes will wait for 
him at "Saint £sprit, and I have a notion wt)l take Imi 
with him to Grignan ; perhaps, too, they may think 'rf 
BO such t^ng. 

M. du Maine h an extraordinary ehiki; be m deft-> 

• Madame de flevers, juaA nmdcmoiMlft? 4e '^lUmgee, aftu i m ll 
AatikeaiofSfenft. 
I faf the jwocwlw^ 1^ tfttifj 
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cient neither in tone of voice nor shrewdness ; he has a 
blow every now and then, as well as the rest of the 
court, at M. de Montansier; this occasioned my ex- 
pression o^ Viniqua corte. Seeinpr hiin one day pass by 
his windo%v with a little wand in his hand, he called out 
to him, " What, M. de Montausier, never without the 
staft' of office ?" Give to this the tone and meaning with 
which it was uttered, and you will not find many sach 
instances in a child of six years old. But he is every 
day saying a thousand such things. A few days aga 
he supped on the canal in a gondola, near that in which 
the king was: he has been told not to call him papa; 
but having occasion to drink, he said aloud, " The king 
my father's health," and then threw himself into ma- 
dame de Maintenon's lap ready to die with laughing. 
I know not why I have singled out these two things to 
tell you, for I assure yoy they are the most trifling of 
any he has said. 

The king has presented M. le Grand's son with the late 
bishop of Alby's fine abbey (of Chastilliers), valued at 
25,000 livres per ann. My zeal in your afikirs has led 
me to speak in person to M. Picon about your pension^ 
who told me that the abbe de Grignan had it in his 
power to bring it about, so that I have nothing to do 
but to rouse the handsome abbe, without seeming to 
follow his steps, for 1 always distrust indolent people. 
1 am indolent only in my own affairs: I wish other 
people were like me. The handsome abbe has inter-* 
Yupted me, and has assured me, he will order, mat* 
ters so, tHat we shall have no occasion to fear,faa.vipg 
p,ar pension. Write a line or two to him, and that will 
stimulate him to perform wonders; he will likewise set- 
tle the marquia's .patent in a proper, i^anner* Parere 
promises me every day to expedite the fines ; he ii i4 
strange friend: he stammered oiH a'tb>o^«afid protesta* 
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lions to iue.the other day : I believed the affarr fiettled« 
and Jipthing is. dpne ysbU I have also seen what was 
written to the handsome abbe on the reconciliation of 
tbp father and son ; nbthiag can be more entertainmg* 
This fetrea$ in the mi^st of an archbishopric, and .this 
Thebaid in th^ stre^jt of St. Honore, have extremely 
<2iyeF.ted nie. Retreats do. not always succeed ; they 
should be carried into execution without talking of them; 
but they have promised the abbe to inform him of the 
snbject of this curious reconciliation, with which I am 
^really edified. Let me beg, my dear child, that t 
.may hear it from you. 

We wait in trembling expectation for news from Ger* 
inany;_a great battle must have taken place there; 
howeveo. I shall go to Livri ; whoso loves, let bim fol- 
low me. Corbinelli has promised to come and teach 
me to look on, as I told y<>u the other day. This has 
diverted me highly. 

LETTER CCCCXLV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Begun at Paris the iltli, and fiuUlied at liyti^ 
Wednesday, Aug. 12, 1676, 

Old de Lorme, Bourdelot, and Veson, have forbidden 
me to think of Vichi again this year; they think it 
would not be prudent to venture upon one dose of heat 
so close upon another : as to next year, it is another af- 
fair; we shvill see how; it will, be ; but let d'Hacqueville 
say what he pleases, there is no daring to venture upon 
this journey, in direct opposition to the advice of those 
very physicians who wtie so ready to send me thither 
when they thought it necessary : I am not at all obsti- 
nate, but suffer myself to be led, with a docility I did 
not possess before my illness. ..You will be rejoiced to 



baimemljam: l^r UtUe iafimiiy ^m Imftgi ifeoiA 
■»» iiMtrffting, as to •de«erv« neither ytorTCgaiid nor 



iraaoq<]«v!iNe «5 «o foii^^iN^I/ber tntienriew with M. 
«k Ptmpomne^ in «4icli be wHl ikmom^ly dtsPCOM your 
v&in, aadml;! aocfmint you «^itii tfive i«ftu4t. I ^wtitie 
lbs be&re i «et cwt for Uvri, wliere I puifiove Vfem|f 
l^-momw wmrinig, and whete I ^»» 6iH«ii ^*«. 

f «v<iA yoy ccMiid «ee tbe 4esGriptieii you Imve ghf«i 
nw of live pigeor^s ifhape. I am gM 'k wn «o «ex«g^g«r- 
Uteii %y ytmr appvehensioiM^ for at last •k wiil tom oul 
that be is a very pretty little fellow, with a greot ^eal 
tyf isnder8tan<litig ; and this k the mighty aHan- that I 
fvtis to ea'H a eonsoltatioii ef matreiw about. Nothing 
vteti srrrely be tnore i$tterting» than wbat yea say ffhoot 
La !?**•*• what a hea^l Can she have the corifidence 
to «how heraelf wliea you are present f What the <»to^ 
noble ladies said is so droll, and so .just, that Icaanot 
help thinking you have said it for them. There i» too 
much imagination in it for provincial manners. 

The archbishopric of Alby is given to M. de Mende f, 
but loaded with twelve thouaaad ^ancs in pensions, viz. 
3000 to the chevalier de Nogent, 3000 to our friend M. 
4^hsen, and 6003 to M. 4e Kievew. 1 can see no rea- 
son for the latter, unless it is to increase the band of 
music that hfe keeps for his divei^ion ^very crcnmg. 

How delighted I ^m, that you have finisfhed irtw^ 
Vizirs f Tell me, truly, do yoo not kwre the last of 
them ? It most 'be owned, that this book is not weH 
written ; but, nevertheless, the events are tvell worth 
reading. It seems as if this tjueen of Poland weiie not 

f Hyacintbus Serroni, bishop of Meiide, and the first archbisliop of 
Alby, was a Dominican friar al the tirae (bat be followed ca^lfiiial Ma- 
2$rln out of Italy into France. Mamiu linnself had been « tlionki 
vnd^giHienl of -tke fumoordbr. 



ateritt; p«iiap$ Ae i«tl•«f1^1^4cpr<the^grafWI* 
«eigaor t>r the fgna^ytsir «p« are «s<» moch m k>v« with. 
The princess of Harcoort* was delivered of a •d'wrfL 
obiM siK vModks age, and was very near ^i^, k«t «he 
if M0W i>etoer ; aad what w4;tl «oiivp)(^ bef cure 19, 'tfhat 
4hey (bane wemmmi kw to Clagny tbatt «be fioke «€ the 
town amaLy not djastorb her. Mudame de M«9i«espafi 
iailoes tbe .gneate^t cane tmaginttbie tff ber: Ood k tiwwi 
ivhsliier :siiie w iU ^how pvoper gnutkode. 

From Xjvri. 
1 have just received your letter of the second. Yoa 
have been at St. Esprit, you see what it is to be very 
mudh tired : you might, hewever, have written onJy 
two ^ne3 to me; 1 should have taken it.vety kindly <^ 
you. It would tave been carious if you liad stumbled 
upon the grBmd-tn aster tliere; 1 know you are of «pi- 
nion» that I should have been, more diverted with the 
adventure than you. 1 am in hopes I shall see Gour- 
\il1e soon ; 1 will speak to him about the aflair of Vene* 
}an : It is a cbarming situation ; I would not have it sold 
for a song, as estates are sold now in France. Poorde 
Tellier has purchased Barbesieux, one of the most beau- 
tiful estates in the kingdom, at sixteen years* purchase: 
it is perfectly ridiculous. Perhaps the prince of Conti, 
or his council, would choose to purchase in this man- 
ner, as you do not sell Venejan by a decree. As for 
Caderousse, I can see no hopes of making u^ matters 
with him, but by playing his-^ame at primo for him 
with M. de Grign-an. 1 beg you would use no cere- 
mony in sending me the bride's commissions; pray 
consider me as one of the cabbages in your garden : I 
«hal1 be delighted to take a trip to Paris on so good au 
errand. The good d*£scars will show us some of her 

• Frances rle Brancas, wife to Alpbonso-Hcnr/-CliaTles of JLocraiur, 
prince of Harcourt. 
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dexterity with pleasure. Yoo have only to employ 
us^ aiid you will have reason to be satisfied with our 
services. 

I am informed from Parts, that there is ito news from 
Germany yet. The uneasiness that is felt on account 
of the approaching battle, which is thought to be un« 
avoidable, is like a violent fit of the colic, and has 
lasted now almost a fortiiight. JVL de Luxembourg kills 
us with couriers, whereas poor M. de Turcnne never 
sent any : after gaining a victory, he informed us of it 
by the post. Our Flemish canons are in perfect health ; 
as is our good hermit, who wrote to nie on the seven- 
teenth from Lyons, where he arrived in five days from 
his hermitage. He waits the arrival of his colleagues; 
had it been left to him to fix the route, he tells me he 
should have been twelve days only iu going from Lyons 
to Rome. 

M, d*Hacqueville has had a good deal of conversation 
with M. de Pomponne, and nothing farther can be done 
in the afiair of your marquisate, but to dispose of it with 
the title, which is sure to render an estate the more va- 
luable'; so that, if the purchaser is of the rank re- 
quired, it will be easy for him to obtain letters in chan- 
cery, creating him marquis of Mascarille. 

The abbe de Chevigni is no longer our bishop of 
Heunes, he prefers the expectation of the bishopric pf 
Poitiers ; the bishop of Dol is come to Rennes, and the 
abbe de Beaumanoir to Dol. You wish me, my dear, 
to speak of the state of my health ; it is even belter 
here than at Paris ; the asthinatical symptoms disap- 
peared at first view of the horizon of our little terrace: 
there have been no evening dews yet ; on perceiving 
the least cold, I retire to my apartment. They have 
made a window in the little study, that opens into the 
•garden, which perfectly removes the moist and un- 
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wholesome air that it formerly had: but besides this 
improrement^ it is not in the least hot, for it has the 
sun upon it only an hour or two at his first rising. I 
am alone ; the good abbe is at Paris. I read with the 
father-prior, and am now engaged in the Memoirs of 
M. de Ponti, a gentleman of Provence, who died at 
Port-Royal about six years ago, upwards of fourscore 
years of age. He gives an account of his life, and of 
the reign of Lewis XIII.*, with so much truth, simpli- 
city, and good sense, that I can scarcely prevail upon 
myself to lay him aside. The prince has read him 
from beginning to end with the same eagerness. This 
book has many admirers; there are some, however, 
who cannot endure it ; and indeed one must either like 
or dislike it extremely, there is no such thing as ob- 
serving a medium in this affair : I would not, however, 
swear you would like it. 

The reason why you do not think you shall be able 
to prevail on me to go to Vichi, which is, that I may 
see you and bring you back, is that, of all others, which 
v^ould naturally determine me to it, and the only one in 
the world that seems worthy my attention. I should 
therefore set out without the least hesitation, were I 
persuaded this were at all necessary; but I think mr 
bills accepted with too much honour, to be in atiy 
doubt of their being punctually paid. I shall there- 
fore expect you, my beauty, with all ihe joy you may 
possibly conceive, from an affection like mine, 

* Lewis cle Pontl, a gentleman of Provence, who, after having spent 
fifty- six years in the army in the service of three of o^r kings, thought 
U time to retire in 1653, and to hide himself from the world, at 
PorttRoyal des Champs, where he led a life of piety and penitence, 
and-died June 24, 1 6;o. As Thomas de Foss^ was the person who aiy. 
ranged the Memoirs in question, this work was judged to belong to 
Port-Royal j and it is owing to iliis, that it was not equally well received 
by every one. 
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UETTEIL CCCCXLVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Mx d««r chiUv i am ia perfect iMaRtI' at tiii» place : 
iam. nore sMsible ef tAie magmlu^ ef my krte ilfiies«, 
ftwiittiy'diBadi^of ft vdbpfle^ aii^ my precacitiein' widi 
negard tortkc creiiiiig* dewsi ^Imi froor any tbiifg «te; 
inr yas rentenber Ite Mprene pkaenve I used to< ccs 
O0f e Iran fiov cvmiiiigS' andi moM^gbt. I- tbank yoti 
for ttrmking- of ma> in that rachanttng svosoik. Mes- 
daniea^de VSIIaiv, da 9aui« Geiois^ d'ffetidfeoiiii^ nasie^ 
BBPaisaMel'fiatraitgas, the* IMe* soid^ and the lIlMle amw 
baBBadnss^ eame' llmre* yestteiday ar aeon*; tbe^v^altver 
was charming. A slight suspieicRF of Iherr imenfiott 
eoBasimed a sliglit disgfefe of providence' on' my part, 
wMchi Ajmisb«d> an exeeifent dimier: P have a ftty 
goad- cools > yooi sfaaJtgiye me your opinion of his pcp* 
ibnnaneai They t^li^ nre i^fa^ere is no- nevw fi^mrOei^ 
many yet. lb i» dying* by mch«s> Ur feel*' sacb ttneasi^ 
aeas fW tew or ttvoliw duyvsueeessiirely ; tMe-mercbvEinF* 
msidkf kuDrcyaefte^ who is Fel^airning fVom L»Trou9se> 
Willi dxsccrmrbeit game all) aitf once, such as* it rearlly isi 
good'orbad;, fop sbo'wiTl sudd^ly opert upon' l^ diai 
flaapensei Wke two equal players^ will haD<er no concent 
in the bueiness. I ani, bower6r> of opinion, tfaa<r tha 
strongest love will not seek to spare itself: what think 
you? 

The king has* given M. da Plessls, grand viicar of 
Notre-Sarae,. and a ve.y woifthy ipan> the bish»pne. of 
Saintes: his* ms^^ said publicly, '^ F have this monm 
fng given- away a bishopric to one whom Friever saw/' 
This is the second ; the other was the ajbbe de Barilloiu 



bishop of Ln^on. The beaatifal madame de Montes- 
paii begins to be somewhat weary of the public exhi- 
bition; she has heeo, fiar two or three* days together, 
unable to put on her clothes. The king plays still, but 
not quite so long at » lioiev H ^is change of scene 
does not last, it must be because it is too pleasing to 
coatiDQe; They adect to haye no private hours ; every 
bodys i» oC •pinion, thaA gqod poliisy Beq^ire& tha^ tktn^ 
flAiMld be* notte^. ajid thiUU were k sdU tbt^ fiubionw 'A 
wouUi cei^aini^y be diacootkiued. 

Madflme^ de ViUans i». goiog to Savoy tn good ewrnest, 

)0 pl3y a very ptetty: pact.;, she- ha» a.Qi68i magoificenir 

careiagev Itaeil wutbi civfliioa melvd^ a fine. biMBe^ and 

•very ifamg dae* Qoe ef her ple^sums,. shft sayt^ will 

be, thai ibB- shall fall in love'WiUii nobody in tbati eoon* 

try ; a in«laiioh#ly sort, of pkasuro tnuTy^ Thai, of 

^!He«dfl€OiiPtk wiho ]« retacniog. to- hor owoi hnuat fev 

sttiM week9^ iftnot a wbit oftooet goy. Tile maonef of 

that couiitry> aa yoib hnow^. 19 toroweffwheln^ 3;}otiiwitb 

•ttbraoes eaottgh almost to tarDrone-'a<braiBfr andipna^ 

Mii% afibernotttOfkiiQw yon;, but,. aboT» all, to ttkf 

efery thing wii;b> ani air o£ the greoteat indliffiinBiico poo« 

^Me. Xiii9i«uicoiiae9nedne8B w^i d^ervos* to^ he lepaid 

iA kind by poop moriaK hfli there istbirdrliiHte m thott 

vocy looko. FarewoH^ my lloauti&tt. cbarmitig obildt 

Idonotnowohfttterat the cote I usod;todo^at IMe^ 

I am sorry &r; it^ onyoursM:GOiint,.9iiictoifty:d66onpdcne 

3<iH]ise you. 
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LETTER CCCCXLVII. 

JO THE SAMB. 

Urn, WedneMiaj, Aug. 19» 1679- 
I MUST chide you, my child, for bathing yourself in 
that little river, which, by the bye, is no river, and 
wiiich only assumes that great name, as some folks do' 
that of great families : it however deceives nobody, all 
the world knows how the matter is : and here comes a 
M. le I^boureur, who has laid open its source, and 
proves, that its true naro^ is the Fountain ; but neither 
that of Vaucluse, of Arethusa, nor of Health ; but a 
little fountain without a name, and withodt renown ; 
this is the noble stream in which yoti'have beeti bath- 
ing. I am almost dead with fear, lest you should have 
caught the rheumatism by this bold sie^ or at least a 
violent cough ; nor shall I be cured of my apprehen- 
sion, till I hear bow you' are. Heavens ! had I done 
this, what a life you would have led me! 

I suppose you already know that the German moun- 
tain is brought to bed of a mouse at last, without pain, 
or so 'much as a groan. One of our friends, whom you 
love in proportion to his care of me, tells me he is per- 
fectly at a loss bow to keep you and me within bounds 
on this occasion ; that a devil of a wood was discovered 
in the map, which hemmed us in so as to render it im- 
possible for us to draw up in order of battle, except in 
the face of the enemy ; for which reason, we were 
obliged to retreat on the 10th, aqd to abandon Philips- 
burg to the brutality of the Germans. M. de Turenne 
had never discovered this wood, so that we find every 
day less reason to lament his loss. We are, moreover. 
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in fear for M»estrich^ because the army of our allies it 
in no condition to succoar it It would be a fresh dis« 
appointment, were the Swedes to be driTen out of Po» 
merania. The chevalier de Grignan informs me the 
baron played the fool at Aire ; he placed himself in the 
trenches, and on the very counterscarp, with as much 
indifference and unconcern, as if he had been at home 
by his fire-side. He had taken it into his head, that he 
should have the regiment of Rambures, though it was 
that very instant given away to the marquis de Fea» 
quieres ; in this idea, he exposed himself as if he had 
been a common sentinel. 

You wish a formal reconciliation to take place with 

madame de Heudicourt ; this cannot be *. We must 

leave it to time to efface impressions ; we may see her 

again : her easy manners are pleasing ; she is formed 

for trifling ; she does not strike the imagination with 

any thing new; and if she is indifferent about us^ we 

know how to do without her : one advantage, however, 

she certainly has over all others, that we are accustom* 

ed to her. She is now, then, in her carriage, and, as her 

apartment is wbnted, is going away : there is not much 

zeal however displayed, in procuring another : another 

time will do for that. This is the sandy foundation 

upon which we build> and this the broken reed to which 

we trust. 

The archbishop (of Aries) writes us astonishing 
things of your care and attention to him. I can never 
sufficiently praise you for your conduct in this parti* 
cular, which is at once so just and proper. There are 
certain duties of civility, which I hold absolutely indis* 
pensable ; nothing can possibly excuse, in my opinion, 

* She had spoken UI of madame de Maintenony and a quanel baidi 
is consequence, taken place between them. 
VOL. IV. H 
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iagrfttitacle. It i» to Me good and ronerable patriarch 
yaa owe the order and regularity of your kome^ and 
if you have the mtsforttfoe to lose him, his loM woatd 
he, indeed, irreparable. ^ 

Tbey who betted that our worthy cardinal woold go 
to BoBie, bare certainly won. He reached Lyons two 
diays before the rest o^ the conipaay ; I am perseadc^^d, 
like yoa, tbat this step was necessary, because he has 
taken it» bu4 it will be a difficult matter to make the 
reat of the world believe so* I say the same with ro« 
spect to ^e marriage of M. de la Garde. It is really- 
pleasant to hear the marchioness d'Huxelles* speak as 
cooU}^ of it, as of a friend who has deceived her, and 
played her a trick. 

I commend you exceedingly for returning to yoar eld 
W*y of bathing in your chamber. Should you observe 
a»y of the subjects of my letters out of place, I must 
inform you it is owing to this ; that as I receive one of 
yoQTS on the Saturday, I cannot be easy till I have 
written an answer to it ; on Wednesday morning I re- 
ceive another, so that I frequently resume the topics I 
bad mentioned before; this may make me appear rather 
impertinent, but I have told you the reason. It is now 
more than a fortnight since I answered your letter, re- 
latino to d'Alby. M. de Mende has received it loaded 
with pensions. 

I atn toM the fine lady has been seen agaaa in her 
fine apartment, as usual; and that the secret of her 
mmasmess was a slight fit of anxiety abont ber friend, 
and madame de Soubiae. If there is any thing ia this, 
we shall soon aee the latter wither in her bloom ; thtfre 

• Marie de Bailleul, mother of the late marshal d*Hiizellc8, had 
been the friend of M. de la Garde, with whom she kept a regular epis- 
tikrj correspomdence dttring tet&iA 7<«n> whidi tnnied wholly on die 
aem of the court and the towni 
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is no such thing as forgiveness, CTen far the bare rai&* 
fmtvtne of pleasing. 

. Am to my health, I am perfectly well ; ray complaints 
ha^ entirely left me, and I think the rheumatism has 
now taken its final leave of me. I no longer expose 
myself to the evening dews, and either employ my 
time at home, or take an airing on the hills in my car* 
riage. The moon-light, it must be allowed, is a prodi- 
gious temptation ; but I have hitherto withstood its al- 
lurementa. In short, you may make yourself perfectly 
easy in regard both to my hands and knees. I shall 
have recourse to my ointment, and will take some of 
the good man's powder, as soon as the dog-days are 
over, ft is true, I leave it entirely to you to manage 
we in wha»teTer way yo« think fit, and really believe 
you will be of more service to me than five hundred 
doctors. 

M. Charier tells me, that cardinal de Retz set out 
two days before his colleagues. I am no longer spoken 
to oil this topic ; I am too well known, and have had 
the honour to be treated like one of the d'Hacquevilles; 
hut I can unriddle, for all that, what they would say te 
»e, if they durst. I am sorry your cardinal * does not 
go the aame road with the rest. For my part, I cannot 
get it out of my head, that our cardinal will do some^ 
thmg Tory unexpected and extraordinary ; either resign 
his hat on this occasion, or live a retired life, or be made 
pope ; this last is attended with some difficulty : in 
short, I am of opinion that something will happen out 
of the common way. He has written me two lines from 
Lyons. There is reason to be uneasy about his health } 
and it wiH be a miracle if the heat, the journey, or the 
conclave, do not injure him in this respect. 

* Jerome 4t QomMf vchbirfiop of Aix« 
a2 
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. I was yesterday evening in the aTenue which leads 
to this place, when I saw a coach and six advancing 
.towards us> and who should it contain but the good 
marshal d'Etrees, the canon, the marchioness de Sen- 
neterre, whon\, the abbe de Ja Victoire calls the Mit^ 
and the fat abbe de Pontcarre ! We had a great deal 
of chat, walked, supped, and at last my company set 
.out by the light of my old friend the moon. Madame 
lie Coulanges uses the bath ; Corbinelli has a complaint 
in his eyes; and madame de la Fayette has gi?en over 
taking the air in her coach. For my own part, I em- 
ploy myself in receiving and answering your letters; 
I read, I walk, I feed my imagination with the hopes of 
seeing you ; so that I am not an object of compassion. 
.The abbe de la Vergne seems exceedingly zealous 
about your conversion : I think it not likely to happen 
soon ; at least, if it is like madame de Schomberg'tf. 
Her merit, it must be acknowledged, is very much hu- 
manised, and she has always had abundance for th«se 
of her acquaintance ; this light, so long hid under a 
bushel, now enlightens the whole world ; she is not the 
pnly person on whom change of fortune has wrought 
miracles. We quarrel with honest d'Andilly, for being 
more zealous to save a soul lodged in a fair body, than 
any other. I say the same of the abbe de la Vergne^ 
whose merit and reputation here are greatly increased; 
I think you very fortunate in having him. Does he 
leave Provence ? and is he to return there again ? No- 
rthing can be more amusing than your vision of the 
turtle Sabli^re. She taught her mate the way to her 
heart. She purchased the bed which belonged to the 
deceased, for reasons that you will not be at a loss to 
guess. 

The friend * of madame de Coulanges is still in high 

* Mad»me de Mainteion. 
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favour. If our little friend * is really attached to that 

good country^ it must be owing to the transitory plea^ 

sore she receives in it ; it is impossible she shoald be 

weak enough to be the dupe of that show of friendship 

and afiection they take so much pains to lavish on her* 

I know nothing of madame de Monaco. Every thing 

at the hotel de Grammont is hid under the impenetrable 

discretion of d'Hacqoeville; and, for all that, every 

thing is exactly on the same footing as it was at the 

hotel de Grancey, except the meagreness and languor 

of the prince, which savours so strongly of La Brinvil- 

liers. The abbe de Grignan will inform you of what 

relates to Penautier ; I lose a thousand articles of intel* 

ligence by being here. M. de Coulanges sets out for 

Lyons with madame de Vi liars. I think, when he is 

ouce there^ he ought to be under your government. 

You may at least be perfectly easy with regard to his 

management; you could not possibly have* a better 

pilot. The good abbe has the most perfect regard and 

friendship for you; he frequently drinks your health; 

«nd whea the wine is good, expatiates greatly in your 

praise, and tells me I do not love you sufficiently. 

Adieu, my dearest ; I am in no apprehension of such 

a reproach before God. 

My preceptors in philosophy f have been somewhat 
neglectful of me. La Mousse is gone to Poicton with 
madame de Sansei X* l^he father-prior (of Livri) 
would^ be glad to be instructed too ; it is pity so good 
an intention should be disappointed. We are reading 
in gloomy mood, the little treatise of the Passions (de 
Descartes), and we see how well the nerves of M. de 

* Madame de Coulanges. 

•|> Messieurs de la Mousse and Corbinelli. 

I She was sister to M.,de Coulanges. 
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Luxenboarg^s back have been disposed for a retrecU 
But do you know that a]l c^ a sadden they have left off 
■peaking of Germany at Versailles ? One fine marnin^ 
DO soBie persons asking what news front Germany, not 
of mere concern for their country, they were answered 
^' Why ioqaire about news from Germany ? there ara 
na couriers from thence, none to come, none expected ; 
to what parpase th^i ask for news ?" And there ib 
ended. 



LETTER CCCCXLVm. 

TO THB SAME. 

Vhm, Fridsyi Asigutt dl > 167«« 
I CAME hither this moratng to execute the coarniisaiona 
of M. de la Garde. I alighted at the house of the good 
d'Escars, whom I found in a bilious fever, but full of 
kindness and good-will. The mantua-maker, madamt 
le Moine, was with her, and she was surrounded with 
the finest point, French and Spainsh, in the worki. i 
dined at M. de Meme's ; and at three returned to i 
dame d'Escars ; on entering the court, I met ma 
de Vins and d'Hacqueville, who came very poHteiy to 
tee me. We selected a very beautiful gown and pet*- 
ticoat, some gold and siWer stufiT for a toilet, lace for 
the petticoat and for the toilet, with a great many other 
articles, all of which will be incomparably beautiful : 
but as I ha?e ordered them all in my own name, and 
on very short credit, let me beg yoa not to leave me 
exposed to the uncertainty of the payment of M. de la 
Garde's pensions, but to send me a bill of exchange. 
M. Colbert is a little indisposed ; were you to know the 
use that is made of this pretext, even with regard to 
your pension, you WQuld easily be convinced, that no- 



thing is equal to a biU of exchange; as for ihe poer 

Gourtters» who are accustomed to patience^ they will 

wait the happy moment at the royai treasury., Th» 

handsome abbe * 'i» this moment coming in ; lie 

came to see me on Wednesday at Ltvri^ we had a 

long conversation about your aii^irs. The coadjuior 

certainly ought never to be proposed t* ^^^ as a moat 

proper and worthy p^rson^ without its even cowing to 

light, that he has ever bestirred himself in the least 

about it; since he ought to appear to the world as 

fixed, and satisfied in every respect, with his present 

situation. We would only endeavour to make sure of 

the archbishop (of Arks] ; that is, to dispose him to 

receive such other person, for coadjutor, as might be 

proposed to him: and even this must be transacted 

merely by the con^ssor, it not being within M. de 

Pomppnne's district, who, however, would certainly not 

foil to support it, if occasion offered. But it is believed 

here, that, notwithstanding the report that has been 

current, of M. de Meade's refusal of Alby, he will 

yet accept it; if this be tTue, all our conferences arc in 

vaio. As- for the government, the son is to have tk» 

J'eversion of it, and matame te LtUre will be well enough 

ialbfied with this acknowledgement, on her quitting the 

dress X she has worn so long. We are also told that 

Theobon, whether she has merited this establishmeot 

or not, would be very glad to have it : so you see on 

what this aftair turns. I love the handsome abbe for 

his great zeal in your affairs, and for calling so often t» 

* Tlie abl>^ de Grignan, brother to the coadjutor of Aries. 

t The business in question was the archbishopric rtf Alby, which 
ym thought lo be still vacant, firoin ft report that M.dc Meitde had 
leftased it. 

I She WAS Cftoooess oi PoasMi. 
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cnmuh aboat them with me, who, by the bye, am far 
frofra being such a fool in this respect, I suppose frciti 
the interest 1 take in them, as I am in all other worldly 
matters. 

We spent a very pleasant evening at Livri ; and 
have this day come to a determination with the great 
d'Hacqueville, that all our solicitations are in vain for 
this time, but that we ought not, for ail that, to lose so 
fair an occasion of presenting our request. Madame de 
Vins entreats me to return to-morrow, and to be at 
madame de Villars* between five and six, where she 
will meet me. We may possibly see M. de Pomponne 
in the evening, who will return from Pomponne, whers 
madame de Vins could not go> on account of a law* 
suit« for she is never without one, which is always to 
be determined to-morrow. I musl own I feel myself 
strongly tempted by her proposal; so that, to all ap- 
pearance, I shall put off my departure till Sondayi 
when I propose to hear mass at Livri. They sniel! a 
rat at Quanta's, but no one can tell exactly where : the 
lady whom I mentioned to you has been named ; but 
as the gentry of that country are esteemed deep poli- 
ticians, it is possibly not there either. One thing, how- 
ever, is past all doubt ; the gentleman seems gay, cheer- 
ful, and quite himself; whilst the damsel appears sad, 
confused, and sometimes in tears. I will tell you more 
of this when 1 am able. 

Madame de Maintenon is gone to Maintenon for three 
weeks. The king has sent Le Notre to embellish that 
beautifully ugly place. I have as yet seen nothing of 
the handsome madame de Coulanges, nor of CurbinelU. 
Marshal Schomberg's army is going to succour Maes- 
tricht; though every body thinks the enemy will not 
wait his coming, either because the place is already 
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taken, or that the siege has been raised ; they tire, it 
ae&aas, not stityig enough. My dear, amiable child, 
adieu. 



LETTER CCCCXUX, 

TO THE SAME. 

Livriy Wednesday, August d6, 1676* 

I FANCY you discover that I answer both your letters on 
Wednesdays ; on Fridays, I live at the public charge, or 
at least on my own stock ; that is, I contrive to writer 
now and then, a very poor epistle. I am now expect- 
ing your last letter, and yet am going to attempt to 
answer your other, as well as to inform you of my 
proceedings for several days past. I wrote to you on 
Friday, the abbe de Grignan being then at my elbow; 
I told you madame de Vins and d'Hacqaeville had en- 
treated me to go with them the next day to madame de 
ViHars*, where they said they would meet me. We spent 
two boars there very agreeably ; I staid therefore purely 
oat of my great love and regard for them. I- had, be- 
fore that, been at madame de la Fayette^ for I must 
clear my conscience. La Saint Geran showed us a very 
pretty letter, which you and M. de Grignan had jointly 
written; we admired your economy. After that, I 
went to mademoiselle de Meri's, and Sunday morning 
leturned to this place, after having paid my respects, on 
the two evenings, to madame de Coulanges, and Cor- 
bioelli. The former uses the bath ; she tells me she 
intends to come to me soon, the time must be left to 
her own discretion. You know the pleasure I take ill 
executing your commands, and that I never valu^ my- 
self upon any trifling serrices: I am. even charmed 
with being thought nothing of; a pleasure weacc tmre 

b5 



154 tSTTBItS <IV 

to efijoy, if we lire to he old. Corbinelli »s wrlling to 
come down if I desire him to do so ; and I am resolved 
I never will. In the mean while, the worthy marchion- 
ess d'Huxelles, whom I have loved so many years, 
desired I would not fail to return to partake of a dinner 
she was to give M. de la Rochefoucault, M. and ma- 
dame de Coulanges, madame de la Fayette, &c. I 
thought I discovered, in her manner and voice, w^hat 
was sufficient lo determine me to undergo the fatigue. 
This entertainment happened to be on the Monday, s# 
that, tlM»gh I came back on Sunday, I returned Mor* 
day morning to the marchioness's from this place* Sb« 
gave this dinner at her neighbour Longoeirs *, TIm 
liottse is really very pretty ; nothing could e:seeed %h% 
«fder and regularity of the servants ; so that thf« 
change gave great satisfaction. When the company 
came, I had been there K>me time, scolding at their 
being so late. Instead of M. and madame Coulanges, 
wha could not be there, we had Briole, the abb^ de 
Quince^ and mademoiselle de la Roche foocauU. Tfae 
repast, the cdnversation, every thing deserved the 
ktghbst encomiums : we broke up late. 1 returned to 
madame d'£l3cars', that I might a second time admire 
the beauty of the lace and stuffs ; every thing will be 
▼ery handsome. From thence I went to madame de 
Coulanges's; and was scolded lor having thought of 
returning, JThey would detain me> they knew not why, 
and I returned on Thursday morning, which was yes- 
terday, and had taken a torn in tbe garden^ before the 
folks at Paris had tfae least thought about me. 

* The «ame, no doubt, who, at the beginning of the Fronde, agitated 
{he parliament, of which he was a member. He was brother of the 
"jJvMi^m de MaisOYIs, who biult the beautilul seat which is called by his 
•tMltie, by' means of k trtasurfc wfaidrwas fodnd in l:ds bbose at P^is, 
I sbnre firoa tfai reigo of CbMiik iX. 
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Tiie troubles in Ocrman^r have shifted tbe scene mA 
fMissed into Flanders. The army of naishtl Scboixibeii|r 
18 on its march, and will be, on the twentjr- ninth, in » 
Mtuatioa to relieve Maestricht. Bui what afflicts us 90 
f^ood Frenchwomen, and, at the same tinie, consolos w 
as being interested in the affair, Ib, that it is gcaeraiif 
beliered, they will come too late, let them use what di» 
ligence they may. Oalvo has not men suiEcieBt to m^ 
lieve the guard :*the enemy will make a last eflbrt, and 
the more so, as ii is believed, beyond all doubt, thflt 
Villa Hermosa* has entered the lines, and is to join tiw 
prince of Orange, in order to give a general assault c 
this is the hope I found at Paris, and of which I h%^ 
told you as much as it was possible for roe to do, that 
I might compose myself for taking M. de Lorme^a 
powders, as we are now got out of these dog-dayff^ 
•which it seems have made the usual demands ; can this 
be what they call the dog*days i The little queens of 
Paris say, that Marphorio asks Pasqain, how it happens 
that Philipsburg and Maestricht. should both be takett 
in one year ; and that Pasquin answers, that it is be* 
cause M. du Turenne is at St. Denis, and the prince at 
Chantilli. 

Corbinelli will answer your questions, with regard to 
the size of the moon, and the causes of the sensations 
of bitter and sweet. He has convinced me as to the 
dimensions of the moon ; but I do not understand tho 
sensations of the palate quite so well. He says, what* 
ever doe;s not seem sweet to us is bitter : I know there 
are no such things as sweet and bitter ; but I make use 
of the expression, by which we call things abusively 
or improperly sweet and bitter, that I may make my*- 

• Governor of the Spanish Netherlander and genenl of the forcei of 
ibitGXowa* 
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■elf understood by the ignorant and tbe vulgar. He 
Mas promised to enlighten me, upon this subject, when 
he comes. Nothing can be better than what 70a tell 
him in order to prevent my going out during the damps 
^f the evening : I assure you, my child, I never ven- 
ture abroad at that time ; the. very thought of contri- 
buting to your satisfaction, would be sufficient to work 
this mkacle : besides^ J have a mortal apprehension of 
felapsing again into my rheumatism. I resist the 
' charms of that seducing enchantress, the moon, with a 
constancy and firmness worthy the highest panegyric : 
after such an effort as this, who will pretend to doubt 
my virtue, or, to speak with more propriety, -my timid- 
ity ? I have seen madame de Schomberg ; she loves 
and esteems you as it were in anticipation, so that you 
will find the ice already broken. The abbe de la 
Vergne writes to her of you in high terms of praise, 
and she has spoken to me, in th^ same favourable man- 
ner, of him; there is not a person in the world for 
whom she has so great a regard ; in short, he is her 
father, her best and truest friend; she relates a thou- 
sand good things of him, and it is an endless subject 
when once she gets upon it. She sees plainly that. he 
rei^cts yoU| and is desirous of acquiring your esteem ; 
he has exquisite taste : she is sure you must like his 
ease and sweetness of temper, and thinks he has an un- 
doubted right to make a convert of you, since you are 
persuaded that what he proposes is for your good. Had 
she been equally persuaded of the expediency of what 
he intended for herself, the business had been as good 
as done. You see, by our conversation, we do not reckon 
much on what comes from above. 1 desire you will 
talk to me of this abbe, and let me know how long you 
have had him with you. 

It is imagined ^uanto is wholly reinstated in her fe» 
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licity : it is for want of a sul))ect of conversation, that 
we are told of so many revolutions. Madame de Main- 
tenon continues still at Maintenon with Barillon and 
the Tourte*; she has desired some other persons to 
join her there, but the man, who, you once said, wished 
to set your mind upon the trot, and who is a deserter 
from that court, answered with great pleasantry, " that, 
at present, there was no lodging-room for friends ; that 
what there was, was only fit for lacqueys/' You see 
what an accusation is brought against this good head ! 
and who is to be trusted after this ? The favour in which 
she is, it must be allowed, is extreme, and it is certain 
that Skianto's friend speaks of her as of the principal, 
or at least as the second -best« friend he has in the world. 
He has sent her a famous architect (Le Notre), who is 
to improve her house admirably. It is ^aid that the 
prince is to go there too^ I suppose this was deter- 
mined on yesterday at madame de Montespan's : they 
are to travel post, without sleeping there at all. I re- 
^ turn you a thousand thanks for your excellent account 
«f a reconciliation, in which I take so much interest, 
and which I desired exceedingly, both for the conso- 
lation of the father, and to say the truth, ^or the honour 
of the son, that I might be at liberty to esteem him 
thoroughly. If the spectators were of my opinion, I 
congratulate them on the pleasure they must have ex- 
perienced. 

Your letter is just arrived in time for me to finish 
this. The prospect you give me of removing the horrors 
of a separation, is delightful indeed ; nothing can have 
happier consequences with respect to my health, than 
this hope. The best beginning will be, to arrive ; you 
will find me quite a different creature from what yoo 

* See the letter of August 21. 
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BXpect; my poor knees, and the hands which hare 
given you so much uneasiness, will certainly be per-' 
fectly cured by that time. In short, my present deli- 
cacy would be esteemed perfect vulgarity in another, 
so superabundantly was I provided with that noble 
quality, robust health. As for Vichi, I make not the 
least doubt of returning thither this summer. Veson 
told me to-day, he wished it were this instant ; but de 
liOrme tells me, I ought to bp very careful how I ven- 
ture on such a step at this season: Boardelot says 
plainly, it is certain death, and that I forget my rheu- 
matism took its rise from extreme heat. I love to con- 
sult these grave folks, merely that I may have the 
pleasure of laughing at them ; can any thing be more 
ridiculous than this contrariety of opinions? The Je- 
suits were certainly In the right in advancing, that 
there were grave authors who maintained every pro- 
bable opinion : you see then I am at liberty to follow 
that I like best. My handsome physician of Chelles is 
now with me: I assure you he knows full as much, 
perhaps more, than any of them. I know you wiM 
rail at this encomium; but could you see how mudi 
care he has taken of me for these two or three days^ 
and how finely he has checked the beginning of a dis* 
order I thought I had entirely got rid of, and which I 
renewed at Paris, you could not help loving him ex- 
ceedingly. In a word, I am perfectly recovered, aa4 
«m under no necessity at all of being bled; I shall 
adhere strictly to his prescriptions, and afterwards take 
some of my old good man's powders. He thinks, from 
my present habit of body, that I shall not entirely be 
free from these returns for these three years. They 
wanted to keep me at Paris ; if I had not walked a 
great deal, I should not have been so well as I am. I 
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conjure yoa, ray child, to make yourself perfectly easy 
opoii my acc«»nt, and to think of affording me re- 
alities, after having fed me so long with flattering hopes 
only. 

I received a note from our cardinal at Lyons, and 

afterwards «ne from him at Turin. He tells me bis 

health is much better than he could have expected^ 

after so much fatigue. He seems so well pleased with 

M. de Villars, that he is gone to visit him at his villa. 

You know they are not to see the duke (of Savoy), as 

they are to put him on a footing with the other Italian 

princes, to whom they never give the lead ; and that 

duke is determined to behave exactly in the same 

maniieir with the prince ; that is to say, every one is to 

do the honours after the manner of his own country. 

Do you not admire the rank and quality of those car* 

dinals ? I am astonished ours has not written to you 

from Lyons ; it was so natural. 

Pray think seriously about the ill growth of your 
son ; it is of sufficient importance to induce you to 
have a cdnsultation. Things go on perfectly to our 
wishes with the coadjutor : but if there is a place in 
the universe to recover him after his fatigue, it is cer- 
tainly in this country. As for that German, I am well 
Hifopmed that the abbe de Grignan has no thoughts of 
equipping him tiH your return; this would not be 
worth the trouble it would cost, after waiting so very 
k>ng. What has happened to you is really a little mi- 
racle ; your embarrassment made us smile, to think you 
could not find out whether he is master of the delicacies 
t>f the German language, or whether you confound the 
Swiss with it. We think you will never be able to at- 
tain this nicety : yen will undoubtedly confound the 
one with the other, and think the pigeon talks like a 
^wiss instead of Bpeakinjg German. You divert us so 
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much about Flanders and Germany^ that with respect 
to the tranquillity of the one^ and the confasion that 
prevails in the other, all we are able to say, is. Let eacli 
take its turn. Farewell^ my dear and lovely child, X 
admire your pretly excuses about your saying^ so much 
of your son ; I may ask your pardon, with equal justice^ 
for talking to you so much about mine. The baroa 
writes me word, that he thinks they shall not be able 
to reach the end of their journey in time> let them < 
make what haste they will ; I pray God what he says 
may prove true ; I ask my country's pardon for saying 
so. You telL me nothing of the said deponent ^ ; it is 
an infallible proof he has nothing more to say ; will 
he never pronounce the long wished for yes? it is a 
beautiful word. - 1 beseech him always to love me a 
little. 



LETTER CCCCL. 

TO THE SAME. * 

Livri, Fridajy August 2S, 1676. 

I ASK my dear country's pardon for it, but I sincerely 
wish M. de Schomberg may never be able. to eome te 
action; his cool blood, and his manner so different from 
M.de Luxembourg's, make me apprehensive of conse- 
quences, as different as their characters. I have this 
moment been writing a note to madame de Schomberg, 
to know what news there is from him. I discovered 
this lady's high and transcendent merit a long time ago ; 
and I do not find it lessened since she has become a 
general's lady. She loves Corbinelli passionately; her 
mind had never turned to any kind of science, so thai 

• M. de la Ganle. 
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tfee novelty she finds in this conversation, will increase 
the charm of it. They say madame de Coulanges will 
come here to-morrow with him: 1 shall be heartily 
glad of it, since it is to their love for me I shall owe 
this visit. I have desired d'Hacqueville to inform me 
of what 1 want to know respecting M. de Pomponne ; 
and have written, for the twentieth time, I believe, to 
that little stammerer de Parere. I am sure he will give 
3^u just the answer he will write to me, and will 
besides tell you, that M. de Mende has accepted the 
bishopric of Alby, notwithstanding the reports that have 
prevailed to the contrary. 1 am, moreover, reading the 
emblems of the holy Scriptures *, which begin from 
Adam. I have begun with the creation of the world, 
^hich you are so fond of, and shall end with the death 
of oTir SciTioar, which you know is an admirable series. 
We find in it every circumstance, though related con* 
cisely ; the style is fine ; it is done by an eminent 
hand : the history is intersperted throughout with ex- 
teilent reflections, taken from the fathers, and hi very 
entertaining. For my own part, I go much further 
than the Jesuits; and when I see the reproaches of in- 
gratitude, and the dreadful punishments with which 
God afflicted his people, I cannot help concluding, that 
we, who are freed from the yoke to which they were 
subjected, are, in consequence, highly culpable, and 
justly deserve those scourges of fire and water, which 
the Almighty employs when he thinks fit. The Jesuits 
do not say enoi^gh on this subject, and others give cause 
to murmur against the justice of the Deity, in weaken- 
ing the supports of our spiritual liberty, as they do, 

• Histoiy of the Old and New Testament, by M. de Saci, sieur do 
Royauraont. He composed this book in the Bastile. It is, they say, 
filled with allusions to the vicissitudes of Jansenism in that age. M. 
de Saci was president of the nuns at Port-Uoyal. 
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•You &ee what fruit I derive from my reading. I fancy 
my con&ssor will enjoin me to read the philosophy of 
Descartes. 

I suppose madame de Rochebonne is now with yoti, 
and I present my respecu to her. Is she glad to find 
Jierseif in the house of her forefathers ? Do they at 
the chapter* pay their respects to her as they ought? 
Is she delighted with the sight of her nephews ? And 
is it true that Paulina f goes by the name of mademoi- 
selle de Mazargues ? I should be angry with myself if 
wanting in the respect due to her condition. And pray, 
is the little el^ht months' child likely to live a century? 
I am so often at Grignan, that I sometimes fancy you 
must see me amongst you. Oh 1 how charming would 
it be> could we transport ourselves in an instant^ to the 
places where we are present ki imaginatiMa! Here 
comes my handsome physician {, who finds me in ex* 
cellent healths and is proud of my iiaving obeyed hia 
orders for two or three days. The weather is cool, 
which might determine me to take my good man'f 
powders : 1 will let you know on Wednesday. I hQp% 
those who are at Paris, have sent you all the news ; I 
kuow none^ as you see ; my letter savours of the soli* 
tude of this forest, but it is a solitude in which you are 
{perfectly adored. 

* The coUcgiftte church of GrignBn, 

^ Paulina Adhemar de Monteil de Grignan, gi^nd>daughrer of ma? 
dame de S^vign^, wlio was then three years old. She niarriedy in I6959 
Louis de Semiane, marquis d'Esparron, the king's lieutenant-general ia 
Provence after die death of M. de Grignan his fathcr-tn-law.: 

I Amoaio. 
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LETTER CCCCU. 

TO THE SAME. 

Uvri, WedoMday^ S<pt.)> 167fS. 

M. JO'HAcauEViLLfi and madame de Viws have slept here; 
they came^ like good creatures as they were, to sec us 
yesterday; they are excellent connpanions; you know 
•how well we aU agree together. Brancas is come too» 
to dream a while with his sylph *. He and I, however, 
had a long talk about you; we admired your conduct, 
and the honour you have done him f. But what we 
•11 admired, was the good fortune of the king, who> 
tMwhhstanding the ineffectual, but too necessary men* 
«ire« M. d« 8diomberg was obliged to follow in his 
tnarcb, for the i^lief of Maestncht, is informed that 
the mere approach of his troops has raised the siege. 
The en^my did not dare to risk an engagement : the 
prince of Orange, who was sorry to abandon an enter- 
prise that had given him so much trouble, was for ven- 
turing all ; bat Villa Hermosa thought he ought not to 
hazard his troops, so that they have not only raised the 
siege, but even abandoned their ammunition and their 
cannon ; in short, there is every mark of a precipitate 
retreat. It is the most fortunate thing in the world to 
hate to do with confederate forces, for we reap every 
sort of advantage from them ; but the surest way is, to 
wish for whatever the king wishes; and then we are 
sure to have our wishes fulfilled. I was in great unea- 
siiiess ; I had sent to madame de Schoraberg's, to ma ^ 

* Madame de Coulanges. 

f l\e count de Brancas had been the negotiator of the marriage 
between nwdemoMeUe 4e S6f\ga& and M. de Grigtna. 
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dame de St. Geran's, to d'HacqueviUe's> when 1 was in- 
formed of all these miracles. The king was not free 
from apprehension any more than we were. M. de 
LouYois made the utmost haste to acquaint his majesty 
with the news of this good fortune ; the abbe de Calvo 
was with him ; the king embraced him in transports of 
joy, and gave him an abbey worth twelve hundred livreit 
a year, a pension of twenty thousand litres, with the 
government of Aire to his brother, and a world of 
praises, of more value than all the rest. In this man- 
ner has the mighty siege of Maestricht been raised^ 
and Pasquin proves to be a mere blockhead. 

Young Nangis is to marry little Rochefort ; a very 
sad match. The. marechale is still very much afflicted* 
IB very ill health, and very much altered; she has 
c!aten no meat since the death ol her husband ; I shall 
try to persuade her to continue this abstinence '*^. 1 
have much talk with the good d'Hacqueville and ma« 
dame de Vinti who neemt to hate the greatest friend- 
ship for you imaginable ; ihii» you will say, is no newa; 
but it is always agreeable to learn that distance makes no 
alteration in the minds of our friends. We anticipate 
the pleasure of seeing you next month ; for it is novr 
September, and we know the next to that is October, 
I have taken some of my good man's powder; thU 
grand remedy, which frightens all the world, is a trifle 
to me, and really works inirades on me. I had my 
handsome physician with me, which was no small com- 
fort; he never spoke but in Italian, and told me a 
thousand diverting stories during the operation. It is 
he who advised my dipping my hands in the wine-tubs 
in the vintage; after that to use the stomach of an ox; 

* Tills is a mere jest, which turns upon madnnQe de Grignan's wish- 
ing, for the honour oF her sex, that grief should be lively and lasting. 
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and lastly^ if there be occasion for it, the marrow of a 
deer> with Hungary-water. In short, I am determined 
not to wait till the return of winter ; I am resolved to 
be cured, and well, before the fine season is entirely 
over. You see I am very careful of my health, and as 
I consider it as belonging to you, I do not see how I*^ 
can do otherwise. 



MADAME DE COULANGES CONTINUES. 

Be ingenuous, madam, and tell me whether you do nofe 
allow that I have just cause of complaint against you* 
I wrote to you from Lyons, never from Paris, and I now 
write to you from Livri. What shows I am in the 
right, is, that you take all in very good part: had 
you done me the favour to have reproached me for it, 
I should have been rejoiced, as I should then have 
seemed of some consequence to the world ; but it is 
beneath you to find fault with such a poor mortal as I 
am. We lead here a very quiet and harmless kind of 
life : I beg you would exhort madame de Sevi gue to 
take care of her health ; you know she refuses you no- 
thing; she never goes out during the evening dews; 
her only comfort is, the hopes of seeing you here again ; 
for my own part, I desire it with an eagerness to which 
I have no pretensions. You are so well informed al- 
ready with respect to news, that I shall not take up 
your time, with giving you any. The king is so happy, 
that I cannot see how it is possible for him to form a 
wish to be more so. Adieu, madam, you are expected 
with an impatience you deserve ; this I may say with- 
out even the suspicion of exaggerating. Barillon finds 
no society worthy of his attention, when you are in 
Provence, except the abbe de la Trappe'i. But you 



iOO LETTEM dr 

mmt \tni an attentWe ear to M. de Brancas, wiio is 
going to hold fortk to you. 

FROM M. DE BRANCAS. 

It is ini{K)flnbla for mo to be at Livri without tbiiriEtfig 
of tnademoisMIe de Sevigne^ or without reflecting, tint 
if I have laboured to make M. de Grignan happy *, it 
has been to my own cost, ainee I sufier as much as man 
can doy from your long absence. Madame de Coa- 
laoges would fain make us believe, that there are some 
persons in the world who have reason to regret it stilt 
more ; I have no desire to enter intd a detail of her ar- 
guments, and will rest satisfied with assuring you, that 
you ought to return as quickly as possible, if you love 
your mother, madame de Sevigne, who will certainly 
take no care of her health, tin you have set her heart 
8t ease. I have received, with pleasure and respect, 
your congratulations on the delivery of my daughter f. 
BelieTe me, madam, it is impossible to honour vou 
more affectionately than I do. 

MAOAME DE SEVIGNE CONTINUES. 

I AM afraid madame de Coulanges will go to Lyons 
sooner than she thinks, or than she wishes ; her mother 
is dying. I shall ask you soon, how you intend to 
trarel to. Lyons, and from thence to Paris. Ton know 
what you are to find at Briare. 

You af e perfectly right, to lay aside your apprehen- 
sions on account of Maestricht and Philipsburg: you 

• %S«« tbe note f , page 163. 

t The pgiscQtt dfHaMowrt^ See the Letter ^f Augivt la, 
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will be aitonished Co find how well every thing has 
gone, and bow much to our wishes. I regret the eva« 
euation of bike that took place when we were upon tb» 
eye of a battle. Your sentiments are all worthy of a 
Roman matron ; yon are besides the finest woman in 
France ; you see your credit does not siij^k among us. 
CofbinelH has been here these two days ;|he eame back 
in haste to see I he grands-master, who i^ since retavned- 
from Alby. I have a notion Vardes f - contrives to &o^ 
very well without Corbinelli, but he is' satisfied with his 
coBtinoing here in quality of hts resident. It is he who 
keeps up the peace between madame de Nicola'i f Mtd 
her son-in-law ; it is he who presides in all the project* 
formed for the Iktle good lady X ' nothing is done with- 
out CorbinelH ; Corbinellt is the soul which moves all 
the springs of action. He spends, however, very little 
at Vafdes, for be is virtuous, discreet, and philosophical. 
Besides, GorbinelH had rather be here, Sti aceetmt of 
his infirm state of health, than in Languedoc ; this I 
take to be the grand secret of his long stay at Paris. 

Madame de Soubise's vision has vanished more 
quickly than lightning ; matters are now entirely made 
up. I told you that, the other day at play, Huanto 
leaned her head very familiarly on her friend^s shoulder, 
as much as to say, " I am now happier than ever.'' 
Madame Maintenon is returned to her own habitation ; 
it is impossible to express the high degree of favour 
she is in : it is said, M. de Luxembourg, by his late con- 
duct, intended to put the finishing stroke to M. de Tu* 
renne's funeral panegyric. They praise M. de Schom- 

* SvBD(ol»-BieD4 dn Bee, msrqnis de Vaidcs, Iwiiisbed iato LhI'« 
(ucdoc, on gccOHnt of some couit4ntngue8. 

t Marie-Amelot, mother-in-law to M, de Vardes. 

t Marie-Efizabeth' du Bee, xoarried la 1678 to Lewis de Bohan 
Cbbot, dobe 4e Robau. 
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berg lavishly : they give him credit for a victory » sup- 
posing him to have fought a battle, so that he reaps the 
aame honour almost as if he had really beaten the 
enemy. The good opinion of the public for this officer, 
is founded upon so many battles he has won, that we 
cannot help thinking he would have won this also, had 
he fought : the prince places no one on a level i^ith 
him, in his esteem. With regard to my health, my 
dear child, it is as good as you could wish ; and when 
Brancas told you I take no care of it, it is because he 
bas wanted me to begin dipping my hands in the vin- 
tage ever since July ; but I am certainly going to use 
all the cures I told you of, that I may be beforehand 
with the winter. I shall go for a moment to Paris to 
see M. de la Garde's casket. I have seen it in separate 
pieces, but I want to see the whole together. Adieu, 
my lovely ; my company are extremely uneasy at my 
absence. I will, therefore, close this packet. 

LETTER CCCCLII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, at madame d'Escars', 
Friday, Sept. 4, 1676. 

I DINED at Livri, and came here at two o'clock: and 
am now surrounded with all our fine dresses ; the linen 
appears to me perfectly beautiful and well chosen : in 
short, I am satisfied with every article, and doubt not, 
but it will give you as much satisfaction as it has me: 
our stuffs have succeeded as well as heart could wish. 
To say the truth, they have cost me abundance of pains : 
I am exactly in the situation of Moliere's physician^ 
who wipes his brow as if he had performed a miracle 
in restoring speech to a girl who had never been dumb. 



MADAME Dl^ SETfGNE. l69 

Vet for all that^ we cannot sufficiently tfaaiak the good 
d^Escars ; she was really very ill, and yet^took infinite 
pains in the ^Eecution of this commission: I could not 
think of letting so many fine things go, withont first 
taking a parting glance at them. • I am ^ow writing to 
you, and wilhoat haying seen a sonl, return to Liyri to 
sup with madame de Coulanges and ihewarihy; I shall 
be there at seven : can any thing be more charming 
than tlus proximity ? I have just received a note from' 
d'Hacqueyille, who thinks me at Livri : he will, needs 
have me go to Vicfai ; but I fear I should overheat my* 
sell; suid besides, I have not the least occasion for such 
a journey. I am going to set about curing my hands 
with the greatest calmness imaginable, during this vin* 
tage ; I take these marks of his friendship in extreme 
good part, as I certainly ought, but will not, for all that, 
implicitly obey him : I have grave characters not a f^w 
on my side of the question ; and what is a more power- 
ful argument with me still, I find myself in perfect 
health. . 

Quanto has not been once at the dramatical represen* 
tations, nor at the card-tables more than once. This 
wants explaining. Every lady is a beauty; bnt this is 
the language of courtiers : the beauty of beauties, , 
however, is gay, which is a good sign. Madame de 
Maintenon is returned; she promises madame de Cou- 
langes to take a journey purely on her account ; a pros- 
pect which I assure you is far from turning her brain, 
whatever it might produce in others : she expects her, 
with all the calmness in the world, at Livri : nothing 
can be more obliging than she is to me. Marshal 
d' Albert is dying. D'Hacqueville will inform you of 
the gazette news, and of the great quantity of cannon 
and ammunition we have taken. 
The mite (madame de Senneterre) is without her 

VOL. IV. I 
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ijing^-ddf e> «fc least ihrt of the finest img. Do yoo not 
tMsk she is a fool for her pains ? is tlw a way to bfing 
customers ? M. de MarsiUac is gone tx> 6o»rv^le and 
to Poktoa ; M. de Bock oiaac anU is going af\er them, 
though it is a jaMSt of a Moiith at the lowest catnfmta- 
tiea. But, my dear, it is high time fer yoa to begin 
piking of your own journey : are yoa not stiti disposed 
to set out on your part, as soon as yeur husband is 
wilHog on his ? This forwardness is not only convenient 
to yoo, but inexpressibly satisfactory to me. I approve 
of your bathing extremely, it will jprevent you^fVem 
being puWensed; invigorate 3rofurBelf therefore, and 
bring us as much good health as you possibly can. 

LETTER CCCCLUL 

TO THE SAME. 

PsrLs, TaftMky evening, Sept. 8, 1676. 
I SLEEP at Paris, my dear child. I came here this 
morning to dine with madame de Villars, and to take 
my leave of her ; it is no longer a thing to jest about, 
she goes away in good earnest on Thursday; and 
though she is very desirous to hear the three pretty 
words you have to say to her, she will not wait for yoa. 
She will not even wait the disposal of the lieuteh^cy 
of Languedoc, though common report says, she has so 
great an interest in it. - She is going in quest of her 
husband, and is to personate him at a foreign court. 
Madame de Saint Geran ^ seems overwhelmed with 
grief at this separation ; she stays behind with no at- 
tendant, but her virtue> and no support, but her good 

* Fran9oi8e-MadeleiAe-Claude de Wariguies, covnttss of Satut 
Gertn. 
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name. Half the warM thiwka tt Avill not be difficmli t9 
comfort her; for my part» I thiok she regrets sinoereljr 
the loss of so 8weec and so agreeable a cempanioD; 
Madame de ViHars orders me to make you a tbousand 
compliments : I regret this family exceedingly* M»* 
dame de Coulanges was with me ; she will return to 
Lifri as soon as she has been at Ch&ville, where she 
has business. I am not in the least uneasy at her stay 
at lAvri, complaisance has no pretensions to any shavo 
in it; she is in raptures wiUi the place, and is the moat 
agreeable companion in the nniyerae. You may well 
imagine we pass but few dull moments. Corbinelli it 
often with os; so are Brancas and Coulanges, besides a 
world of comers and goers. Whom should we meet 
the other day at the end of the little bridge, but the 
abb^ de Grignan and the abb6 de St. Lac ! I return to 
my forest to-morrow morning early. Corbinelli thinks 
my little physician a very great adept : the good man's 
powders have done me much good ; I am going to take 
a small pill every moroing for some days, in order to 
remove the serosities which gathered last year in my 
poor body, for which they are a sovereign specific: 
afterwards I shall bathe my hands in the vintage, witb« 
out intermission, till they are perfectly atred, or till 
they tell me they are resolved never to be cured* In 
other respects, I am in perfect health, and my excur* 
lions to Paris are rather an amusement than a fatigue 
to me. I take care never to expose myself to the night 
dews ; and as for her ladyship^ the moon, I shut my 
eyes as often as I pass by the garden, in order to e3C- 
clude the temptation del denicnio (of the demon }• In a 
word, you have thoroughly convinced me that my 
health is one of your chief concerns; this thought 
makes me particularly careful to manage it as a thing 
yoa hold dear, and for which I am responsible to yoa : 

i2 
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you may be assured I shall give you a very good ac- 
count of it. My son informs me that the brothers de 
Ripert have performed prodigies of valour in the de- 
fence of Maestricht; I congratulate the dean> as well 
as M. de Ripertj upon this occasion. 

Wednesday momlDg. 
I have not slept well, but I am in good health, and 
am returning to my forest in the hope and impatience 
of seeing you ; these are the two standing topics^ you 
know, of my letters, or rather, of my reveries ; for I 
am sensible I ought to keep this in a great measure 
to myself, and not trouble others with the subject of 
my musings. 



LETTER CCCCLIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Ldvri, Friday, Sept. 11, 16 76. . 
You are extremely witty, on the subject of our coadju- 
tor. It seems you have resumed the liberties we took 
the year I was at Grignan ; how we roasted him on the 
stones M. de Grignan told, that the coadjutor might go 
boldly any where without fear of the gabelle ! I do 
not think there ever was a person of a happier turn for 
raillery than he is, not even M. de V***, who, if we 
may believe madame Cornuel f, has placed a good por- 
ter at his door ; that is, given his wife a sad disorder. 
The other day a very decrepit frightful old woman pre- 
sented herself before the king at dinner. The prince 
pushed her back, and asked her what she wanted : 
'* Sir," said she, " 1 would fain have prayed his ma- 

f Madame Cornuel Vras famoas for her bon-mots. 
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jesty to have obtained leave for mp to speak with M. 
(Je Louvoji.*' The king said to her, " Apply to M. de 
Rheims ; he can do it much better than I can ♦." Every 
one present was delighted with this answer. Nan- 
teuil t, on the other hand, begged his majesty would 
be pleased to command M. de Calvo to sit for his pic- 
ture. He is forming a cabinet, in which it seems he 
intends to give him a place. Every thing you foresaw 
with respect to Maestricht, has happened like the ac* 
complishment of a prophecy. The king gave M. de 
Roquelaare yesterday the government of Guyenae: 
this is long expectation well recompensed at last. 

It is the general opinion that ihtanto's star begins to 
wane. There is nothing now but tears, vexations, dis- 
appointments, and affected gaiety ; in short, my child, 
every thing has an end. Every one is now upon the 
watch, observing, conjecturing, divining ; and faces are 
thought to shine like stars of the first magnitude, that, 
bat a month ago, were deemed unworthy to be com- 
pared with some others : but the cards g6 merrily on» 
whilst the fair one confines herself to her own apart- 
ment. Some tremble with fear, others laugh ; some 
wish the continuance of things on their present footing, 
others long for a new scene ; in short, this is a crisis 
worthy of attention ; at least if we may give credit to 
those who affect to be the deepest in the secret. Little 
Rochefort X is to be married immediately to her cousin 
de Nangis ; she is twelve years old. If she has a child 
soon, the chancellor's lady may say, ^* Daughter, go 
tell your daughter, that her daughter's daughter is cry- 

* Tliere is another account of this anecdote. It is said, that it was 
tn Qdadiune Pufr^noi, tlie minister's mistress, that the king sent this 
old woman ; which was more humorous, though less delicate. 

f Famous for portraits in pastel, and a celebrated engraver. 

♦ <$h€ wa« groat-grand-daugljter of the chancellor de Seguier's lady. 



I74f LETTBaS OP 

iog/' Madame de Rocfaefort * fats taken refuge in a 
oonfent while this match ia makii^y and appears still 
inconsolable. 

You know I returned here on Wednesday morning : 
I am delighted to be alone ; I walk oot, I amuse my- 
self with reading and wori^ and I go to church ; in 
short, J ask pardon of the company I expect^ bat I 
own, I do wondrous well without them. My abbe re- 
mained at Paris, that he might talk to your abbe, and 
desire him to give M. Colbert the letter M. de Grignan 
wrote him before he set out. Had the abb^ T^tu been 
here> I should haye been glad of his company in the 
absence of the abb^ de Grignan, but he, it seems, is in 
Touraine : it is true, he likes there riiould be neither 
master nor companion in the families he honomrs wkh 
his friendship. Yet can you think it possible be should 
have one or other at our little friend's f ^ I tell him 
every day, that hn regard for her must needs be very 
great, since he makes her gwallow makes both summer and 
winter ; for, in my opinion, the dog-days are as dis« 
agreeable as the carnival : thus, the whole year is but 
one continued penance. They pretend to say that the 
friends jriend X is no longer what she has been; so 
that we must not calculate upon a strong head, since it 
eouid not support the hurricane of this good country. 
Yours is a wonderful one indeed to endure your north- 
east winds with so much patience, and even good hu- 
mour. When yeu are in good spirits, which I can ea- 
sily discover by your letters, 1 share your cheerfulness : 
you are apprehensive you sometimes say silly things to 
me ; good heavens ! it is I who should make that com- 

* Madeleine de Laval-Bois-DauphiB, widow of manhal de Rocbe- 
ibrt, who £ed 32d May, 1676. 

t Msdame dc Coulaiigei. % Madme de Mahitenoo. 
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plaint;, who am ccmetantly conunktiDg the fadiH, mi4 
M^ «<«ight t» blush ftt it» ivhen I think how much tmy 
yoars stirpaa& yoats, and bow ameh yoonger I am iA 
noderstandtng^* It U true, I shonld n&mf have suspected 
yoa of caHiag La Garde your ace 4if keaine$; it was a 
charouBg ismcy ; but it almost kills me to tbiak that> 
after all, it may be a sort of presage of his b^ng soott 
calLed by that f>ka8tiig title, bon jeu, km ixrgmt* I 
hope you will ac(|uaiat me with all the pairticulars of 
that long-expected uiedding* I am astonished he should 
have retained this whim so long in his head : it is a 
strange prospect for one, who could have done so well 
without it. When you mention any follies of this kind, 
I fancy you are thinking of me. We laughed very 
heartily at Grignan. You give me an excellent picture 
of La Vergne ; I long to see him ; I have scarcely 
ever heavd so m^ay praises of one man. Did I inform 
yoiilhat.Fenaiiti«r tates the air sesaetimea in his pri-» 
80ft ? Be 4668 all his relations and frieads^ and passes 
his tii»e i& wondering at the if\juslice of the world : wa 
wonder at it as much as he can do. 

Madame d« Coalanges M»forms me, she is grieved 
that she caooet retorn for these lour or five days ; that 
she is obliged to go about an intendancy, which she 
bears is vacant , that she is to wait on the king, and 
what is worse, on M. Colbert ; I advised her to desire 
the kingf. as the old woman did, to procure her an au- 
dience of M. Colbert ; I told her, at the same ttm^ to 
make use of her eyes and ear% when she is in. that part 
of the world, and to be sure not td lose the use of her 
tongue, when she comes here. She informs me» ^ the 
rest do, that madame de Soubise is set out for Lorges ; 
this journey does great honour to her virtue. It is said 
there has been a thorough reconciliation, perhaps too 
good a one. Marshal d' Albert has left madsme da 
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Rohan a hundred thoosand Uvres, this methinks saCTOon 
strongly of restitution. My son tells me, that the ene- 
my were for a considerable while very near us ; that 
on M. de Schomberg*s approach, they retired ; that on 
his nearer approach they retired still farther : in short, 
that they are now at the distance of six leagues, and 
will be soon at the distance of twelve ; never was there 
so good-natured an enemy, / lope them dearly ; a pretty 
way of abusing words truly ; for I have no other way 
of telling you I love you, but that I make use of for th« 
allies. 



LETTER CCCCLV. 

TO THE SAME. 

livri, Wedneiday, Sept 16, 1676* 
What are yon thinking of, my dear child, or what «an 
-you imagine, by saying you are uneasy at my taking 
my honest man's powders ? They have realty been of 
infinite service to me ; and in four hours after I have 
taken them, I feel no inconvenience from them. This 
dreadful remedy, which has so terrified the rest of the 
world, is grown so tame and so gentle with me, and we 
have become so well acquainted in Britany, that we are 
continually exchanging new proofs of mutual confidence 
and esteem ; the powder by its good effects, and I by 
words ; but all is founded on gratitude. Be not uneasy 
respecting my stay at Livri ; I find myself in perfect 
health ; I live as I like, walk a great deal, reaid, have 
no sort of employment, and without setting up for one 
who loves to be an idler, nobody can possibly be fonder 
of the /or rdente (doing nothing) of the Italians than I 
am. I should never have been prevailed upon to quit 
this place for Paris, were it not for reasons which seem 
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to me superior to inclination : and could I dispense with 
these without remorse I should travel as slowly as ma- 
dame de la Fayette herself. I never expose myself to 
the evening air, and sufier madamede Coulanges to 
walk by herself; Corbinelli stays at home very cheer- 
fully to entertain me ; for you must know he is much 
more delicate than I am. Amonio makes me take a pill 
that is highly recommended, and a decoction of betony, 
every morning ; it clears the head delightfully, and is 
the very thing I wanted : I shall continue it for a week, 
and then for the vintage. In short, I think of nothing 
but my health : this is what is called eating sugar with 
sweetmeats. Pray, therefore, be not uneasy upon my 
account, and think only of administering the sovereign, 
and indeed the last, remedy you promised me, your de- 
lightful company. Every body is dying at the Rocks, 
and at Vitri, of a dysentery and purple fever. Two of 
my workmen have lost their lives by it ; I trembled for 
Pilois : the millers, the farmers, every body, has been 
attacked by these dreadful disorders. As you are above 
the wind, I hope you will escape these thick fogs; we 
are all well here ; your notion of this place is not a just 
one. La Mousse is at Poitou, with madame de Sanzei. 
It is true, he and Corbinelli are too much alike to amuse 
the spectators. Corbinelli thinks you as great a philo- 
sopher's father Malebranche himself: you may hum- 
ble yourself as you please, you will be exalted in spite 
of yourself. J am now reading the little marquis's 
book ; I have likewise M. d'Andilli's, which is admir- 
able, the English Schism *, which amuses me highly ; 
and more than all these, the furious attacks upon each 

* This is the work of the Jesuit Sanderus, translated by Maucroiz; 
a work fvll of partiality and &naticisin, which has been substantially re- 
futed by Burnet. Neither the work nor the re&ution are read, since 
ibis history has been written by philosophers. 

i5 
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(bttien ^ father BoohMn and Manage *, vvbo tear om 
another's eyes out, to cmr great amiiseiDent. They not 
Mily rail at one another, but in the most abusive lan- 
guage : there are likewise some excellent remarks on 
the French language ; yon cannot imagine what enter* 
ftainment this controversy affords us ; I wonder fhe Je- 
■nit should give himself such liberties as he does, since 
he has our brethren (de Port-Royal) among his hearers, 
who wiH all en a sadden relieve him from his post, and 
that at a time when he' least thinks of it ; the laugh 
■eems to be chiefly against him. The father prior is 
an exoeltent companion, on such occasions. Ah, my 
child, how much you would have profited by father 
Bossu t, who was here yesterday ! he is the most learned 
man of his age, and a consummate Jaiisenist %, that is 
to say, Cartesian ; he was pleased to lower hie tone, 
however, on certain topics. I took great pleasure in 
hearing him talk ; the prior led him out very pleasantly ; 
but I thought continually of you, and could n6t help 
considering myself as a person unworthy of a conv^ersa* 
tion by which you must have profited so much, and in 
which you would so admirably have sustained your part. 
Corbinelli worships this father, and has been to visit him 
at Sainte Genevieve ; when he comes here again, I 
must contrive for them to meet. Madame de Cou- 
langes is still at Versailles ; the worthy is at Paris ; I 

^ Thos Boahonn, who had been the first to attack, iras the fint to 
demand peace. M^nag;e relates, tliat in the visit he puid the Jesuit 
afler their reconciliation, he accosted him with this phrase from Petro- 
DiiiB, ** The wotind was deep, but it has left no scar." He added !n- 
cenuDuiy} ** Since we are fnenda, I find no more (adts in his wories.** 

•|> Ren^ le Bossn, regular canon of Genevieve, author of an excellent 
treatise on epic poetiy. 

X Tlds conformity between the terms Jansenist and Cartesian, relates 
to the arr*t of Desprcanx in support of Atistotte's doctrine against rea- 
fon. See this arrftt in Despreaux's works. 
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am alooe h&ce, and yet I am not alone, which TeKtt 
me: far I had ratbar be left quite to mysi^f* M. •mod 
madanie de M^aies ace here ; M. de Bichelian* BMuiamit 
de Toll, and a little girl who «i»g«, caeM to dUie wkll 
them the day belbre yesterday ; I went there after diA* 
ner ; vre read a mtnate account of the aiege of M&ea# 
tricht, which is indeed a v«ry pretty efiatr ; the bro* 
then de Riper t are taken notice of in a very handtoma 
manner. Madame de Sonbise hf^s gone away in no 
small petj lest the very shadow of her spindle 8hoi:dd 
give offence ; a great culferia was fired when it was 
least expected, that alarmed the camp. I will teil you 
more of thi^, after I have seen the tyiph. 

Amonio gives me leavQ to stay here some tii^ long« 
er ; the weather is yet too fine to driv« me away, and 
I am gois^ to set ftboot curing my hao^. I never say 
a word of Italian to him, and he never speaks a word 
ef French to me ; thia pleases us both. There is great 
intriguing at Cheiles upon his account. I fear he will 
never grow old them : it is a little ijofortectiein. Ma* 
dame supports him, the young nuns hate him, the old 
ones like hkn^ the confessors ane envious of him, the vi- 
sitor find« fault with his face : I could say a great deal 
of nonsense upon this subject 

But let us talk of Philipsburg ; pei^le now begin to 
think it will not be taken : it is only blockaded. The 
enemy's troops have decamped, in order to present their 
humble request to M. de Luxembourg to retire from 
Brisgaw *, Am I right ? a province is now laying waste, 
and which the emperor values more than the conquest 
of Philipsburg. The king is fortunate in every thing ; 
and if I am apprehensive for ray son, it is because pri* 

* A country in G^ttDUtj, titiiited betiraeu the Bhine and the 

BUck Foreit 
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▼ate persons often suffer in public victories ; but I nei« 
ther am, nor ever can be, in any sort of apprehension 
for the yessel of the state. I am much more uneasy about 
that which brings our cardinals luggage, whose ill luck 
nerer fails to shipwreck every thing: you have a stamp 
of it in your fortune, as well as a quarter in your arms; 
But I think too much and too often of your affairs : I 
adore the archbishop for the trouble he takes about 
them ; for still this i^ something; did no one attend to 
its safety, what would become of your bark ? it is I who 
must be then at the helm. I sincerely wish Mazarques 
were sold, with the leave of mademoiselle de Mazarques. 
I shall see what the marquis de Livourne intends to do, 
it will be attended with no cost; and as to favours from 
his majesty, we ought always to expect when we knk)w 
we deserve them, as M, de Grignan certainly does. 
Look at M. de Roquelaure ; what an example of pa- 
tience! no courtier had greater cause of complaint 
' than he had. 
• I would rather go to Provence to pay a visit to the 
archbishop, than to see your prior who cures all evils. 

Ah, what a grudge I owe physicians ! what mum- 
mery is their art ! I heard an account yesterday of the 
Malade Imaginaire, which I have not seen ; the hero 
of the piece is entirely under the management of these 
gentlemen, whose prescriptions he follows with the 
most scrupulous exactness. Sixteen drops of elixir are 
ordered in thiiteen spoons-foil of water ; should there 
be fourteen, be thinks it would destroy him. He takes 
a pill, and is told he must walk in his chamber ; but he 
is presently reduced to a dreadful and most embarrass- 
ing difficulty, having forgotten whether he is to walk 
the length of his room, or the breadth of it. I could 
not help laughing heartily at this ^ and the same ab- 
surdities occur continually. 
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I am extremely anxious to hear of the arrival of the 
casketj and how you like it : how is it that this same 
marriage seems still so distant ? God forgive me, but 
it appears very much like La Brinvilliers^ who was eight 
months killing her father. Good heavens ! burn this 
letter immediately ; my compliments and respects to 
all the Grignans> and to our friends at Aix. I oblige 
Roquesante to appear ungrateful, by the great love and 
esteem I bear her. 
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TO THE SAME. 

Livri, Friday, Sept. 18, I67d. 
Poou madame de Coulanges is in a violent fever, at- 
tended with shiverings. She was seized at Versailles ; 
to-morrow is the fourth day ; she has been bled, and is 
no better : she is at a place where they will certainly 
take every drop of blood from her body, rather than 
not cure her. Her lungs are very much affected, and 
I am still more so : it is impossible for .me to recollect 
all she writes me about her distress at not returning 
here, without being greatly moved. I intend to see 
her to-morrow ; but I must be here again on Sunday, 
to begin my vintage. You shall have reason to be sa- 
tisfied with me for devoting so much time to the cure 
of my hands. Corbinelli has sent me the letter you 
wrote him ; it is really one of the prettiest compositions 
I ever read : I will certainly show it to father le Bossu *, 
for he is my Malebranche f ; he will be charmed with 

^ See the Letter of 16th September. 

f Nichelas Malebranche, priest of the oratory, author of the book 
called RecHerche de la FM4, a&d of serenl other works highly esteemed : 
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the good iense you discover in it ; he will answer you 
if he is able ; for be is not one of those who supply the 
wi^Bt of arguments, with the chaff of wordsL I am sure 
you will like the simplicity and clearness of bis under- 
standing ; he is the nephew of the M. de la Lane, who 
bad the handsome wife. Cardinal de Retz has told you 
a thousand times of her diyine beauty. He is nephew 
to the great abbe de la Lase, the Jansenist ; the whole 
race inherit good sense, but he in . an eztraordintfy 
manner; lastly, he- is cousin to th^ little dancing La 
■ Lane. You see how I have entangled myself in par- 
ticulars: all this was highly necessary no doubt. 

The page of politics to Corbinelli is excellent: it 
may be understood without an interpreter; I shall 
therefore consult no one about it. Marshal Schomberg 
has attacked the rear-guard of the enemy ; he must 
wholly have defeated them, had he pursued with a more 
numerous body of troops; a party of forty dragoons 
sacrificed their lives like so many heroes; one of the 
name of d'Aigremont was killed on the spot ; Bussy's 
son, who wanted to get to paradise in haste, is a pri- 
soner ; the count de Vaux is always among the fore- 
most; the rest of the army was wholly unemployed; 
so that five hundred horse made all this havoc. It is 
said, that it is a pity this detachment had not been 
stronger; but I see it happen every moment, that the 
wisest is often deceived. ' Even the worthy has some- 
times been out in his calculations; he embraces you 
with his whole heart ; and I think a thousand times a 
day of the pleasure I shall have in seeing you. 

he was one of the hest writers, as well as one of the greatest philoso- 
phers, jof his time. See his eulogium by M. de Fonteneile: Hisu da 
VAcad, <les Sciences. 
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' LETTER •CCCCLVII. 

MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNT DE BUSSY. 

Livri, Sept. 18, 1676. 
Etert good dog comes from a good breed : you see, 
my dear cousia> what our little Rabutin is doing already* 
And so he is a prisoner* Is he not wounded? And 
how wilt you redeem him ? Are the ransoms for officers 
•f his rank fixed ? By the way in which, I am inform- 
ed, be pushed himself forwards, I suppose he was am* 
bitiousito take the enemy. I hope you will send me 
news of him, and of yourself, for I am much more in* 
terested about you than I say I am. How has the law- 
suit terminated, of which the account, con^ary to cus- 
tom, was so entertaining? How is my niece de Co- 
ligny, and her little boy ? He must be a great com- 
fort to her, and this idea gives me pleasure, because I 
rejoice in her happiness. Is madame de Bussy as well 
as usual? Here are a number of questions for you. If 
you should be inclined to follow my example, and ask 
roe as many, I will answer them beforehand. I am 
here, in this pretty place, which you are so well ac* 
qnainted with ; aifd much better, and more comfortable, 
it seems to me, than at Paris, at least, for a short time^ 
I am using some remedies^for the recovery of my health, 
and am putting my arms into the vintage tubs, hoping 
that my hands, which are not yet closed, will resume 
their ordinary functions. You ought to send me some 
scraps of your memoirs. I know persons who have see a 
a part of them, who do not love you so much as I do, 
though they may have greater merit. 
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LETTER *CCCCLV1II. 

THE COUNT DE BUSSY TO MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

Paris, Sept. 18, 1676. 

I HAVE heard, that the little Rabutin wished to take the 
prince of Orange by the beard ; but that he was so 
astonished when he found him without any, that he fell 
into a ditch, where he was taken prisoner. I send you 
his letter, which will inform you exactly how this af- 
fair happened. His horse or his ransom will cost me a 
hundred pistoles. But he has obtained more honour 
than money is worth. He is very fortunate in being 
the only one who has been taken prisoner, at least of 
persons of consequence. I have been under a course 
of medicine for a fortnight, which has prevented me 
from coming to see you. I do not, however, abandon 
the idea, and I wish to sleep at Livri. Send me word 
if the abbe can give me a bed. I will bring the Me- 
moirs and read them with you. I wish to know what 
passages particularly obtain your applause ; and if you 
read them without me, you would only praise the work 
in general. 

Your niece de Coligny, and the posthumous boy, are 
wonderfully well : she is pleased with him, and would 
not be displeased without him. 

LETTER CCCCLIX. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNTESS DEGRIGNAN. 

Livri, Monday, Sept 21, 1676. 
No, my dear child, it is not because I want to save 
you the disagreeableness of a journey in the month of 



IIADAME OB 8EVIGNE* 185 

December, that I entreat you to come here in October; 
it is merely because I shall haVe the pleasure of seeing 
you two months sooner. I have not taken upon roe to 
use the power you gave me over you, by ordering you 
to come here this summer: you must therefore make 
amends for this piece of complaisance, and if you do 
not mean to carry your irresolution beyond all bounds, 
you will set out exactly as was agreed upon between us, 
that is, when M. de Grignan goes to his assembly i 
this is the precise time from which 1 shall date tny 
obligation to you, as I shall then con»der you devoted 
to myself. My friendship tells me I ought to expect 
this fnoni ypu^ and now we will change the subject. 
As for my health, you need be under no sort of concern 
about it^ I bathe my hands twice a day in the must of 
the vintage ; my head is a little afiected ; but I am per- 
suaded, from what every body tells me, that I shall be 
benefited by it. Should I be mistaken, Vichi will 
then come upon the carpet ; in the mean virile, I do 
every thing I am bid, and walk up and down and 
across my room, with the most scrupulous obedience 
imaginable. I shall not protract my stay here beyond 
the fine weather ; I am under no sort of necessity to do 
so, • and therefore will not promise to wait for the fogs 
of October. Did I tell you Segrais * has married a very 
rich cousin of his i She refused alliance with persons 
of equal wealth with herself, alleging that they would 
certainly despise her, and that she preferred her cousin. 
. I would gladly know why you forbid me to write you 

* Jean Renaud de Segrais of the French academy. 

Que S^prals dans l'£g!ogue enchante les fbr^ts ! 

How Segrais in his Eclogues charms the forests ! 
Notwithstanding this verse of Boileau, his Eclogues^ like his translation 
of Virgil, Ivive long been without readers. 
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l#ng letten p smce it is the most pleasing of all occopa- 
tions, especially when I cannot have yoar company. 
Yott threaten me with returning thena unopened. I 
ahoukl be eaeceedingly aerry to pay the postage ; they 
are filled wiih sach a multitude of trifles, that I am 
aometiflaes vtaaed to think, that even yoa should have to 
pay for them : but if yoa really desire to rid yoorself 
of that mortification, come, come and see me, come 
and snatch the pen oat of my hands, come nnd be my 
governess, and then upbraid me with the wretched 
things I have wrkten you. Thia vmll be the best and 
the only way to prevent the swelling of my limbs, and, 
indeed, to restore me to the enjoyment of perfect 
health. 

Phiiipsborgh is taken at laat^ and I wonder at ifc I 
did not think our enemies knew how to take a town ; I 
therefore asked, in the first place, who it was that had 
taken it, and vehether it was not ourselves;- b«t mt>9 '^ 
is really they. 

LETTER CCCCLX. 

TO THE SAME. i 

Ftam, Septeaofcer is, 1076, at 
xnadRme de Coubxt^os's. 

Indeed, my child, this poor little vromaa is very iti: 
this is the eleventh day of her illness, which seized hcv 
at Ch4ville as she was returning from Versailles. Ma« 
dame de Teilier was seized with it at the same time, 
and relumed immediately to Paris, where she received 
the viaticum yesterday. Beaujeu, madaoie de Cou- 
langes's waiting-maid, was struck by the same arrow: 
she has followed her mistress; not a medicine was 
prescribed for the one, that was not ordered, at the 
same time, for the other ; purgatives, bleeding,, the 
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sacramentj the paroxysms^ the deliriunr, were exactly 
alike in both. God graat this feUowship may cease» 
for Beaujeu has just received extreme imctioa, and, it 
is thought, will hardly live till morning. We fear the 
retarn of the fit which madame de Coolanges may have 
to-morrow^ as hers and her maid's have been so similar* 
Thia it must be owned is a dreadful disorder : I have 
witnessed the terrible bleedings the physicians prescribe 
to the poor creatures who happen to be afflicted with 
it ; and as I am sensible that I have no veins, I de- 
clared yesterday to the first president of the court of 
aids^ that if ever I am dangerously ill, I shall beg him 
to send M. Sanguin to me immediately ; I am resolved 
on this. The very sight of those gentry is sufficient to 
deter us from putting our poor bodies in their power'*'* 
The death of Beaujeu is one of their back- handed ex- 
ploits. I have thought of Moliere a hundred times since 
I becanae a witness of those scenes. I am not without 
hope« however, that our friend may escape, notwith- 
standing their vile treatment of her. She is calm at 
present, and in a sort of slumber, that will give her 
strength £br what may happen during the night. 

I have seen madame de Saint Geran, who is by no 
means low-spirited : her house will be a constant place 
of resort, where M. de Grignan will pass his evenings 
very lovingly. She is going to Versailles with the rest. 

* It was not long that the circulation of the blood, proved, if not 
discovered, by Harvey, had changed the practice of medicine. It gave 
Wrth to seireral systems. •* Hence this rage for bleeding, which the 
partisans of Botal believed themselves more authorised tlian before, to 
haire reeoinse to in the treatment of diseases; a rage, which, though so 
oCten wearied with systematic murders, only reposed at intervals, and 
occasionally burst forth again in the schools." It is thus the eloquent 
and luminous historian of the Revolutions of Medicine expresses him- 
self. This is the picture of the epocha in which madame de S^vign^ 
wrote. Bleeding passed for a universal specific. 
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I can assure you the intends to enjoy the fruits of her 
economy, and to live on the credit of the reputation 
fihe has acquired ; it will be a considerable time before 
she has exhausted her slock. She sends you a thou* 
sand compliments ; she is very fat, and very well. You 
tell me wonders of the friendship of Roquesante ; I am 
by no means surprised at it« knowing his heart so well 
as I do. He merits, for many reasons, the distinction 
you show him. I am quite well, and am overjoyed I 
had not begun the vintage ; I shall use the other reme- 
dies ; and when this poor little woman is recovered, I 
shall rest myself for a few days at Livri. Brancas came 
to-night Oil foot, on horseback, or in a cart ; he fainted 
away at the side of the poor invalid's bed: no love can 
exceed his. That I entertain for you is far from being 
trivial. 

I found at Paris an affair blown all over the town, 
wliichV ill appear extremely ridiculous to you ; there are 
a thousand people who will tell you of it, but it seems 
as if you liked my accounts the best. There was a sort 
of agent of the king of Poland * at court, who was boy* 
ing up all the finest estates for his master. At length, 
he fixed upon that of Rieux in Britany, for which he 
liad signed a contract for five hundred thousand livres, 
requesting that this estate or manor might be erected 
into a duchy, and the name left blank. He took care 
to have all sorts of fine privileges and rights annexed 
to it, male and female, as suited his fancy. The king, 
and indeed every body else, thought it must be either 
for M.' d'Arquien, or the marquis de Bethune. This 
agent at length presented to his majesty a letter from 
the king of Poland, naming the person it was for, guess 
who ? Brisacier, son of the maitre des comptes. He 

* Joha Sobieski* 



MADAME DE SEVfGNE. 18^ 

had pushed hiimelf into notice by a numerous retinue, 
and the most ridiculous expenses. The world simply 
took him for a fool, which is no rarity. But the king 
of Poland^ by I do not know what divination, found out 
that Brisacier*was originally from Poland ; by which 
his name was lengthened by an additional ski, and him- 
self became a Pole. The king of Poland adds, that Bri- 
sacier is his relation, and that formerly when in France, 
he was going to marry his sister. He has sent his mo- 
ther a golden key ; as lady of honour to the queen. 
Slander, by way of amusement, gave out that the king 
of Poland, also by way of amusement, had had some 
slight inclination for the mother, and that this boy was 
his son ^ but the affair is not so for all that ; the chi- 
mera rests wholly on the good house of Poland. The 
little agent, however^ has blown the whole affair, think- 
ing the business he came upon as good as concluded ; 
and the king, as soon as he was informed of the truth, 
treated this agent as an insolent fellow and a fool, and 
ordered him to leave Paris, giving him to understand, 
that, had it not been for his regard for the king of Po- 
land, he would have him sent to the Bastile. His ma- 
jesty has written to the king of Poland, complaining, in 
a friendly manner, of this intended profanation of the 
highest honour of the kingdom ; and considers the pro- 
tection the king of Poland is said to give this diminutive 
creature, as an imposition, and even calls in question 
the legality of the character with which he pretends to 
be invested. He leaves it to M. de Pomponne to en- 
large upon this fertile subject. It is said this little 
agent has made off; so that the affair will probably 
sleep till the return of the courier. 
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LETTER CCCCLXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, Sept. 30, 1^6. 
I AM telling a fib, it is only Tuesday : but I begin my 
letter in answer to yours, and that I may talk to you 
about raadame de Coulanges, and shall finish it to«*mor* 
row, which will in reality be Wednesday. 

It is now the fourteenth day e^ our friend's illness ; 
the physicians will not as yet take upon them to pro- 
mise any thing, because the fever still continues, and 
from her constant delirium, they have reason to be 
afraid of -her losing her senses. However, as the re- 
turns are weaker, we hope all will still be well. They 
attempted to give her an emetic this morning, but found 
her reason so far gone, that it was impossible to prevail 
on her to take enough, to have the desired efi^ct. It 
seems to me, ^s if you took pleasure in making your- 
self uneasy about my continuing in the feverish air of 
this house ; I assure you I am as well^ as you could 
wish me to be. M. de Coulanges is extremely desirous 
I should be here. I am sometimes in the chamber of 
the invalid, sometimes in the garden ; I come and go 
when I please, I chat with a multitude of people ; I 
walk out continually, so that I am in no danger of catch- 
ing the fever: in short, my child, you need be under no 
uneasiness respecting me. 

Poor Amonio is no longer at Chelles ; he was obliged 
to yield to the visitor ; Madame * is highly nettled at 
this afiront, and in order to be revenged, has shut up 
all the avenues to her house ; so that my sister de Bi- 

• MaTguerite-Guyonne d« Coss^, abbess of Chellts, 
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Ton, my sister de la MeiUeraiie, my meces de Brron^ my 
sister-in-law de Coss^^ friends, cousins^ neighboctrs, and 
every body else, are refused access. All the parloars 
are shut up^ ail the fish days are observed, the matins 
are sung withoat tbe oiisericorde ; a thousand little re- 
laxations of discipline arc reformed ; and when any 
coBipiaint is made, " Alas ! I must keep to the rules.^ 
— '* But you were not always so severe." — " I was 
wrong for not being sp, I heartily repent it/* In fact, 
we may call Aosonio the reformer of Chelles. This 
trifle will no 4oubi amuse you ; and you may say what 
nonsense you (^ase on the subject, I am persuaded of 
Madame's wisdom ; though it is this very circumstance 
that renders the aiSair; istterly inconceivable. Amonio 
is with M. de Nevers ; he is dressed like 91 prince, and 
is the best creature in tbe world. He has sat up five or 
six nights with madame de Coulanges ; I assure you he 
is as great an adept as any of them^ but his beard is 
not fit to appear in the presence of M. Brayer's. They 
have all told me that the vintage this year would cer- 
tainly have done me harm, and that my being dissuaded 
from it, was a very fortunate circumstance. You will 
ask me, who recommended it to me ? I answer. Every 
body, and Vesou as well the rest ; but he has thought 
b^ter of it, and I am not sorry that he has done so. 

Every one is of opinion that the lover's passion is at 
an end, and that ^uanto is embarrassed between the 
consequences which might follow the return of favours, 
and the danger of discontinuing them, lest they should 
be sought after in some other quarter : on the other 
hand, it will be wrong to imagine friendship alone will 
content her ; so much beauty, and so much pride, are 
not easily reduced to the second place. Jealousy, it is 
true, is extremely quick-sighted; but did you ever 
know that restless passion prevent any thing ? It is cer- 
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tain looks have passed between him and the good*^ wo* 
man ; but even granting all you have said to be per- 
fectly just, she is still a different person, and that yoa 
know alters the case prodigiously. Many are of opinion 
she is too well advised, to display the standard of such 
perfidy, with so small an appearance of enjoying it 
long ; she would then be directly exposed to the fury 
of SluarUo ; would open the way to infidel ity» and would 
serve as a thoroughfare to others, who are younger, and 
more desirable ; in the mean time every body is on the 
watch, and it is thought time will make some disco- 
yeries. The good woman has asked leave of absence 
for her husband ; and since his ireturn appears in her 
dress, and in all respects, as she used to do. 

Did I tell you that the good marchioness d'Huxelles 
has the small pox ? It is thought, however, she will get 
the better of this dreadful disorder, which is no small 
miracle at her age and mine. 

It is now Wednesday evening. The poor patient is 
out of danger ; unless some accident happens, which it 
is impossible to foresee. Beaujeu was actually gone, 
but the emetic raised her from the dead ; it is not so 
easy to die as some people imagine. 

• This Is undoubtedly madame de Soubise, whose intrigue with the 
king was so secret, and conducted with so much art, that the penetrat- 
ing nnalice of the courtiers and mistresses, could never do more thao 
•uspect it. (See the (Euvres de St, Simon.) 
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LETTER CCCCLXIL 

FROM THE ABBE DE PONTCARRE TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, Oct. 2, 1676. 
According to my old and laudable custoTi, 1 cr.me this 
momiag into the apartment ol" t^. i:i .-. : • n-^.s: ^^e 
moment she saw my merry face, sue g : :•- ^ ^«^ ir . u-^ • 
tions, and gave me this sheet of paper ; but her gene- 
rosity was not quite so great as it seemed to be, for she 
intends to make use of a part of it for herself, which I 
agree to wiUtngly. I will therefore tell you in poche 
parole (in few words), my lady countess, that we are 
still in the dark as to the rest of the campaign. Will 
M. de Lorraine remain * for ever with folded arms ? 
Ecco il purUo (this is the point). We are also in qualms 
about M. de Zeli's march towards the Moselle. M. de 
Schomberg must ham passed the Sambre on the 27th, 
in his march towards Philipville : it will be easy for 
him to send reinforcements to M. de Crequi. 

I suppose you know all the cabals of the conclave ; 
if your friend should arrive at the sovereign eminence, 
methinks it would be no bad thing for you to take a 
trip to Rome, to offer him your service ; you will have 
time enough, if it be true that the election is not to 
take place immediately. I passed part of yesterday at 
Richelieu's ; I found the ladies entirely engrossed with 
deciding the important question of dress ; I can only 
tell you that the ange/ will be most superb. I grum*^ 
bled as usual, but received no other satisfaction than 
that of being treated as an old fool and a bufibon. I 

* Prince Charles of Lorxaine bad just taken PluUpaliurg, aiWr » 
ticge of twentj-fbuT dayi. 

VOL. IV. K 
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took all in good part» as I fouod inyadf not at all the 
worse for it. They wanted to talk to me about borrow* 
ing Bome jewels ; but I did not encourage the idea, hav- 
ing always condemned such liberties. We are to have 
niadame de Vemeuil with us on Monday : she is com* 
ing to prepare for her journey into Languedoc. Ma- 
nierosais to accompany ber« and to stay aoacie.days wiUr 
as> after which she sets ottt for thA Loiie, I am^ 
daai^ with all due re9pect».w»hoBy yonrstf. 
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V6u know the fat abb^, and hew glad he is to save hk' 
paper; foreunately I am still better pleased, to furnish 
him with* what he wants. He is at present sadly cast 
ddwn at an accident th^t has happened to hiiy r yon 
ittust know he has given his valet a cloak, which he hudt' 
worn only a year, thinking hf hkd worn it two years : 
this mistake is grievous, and he is very sensible upoic 
the subject : fdr my part, I think him as much* an ori* 
ginal in economy, as the abbe de la Viotoire is in 
avarice. 

Middme de Castres*' sendd me word that Odeseal^hi 
is pope ; you must have known it b'efdre it could reach 
us. Our carditials are now returning: shotild th^y 
come by way of Pfovcnce, you will see them before 
you set out. Do you know that little Amonio is tra- 
velling post to R6me ? His uncle, not the one who at- 
tended the deceased pope f, is groom of' the bed- 
' chamber to the new pope X- Thus his fortune is made, 

* £Kziabeth de B(mzi, sister to the cardinal of dutt oame.^ 

f Clement X. 

tO&eMMaStf dected pope tht 3 t«t September^ took th*'i»»e ef 
Innocent XI. 



aftd he Will no longer stand in need dt the' faVotits of 
madamcf de» Che1l6&, ^ any of hfer nans. It is nbW 
R-iday, my chHd!, and Ishdufd by thw tide haVe? b^eiP 
at Livri, as the Wfe^h^r'is so deligfAfully^ flfte,- anH ink"- 
dardtfti^^Coiblati^so^t of dinger, e'njoyirig' the pRea- 
suWi^of heV reXJO'^ry ; hot I'wlsh "fifrst to' kndw \Wi'ethef 
Mt de "Potftpemte' has concluded <yalp ' affair' thts' rrtbrnitfg; • 
th*t I> xh^ s«h(!' yotr' his iktc'r' thW' e^ent^g.- r^aiA' 
likfewise t6^ th^tik'hi^, and to speik to Fkv^te; zftef 
which I shall be easy, and'^sftafl g«? id-iti&trovif, or'Sfin- 
day, ut Livri. 

Madame de Maintenon came yesterday to see iria- 
diame de Coulangiei^; she expressed great concern at her 
sofiferings/ and was overjoyed at her recovery, or rather 
resurrection. The lovers were together all day yester« 
day: The vTife came t6 PaHs* They dined together ; 
there wad no card-playing in pablic. , In short, joy is' 
now retorned^ and every appearance of jealousy va« 
nished. As there is nothing but changes in this world,' 
from one extreme to anotteer^ the gteat womto is re« 
tttnied' by v^ztet and is ndw as well with the beauty, ^o ' 
she was fdrmeriy iU with hen Tiieir rancour is soften* 
ed; in ahertj what they say to-day, tbey^ unsay to-mor* 
row : this is by no means the region of imnnitability* 
I conjure you, my^lnslo^ed child, not td imitate these 
l^sonagesrwich regard to your journey/and to consider 
tittt we are n6w arrived* at the 2d of October. At 
for my health, be under no concern about it : Livri, 
whatever you may- think, will do me infinite senrice 
dttring th^ fin^ weather; Hay nothhn^g to T****, I be- 
s«fe<?Jf you; thottgfr ricfvfi' hini for Ms wWihgness t6 
oWi'ge ybti iiHo^iniodb (fn e^ery way), by telling yba' 
he saw me; this little lie'proceeded frOm a good mo- 
tived * I 'assure you, my b^ty, I never set my eyes on 
him, and did not so much as know of bis being at Fari^ 



15§- LEtT£BS OF 

Langlade had like to have died at Frene of the 
complaint as madame de Coulanges, with this exception, 
that, he vi-as still worse than our friend^ and had received 
extreme unction. Madame le Tellier will pay for all ; 
sh^ is extremely ill. Farewell, my dear countess: I 
•mbrace the count and the. pretty jM^eonf. My God, 
how dear you all are to me ! I entreat you to read fa- 
ther Bossu : he has composed a small treatise on thd Art 
of Poetry, which • Corbinclli rates a hundred tioiea^ 
higher than that of Despreaux *. 

LETTER CCCCLXm. 

TO THE SAME. 

livri, Wednesday^ Oct. 7, 1670. 
I WRITE to you now as it were d l*avance, as they say 
in Provence, to let you know that I returned hither on 
Sunday, in order to finish the fine weather, and rest 
myself after my fatigue. I find myself in excellent ' 
health, and the solitary life I lead, is far from being 
disagreeable to me, especially as I know it will not last 
long. I am going to try some little remedks fbr my 
hands, purely out of complaisance to you, for, to tell 
you the truth, I have no great faith in them ; and it is^ 
always with the view to please you, that I take care of 
myself at all, being persuaded, that no human art can 

' * Itiere seems to be no tort of eomparison between the two woikf. 
'Sht fasit^ which is in prose, is a cHiRise treatise oa the ejHc' poem in 
p^cular; and the other, which is in verse, comprehends the art of 
poetry in general, but in a ver/ concise manner, and in imitation of 
Horace's Art of Poetry ; so that father Le Bossu's work may be esteem- 
ed and praised with great justice, without, however, giving it th^ pre- 
fer^hee to th« worli of Pespr^aux, which is a mttter-piece of didactie 



MADAMS BB SEV1GN& 197 

adf anee or retard the hour of my death for a single mo- 
ment: 3ret for all that, I foHow the plain maxims of 
what is called human pnideftce, belieying, that by this, 
the. eternal and immutable decrees of Providence are 
fulfilled. . Yon may therefore conclude, my dear child, 
that no attention will be wanting on my part, as I hold 
this to be a necessary duty. This is a grave epistle : 
but I resume, the sequel of my proceedings during m j 
stay at Paris, which was nearly a fortnight. You know 
how I spent the Friday, and how I waited oil M. dc 
Pomponne. lyHacqueville and 1 were of opinion that 
yon had reason to be satisfied with the regulation that 
has been made, since the king wishes the lieutenant to 
be treated with the same honours as the governor: a 
very important point. On the Saturday, M. and ma- 
dame de Pomponne, madame de Vins, d'Hacqueville, 
and the abbe de Fenquieres, came to take me with them 
on a jaunt to Conflans. The weather was extremely 
pleasant, and we- found the house much improved since 
M. de BicbeUeu*s time. There are six admirable foun* 
tains, which are supplied by machines from the river, 
and which will never be dry whilst the river has a drop 
of water in it. It is a pleasure to think of this sup- 
ply of water, whether for bathing, or other purposes. 
'M. de Pemponne was extremely cheerful and ^^ood-hu- 
moured ; we had a great, deal of conversation, and 
laughed the whole day from morning till night. * With 
his natural sagacity, h-e found in every thing a cathe" 
dral'Uke air *. We were a very happy little party, and 
you may be assuredy you were not forgotten. 

The vision of the good woman vanishes perceptibly ; 
though she is not of opinion that fear is the sole motive 
of attachment to ^luaruo. As for M. deMarsillac*s 

• This boose belongs to the aicbbUbopt o£ Paris. 



jpuri^iey, I |«pul^ not Mv/b you tbipk it iJie «8iBCk of 
#?4yBW jor4^jja»jB,,it jfv.^8 ,v^ry ^pr^, and he is luair as 
jlftU |vith.tl^Jking,a^i3Vjer ; jxe <i|evj^ mice Mqfipeiiibr 
^o^cifiveiit^ ^npr w<tf^t fL m§W fit»p 9Mt ,af his ivay >' be 
195^ .Gour.viUe witli hioi> y^aJbivs seMom mucb Aime lo 
^l^e« jajnd walK^ hifn round his ^tale like some gceat 
^iy,^> ¥^b>c)i ..enriches tlie sqii .\^bere;eer it iioirB. M. de 
^cbefpycaplt }v.ci^« .^vitb^tbelbAdn/osiS of. a «hiJ^» to see 
y^fif^ (ifice^SiQjffi, and tb^ {))i9C«3 ^b/^ce be osed .fior- 
fH^fi^U^hwl l^itii %o Jdmnb .pjeMure ; I i^aAoot say tbe 
ipfifk^ of bis j|p;re« fof I do not betieve Jie .^viur ^v 
jrJbj^t JlotYe fPf?^» U^ i^tm;Qs witb a ^bwer 4UUBe tfaea 
^i?^UH?> 19;^ V gou9{( u^to Xptti;»inei»4)ay«jjait4o»«r 
^s^tge Me rVale^i^i wi (he abfae .4'£^«t. .'H« »9b or 
4xmiV^y ^ipcipu^ about 99j»d»ij9e de Cpulaoges, jft'lK> is 
fif^xficqttfmg iV.091 pj^e j[;if ^be ^^.ddi^gerous ilbwanes 
4b# it 2«.{i^ijbjte IP bme ejubice^^ i^ieitber .^ -fiscflr 
|uvr tb,e^s hf^v^ ;g^ mt^ly l^^tJier; ^biU amtfa^xrw 
^8 iM»«t, «Ad sh^ ijt fi9 }i)nge)r sutyect .tci .deinjw»« «iip 
jl^^y coiitider beni^V'^s being onJhe Jiigbioad of x:ob- 
.Yat^cence. Madjwe de la Fsiyette is Aow,at St Moar. 
^ l^e be^n theirs but j^n^ yet: ,sbe » still affected 
4liri;ii jbbe p^ip in ber side, isrbicb bas {treventfid Jber/roni 
j^mg ipad^qun^ de Conl^ges, ^bout jybeip die was e)^« 
.€^if)gly uoeiftsy ; the 9an)e r^^on preyen^ ber visit- 
j^Dg Lj^ngM^, i^ho >V^s dangernuBly ill of tbe s^mexooi* 
|dai|it, Md b^ received e?^treme unction, jirhich was 
4Riren a step .beyond .^nr &i^d. In sbQj:t» ahe is noiy 
j^ett^r in fvfiry i^e^pect, and that without stirring fcom 
the spot ^fsp she we? ficst take« iU. I told madaae 
^p Coiflanges the oth^r A^y that Beaujeu bad bad ez- 
UPDa» unction administered to ber, and tbe Jeans ]daria 
l^rforn^ed. She ^^wered me with a yuacfi, which 
sounded as if it came from the other world : " Ah ! 
why did| tj^y ^ot pfrfgrm it % me M a«i sure I de* 
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MTved it M^m^ as she did/' What tsy you to lhi» 
strange kind of ambition P I would fawe 70a write lo 
litHe Gaufattige^ ; be dassf^vs compassion ; tad ii6 lost 
Mswify, he wonki ifefi% have hMt his all. J ooaU n^ 
-faeftp Jiem^ iifieotod at iier eautlng.a letter to l»e written 
to M-4eiQtte t,tx) reeomsoad M. de Couhuiges to bim# 
and .^fit irem »ioti¥6s ^f juBtioe and ^comrktiim^ ao^ 
4n(ewle4gi»g;thatalie bad rained him, and lequesthig 
thig ftmMirof M. And madasne de 'Gne* as the k«t le«- 
lio»oiiy of <;h«ir frieacbhip : ahe aaked their paidon and 
blaming. iiH; the.«aaie tiaae. I aasiwe yon it was a very 
«iataiiab<d]f Aeene^ ¥00 wtM 'thore&fe write to tbii 
^^ofT iiiUe mm, who ^aeene igratified ai the maite of 
ifneadftbip I ba^a abowcd tbis wife : in tmtk, tt h oa 
aucb ocoasMBS m^ these that weiwght to ahow it 

Your liule Oennan is -eKtoeaiely clever m the ^sitima- 

iim pf the good abb4 : he ts^as beautifnl as an angel, 

4wd M tfas •ame4ma as medast^od prudent as a young 

«M. H% «Bgamg'tare;^eal;his<9^emaaat3i.^Stn«- 

boarg's. I have entreated him to jeoder hknself woc- 

4hy -of tbis honaar ; but I defy you to guess his name : 

40 whatever you say, I a^y answer, " It is otherwise ;f' 

fer ^'-^tfa^rwise'' i^^kitpemeni) k the tiatne.. U it not cal- 

cnlalod ta escite in the mind a spirit t)f eontradktion i 

Madame Cocnual went the other day to visit B***, 

by whom she was rery iU treated : she had to wait, till 

ahe .oauld speidc to him, in an anti*chamber full c^ ser- 

▼sats. A civil sort of man came to her, and said that 

110019 was not a fit place ibr her : '* Oh air,'' said sbe> 

** I am Tery well here : I do not mind the servants, so 

long us liiey behave themselvea as such/' This made 

M. de Pomponne burst into one of his hearty laughs, 

t Msdsme de Couten^et's &ther, who wm intendant of Ljwut, 
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' which y^u hare so often heard : I think yon ako w^i 
be highly antosed at it. 

The cardinal writes me word that he had created a 
pope on the day before, and assures me, thai jie had no 
scruple in 'doing so. Yon know in what manner be 
eluded the sacrilege of a false oath : the rest must haye 
enjoyed it highly, since it was not even neccfssary. He 
tdls me that his holiness is less a pope in title, than in 
•his life and conversation ; that he wrote to yon from 
Lyons as he went, and shall not have it in his power to 
see you as he returns, on account of these same galleys, 
at which he is exceedingly vexed : so that he will soon 
be at home again, as if nothing had happened. This 
•journey has done him great honour ; for nothing can 
exceed the propriety of his conduct. It is even the go 
neral opinion, that by the excellent choice he has made 
of a sovereign pontiff, he has brought the Holy St>irit 
again into the conclave, after an exile of many years ? 
after such an example as this, there is no exile who 
may not have hope. 

So you are now in solitude : this is the time for yon 
to be afraid of ghosts. I would wager, that there are 
not above a hundred persons in your house. I am quite 
of your opinion as to the amiableness of the beautif«l 
Rochebonne : but Corbinelli's constancy is immersed 
in such a sea of philosophy, and is so attached to syllo* 
gisms and argument, that I can no longer answer for 
him. He says, that father Le Boseu does not reply prcf- 
perly to your questions ; that it would be folly in him 
to pretend to instruct you, and that you know more 6f 
the matter than all of them : you will send as yoor 
opinion. 

I think I told you the history of Brisacier * : it is 

^ This affair is related in detail in the Mdiioires de I'Abb^e Chotsi« 
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iaipo8»ible to say any thing farther of it tilt the returti 
of the coan«r from Poland. He no longer appears, 
however^ at Paris, or at court; he may be said properly 
to besiege the town, since he lives entirely among his 
frieocla in the- environs^ He was at Clichl the other 
day ; madame du Plessis came from Fr^ne to condole 
with him on the breaking off of his bargain: Brisacier 
assured her it was not broken oflf^ and that as soon as 
the courier returned, the world would see whether he 
was the fool they thought him or not. Whether it be 
the king or the queen of Poland, who is his protector, 
we shall judge of the aflkir as you do. 

Ml de Bnssy came in while i was writi)ig this letter : 
I showed him how mindful you were of him, he will 
tell you himself how much he is obliged to you. He 
read to rae some of the most entertaining memoirs iM 
the world : they are not to be printed, though I am sure 
they deserve it more than half the things that are 
published. 

We have this moment heard that Bristcier and hfs 
mother, who were near Gagny, have been apprehend* 
ed : this is a bad omen, if true, with respect to the af- 
fair of the dukedom. The news is perhaps rather too 
fresh, and possibly premature, at least in the way it is 
handed about at Paris. But d'Hacqueville will not fail 
to inform you of the particulars. 

I hafve now, my child, yours of the SOth^ Is it pos- 
sible that you have not received mine of the 21st ? it 
was filled' with the finest exhortations imaginable^ I 
decided the affair of your departure, and conjured yoU 
by your love, not to d^iay it a moment ; this I now en^ 
treat you to do, for th^ itome res^ons : you will follow 
this advice, if you have |ihe regard forme, I believe you 
to have j^ and ui this. persuasion, I shall waye sayii^ 
again bow much I. desire it^ and how much v Wfteks 

K-5 



mm n^t^wrily §dd to my ioap^^fixBii. U^imB de 
^f0^hif ^ ip {[ph^ to Flfttidera |tp «^ her hi^ftiHlt who is 
ill ; I f pproYH of tbU excMiagly : MR^ (be INMf 
£j|o«iQ^. I fjp^braizo you 9 tbou^^nd ti^or, »iy imn$> 
ck\Wp miAk m afff cti^a I qyinpt ^)^imw* 

LETTER CGCCLXIV. 

TO tU 9AM^ 

I AM sorr}^ my lo;r^ tl;Lat the pp^t should have delayed 
Off If^tfSTff I juj^V ^^ rfgl^xl you b^Vi^ % me;i and 
^ff w^\(k^ yftu ^r« abo<;it ff^ ; but it is only to apply 
iRthegr^^tfH^pqucyilte, wl\w I am »ui» of aU A^ 
jji^ji^^QP^ } can po^bly d^ai.r^ I 9ball nevgjr fcrgetb 
^fii^il^ I liTjBi 1^ plef^uTf ikod conyolatipo I ^luoyftsd at 
Xhp ^Qfk^, frova <^ 9tf bif kUerj^' Yfhm yo«i bad just 
lain in ; and I may safely say, that had it not h^fo ^ 
tJm kl^^Xi 1 9bpul4 ner^er b^v? b«eii abl^ to aopportthe 
f lief* I tb(9|i eAdMrff^. ]( p^rava^ piyf^lf you ^ill kave 
x$?ism ^ b» f^t^fl^d by. tproioirow^ unl^sfi fiaattoo)^ <i^ 
Slgnol'9 l«pqu?y» of who^ o?re I am 1^ wilbouj; aaoe 
l(iu{e^%iipieb«#^i^3i«^ h%iB xbvimn itiy l^ttsi? afii4«. Y^n 
w!\ bivi^ fi^fA >^ i^ if i^ bf com.^ to bap4f my aMWcar 
to yoqrs, wherein you VHlft 9^9 l9 W9it tb? ^%ai of 1^ 
46 pffigtiaii. } dsajred y^o ^| ^> tbi^k of &u^, a thing » 
1 ^)di y<^ tha^t it WI9 Qi4 b«M:%u^ tbe soa^o vaa 1^ 
acfvanof^ %Ht I vri^ked. yoo t^ Como befera 11 de 
6icigDa;9> bi|t ^ir«ly 9» a^coimt of my »tfieme desinB 
•%» <B«« y9U» vhivb mad^ me troi^ca you to &?oaf fte 
VA tbig $m%U ^vapi^ of ploaaur«» whjch I might vary 
a[^) cli^MD, froflu my si^githir modeva^ioB^ in. not in- 
^Jk^g vppn your W^M Tf^wi ch4teaik till ]^. da Gii- 
SWNI iteuld «6l Wl f9i^ tb^ ^isombly of tWstatas^ ||at 
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I had hid ny accmmt with having yoo •▼erf moment 
of the Ume jrou gave ine a right to expect; and that« 
IB fthort, I conffiped ycm, as I now do again, to thiidl 
sertoosly of getting otit this month, aceording to the 
agreement we had made. 1 flatter myself M. de Gri* 
gnan will find nothing unjust in this. I have seht you 
the sum you will have occasion for tiH hts arrival : I 
think yon had better travel in a IHter as far as Rouahei 
aad then take water to Briare, where my carriage wiH 
meet you. Utis, my child, is what is most material in 
ny -letter, in ease, as is likely enough, it should h« 
lost 

The abb^ de Bayard informs me, that I did extreniely 
well in not goii^ to Vkhi this season ; that the conti*- 
nual rains have almost entirely spoiled the waters; thai 
Saint Herem and Planci, who wient there on purpose, 
did net use tbem ; that the only person who took tdtiem, 
was M. de Champ&treux, who was by no means satis* 
ied with their efKecta : in short, his letter hae aflbrded 
me infinite satisfaction; I was at a lots how to aeeovai 
iir my own obstinacy, and find this to have been th0 
^ry thing that caused it, 1 am now ooing a kind itf 
Mess for ny hands, eonposed of deer^s Biarro#, and 
Hnngavy-water, whieh, according to some, i» Do pcv« 
fttrm miraeies*. Bat what bae really done me a great 
deal of service, ie the extraordinary fine weather w« 
have had ; those crystal days of autumn, when it is^ nei«> 
iiev hot nor cold ; in a word, 1 am f nito ttanspofted 
^»ilh them ; I walk from ten is the mevning till five ki 
^ afikoMooa, wi«ho«t loeing a minute ; I then retire to^ 
my apartment with the most perfect enta n i ljuie n ; theugft 
it is not without comiiderable mortification, finding by - 
this, to my no small regret, what a. weak mortal I 
<kinf whom a foolish timidity forces to break with my 
chaiming eunings, the oldest friends I hayci ia the 
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world* and whom, perhaps, I accuse very unjustly of 
being the authors of all ray ailments. I then fling my- 
self into the charcb, where I remain without once lift* 
ing up ray eye-lids, till they come to tell me there are 
lighu in my 4ipartment. I must have the degree of ob- 
scurity which the church or the woods afibrd* or else 
three or four people to chat with in the twilight: in a 
word, I follow your prescriptions with scrupulous ex- 
actness. 

The news about Brisacier is confirmed ; it has been 
discovered by his letters to the king of Poland, that he 
endeavoured to occasion a rupture between him and our 
monarch ; so he is now in the Bastile, and his fete hangs 
in the scales, suspended betwixt the gallows and a duke- 
dom. 

There is much to ,be said on the subject of Germany. 
The generial has met with a slight mortification again 
respecting the escorting of a convoy ; he has been under 
ibe necessity to draw nearet to us, while these brutal 
jSerroans, as soon as he has repassed the Rhine, wilt lay 
siege to Brisac, as they did last year to Philipaburg. U 
wogid be unpleasant enough were this to happen. There 
is great dissension in the army, I mean that of M. de 
Luxembourg. I have just received a note from d'Hacque* 
?ille, who was at Versailles on Wednesday, to expedite 
the regulation for the assembly. I must acknowledga 
there never was su(fh a friend as he is. The moment 
you 'have recommended any business to bis care, he is 
•0 diligent and punctual in ei^cuting it, that one woaki 
often be tempted to think he had nothing i& the world 
besides to att^d to. 
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LETTER CCCCLXV* 

TO THE SAME. 

Begnn at Lini and finished at Parit, Oct. 14, 167<S* 
1 THANK you for your complai^ancej and for the regard 
you prove for me in the resolution you have adopted^ 
of setting out before M. de Grignan. I. embrace, and 
thank htm too, for his goodness in consenting to it. I 
atn at no loss to know what be sotiVrs from your ab- 
sence, but it is for sa short a timei that he ought not to 
grudge me this pleasure : his share of your company il 
always greater than mine. I now earnestly recommend 
you to provide a good guide for your journey ; it grievefe 
Bore to think of the irksomeness it will be attended with; 
I would consign you to the care of Montgobert : take 
books with you ; and, for Heaven^s sake, caution your 
muleteers against taking any short cuts, in the way 
Ixoin your house to Montelimart ;* let them keep the 
carriage-road. They brought madame de Coulanges 
the way I have cautioned you' against, and but for dn 
But, who alighted in an in$tant, and supported th^ 
-litter, ^e would have fallen over a frightful precipice ^ 
ishe has told me tins adventure fifty times, which has 
almost terrified' me to death. I have been waked se« 
veral times in the night, with the fear, lest they should 
bring you by this tremendous way. I conjure you, mf 
dieaiest, to give this charge to some one who will havie 
more care about you than yourself. I shall write to a 
M. le Chatelain at Moulins, who wilt gender you a great 
many litUe attentions ^ he is a very worthy, and ver^ 
civirman, with a great di'al of good s^nse, and some 
piety. You will see M. de Gamaches there too, a lady 
of the family of Montmbrio, a lively and a pretty vrO« 
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mair. She was my constaDt companion both the times 
I was at Moulins, or at the ipesdames Fooqaet, without 
once leaving me, ihoagh I was there in all fonr or five 
days. In short, she is my best friend at Moulins* 

M. de Seignelai is gone post to Marseilles aboot some 
affair which concerns the marine, thm^h we know not 
what it is. firisacier and his moth^ are atiU in the Bear 
tile. The mother has obtained laave to bare a woinaii 
to wait on her; but his grace is obliged to be bia ow» 
▼alet 

Ygqr philosophical ph jsicii^ shoots from loe great » 
distance to hit; he thought me ill, when I am perfect^ 
lecovered ; and I can assure you, the advice they gave 
me here, was diametricaliy opposite to his. I ihatt 
Conclude my letter te-morrov at Paris,- 

. , I am now at Paris. I slept at Saint-Manr, whete I 
peDt from Livri. I saw M. de Roche fonctialw aoA we 
bad a long chat togetbey . Had Smnta persoeA a M^ 
ferent line oY conda^t frem whet she did. the yeav she 
x«Jburae4 to Parisi she wonid not haire felt the m«rti»> 
fieation 9he opw endures; it wonld hatve been ar proof 
of gQods^nsA had she deee so: but how great ia faw- 
ioan. weaknefl^r we wish lo husband our last ttmains of 
beaety ; aod this eeoeomy oftea nibs mere tbae. it 
emicbes. The IMe gmi (ee^ is still in Hamien ; this 
ae (vea to stop seiae felks' meitfha I ha;^ dkcoYe«M)» 
tbal niy revevies u lif fi have a wandeffol eenfetmiiy 
wUh people's coajectares here^ I baae Bat yet «te« »»- 
dame de Coubi^giss ; l shall vm ge there tiilJ have sea^ 
cd tbia packet. They teli me she ia parfect^ meoveaaA 
aad that epigrama are beginning to dasvn again. I ahdl 
ffeseot yeur cempUmeeta te hei; ae4 at the aam* t 
4fsiimt yens bUea Umi het'btbaed*. 
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It is said, that Brisacier's crime is an abuse of his 
office, by forging a letter from our queen to the king 
of Poland^ requesting him to ask of our king the title 
of duke for her secretary. This news must hare beeft 
brought by the PoHsh co^ri^r, ai^ the secretary is to 
be tried. You know what it is to abuse the seal and 
coQ^deiice of a queisn of France. J%e duke de Brisa^ 
oi»pi^, I f»^r» will be banged. 

I £wi»^p iny scia will retarn^ instead of rgoiag to the 

Meuse, where his evil genius ssenis to have sent him t 

M h9» gp^ the Fhe^matisiii in his hip, . which will be ao 

a^oelleat Ihlog to procure him Leave of absence. If the 

fine weather cofitinue any longer, I shall go for a short 

^ine tp Livri. My house is quite ready for tae, and 

aiwry thing in order, which is a- main poi^jt. Prajf 

write to me about your setting out, and 1 will wiite to 

you oa Friday in retuin, about your mode of tro^eU 

Kpg from firiare or ffom OHeaas. You are ki the cigfal 

when yoasay, that Amonio will amuse himself at Kome^ 

Vith th« adventure of the Reformation of Chelks, of 

wbipl^ he was the author : I toki you his uncle is lord 

^f the hed-sdianiher to the aew puope : yoii have wrkiea 

v^ aa oQi^b conoeraing this aphir^ aa will furnish mat^i 

^ fojr a do9CB epigvans. Yon are the oddest eneataie 

in the worlds with all yoi^ wisdom and 'gravity ; aeA 

WiOttld you t^ike care of my spleen, i reaUy think 1 shoeM 

be immoffta^; Ihey teH me all my evil springs ftoei 

Ihence. Think, ray deaiast, of coming to see me ; 1 

eaanot wait calmly €m the transporting pleasure of em» 

bracing you ; nD, m^y spirit are aU oa wing to meet 

you* Adi^a; I shaU write |e you ou Friday. I have 

eet leon a soul yet; you knew how 1 love*to «)Uect 

scraps fov your amesement. One thing I cae neves ia^ 

tmsk yeu o^ iduch.i% tim tiilmma aiftotioii Ibeai]HMi» 
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LfiTTER CCCCLXVL 

TO THE SAME. 

F^ffU, Fridays Oct. 16, 167C. 
Bbally> my dear child, I never saw such idiots as ray 
own children are ; they prevent me from returning to 
Livri as I intended. I see yoa are going to taogh at 
this, and that you are far from pitying me for being 
obliged to break my engagement with Livri on the 
\bth of October. 

D'Hacqueville, CorbinelK, and M. and madame de 
Coulanges, will agree with you in saying, I ooght never 
to leave ihem again. It is^ notwithstanding, true, that 
had it. not been for you and my son, I should have 
continued my solitary way of life with pleasure: I 
enjoyed myself more in one day, than I can do 
here in a fortnight t I prayed and read a great deal ; 
talked of the other world, and the method of going 
there. The father prior has more sense than I thougfal 
he had, though I always found him a very worthy 
creature* In short, I am now once more got into the 
vortex. 

. . I rinust wait on M. Colbert on the subject of your 
pension: d^Hacqueville will take me to him, as soon as 
#iat minister will return to Paris, and will thus save me 
a trip to Versailles: so much for roadame, now for 
monsieur. You must know, then, that his ill fortune 
had sent him to the banks of the Meuse ; when his 
gogd ibrtdQe interfered and gave him the rheumatism in 
hiaithigh and his hip, which is so painfol to him, that 
he cannot bear his own weight. He is now at Charle-> 
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▼I lie, and entreats me to request leave of absence for 
him: I must thus again wait on M. dc LouTois, and 
this ]» another bosiness on my bands!* Had not I rea- 
son, my beauty, to complain pf my children^ and even 
to rail at them ? 

M. de Coulanges had written you a very pretty let- 
ter interspersed with verse in many places, in which he 
told you all the care and attentions which have been 
paid to madame de Coulanges in her illness ; and that the 
marchioness de la Trousse^ who had staid at Berry, on 
tbe news of her being dangerously ill, was the only 
person that had like to have died with grief, on learn- 
ing the account of her resurrection*. This circum- 
stance, though the invalid had often laughed at it^ pre* 
sented itself to her imagination in this instance^ ac* 
. companied with a certain black vapour, so that she 
reprobated it in the strongest terms ; and her husband 
took the letter, rumpled it together, and threw it into 
the fire. We were astonished at what happened ; he 
has now written another, which is flatter than the pa^ 
per itself. The first he wrote was admirable; we con*, 
sidered it as worthy to be preserved, as a model on such 
occasions. 

M. de la Valltere is dead ; several operations were 
performed upon him ; and he is gone at last. Sister 
Louise de la Misericorde f sent a petition to the king* 
praying that the government may be reserved for payf 
ment of his debts, without mentioning his nephews, 

* The nwfchioiiesi de la Tiotisse wn so jettloos of the pretended 
atudunent of her hiwhaod to midaine de Gmlanges, that it wag 
thought this piece of wit might aafely be hazarded. 

*}■ Francoise-Lottise de la Baunae-le-Blanc, duchess of ValUere, thea 
a Dun in the Canaelites, of tlie Rue Saint Jacques at Paris, was sister 
to John-Francis de la Baume-le-Blanc, governor and grand' seneschal of 
lh« province of BouihoonoiSy who died l3th Octobfr, l67i. 
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"The king has grantei] !h«r request -wid iiasidmeed ^ 
migbt beinfoffinedy tbfttjwroiefhe a frnnpn of stpfficieqt 
-piety to visit so holy il Carmelite, be <WP9U gp -i» psflr 
«onto tell her how jniidi he shfo^s in h»r loa^. -Itter 
dame de SoubUe is returned from Fiandeva ; I bn^iie^eew 
iier, and retoBiied her vi^it to -me^ on lay arrivjal at Paris 
tfjAOtti Britany. I thongbt b^ very ^ad^^pae^ e^f^fl 
Ae cifoum^Maice of the loss of a fvaat taetb> M^ch;ha# 
a sad effect; her husfaacid is m perfest ibeakbx woA ^ 
fay as a lack. Xhe^Mii ia^ im li^d an ^spinnatkHi 
with Qyanio, and bas«hown how io^apabl^ she w^ 4i!f 
eaiMMiragiAg a oew flame* It is iiapo^bfe to ^o^ a 
greator degree .of faeaUh ihaa Abe now does ; .gsea^ 
changes Aiay happen hiefore :tbe end of aoatber day; 
inabort» she ia aow at the bigbest pitch of <i«ppioo^^ 
ahe has reoeivttd four Jiuttdred louis-d'ors fer the dr^«sa^ 
for Viilars ddterat^y - Wibef e the St. fiiuh^vt bqliday s ai« t^ 
fee spent; it isthovghit j^is party muf .he hroton «^ 
•Ad that 'nothing is ceiiaflo cespeeliag it> but the gUM^ 
expense the iadiea have heea p<at ^o. She h^^ beavi 
silly enough to dipdeepmth thesilk^m^rqer; nhe waiU^ 
lutve done better had she ^pent part of her money iB 
something else ; as it is impossible to boy anewfiui^ 
4lress is thrown away upxm her. It is wdf madesooi- 
aelle d'Elbeuf told Monsieur, that laadaine de Ripbar 
lieu paid the doke a complifneot, on madame's being 
brought to*^ed of a daughter; this has Ofccasiaae^ 
awanias of sayings and iContradictioqs^ goings and epior. 
ings, and justifications, which do not all weigh a grain. 
i seat you a iong discourse of father Le fiessu about 
the mooa ; I thmk it was in the packet of the twenty* 
fifth that miscarried, for which I am still heartily sony; 
I lonjg exceedingly to hear you speak about setting out : 
I think ypur best way will be to proceed on to Orleans ^ 
it is biu ii dgy'^ jowro^y farther; yaa wiU tbfii^ find 
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Be^uJieu^ who wiU ikSkve a^carriage ready for yoii>; end 
Uie iiQxt fflM^rnj^^ be as»urad, I wiU iDot &il to .seni 
mine t^ M^eiv,e y4>u : l^bat of Oleaog m\\ hung .your 
^0(iJ£> -iviih ^ii.yp|:|r btggage* Earn well, my deacest<: * 
tiiiiik of t^ iC^eci^^le road kom Grignan to Moiite»- 
])api^. I ^n» ;^%rtily 3orry you bave sufiferad so hhicIi 
from fhe ij|ipor^gnHie# of yow M.4e C*** : he isit^ 
l^iackj^^a Q)^^ ^andas Wod tpb: I thiok i aee your 
de^pavi^ ; it is i|i^po9siMe to be oiaster .of a foot of iand^ 
IV^|)Q^t.be^lg pl^|ie4 vitb pt thousand (^ dbose ioif ^» 

I^TTER CCQCI^J^yjJ. 

TO THB SAME. 

9f>9P 9«gMrc^# my €biW! is jt^i^pwi}^ lyott.^oiilil 

jl9V(8fP« t^ ?r<^rl4 ^ifl^ppr^Yi^ of y^owr «|E>ming to aoe 

D^e^ or ith^t any Ji^in^^ bmiiig pp¥i}d to jwurpjnaed aft 

your ^ea^ipg M. ffe OrigOM, £^ #p ^boi^ a time^ in 

or^er to gli» 19a tbU prOfif .of your Ig^vis i J am «uce it 

iprgpld biie n^uch n^ora .d^qitt \9 jpstify tbe cootrarf 

c<ttuiHCt» ^nd it would pv^zle y^ar friends a groat deal 

]SEif>ffi^ ^d an e^ccuse for jthis^ tj^ao to defend the jooi^ 

j^ yxfi ^e about to ta]fte. M^J^ yfKorself easy, therer 

f^ice, .op tb^t fi^k^cf,» ^^ ^^ afSMced, yau cannot |p«e 

^ at^ropger te^tipippy of y.OAur discre^n apd good aefiM^ 

thf^l ^y allowing tbe ail^tioin yo)i bear me on .tbis .00 

c^i^« lyfl^queTiHe wiU tell yon bU Aentiment^ joi 

thR bgfines^ ; ^nd ^ iBfl. de Qrignao must by tbis. time 

j^fkve aet out for tbeft^seiobfy* I begin to discover 4:he 

49^n of yoor ^^parture. 

M^^e de Ven^ejiil wiU p99»» her Aliballoiir-tide at 
liyms; ^be a4ce4 pe^ mrbetl^^r 4^ xnight jnnt ^paat 
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to meet yoa. I tokl her, it was not impossible. Amo* 
«lio is gimg thece likewise ; should yoa stumble upon 
Jbim, I doubt not but you will give him a handsome 
reception. I am now writing to M. de Grignan^ and to 
liis grace the archbishop, to solicit their interest and 
support on my side, against yoa. I am in no small 
perplexity ; I have been to ask leave of absence for my 
SOB, who is ill in the rheumatism at CharlevHIe : M. 
de Louvois iM me, very obligingly, that, if I wished 
it, he would ask the king ; bat at the same time that 
jny son would, by such a request, not only veryiW 
make his court to his majesty, bat would even run tbe 
jrisk of a refusal ; that the little Viilars, and many others, 
had actually experienced a denial ; that his advice to 
him was, to get cured quietly at Charleville; that, had 
M* de Schomberg*« certificate been taken of his ease, 
when with the army, there would have been no doubt 
of his obtaining leave to come home ; but that a simple 
letter would produce no effect. I have informed him of 
ftll this, and at this moment have received a letter, in 
which, without having waited for mine, he tells me ht 
is to set out witlL^i friend, who is likewise coming home, 
and that he will be with me to-morrow. 1 fcfar he will 
bring himself into a scrape in consequence of this; I 
^ill not fail to let you know. Father Le Bossu will be 
pleased to hear what you say of him. His Art Poetiqtte 
is much admired ; you felt all its beauty without know^ 
ing to whom you were indebted for so much gratifica- 
tion. You will here find a translation of St. Augustine, 
on predestination, and the perseverance i^ the righteous. 
Our friends have come off in triumph in this work; it 
is really the most beautiful and the boldest piece that 
ever was written. You will see, likewise, in another 
style, Benserade's rondeaus ; they are very different in 
merit) and, perhaps, were the good to be separated 
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from the bad, the former would be reduced to a very 
inconsiderable number ; this printing is a strange afiair.' 
I am going to tell you an extraordinary circumstance. 
Some folks send money to their husbands when in the 
army; Saint Geran sends money home to his wife; 
he tells her, that if she does not lay out the nine hun« 
dred livres he has sent her in clothes, he will not re- 
turn home from his winter-quarters, so that the little 
lady has dealt largely with the mercer, according to the 
intention of the donor. Madame de.Soubise has ap<« 
peared with her husband at court with two coifs and one 
tooth less, so that there is not a word to be said. One 
of her front teeth was a little injured, and now it is en« 
tirely gone, leaving nothing bat an immense gap, like 
that of the fat abba's ; it is a sad Joss, though she seems 
to think nothing of it. The journey to Villers-Coterets 
is set aside; but it seems the king is kind enough to 
allow the ladies to appear at Versailles in their new 
dresses. But what is most astonishing, is the prodi- 
gious expense those ladies are at, without a sixpence 
but what his majesty supplies them with. 

I seem to see you wandering over your meadows, like 
some shepherdess without her swain, solitary and tran- 
quil, and very different from the continual agitation of 
these ladies: your mind enjoys perfect repose and se* 
renity, and all your thoughts are hushed to peace, in 
comparison with the everlasting hurry of this country. * 
But what is a shepherdess when absent from her swain ? 
Your example will be the best answer in the world to 
this question. Madame de Coulanges is still troubled 
with returns of her fever, which gives great uneasiness, 
though it is^ almost the constant attendant on violent at- ' 
tacks. Langlade is returned from Frfene, where he has 
been in stiU greater danger than madame de Coulanges. 
I have paid him a visit, and must own he is charming- 
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ly ledgid mOme mlrarb* Madftoie de la' Fayette is re- 
turned fiioiB- Bt' Maraie ; . she ^a3 hacd three rirgoiar fitd o€ 
the q«]ftrta»*aigye> a etrcoimtanee at wblcb, ske* sajrs, 
shells quite' delightedi. at h^r discmiernHH ncm haffB"* 
nattei 

Fife in t)^ aften'oaife* 
Deydtt knew where*!' am? Ldefyyo«t6 goess; I 
ani^ eom^ m^- the- finest ii^ealfaer iangbittWe- to dftie^ 
vith Giir sistere in the^sttboilx*: yoirthmk Imean'tM 
&ttbeurg'S(cJaeq«eftt noi it is the> fisuiwlirg: S(&Ger* 
mam. Here-I haVe reeeifed yocw letter of the iMi; 
I am now in the hand'sotai^t hpeseiil Parish in msK 
demoiselle Rei«OAd'» eiichanlliig:*apartnieht^' fitted op 
fcNT her as benefactvees' to the hons^; she is »t lihusr^ 
t^ to go out When^ she pleaste, but^ shr sMdom diurs» 
as her pfincipttl oljject is her jottm^ to paradba I 
shall bring you here> bbth a»a relie that beioriged-to 
my grandoiotheri andf person t)fcurid9ity» that- nrast 
be pjeased to see a delightful colintry^seat; yoe will 
really be charmed with^ it. I am, therefore, geitig.tO' 
answer yoiir letter from hence. And- first of alh I coki* 
jure you to decide in-my> faydur, and to hesitS^ no 
lOBgf^r about tsdnng^ the* jouriiey* you promisedi and 
which, in reality,- ytm^we mew lamrnot the only-on^- 
who thinks you are tee - ineSolute* about grantin|^ me- 
that- pleasure* Set-out therefore, set out; you rausft^ 
certainly: h^ye tsketk yjour measurer' from -^ the time-of 
Mt de Grigoen's departure. I embraee him, and en* 
. treait'you to ^ve hkn-niy letter ; «! recotnmend to yoe« 
at' the same time,- that-of hts grace the aiNchbkbep, and- 
cannet help sayings I trust more to^ihem-thait tO your^ 
self, for adeeisio»» 

. I ha¥e satd-as yen did witb respect to^hereguk^ion; 
there i»n^ necessity; tateU them, that wb^ifr they/ai^^ 
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iH^'t^ojr cannot attend tlveassem^srly; this fbHmrs of< 
coenej aodlilnwise^ tbokt if they ate there, tbey will 
cermiiily.be^^'llm^^aipemfigt of it|. that vrwM bet siUy* 
indeed! T%ey will' iiot;bft thereat* aily. for it is nofr a) 
place where pie^Ve drop in by- accident. I bod C4>r*' 
rected tbis^ aptiele, Wttbouii» bcwever, cfaanghrg tfatr 
stose; ht^ d'Hae^d^ilto'cbiMe rather to haire it sent, 
away immediately, than to wait a week longer, allegio^ 
tbnft the bishopsr, who were ycmr fHitiidd, . would ^find no 
dfifittifty in the matter, whicbthOfse who were noty at-^^ 
wiryt wotildi tfaie intendant> at least,- oan^ne^erbe^sap-^ 
pbsed tO'ikrlinitr; but t^alfy thi» afi^ip- vexes me; Dov 
ntot yotradntire'tlie' briHlffiisy and p6w«r'<Mca»e&ed by 
the reflection of the son? iS^ mi ffmra»^ mi nUpomt shall j 
we neyer receive a single ray ? I said yesterday to the 
son of an unfortunate person^, that if with his tran^ 
scendent merit and valour, which eveii pierce through 
the gloom of his distress, he bad the same good fortune 
which others have experienced, 9 temple would have 
been^eretstedtobim: Sb-far I am right, but then this 
v^ry cirettiRBta&CB would have 'spoiled birob- 
- Y^Q have4reaseir.to say yoa coold not possibly form- 
to yottr«etf an ide» of madame de Coolangyes' in> the 
agony of death, or of M. de Coulanges in affliction. 
IM^rceold I <ha^t« believed it, had I notwttneBsed it: 
V)VelkieB8^<m'a<death^bed, and gaiety in tears, are things- 
a)tegetll€>rnildi«d4b1d. The peorsoolr hadanether fit 
yetrtiMday ; there is ^vo^escapin^ at^ once^froRi sucb dts*- 
ordei!s« When^I reflttet tfaat^ avthe* end-ef^teQ^moflthl9y. 
ny-bend^'iMi sM swelled^' I can hardiy fetbeitr laugh** 
ing; fttf^ad to^pMn^ tlM has^ Icog.been over. I shali- 
^^m Gorbkielii' tdbewa»e b9w^be'reaa«iia>w4tb yov, 
vnitm itf dcie'feitti; for be is sO' perfectly mtd>^ the! 
v^' are* noi^'Bafii^- with-: blan He- 11^ new bo^ wf itihg^ 
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rondeaus on the recovery of madams des Coulangeft ; I 
am to correct theoi, so you may judge of the perfec- 
tion of the compositioD. Adieu« tny dear child, set out, 
I beseech you, and come to me; be decided for once, 
and cease to animadvert upon the propriety of your jour- 
ney ; be assured there is no inconsisjtency in it : I am 
not singular in my opinion; every body agrees wiih 
me. 

The abbe de Pontcarre showed me yesterday what 
you wrote him about the cloak he gave away so rashly; 
it is very amuung. The conduct of our cardinal is, 
without doubt, admirable ; accordingly the world does 
him justice, and he has no reason to be dissatisfied with 
the honour he hai\ reaped from it* 

LETTER CCCCLXVIIL 

TO THE SAME, 

Ldvri, Friday, Oct. 03, 1676. 
Here is the second volume odhefrater ibr you. I sent 
a carriage for htm yesterday to. Bourget, and came my- 
self with another coach and six to meet him here, where 
I was not sure of his arrival so precisely ; chance, how- 
ever, which is sometimes droll enough, brought us all 
together at the end of the avenue ; this circumstance of 
our punctuality made us laugh. We went in, embraced, 
talked of twenty different things at the same instant, 
asked each other questions without either hearing or 
waiting for an answer. In short, the interview was ac* 
companied with the tumultuous joy, which commonly 
attends these first moments. In the mean time the gen- 
tleman limps, cries out, boasts of a rheumatism, when 
he is not in my presence ; for that it seems embarrasses 
him, and, as we have remarked of others, sipothers half 
his complaints. In my delirium I said, and I firmly 
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believed it, that my thigh was blue ; it was that which 

was the most painful ; I hare therefore allowed him to 

say he has a bke thigh, provided he will own that he 

has a green head likewise. This you will say is a strange 

composition. Do not however mention this to Mont« 

gobert: she would not fail to make a bad use of it 

against the baron this winter, who is preparing on his 

side to plague her. She writes the most diverting thingis 

imaginable both to him and me: yet we can see through 

all this good humour, that she is ill, which we are really 

very sorry for. My son will therefore remain here a 

few days, till the attestations necessary for procuring 

him his leave of absence arrive from Charleville, or till 

the troops that marched for the Meuse are returned, as 

they say they will ; because, it seems, the duke of Zel]> 

whoi threw us into this paiiic» is retired, and possibly ia 

as much or mdre afraid than we are. Such is the situ-* 

ation of our abbey ; they heartily wish I were obliged 

to leave them, in order to meet you, for it seems ther« 

is no such thing as being happy without you* Surely 

you must be determined by this time, or you never 

will ; at least you «anfiot doubt how earnestly I desire 

it. M. de Grignan must be on his way to the assem* 

hiy; injustice therefore, you ought to be on your jour« 

ney : were this the case, I should be less sorry for the 

loss of this letter, at least, than the large packet of the 

twenty *fiftb, for which I am still vexed. If you find my 

band somewhat unsteady, you need be under no ap* 

prehension on that account, it is only because my fin* 

gen are benambed with the cold. Adieu, my dearest, 

I resign the pen to the lame gentleman. It was said the 

other day, that an advertisement had been published, 

to know what had become of M. de Luxembourg's 

«krmy, and that the great Cond^ said, when he set ont» 

A fine command truly I and will last, Jfremme, till the 

▼♦l» IV. h 
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mon^ of July ! They say tocu that M. de liuxembaiirg^ 
has made a better funeral panegyric on M» de Turenoe 
than even M. de Tolte, and that cardlji^l de Bouilloa 
will give him an abbey. The manner in which you es* 
pres^ yqnrself of the cardinal;* ** free from sacrilege in 
the concla^# ai)d ^ven f^om a peqcadillo on the r«ad/' 
is adiqirable. 



FROM M. BE siviGNE. 

I AM now ifittled in ^is place, almost as well as yon 
OQuld wish. I have ft blue thigh, it is true ; bnt I can 
by no means agree to the story ef the green head. I 
should be glad, however, to exchange the bkieneas of 
the Qne for a little verdure on the other i I am. su^e I 
abould w«lk with a much better grace. I hava received 
y<irar leMer» my dear little sister, and thank yon fbr year 
oare and ^aoUcitude about me. If I am not miMaken, 
we shall b^'iatry bapf y together this winter : ye^ for 
all that, remember i told you I should never forget 
your interested Jseart ; savrog this circumstance, I shall 
have a tolerable good • opinion <of you, Iq spite of yotir 
irresolotima, ^ whiok I have heard a great many im* 
perti^ient things : we will scold yon at a more conveni- 
ent time.: oi^y come and see my dear good little mama> 
who Is woadetfully well, and as handsome as an angel. 
If you say your coming is therefore in no degree ne- 
eepsary for the recovery o( her health, I would have 
you to know it is very much, so for the preservation of 
i^; which comes to^ the same thing.— »^ Come, queen of 

' ' . . i 

* Manbal Luxembourg experienced in those days what happens to 
aiqtt grett men. He was- at first exposed to the arrows of envy and ill- 
i^atane, till «t length botli were silenced by his viotoriwi and gt?e plM« 
10 yan^gyrics snd u^iirrssl sdnto^on* 



^hc gdds-'-^^&me, grachua Gybele, cmne*/^ Yoa Willi in* 
deed» pass well enough with us for one descended from 
the skies ; but even should you come without any equi* 
pagc> you would not feel as if you had dropped from 
the clouds ; our dear pretty mamma has provided for 
feycry ihtng. Adieu, my beautiful little sister! my 
compliments and respects to M. de Grignan a thousand 
times. 

FROM MADAME DB siviCN^ 

I AM a fool ; I have committed a sin against geogra- 
phy : you do not come by Moulins at all, the Loire 
does not go that way. I ask your pardon for my im- 
pertinence : but come, and scold and laugh at me at 
the same time. 

LETTER CCCCLXIX, 

TO THE SAME. 

livri, Wednesday, Oct. 38, 1676. 
It is impossible to be more surprised than I am, at 
learning that M. de la Garde's marriage is broken off! 
It is broken off! Good God ! did not you hear the 
scream I gave ? The whole forest has repeated it, and I 
find myself happy in being in a place where I have no 
witness of my astonishment but the echoes. When I 
get to town, I can put on the air and mien of a friend, 
without difficulty. I approved of this marriage on ac- 
count of the great regard I have for him ; and for the 
same reason, I change my opinion, as he has done. 
Would to God he was disposed to accompany you ! he 

• * A ▼enc in the oper» of Atys. 
Lf 
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would be the Teiy person I could wish, of all others, U 
be your conductor. 

I am astonished the assembly is not yet opened. M. 
de Pomponne was of opinion, it would take place on the 
fifteenth of this month. So you are to pass the holi- 
days at Grignan ; but when these are over, will not you 
then, my child, think of setting out? But I have harped 
80 long on this string, and you know so well what would 
give me pleasure, that I shall say no more about it. 
The fraJler is still here, waiting the attestations which 
are to procure him his leave of absence. He limps, 
takes medicines, and though we are threatened with all 
the severity of the ancient discipline, we yet live con- 
tent, hoping we shall not be hanged. We chat and 
read ; my gossip, who sees I stay here purely out of 
love to him, complains of the rains, and omits nothing 
which he thinks may divert me ; and to say the truth, 
he succeeds to a miracle. 



FROM M. DS SEVIONE. 

The daughter of my lord Alcantor then refuses to many 
rny lord Sganarellc, who is no more than five or six and 
fifty * : I am very sorry for it, every thing was fixed, 
and all the expense defrayed. I imagine there was 
some obstacle which we were not aware of; the cheva- 
lier de la Gloire t will no longer be uneasy about it, 
that is one comfort. My mother stays here purely out 
of regard for me, who am a poor criminal daily threat- 
ened with the Bastile, or else with being cashiered. 1 
am in hope, however, that every thing will be quieted 
by the sudden return of the troops. My present con- 

• yide Moli^'s Manage Forc^, Scene ad. 
t Tlie chevaUer de Grigvan. 
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dition were enough to bring this to pass ; but this, it 
seemi^ is out of fashion. I do what I can to console 
my mother^ both in regard to the bad weather, and for 
her leaving Paris ; but she refuses to hear me when I 
mention this point. She is always reminding me of the 
care I took of her in her illness, and» as far as I can 
guess from her conversation, she is vexed that my rheu- 
matism is not general, and that I have not a continual 
fever, that she might have an opportunity of showing 
her affection for me, and the extent of her gratitude. 
It would please her exceedingly, could she once see me 
reduced to the necessity of confession ; but unluckily it 
is not likely to happen this time, so she must be con- 
tented with seeing me limp about, as M.de Rochefoucault 
was wont to do, though he now walks as nimbly as any 
one. We are in hopes of seeing you soon, so do not 
deceive us, and let us have no morie trifling ; they say 
you are much given to this sin. My beautiful little 
sister, adieu, I embrace you with all imaginable truth 
and cordiality. 

LETTER CCCCLXX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Livri, Friday, Oct. 80, 1670. 
I RECEIVE, my dear child, with the highest sense of 
your regard for me, what you tell me, with a view to 
strengthen both my heart and my mind against the 
evils of life^ to which, I own, I cannot easily submit: 
nothing can be more rational, or more worthy of the 
character of a Christian. I see your constant care is to 
preserve my splenetic feelings in good order; and per- 
haps the calm precepts of wisdom you teach me, are 
not less salutary than pleasures of a more joyous nature. 
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I wilU however, put an end to this lectore, not beeause- 
I hzve tittle to say opon the sabject if I wished to ex- 
patiate upon my sentimentv, but because I am sensible 
it IB not a proper one lor a letter. 

We are told wonders of the good qualities of the new- 
pope ^ ; all the credit of this choice falls to our friend 
cardinal de Retz* As for M. de Paris (de Harlay], the 
wonders we hear of him are of a very opposite nature : 
be has got the better of the commissaries, whose con- 
sciences were more delicate than his, in establishing the 
point, that the king has a right to nominate the abbesses 
of sereral nunneries, and particuhrly those of the order 
Qi the Cordelia resy and it is already begun to be put in 
practice, to the great scandal and ofience of every body. 
The four commissaries who were against it, are Possort/ 
Boacheral^ Pommereuil, and Fieubet. Six of the nnns' 
of Chelles have b^en sdiected to be abbesses in diBerent* 
places : La d*Oradour, it seems, is not of the nathbet; 
which mortifies her con»pletely, for she has the true sp4* 
rit and turn for the stormy little court of the cloisters* ^ 

I have been vexed to think of the little time M. de 
Grignan has been able to devote to his family ; neither 
the expense nor the business of his situation have known 
the smallest intermission. I think Provence so subject 
to commotions, and the presence of its governors, of 

• Benott Odesctlcki, Innocent XI., elected Sept. m. As. he wav 
the son of a banker, Pasquin said, *' Invenerant hominem sedentem in 
telonio." Voltaire sajfs, he was a virtuous man, a wise pontiff. Tittle of 
atheologtan, but a courageous, finn, and liberal prince. He had a 
lonj^ quanel with Lewia XIV. A speech, xemarkable fos simplicity, is 
related of him, which pioves that ha wat no great Latinist. Hu aa* 
cretary waa reading some bulls he had drawn up, and explained them to- 
him in Italian: the pope wept with joy, and exclaimed; " Che cosa 
diranno di n«i nella posteritii, quandb vedranna cosi bella latinit^ nostra !*' 
What fine things postetitjj will say of Ua, when it sees otur beautiful 
liBidn! 
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course, ao highly necessary, that I tramble lest he 
should not obtain leave of absence. I shall say no 
more about yoirr departure; you tell me it depends 
wholly on God and myself: of niy wishes and my de- 
cisions, you cannot entertain the smallest doubt, so that 
the affair, oA tlVe contrary, rests wholly on God and 
you ; let me beseech y«a, therefore, my child, &ot to 
oppose his designs^ but frankly follow the dictates of 
yoor heart, and even of yoar reason. Reproaches sting 
me fo the soiil ; which I ihiok ym will easily admit, 
when I tell yo«» ihat i wodld sacrifice, if it were ne« 
cesaary, my dearest hopes to fhem« You are reason- 
Mtp todv^im is mclre, yda love me ; yon know what 
yoa wish, what yoil ean eilbcti and what is proper fot 
yo% better than i do s it k for you to decile, and I am 
certain AL de Orignaa atid the arehbishop will cbtK^nt 
to any thing yov ptopos» ttf tbem. Adieti^ my dearest : 
I am not disposed to enter apon any other subject ; we 
are still in our ferMt: we read Saint Aogostin^, dnd 
are beeome traii ik>itrefts to predHtinatton and per« 
leferanot. 

FROM M. DS I^VIOn£. 

I CAttNOr allow that we are converted yet, and I will 
telVyoa why : we are both of opinion, ttkat the iirgQ« 
ments ef the Semipetagians are e^ttremely solid, and full 
of good seitse", while these of Saint Paul and Saint Aif-» 
gustine seem so many ine-spun cobwebs, more Worthy 
of the abb^ Tdtu^ than of them. We could have put 
up with religion tolerably well, if these two saints had" 
never written y hot tbitf is a continual stumbling-bto^k; 
Adieu, my pretty little sister: make haste and cottfe tO 
us ; I shall be heartily glad to see you, if i am net 
hanged before you arrive. . . 



124 LBTTBR8 OF 

LETTER CCCCLXXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Hfxiy Wednead^, Nor. 4, 1676. 
Nothing can be more true than the proverb, which 
a^ys, that liberty is destroyed by uncertainty. Were 
you under any sort of restraint, you would have deter« 
mined what to do long ago, and not have been like Ma^ 
hornet's coffin, suspended between heaven and earth; 
one of the load^stones would certainly^ by this time, 
have got the better of the other. You woold no longer 
be dragooned, which is a very unpleasant state. The 
voice you heard, in passing the Durance, exclaim. Ah, 
mother J mother f would pierce to Grignan : or at least, 
that which counselled you to leave it, would not haunt 
you at Briare : for which reason I maintain, that no<* 
thing can be more opposite in its nature to liberty, than 
]ndiirerence> and indecision. Can it be possible that 
the sage Ia Garde, who has, it seems, resumed all hit 
wonted wisdom, has likewise lost his free will ? Is he In" 
capable of advising you ? can he be at a loss to decide 
in this important point? you have seen that I decide 
like one of the councils. But how is it that La Garde, 
who is coming to Paris himself, cannot contrive that his 
journey may take place at the same time with yours ? 
If you do come, it would be no bad thought to take the 
way of Sully ; the little duchess would certainly con« 
rey you as far as Nemours ; at least, you would find 
aome friend or other, from day to day, so that you 
yroM have a relay of friends, till you found yourself 
in your own apartment You woold have met with 
^ better reception last timie, but your letter came so lata 
that you took every body by surprifle^ and had neatly 
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missed me, which would have been a fine circumstance 
indeed ; but we will contrive to keep clear of this in- 
convenieDce in future. I cannot help praising the che- 
valier *, who arrived in Paris on Friday evening, and 
dined here on Saturday ; was it not very good of him ? 
I was delighted to see him, and I assure you we spoke 
with g^eat freedom of your scruples. I am now going 
to take a trip to Paris. I must see M . de Louvois on 
your brother's account, who is still here without leave, 
which vexes me not a little. I want to talk to M. CoU 
bert likewise, about your pension : these two visits are 
all I have to make. I have some thought^ of going to 
Versailles, but will acquaint you whether I do so or 
not. In the mean time, we have the ^est weather 
imaginable ; the country has yet put on none of ita 
horrors, and St. Hubert has favoured the hunter ex* 
tremely. 

We are still reading Saint Augustine, with pleasure : 
there is something so great and noble in his ideas, that 
all the mischief that weak minds can possibly receive 
from his doctrine, falls infinitely short of the good which 
others may derive from the perusal. You will imagine 
I give myself the airs of a learned lady; but when yoa 
see in what a familiar style this is written, you will 
cease to wonder at my capacity. You tell me that if 
you did not love me a great deal more than you say, 
you should love me very little : I am strangely tempted 
to scold you for this, even though I should risk the 
saying an unkind or an uncivil thing : but no ; I ami 
fully persuaded you love me ; and God knows much 
better than it is possible for you to do, what a strong 
afiection I entertain for you. I am glad to bear Pauline 
is like me, she will serve to put you in mind of me« 
*' Ah, midhcrl there is no need qftJuu'* 
* De Grigian. 
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When I think M. de la Garde is with yoa at the time 
you receive your tetters, I tremble lest he shoufd spy 
oyer your shoulder the nonsense I wrote yoa * some 
days ago. This^ makes me shudder, and I cannot help 
crying out, •• Ah, sister ! sister f were I as much at 
my own disposal as you are, and heard a voice as you 
did, exclaim. Ah, mother f mother ! it would not be long 
before I was in Provence/* I cannot for my soul con- 
ceive what it is that makes you hesitate : you give 
vrhole years to M. de Grignan, and to all the family of 
the Grignans : afVer this, what law can be so cruel as 
io hinder you f1*om giving the poor pittance of four 
months to your own family ? Never was Taw of knight- 
hood, >Thich the redoubted Sancho Panga swore hy, 
half so severe ; and if don Quixote had a writer of equal 
gravity with M. de la Garde to celebrate his exploits, 
he would certainly have permitted his squire to change 
steeds with the knight of Mambrino's helmet. Em- 
brace, therefore, the opportunity of M. de la Garde, 
since he is now actually with you ; settle the affair of 
your journey in concert, and know, that you have other 
duties to fulfil, besides what you owe M. de Grignan. 
We have no doubt of your heart, but this alone is not 
sufficient ; we want proofs. Dividie your favours, there- 
ibre, between both hemispheres, like the sun, which en- 
lightens the whole world with his beneficent beams. 
Is not this an excellent argument to show you ought not 
to stay where you are ? Adieu, my pretty little sister ! 
my thigh is still blue, and I fear will continue so, all 
the winter. 

• See tbelitim u^ thi 38tb Octc^ber. 



LETTER CCCCLXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Livri, Friday, Ncft.6, 1676. 

Surely there hertt was so brrHiant a letter ad yow lasfC; 
I had some thoughts of d^mfing h back, tbart fm n^ght 
hare the pleasure of perasfnglt. I coo Id not help won- 
dering while I read it, how it wsts possible to #i^h 86 
atdently* to receive no more. This, however, w t(he Af- 
front t put on yout letters : yon sreem to treat ibhM 
much more civilly. 

This Rdmond fs certainly hetn! htm ! ^vHth the head« 
dress you know SO ^1 ; sh'e has dttisitd m thta styl^« 
as yon properly observe, that she might seem qualified 
to hear the music of the blessed above ; and our sisten 
have dotoe the saafne from the wisli of dbtammrg a fund 
of S^ven thousafitd Ifvfest, with a pieiiSii<Mr of a thousandj 
by wbkfa she is enabled* '* to goi idMr^ad when she 
libfes; And she like^ it very often/^ We tete never had' 
stich merchandise before ; bat llhie beauty of our house 
causes us to overtook every thing ; ht my own fmrl, 1 
am quite delighted wHib it : Ibr ifi my opiiii(« botb hef 
apartofirenta iM her voi^e are dvvine, hem, k^u. 

The dates yoit mentiOft in speakiof of aiadanlcl do 
Soobi^, 8nre, thank God, amongstC t'liose which httire qoite. 
escaped my memory. Some marttfed iticfFility mast 
certainly have been shown dul4«g f^ festivities at Vtr« 
^ITes. Madame de Oeolanges in^ms me that the 
tb6th iMa disappeared sific«f the^ day before yesterday ; 
iti tfhvt case, you^ will cdndode they cant hanre no tooth 

• MtAlM«^8M||a4liMts a little, fibe the Mtit <tf llbf sift 
October, 
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agaimt her. You are very amusing upon my friend's* 
illness, and at the same time it is all true. The quartan 
ague of our friend of the suburbs f, is happily at an 
end. I bare sent your letter to the chevalier %, without 
apprehension or reproof. I love him sincerely ; and 
as for my pigeon, I wish I could give him a kiss ; I have 
some idea in my head* I know not how truly^ that leads 
me to think I sbaU one day or other see all these little 
folk& I cannot understand the eight months' child ; 
pray is he likely to live a century ? I fancy the gentle- 
men that fought it out so bravely in the streets, are in a 
fair way to live as long. It would really be a very 
pretty, and just punishment, for a battle in the street in 
the midst of summer. Adieu, my dear lovely child, I 
shall finish this in the good city of Ptois. 

Friday, at Paris. 
So! here am I. I have been dining at the worthy 
Sagnors, where I found madame de Coulangea in this 
charming apartment, embellished with the golden rays 
of the sun, where I have often seen you, almost as 
.beautiful and as brilliant as he. The poor convalescent 
gave me a hearty welcome, and is now going to write 
two lines to you ; it is, for aught I know, something 
from the other world, which I am sure yon will be very 
glad to hear. She has been giving me an account of 
a new dress called transparencies. Pray, have you 
heard of it ? It is an entire suit of the finest gold and 
aaure brocade that can be seen, over which a a black 
robe, either of beautiful English lace, or velvet chenille 
like the winter laces yon have seen : this occasions the 
name of transparency, which is, yoii wdn^^L black suit, and 

• MtdunedtCoolsiiCM* f MidiB» dc la Bq|t«|lK 
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a suit of gold and azore^ or any other colour, according 
to the fancy of the wearer, and is all the fashion at pre* 
sent. This was the dress worn at the ball on St. Hu- 
bert's day, which lasted a whole half-hour, for nobody 
would dance. The king pushed madame d'Heudicourt 
into the middle of the room by main force ; she obey- 
ed, but at length the combat ended for want of com- 
batants. The fine embroidered boddices destined for 
Villers-C6terets serve to walk out on an evening, and 
were worn on St. Hubert's day. The prince informed 
the ladies at Chantilli, that their transparencies would 
be a thousand times more beautiful^ if they would wear 
them next their skin, which I very much doubt. The 
Granceis and Monacos did not share in the amusements, 
because the mother of the latter is ill, and the mother 
of the angels has been at death's door. It is said, the 
marchioness de la Ferte has been in labour there, ever 
since Sunday, *and that Bouchet is at his wit's end. 

M. de Langlee has made madame de Montespan a 
present of a robe of gold cloth, on a gold ground, with 
a double gold border embroidered and worked with 
gold, so that it makes the finest gold stuff ever imagin- 
ed by the wit of man. It was contrived by fairies in 
secret, for no living wight could have conceived any 
thing so beautifuL The manner of presenting it was 
equally mysterious. Madame de Mont^pan's mantua- 
maker carried home the suit she had bespoke, having 
made it fit ill on purpose; you need not be told what 
exclamations and scolding there were upon the occa- 
sion: ** Madam/' said the mantua-maker, trembling 
with fear, " as there is so little time to alter it in, will 
you have the goodness to try whether this other dress 
may not fit you better f" It was produced. " Ah !'* 
cried the lady, '' how beautiful ! What an elegant stuff 
a this I Pray where did you get it ? It must have falleo 
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from the clotxds, for a mortal could never hare execnWcf 
any thing like it/' The dress was tried on': it fitted to 
a hair. In came the king. " It was made for you, 
lAtfdam/' said the matitcra-m'aker. Inlmediately it Was 
Conchided that it must he a: present from some one ; 
but, from whom ? was the question. ** It is Langlee-," 
said the king. " It must be Laaigikt" said madame de' 
Montespan, " nobody but Langl^e could have thought 
df so magnificent a present: it is Langl^e, rt is Lang- 
16e ?^ Evei*y body exclaims, •* It is LangKe, it i* 
lianglfee!" The echoes repeat the sound. And I, my 
<Aild, to be in the fashi<te, say, "^ It h Langlfe.'* 

FROM MADAME DB COULANGES. 

t AM glad I did not die, madam, since you are* t6 re- 
t^irn here this wintef. I am now at your house ; I can 
no longer endure the sight of the chamber and the bed* 
trhere I lay in the agonies of death. Why do ni6t you 
come and make your appearance like the rest, in your 
transparency ? You will be very glad, no doubt, to sa^v^ 
your brocade; and I could swear there is no one so*pro« 
^er to take the advice of his highness about it sis yon. 
Pray how do you like this fashion ? You are the fifst 
person f have wt-itten to with my own hand : tbere i9 
something between us, though I know not well what ilf 
is. The abbe Tfttu is not yet in winter-quarters. Adietr; 
madam: I wish for yOUr return with sincei^ity dntf 
ardour. 

PROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

This is an e^ellent style for a dead- woma». Wtf 
htugfaed heairtily at what you said of her and M, i^ht 
6rarde, when yotf eompvred* the extremity* t6 trUHtch 



they have both been reduced, and from which they 
haye both recovered: this proves, that wisdom, like 
yoatb, returns to us from a great distance. I expect 
d'Hac%a€!vi44e and the chevalier de Grignan every bm^-»' 
ment, to form my cewicil of war, and to inform me q£ 
the destiaj of the poor baron, whom I left at LiTFi inl 
^ very knae and forlorn condition. Adieu, my dear : 
if yoa hsrre come to the determination we wish, I hopei 
my letter mil fiod yoa on your journey. 

LETTER CCCCLXXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Livriy. Wednesday) Nov. lly 1676. 
Ttfis letter, I presume, will hardly ^ad yoa at Gri-* 
gaan ; though I am still at a lo^ to imagine what reso* 
hition you have formed, or to guess what it is yon cai» 
possibly have to repent of. You tell us repentance 
will certainly follow your resolution; your having re- 
solved to come by way of Lyons, can surely occamon 
you no regret ; since, by doing so, you will give real 
pleasure to every one ; and, at the same time, aequit 
yourself at once of your promise and obligaitba. Fov 
uy part, I put my confidence ia M. de Grignan, and 
am convinced it is to him alene I shall be indebted Urn 
what I wish with so much ardour. 

I returned to thi^ place on Mohday. My son wsatt 
till the troopa have taken certain measures : I was ad- 
vised against soliciting his leave of absence, so that he 
leadsy in a manner, the life of a monk in this abbey* 
He is glad I keep him> company, and tells ale>^ the 
strongest proof he caa giye of his love for me, is the 
great desire he has to send me away to meet you. 
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FROM MONSIEUR DE s£v1Gn£« 

Tmm reason alone could have rendered my dear little 
mother's departure tolerable* You will rery soon know^ 
by experience, the pleasure of seeing her after a long 
absence. I am still in the first transports of ecstasy : 
but when going to meet the dirinity of Provence, 
whose charms have been so long hid from our eyes» it 
in question, every obstacle must fiy before such an 
object. 

Ce droit saint et sacr^ rompt toot antfe lien*. 

I am in hopes, too, this exile of mine will be of no 
long continuance. There is hardly a doubt of the re- 
turn of the troops; and it is not unlikely I may arrive 
m Parb on the same day you do. Adieu, my ador« 
able little sister, whom I love with all the tenderness I 
am capable of. 

FROM MADAME DE siviGNE. 

Should it happen that you are not yet set out, it is I 
wlfo shall have reason to repent of my civilities towards 
you. I shall, in this case, be fully persuaded, that 
one ought never to remit the payment of a bill of ex- 
change. I have thought of this a thousand times. The 
ivor% is delighted 'with your kind remembrances* 
Farewell, my beloved child ; I have no news for you. 
Suanto danced every dance at the last ball, as if she 
had been but twenty, and performed admirably. Every 

body is of opinion . But;, adieu : I am perfectly 

well; think no more about my health. 

• This focied right breaks each mMon tit* 



LETTER CCCCLXXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Livri, Friday, Nov. 1 J, 1676. 

After all^ then^ you are at Lambesc, and at the very 
instant I was looking out for you, you are on the road 
towards the Durance : I ought to be as great a philoso* 
pher as yourself, to be able to bear with this. You 
little know the love I feel for you, if you omit any of 
the precautions you mentioned in your letter, in order 
to alleviate my sufferings on this occanon : you cannot 
be deceived in these, and the fault will lie wholly at 
your door, if I do not believe in your promises ; after 
having fuliilied all the duties that could be expected 
from you in Provence, I think you must be eager to 
discharge what you owe to me. But I cannot help ad-* 
miring the connexion there is between me and the 
public affairs : the overplus of what is wanted at your 
assembly mu9t fall to my lot. As soon as I was in* 
formed of this circumstance, it pierced me to the heart; 
and as I know you sufficiently, I immediately perceived 
you were unwilling to leave M. de Gngnan. It is cer- 
tainly, as you say, one of the greatest events that can 
happen in a province ; you will, no doqbt, be extremely 
useful to him ; and I am obliged to own, that nothing 
can be more becoming or worthy of you than such a 
conduct. I assure you, 1 much dread this consultation, 
when I reflect on the pains M. de Grignan has been at» 
to bring them to five thousand livres. I am wholly at 
a loss to conceive how he will be able to double the 
dose. I have always in my head the idea of a press 
which is drawn so tight, that at last the rope breaks. 
I entread you to aend me the detail of the whole busi« 
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fiess; I am more taken up with the affairs of Lambesc, 
than with those of Saint Germain ; inform me of these, 
instead of answering my letters. Be sitre^ too, not to 
forget the account of the adventures you promised me; 
I love you should have something to acquaint me witfa. 
Yoa did well tolcare your baggage at Grignan; I wish, 
ODce for all, that you would return to the affair of jrour 
journey; you bafe made such a beginnings that I should 
miteb sooner expect to find you at Rome than at Paris. 
I am going to take a trip to the good city, in order to 
proceed with my men for St. Germain, on the businesa 
of your pensioii* after whicb^ I shall bide myself ag aia 
ift this forest with the poor frater; his wheie employ* 
flfeent is f o find amusement fdr me^ ami I asi permaded 
he thiid» me the best companion in the world. I rs^ 
sign the pen to him, and embrace. yoa witb the most 
uofeigned tenderness. 

FROM M. DS S£YIGn£. 

It is trtte, I aim very glad to be hefe with my motlier,- 
atid thttf I am not a little vexed when she goes tfway^ 
from me. I could have been sattsfted to have parted- 
with her, had dhe left me to go in quest of you ; bat I, 
cArtAot 80 well reconcile myself to her leaving me £sr 
your pension, though I allow it miist not altogether b^ 
neglected. My zeal for the king's service, and the at* 
tention that must be paid to it, leave me no doubt of 
the reasons that hinder your departure ; I consider them- 
worthy of you : your character would shine well on the 
stage ; it never varies from the unities, and supports 
itself throughout to the very last scene of the drama. 
This extraordinary perfection makes me hope you wiH 
preserve the same uniformity in your conduct to me,* 
I wish it, as- 1 love you with aH my soul : b. Mi tWs^ 
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enoagh, think you, to deserre your regard f Yott never 
fail to attack me on a certain point, so as to give me to 
understand the superiority yoa have over me : but cai> 
you think that a man, who was capable of pleasing 
m^emoiselle Agara, the mistress of five hours, for a' 
whole winter, should be unworthy of being your bro- 
ther ? Do you remember what a pair of eyes she rolled f 
It is true, I was somewhat disposed to take a nap of an' 
evening; but da not you do the same in a morning? 
Yoa know not the pleasures of a sciatica; it is a de*' 
lightful thing at nighty though it is far from having the* 
same pretensions in the day. Adieu, my beautiful' 
Vitt\e sister, I will give yon time to be present at the 
Salvo, that is to be said over me, I conjure you* to^ 
oome to us speediJy, if it be only to save my mother 
the trouble of writing to you so erften: for my par^ I^ 
talk to her in vain; 



LETTER CCCCLXXY. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, Nov. 17, Itf7e. 
Ah, ray child, the word indifference should not be used, 
in speaking of any of the sentiments of my heart for 
you. You say it appears in one of my letters ; I have 
good witnesses as well as you, of the ardour with which 
r wish to see you: but in the midst of this real affec- 
tion, I had fortitude enough to give you your liberty, 
being persuaded, that if it had been in your power to* 
Come, that very circumstance would have hastened' 
your departure, rather than have retarded it ; and that, 
in case you could not come, you would rather adopt' 
sellable resolutions, than bring sorrow and reproaches 
^Vith you. This made me write five or six lines which pier-' 
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ced my heart with grief; bat if it be true, as I believe 
it \s, that your affairs will not suffer by it» and if you 
are willing to let me enjoy the pleasure of seeing you 
again ; believe, once for all, without doubt or scruple, 
that there is notiiing in the world I desire so much : 
and afler giving M. de Grignan this proof of your love, 
which I highly approve upon so extraordinary an oc* 
casion as this, take the resolution of coming immedi- 
ately, without waiting for him : a hundred accidents 
may happen to detain him. It would not be honour- 
able for him to ask leave of absence, if the king should 
set out in March ; perhaps, too, a cessation of arms 
may take place, as the pope requires : but, in the midst 
of all these uncertainties, be decided, and come with a 
good heart and a good grace, to communicate to me the 
most lively joy I am capable of feeling in this world. 
I am convinced M. de Grignan will readily consent to 
it; he writes to me with such an air of sincerity, that I 
cannot doubt it. A longer uncertainty would be pre- 
judicial to that health which you love so much; I 
therefore yield myself up entirely to my former hope, 
and am persuaded you will come according to your 
promise. 

I have been here since Sunday. I wished to go to 
St. Germain to speak to M. Colbert about your pen- 
sion; I was very well attended : M. de St Geran, M. 
d^Hacqneville, and others, consoled me previously for 
the cold reception I eicpected. I saw him. I spoke to 
him about this pension ; I touched upon your constant 
occupation and zeal in the service of the king; I touch- 
ed upon the great expense which persons in your sta- 
tion are obliged to incur, and which would not allow 
of your neglecting any thing to support them ; I added, 
that it gave the abb6 Grignan, and myself, much con- 
cern to hnportune him upon the suhject: all this was 



UABAMB DB SKVIGnI* 2^7 

concise and proper enough ; but it will not take me so 
long to tell you his answer: '' Madam^ I will think of 
it'* He then led me to the door, and my negotiation 
ended*. I went to dine at M. de Pomponne's ; the 
ladies were not there ; I did the honours of the house 
to seven or eight courtiers^ and returned without seed- 
ing any one : they would have spoken to me of my son 
and daughter, and what answer could I ha?e made? 
This is the history of my expedition, and I am very 
much afiraid it will prove of no manner of service to you. 
I hope, however, to succeed in time, but it is too cer* 
tain that nobody has yet been paid. If you employed 
one of your domestics in an affair of importance, and 
if, at the same time^ he should beg you to pay him a 
pistole that was due to him, would you hesitate to do 
it? But that is not the fashion at court. I am advised 
by every body not to ask leave of absence for my son^ 
but wait the result of affairs in Germany; that, how- 
ever, is a little tedious; and after I have passed a few 
days more at Livri, I shall return to Paris, provided I 
may have the hope of seeing you there ; for if it were 
not ibr that, I assure you I should prefer Livri to the 
metropolis. 

Gaming is no longer so universal as it was at Ver« 
sailles. Every thing is at St. Germain upon the same 
footing as formerly. M. de Pomponne informs me, that 
our cardinal makes a great noise at Rome ; there scarce- 
ly comes a letter from thence, that is not full of his 
praises; they would gladly have detained him there to 
assist the pope with his advice ; he has acquired addi« 

* Laconic as thU answer was, it was a great efibrt and mark of at> 
tendon. Colbert generally maintained a strict silence and complete im- 
mobilitj. Madame de Conrael, out of patience at such a reception, 
said to him oae day, " Make some aigO} at leasts tir$ that yon hear 
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ttonal feme %a hk lasl journey. He passed throttgk 
Grenoble in order to tisit his niece; I do not mean his 
beloved niece : it is a great misfortune to have no hopes 
of ever seeing him again ; I must own that this is one of 
4be reflections Ibat make me melancholy. Peace is 
made in Poland^ but in a manner somewhat romantic. 
The hero* at the head of fifteen thousand men, though 
•urrounded by two hundred thousands forced them^ 
sword in hand, to sign the treaty. He had posted 
himself £o advantageously^ that nothing similar to it 
has been seen since the time of Calprenedef ; this is 
the best news the king could possibly receive, on ac* 
ooont of the great number of enemies which the king 
of Poland and the grand signior will take olF our hands. 
Marseilles (the bishop) sent us word, that he had great 
difficulty in concluding this peace; I suppose as much 
$M when this brave king was elected |. 
. Dangeau has thought proper to make presents aa well 
as'Langlee; be has beggared the farro*yard of Ciagni; 
has collected for 2000 crowns the most amorous turtle^ 
the fattest sows^ the cows most fall of milk> the sheep 
with l)he best fleecers the finest goslings, and yesterday 
caused the whole tribe to pass in review, like that of 
Jacob in your cabinet at Grignan. 

Your letter of the 10th is just arrived; I am truly 
pleased with the good resolution you have taken; it will 
be approved by every body, and you can hardly con« 
ceive the joy it gives rae^ In the vexation which your 
uncertainties occasioned me, I was going to tell you^ 
that, far from loving me as much as you said, you 
loved me a great deal less, because you declined com- 
ing to see me ; thus have I explained- away the rude« 

♦ John Sd>Ieski, king of Potaod. 

f The sutiior of several celebrated romancet. 

t This election happened on the lOtb of Mtj, 1674. 
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\ I was gttiky of: but now I chftnge my laoguage* 
fit the sanie tixne that I change my peevish humour for 
r^al joy. I believe yours wa9 not iucoqaideraUe at see* 
ii^ c^dinal 4e bouillon; you had doqbtless a grieat 
de^l to aay to each other. What I have loU you of 
cardinal de Betz, agrees very well Mrith all you hiive 
said qpncerDing him : I do not doubt you feel as much 
grief a« I dp, at the thoughts of seeing him no more. 
I mi very well pleased with yoi>r guides ; do not fail 
to appose n^ of every step you take* I am very glad 
to hear that the assembly was opwed properly, and 
that the speech made upon the oecasion was both ele- 
gant and well delivered. I shall go to-«morrow to Livri 
to speirf four or five days with your brother: smd shall 
then return to this place, having nothing now to think 
of bat your arrival^ and whatiever relates to it. 



LETTER CCCCLXXVI. 

TO THE SAMP. 

Livri, Friday, Nov. 20, I676. 
Happin]£ss, like misfortunes, never comes alone. I hud 
received your letter of the 10th, which pleased me 
highly I I answered it immediately, and about an hour 
after received a note from the chevalier dc Grignan^ 
who wrote me word from St. Germain, that the ene- 
mies of the baron were retiring, and instead of hob- 
bling to meet hi& company, as he had intended, he 
would be at liberty to return in five or six days ; and 
that, in all probability. La Fare * would be the dove 

' * M. de la Fare ivas • ub-lievteaant of the company of the dauphin*! 
gto^Tarmet, in whieh M. de flevign^ was ensigu} he boqght the com- 
oMea of the mttuU de la Faiein ^inw 1677. 
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that was to bring the oliTe-branch. He, at the same 
limey gave me to understand^ that your pension would 
shortly be paid. This intelligence greatly railed my 
spirits, and I returned yesterday to meet my son» who 
at least went halves with me in my joy. Our stay here 
will be very short; I shall now employ myself entirely 
in preparing to give you a good reception^ and to 
go to meet you. I send a thousand remembrances to 
your two guides; they are the worthiest people m the 
world. I shall see cardinal de Bouillon as soon as he 
arrives. I believe Vemeuil will write the life of the 
hero well : what you say of the conclave is extraor- 
dinary ; but I cannot easily conceive how the cardinal 
should pass near enough to visit you, and should ne- 
glect it. He expressed so much friendship for you, that 
it is difficult to imagine, he should have a stronger de- 
sire to see his niece of Sault, than his dear niece: in 
short, he did not think proper to visit you. I hope 
you will reconcile yourself more easily than I do, to 
the thought of never seeing him again : I was bom to 
perish by the absence of those I love. 

Great hopes are entertained of peace, and 1 doubt 
not but you will be able to procure M. de Grignan leave 
to retire, if things do not take a new .turn. Madame de 
Vins passed a whole day with me ; she appears to me 
to have a great affection for you, and an earnest desire 
to be once more in your company. 

F)lOM MONSIEUR DE SEVIGnI. 

I DID not doubt that you would feel the comparison of 
the sun, aifd that it would have the effect on you to 
make you hasten your journey, to complete the resem- 
blance between you and that luminary. I have great 
hopes we shall not be hanged; our enemies are goings 
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and my liberty comes of coarse. With regard to M. 
lie Grignan, I otiderstand the people of Province are 
more docible than I though them, so that our faaiily 
wiU not siififer atiy disgrace this time. You hare seeii 
the little cardinal; I am sorry the great one was net 
there too; sacb an inter^iew^ which might properly 
have< been called a last adiea, would hare given yo«. 
pleasure, notwithstanding the melancholy reflections 
which must attend it. Adieu, my charming sisfier! 
adieu, my sun ! you will do well to come and warm 
us; for at present the planet so called acquits himself 
but ill of faia duty; we must not, however, complain of 
him. 



LETTER CCCCLXXVIL 

TO TH£ SAME. 

Livri, Wediiesd^, Nor. 35, I676. 
A^ I was walking in this avQBue, T saw a courier arrive. 
" Who is it?'*—" It ia Pomier."— *« This indeed is ad- 
mirable. And when will my daughter arrive V* — " Ma- 
dam, she mu^ be already upon her journey. "-<•" Come, 
then, let me embrace you. And is the gift of your 
assembly granted ?*' — " It is, madam.*'—" At what 
sum ?"— " At eight hundred thousand livres.*' This h 
all well ; our press is strong, we have nothings to fear; 
we need only pull the c6rd ; it is strong too, there is no 
danger of its breaking. At last, I opened your letter, 
and am delighkd with its contents. I easily discover 
the two charatters, and perceive you arie really pre« 
paring forytev departure. I say nothing of the joy 
this gives me. To-morrow I set out for Paris with my 
son ; he is no longer in danger. I wrote a lirfe to M. 
de Pomponne, to fecooimend our courier to him* Yoa 

VOL. IV. w 
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haire finft fvesther for yoar JQurney, but f aa appre* 
liensif e of the frost. The cairnfpe shall lacet yoo 
wheKTer yoo think proper. I am sendu^ aMvay Fo- 
Mier* tlial he may go this evening to VemHks ; I oiean 
to St, CrertnaiB. I blunder in every thing, I an so 
hnrriod. I am at present perfectly we\i in healthy and 
embrace yon a thousand times. 



LETTER CCCCLXXVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, Nov. 27, 167S. 

At length, my beloved and amiable child, I direct 
this letter to you at Valence ; this change gives me the 
highest satisfaction. I hope you have passed with cau- 
tion the dangerous banks of the JRhone, and that yeu 
will write to me, in order to let me know where to send 
a carnage to you ; if you wish it to come to Briare, I 
iihaU approve it highly, and will take care to send it, 
exactly when you waut it. I returned yesterday from 
Livri, and brought your brother with me, because La 
I^are is arrived, and the whole business concluded. 
Upon my arrival, I saw the chevalier de Grignan, M. 
d'Hacqneville, madame de Yins, and M. de ia Trousse: 
your return was the chief subject of our conversation. 
I wrote you word, that I had seen Pomier at Livri, and 
that I sent liim to St. Germain with a note for M. de 
Pomponne. He is just returned ; he has presented 
yonr letters to M. de Pomponne, who received them 
very graciously ; the news of the grant of eight hun- 
dred thousand livres was very acceptable to the king, 
awd to all his ministers. The order for your poision is 
promised on Monday next; I will see to it. Madame 
de Vins engages to procure M. de Grignan leave to re- 
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tire. His ^ajest j was dressed so superblfi that erery 
body present was pazzled to know what it »e«nt. 
Aiien, my dear chiM : I know tiot how tt happens, %ot 
I ani tired of writing to you ; what can this mean? 
Have I tben ceased to )o^ you ? I do not think i hare, 
and I believe yoo do not think so. I long to hear year 
voice, and to prove tny ailfection for yon otherwise thvk 
bywords. 



LETTER CCCCLXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Piris, Wednesday, Dec. 9, 1576, 
I MUST address another letter to you at Lyons. I ex- 
pect one from you this evening : I shall make a strange 
noise, if I hear you have deferied your departure. I 
am going to scold you, my child, for two or three 
things : you did not tell me how you found the little 
nun at St Mary's; yet you know how much I love her. 
You did not mention the affair of the agents of Pro- 
vence, I have forgotten the third accusation ; if I re- 
collect it, you shall hear of it. I may be as angry as 
I please, now you are at Lyons; for you will hardly 
go back to Grignan ; btit if you were still at Aix, you 
would think me in so ill a humour as to decline coming 
to set me. In order to revenge myself, I have just 
sent M. de Grignan a letter, which contains the most 
agfeeable intelligence. M. de Pomponne has obtained, 
very seasonably, our five thousand livres. The kiiig^ 
when he granted the pension, said, laughing, "You 
tell me every year that it shall be the last time/' To 
this M. de Pomponne answered, with a smile, *^ Sire, 
all pensions are spent in your service/' His majesty 

m2 
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was informed 'likewise, that the roarqutsof 9t Andtol* 
was agent for the country : this made the king smile a 
second time ; and he added, ** that he saw plainiy that 
M. de tSrignan had been concerned in that nomina- 
tion/' — " Sire/* said M. de Pomponne, *« the election 
was carried unanimously, without a dissentient voice/' 
Thus the conversation ended. 

Ahi I have found the third subject I had to scold 
you about: if you had asked the place of seneschal of 
Grasse a little sooner, you would have obtained it ; the 
chevalier de Sequiran applied for it, and it was granted 
to him about three weeks ago ; he sold it for ten thou- 
sand livres, a sum which would have been of great ser- 
vice to you^ There is nothing lost by proposing cer- 
tain things: we have, at least, the pleasure of dmco-> 
vering whether they are feasible. Adieu, my dear 
daughter, I have scolded you enough now ; 'and this 
first gust of ill humour blown over, you shall meet with 
nothing but mildness, tenderness, and transports of joy, 
in embracing you. The chevalier and Corbinelli have 
resolved not to write to you any more. The abb6 de 
la Victoire f fnoriuus et sepuUus est (is dead and buried), 

LETTER CCCCLXXX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Sunday evening, Dec. 13, .1676. 
What do I not owe you, my beloved child, for under- 
going so much trouble, fatigue, languor, cold, frost, and 
broken rest ! I have, as it were, suffered all these in- 

• Laurence Veiadier, marquis of St. Andiol, brother-in-law •( M. 
de Gfignan. 

t Theabb^Lenet. 
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ronveniences with you ; you were never a moment 
from my thoughts ; I followed you every where in my 
imagination ; and a thousand times I thought I was not 
worth the trouble, to which you put yourself on my ac- 
count; I mean with regard to some particular points, 
for my tenderness and friendship greatly enhance my 
merit with you. Good God, what a journey, and in 
what a season ! You will arrive precisely on the short- 
est. day of the year, and will consequently bring back 
the sun to us. I have seen a device, which suits me 
•xactly ; it is a leafless tree, apparently dead, with thi» 
inscription round it. Fin cht sol ritomi (till the sun re- 
turns). What think you of it, my child ? I have now 
no more to say to you of your journey, nor a single 
question to ask you upon that subject ; we will draw 
the curtain orer twenty days of the most extreme fa- 
tigue, and will endeavour to give a different course to 
your animal spirits, and fliiferent ideas to your imagin- 
ation. I will not go to Melua ; I am apprehensive that 
a dissipation, so little conducive to repose, might make 
yon pass the night badly : but I shall expect you to 
dine with me at Villeneuve St. Georges ; you will find 
the soap warm; and, without doing injustice to any 
one, you will there meet a person, who loves you better 
than the whole world. The abbe will wait for you in 
ypur own ^artment, which shall be well lighted and a 
good fire in it^ My tiear child, how great is my joy ! 
can I ever feel more exquisite happiness ? 

N. B. Madame de Grignan arrived at Paris at this period, and did 
not return to Provence till June 1677- 
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LETTER * CCCCLXXXI. 

mO«r THS COITNT DE BIJSST TO MADAME D£ siviGNE. 

d)MB> madamj let us resume oor correspondence, f 
was very sorry to leave you. I bad began to accustom 
myself to you again \ ?^A if any tbiog can reconcile wm 
ta the pain of being separated from you, it is the bop«( 
of receiving your letters. They give me so much plea- 
sure, that if! could pass n»y life with yoo, wUch vroaM 
be the greatest happiness 1 could enjoy> I should some- 
times leave you, merely for the sake of writing t«, and 
hearing from, you. Let us« therefore, make good vm 
of the time daring which fortune bat thought fit to se* 
parate us; and^ above al!> let ns not take things too 
much to heart ; for this is the way to shorten tlit pemd 
of life. By things*. I do not mean the afikiri of this 
world onlyj I include also those of the other. In my 
opinion, the too great fear of being damned, is being 
damned already. There is reason in all things. Let 
us do good, and rejoice. In matters of coosdence, twi 
nMich nicety cteates heresies. I wish to go no Hartber 
tbaa paradise. I give you this Httie lecture, madam. 
because I know not to what degree of pcrlectioa you 
T|iay aspire i and besides the impossibility of attaining 
it in your situation. I even consider it useless. Let as 
secure our salvation by the means oor good kinsman St. 
Francis de Sales points out, who leads people to pa- 
radise by a very pleasant road. 

I have no doubt that when you read this letter to the 
beautiful countess, she will exclaim that it savours 
strongly of father Rapin and father Bourdaloue. I 
know not whether they think as I do upon this subject. 



MADAME BS sItiGHE* f 47 

Imt I assoFe ymi tkese sentiments are milirely my ovtii, 
»nd that there is only one council that coald make me 
ehange them. The little widow and I arrived here last 
Satunlay. I have hitherto felt all the inconvenksices 
arisii^ from a new establishment: hot I now begin t» 
hreathe^ and 1 eoold receive you here if yon would 
cMide s cw iA to honour Bourbitly with a visit. What* 
ever you do, Tet me fcnew, for you will not come near 
this plac^ if I do not meet you. Adieo^ my dear 
eown ; I assure yon I love you more than ever. 

LETTER * CCCCLXXXIL 

raoiV BCADAME DE SEVXGNE TO THE COUNT DE BUSSY. 

A6RU»« my dear couaiti : I am very willing to resume 
oiif cortespondence. Yon hegan> yon say» to be ac- 
CMtemod to me again. For a long time it has only 
been necessary for us to meet« to love one another as 
much as if we passed our whole Itvei together; and 
there is» beaideiip some tittle congeniality of dispositiiNi 
which runs in our bloodi that would involnntarily attack 
us to each other, even if we did not consent to it with a 
good grace. We both dread melancholy so much, thai 
we mutually console ourselves for our separation by 
the pleasure we receive from our letters* Let us enjoy 
this happy humour, my dear cousin ; it will carry us a 
great way. For my part, I am quite well, and it ia 
only to accompany my daughter on her journey^ thtt I 
am going to Vichi. The pleasure of being there With 
her, will do me infinitely more aervice than the walnia.. 
I ask your pardon, good cousin, if I am not so manag^e- 
able on the subject of her absence, as on yours. Pro- 
vence grieves me, and my spleen is ai&cted in all our 
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«BparfttioDs. I shall go with her as far ai Lyoiia *, and 
sbf fl then reinrn to £ourbi)ly> or rather^ to j^oissee^ 
for the mansion of our forefathers is not in a slate to 
KceiTe me. If you would take a little trip to Forleaiut 
at that time^ you would add yery much to my comfort. 
I should like our widow to be there with you. I have 
a great aflection for her : she has wit and good sense, 
and a gentleness and modesty that pleases me. She is 
never eager to show that she is wiser than others, andl 
she kno.ws much more than she affects to do : she says 
and does every thing with peculiar gisR:e ; in short, she 
merits the high esteem we bear ber. I shall follow your 
advice in the noble conBdence you think it necessary 
we should feel with regard to our salvation : I even fear 
you will teach roe the fervent prayer you use every 
morning, which exempts you from devotion the rest of 
tlie day: this, to say the truth, is very convenient; 
but it is, at the same time, all we can do to get to pa» 
radise, for we shall certainly go no farther. This is the 
opinion of the Proven^ale. 

To ronclude, I commend to you my panegyric at the 
bottom of my picture: you had given me a merit I did 
not before possess, in your respect. It is dangeroas to 
pass this boundary. Ho who passes, loses; and praises 
become censures, when they may be suspected of 
being insincere : every thing in the world is cut dia«* 
mond-wise ; it reflects in all directions. 

Have you not heard that my son has been in treaty 
for the sub-lieutenanoy of the dauphin's gens*d'armes 
with La Fare, for twelve thousand crowns, and his flag? 
This is a very pretty situation : it will bring us in forty 
thousand crowns f, and is worth the interest of the 

* This pfojfct was not aecuted. 

t 1« Fare, in bia Menwii^y say* 90,000 Uvret. 
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money. He will be at the head of his troop, M de la 
Trousse being lieutenant-general. Peace will makt 
this office still more desirable than war. If I hare told 
yon this before, as I suspect I have, it will do you n^ 
barm to bear it a second time. Adieu : I embrace yoit 
and my niece with great affection. Indeed, my dear 
cousin, from the way in which you solicit favours of 
the king, you ought to be heard. 



LETTER CCCCLXXXm. 

MADAME D6 SEVIGnI TO THE COUNTESS DE GRIGNAIf* 

Paris, Tuesday, Jane 8, 1677* 
Nb, my child ; I shall say nothing, not a single word, of 
my sentiments for you ; the affections of my heart are 
sufficiently known to you; but can I conceal from yea 
the uneasiness I feel on account of ycmr health ? I had 
not before been wounded in this pari; the first trial is 
a severe one ; I pity you for having the same anxiety 
upon ray account; would to God my apprehensions 
were as groundless as yours are ! My only consolation 
^arises from the assurance M . de Grignan has given me, 
that he will not push your fortitude too far; be is in- 
trusted with a life upon which mine entirely depends: 
that, indeed, is no reason why he should double his care; 
his own love for you is the strongest reason that can be 
assigned. In this confidence, my dear count, I again 
recommend my daughter to you: observe her well; 
speak to M ontgobert ; take your measures jointly in an 
affair of such importance. Dear Montgobert^ I depend 
greatly upon you. Ah> my dear chikl, you will not 
want for any care from those that are aboat you I but 
ihair care will avail you nothing, if you do not watcb 
over yourself. You think yourself better thaa 90f 

u5 
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kodji else does; and if you imagine that yoa baye 
•treiigth en^ogb to go to Grignan, aad soon afkr find 
Jroontlf too weak to return to Paris; in short, if tba 
phyaicians of that country^ wkw will be unwilling to 
lose tbo credit of yottr core^ sfaoQld redoce yoa to a 
state of stift greater weakness ; do not think I shall bo 
able to support such an aftiction. Bat I am willing to 
hope that you will do well» to the shame of this coaatry. 
I shall not be very uneasy about the disgrace it will 
bring on our native air« provided I hear yoo are in a 
better state of health. I am at present with the good- 
natured La Troche» whose frieudsliip is peculiarly en- 
gaging ; no one else suited me : I shall write to you 
again to-morrow ; do not deprive me of this my only 
Consolation. I have a great desire to hear from yoo : 
for my part, I am in perfect health; weeping does me 
no harm; I have d*med» I am now going in quest of 
madame de Vins> and mademoiaslle de Men. Adieu, 
ny dear cbildien! the carriage which I saw drive ofl^ 
entirely engrosses my mind, and is the subject of all 
my thoughts* 

PROM MADAME DE LA TaOCHB. 

My dear friend is come to communicate her afBiction to 
me. She has just dined, and is now a little calmer than 
she was; be careful of your health, beautiful countess^ 
and all will be well ; do not deceive her concerning it, 
or, to speak more properly, do not deceive yourself; 
watch Over yourself with attention, and do not neglect 
the least pain or heat you feel in your chest: it is of 
the highest consequence both to you and your amiable 
mother. Charming countess, adieu! I assure yoa I 
am very anxious about her healtli, and am yo«rs with 
ttie most sincere afiectioni 
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LETTER CCCCLXXXiV. 

to TflE SAME. 

Paris, Wedncsdsiy, June 9, 1677. 
I WENT yesterday to see madame de Yins, and made* 
moiselle de M^ri^ as I informed you; they had neither 
of thena received the notes which I desired you to write 
for them : this disappointment made me in great wrath 
with the handsome abbe. I was sorry I did not take 
upon myself the care of aM your Kttle dispatches; I 
love to be punctual. But, my dear child, how are you f 
Have you slept well ? You are set oat, though it \6 
but six o'clock in the morning. Madame de Coulanges 
sends to desire me to caU upon her at CharlevilTe, where 
she is, in order to go and dine at Versailles with M. de 
Louvois, whom I should not see for a long time without 
that opportunity. I shall therefore take this little ex* 
cursion ; M. de Barillon accompanies us. 

I am in excellent health ; would to God you had 
recovered your good constitution as I have mine t your 
health is, at present, my only care. I heard yesterday> 
that nothing is better for your disorder than chicken 
broth, and that madame du Frenoi in a great measure 
owed her recovery to it. Mademoiselle de M^ri haft 
acquired more skill by her experience in sickness, 
than a physician in health ever did by his teaming and 
practice ; she will soon write to you, and send me her 
letter. Adieu, my angel ! I speak to you as you always 
speak to me ; remember that my health depends wholly 
upon yours, and that nothing upon earth can do 00 
good but your recovery. 



t5$ ' LSTTtM OF 

USTTER CCCCLXXXV. 

TO TBI SAME. 

Parisy Friday, Jane 11, 1677- 
I CANNOT help thinking, that if I had no pain except 
in my chest, and . yoa had none except in year head, 
^e should neither of us complain; but the state of 
your lungs gives me great uneasiness, and you are 
equally anxious ahout my head : well, for your sake^ I 
fvill do more for it than it deserves; and I beg that 
you will, in return, take carei to wrap yourself in cotton. 
I am sorry you wrote me so long a letter upon your 
arrival at Melun; at that time repose was what yoa 
chiefly wanted. Take care of yourself, my dear child : 
do not alarm yourself with groundless fears ; endeavour 
to come and finish your visit, since, as you say, destiny, 
or rather Providence, has, contrary to all reason, made 
that which you intended me so aJiort. Ybu will be 
much more capable of putting this design in execution 
when in healths than in your present languishing state; 
and since you are desirous that my heart and head 
should be perfectly at ease,' never think that they can 
be so if your disorder should increase. What a dismal, 
what a melancholy day was that of our separation! 
You wept, my dear child, and that is an extraordinary 
thing in you ; in me it is not so, it is the eftect of con- 
stitution. The circumstance of your ill state of health 
contributes greatly to increase my * sorrow : I think, if I 
had nothing to suffer but being absent from you for a 
time, 1 could bear it well enough ; but the idea of your 
being so thin, of your feeble voice, pale countenance, 
and altered person, is what I am utterly unable to sup- 
port. If then you are desirous of conferring upon, me 
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the greatest favour I can ask you^ make it your chief 
study to get the better of the disorder under which you 
now labour. 

Ah, my child, how great is the triumph at Versailles^ 
what an increase of pride ! what a solid establishment ! 
what a second duchess de Valentinois * ! what pleasure 
occaAioiied even by broils and absence ! what a recoTery 
of possession ! I was a whole hour in her apartment ; 
she Jay on the bed full-dressed ; she was taking her 
repose for the media noche (midnight repast). I pre«> 
sensed her your compliments ; she answered in the 
most polite terms, and praised you highly ; her sister^ 
with all the vain-glory of P^ichen, cast several reflec* 
tions upon the unhappy lo, and laughed at her being so 
audacious as to complain of her. Figure to yourself 
every thing that ungenerous pride can suggest when 
triumphant, and you will not be far from the mark. It 
is said, that the youngest sister will soon resume her 
former place among the ladies that attend upon Ma- 
dame t* She took a solitary walk yesterday with La 
Moreuil, in the garden of marshal du Plessis; she went 
once to hear mass. Adieu, my beloved child ! I have 
been quite destitute, quite sad, since you left me. We 
^ould consider nothing but Providence, in this sepa* 
ration ; otherwise it will be impossible to comprehend 
it ; but, perhaps, it is the means God makes use of to 
restore your health. I believe so^ I hope so, my dear 
I 

* This was a name she gave madame de Montespan, in allusion to 
the famous mbtress of Henry the Fourth, who preserved so long her 
empire and her charms. 

t The king had a strong attachment for this eanoness, called roadame 
de lAidre, ladj of honour to Madame. But he soon sacrificed her to 
the iury and artifices of madame de Montespan. He sent a present of 
-iiio hiindred thounnd fnncs to. this neglected fiur one* She refused 
them, and roppotted her miifi»tttBe with great dignity. 
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count; you have, as it woj^e, ansvfered for it; mail* 
it, therefore, the chief object of your care, I oottjore 
you. 
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TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Mon^jT, June 14, 167 7« 
I RBCEiYED the letter you wrote roe from VilteneoTe^Ia* 
Guerre. It is with pkafiure, my child, that I learn yo« 
are better, and that repose, silence, and your obedience 
to those who have the care of yoo, hare procured yon 
a state of tranqniUity which you did not enjoy here. 
As long as I live, yoa may, with security, entertain 
hopes of recovery : I will ingenuously own to you, that 
no remedy in the world is more efficacious in relieving 
iny heart, than removing from my mind the idea of the 
state in which I saw you a few days ago. I eaonol 
support that idea; I was even so much struck with it, 
that I could not perceive how much your absence con- 
tribe ted to my disorder. I have not hitherto entered 
into the refiections which naturally arise from the joy I 
have in seeing you, and the insipid life I lead without 
you ; I have yet done nothing but think of your healthy 
and shudder at the idea of what may happen ; when my 
aaind is at ease. upon that subject, I hope you will begin 
to think of your return. But what a pity it is that you 
should make yourself uneasy about my health, which 
is now perfectly restored, and which can only be de- 
stroyed by the injury you da to yours ! Avail your- 
self then of your reason, to prevent your being preyed 
epoa by considerations^ which are not capable of shak- 
ing the minds of persons of the meanest abilities; and 
exert your courage that you may not become the dupcf 
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of the vaiii phantoms of too snsceptible an iiaaginatioii» 
I hare an advantage over yon in vrriting ; you cannot 
reply» and I may make my discourse as prolix as I 
Ibink proper. Montgobert's story is one of tbe nost 
diverting I ever heard; attend to it,, my child^ and be 
Bot 80 earnest about trifles: for my part^ my anxiety 
is bat too vreli grounded ; the situation in which I left 
you is by no means a vision. It has alarmed M» de 
Grignan^ and all your friends.* It makes me almost. 
frantic when they say to me, *' You will be the death 
of each other, you must be separated ;'' a fine remedy 
tmly, calculated to put an end to all my sorrows at 
once; not, however, in the sense they mean: they^ 
read my inward thoughts, and perceived that I was mk* 
easy about you ; and why should I not be oneaay about 
you ? I never knew any thing so unjust, as the treat* 
nent I have experienced for some time past. I do not 
complain of you ; on the other hand, I am perfectly 
satisfied with your aflfection for me ^ you have not con- 
cealed your friendship from me as you thought you did. 
What will you say ? Is it possible you can extract evil 
from so much good? Talk to me no longer, there- 
fore, in that style : I must indeed be very vnreasoD* 
able, not to be fully satisfied with you. Do not scold 
me for writing too much, it gives me pleasure: I shall 
conclude my letter to-moi7ow. 

Tuesday IS ' 

I have just received two of your letters, dated from, 
Aoxerre : d'Hacqueville has been here ; he was trans- 
ported with joy at hearing of you* How .thankful 
ought I to be at your prea«it state of health I la a. 
word, you sleep, you eat a little, and you feel refresh- 
ed ; you are bo longer oppressedj exhausted^ and a 
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burden to yourself, as yoa were A few dtys ago. Ah I 
my child, how secure is my health when yours begins 
to mead! When you speak of the harm you, have 
done me, it was merely from the condition in which I* 
•aw you : for with regard to our separation, the hope 
of seeing you again, sooner than usual, would haT« 
rendered it supportable ; but when life is in question^ 
alas, my beloved child ! it is a grief I never felt before^ 
and I own I should have sunk under it. It is therefore 
your part to restore and secure me from the greatest 
of all evils. I expect your letters with an impatience 
which convinced me that your health is my chief con* 
corn. I follow you from stage to stage. To-morrow 
you will be at Chalons, where you will find a letter from 
me ; this goes straight to Lyons. The chevalier is be- 
ginning to recover ; the fever has left him, as I was in- 
Ibrmed by the handsome abbe, who is so punctual in 
delivering your letters. 

• lo * was at mass; she was gazed at under the hood^ 
but ever}' body is insensible to her misfortunes and her 
melancholy. She will soon lead the obscure life she 
led formerly : the reason is obvious ; it is not hard to 
eonjecture it. No triumph was ever more complete 
than that of the others : it seems to be thoroughly 
established since it resisted the first attack. I was fqr 
an hour in that apartment; it breathes nothing but joy 
and prosperity; I should be glad to know who will 
trust to it henceforward. My beloved child, adieu ! I 
am pleased that M. de Grignan approves your intended 
j%turn. Your little brother is like Gargan, like Ba- 
gnols : he cannot set his foot to the ground ; but bis 
journey is not the shorter for that 1 Truly here is a 
mother well guarded ! Believe once for all, my child, 

* Madame de ltu4tt, canoneii of Poaasoft, 



that my health depends upon yoon ; would to Go4 
you resembled me in this ! 



LETTER CCCCIJCXXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday* tluiie 16, 1677* 
So> this letter will find you at Grignan; alas ! how are 
you now ? Have M. de Grignan and Montgobert de** 
rived all the honour they expected from this escort? I 
have followed you e?ery wherev my dear child ; has not 
your heart, as it were, seen into mine during the whol^ 
joamey ? I still expect your letters from Chalons and 
Lyons. I have just received a short letter from M. des 
Issards^; he has seen and contemplated you : you spok6 
to him ; you assured him you were in better health : I 
wish yon knew how happy he appears in my estima* 
tion, and what I would give to have ttic same pleasure. 
You must endeavour, my dear, to cure both your body 
and mind ; and if you do not wish to die in your own 
country^ sutTounded by your friends, you must endea- 
vour to see things as they are, and not magnHy them 
by the force of imagination, nor think I am ill when I 
am well; if you do not form this resolution, it will be 
prescribed to you, as a part of your regimen, never to 
see me : I know not what effect this remedy might have 
upon you ; but with regard to myself, it would infallibly 
put an end to my life. Reflect seriously upon that ; 
when I was uneasy about you, I had but too strong 
reasons for being so ; would to God it had been only a 
dream ! The concern of your friends, and the visible 
alteration in your countenance, confirmed but too well 



* A petson of qutUty at Avignon. 



my flff^relMdwtQnA and my terron. Do M that lies in 
your power, therefore> my dear child, to render yottr 
return as agreeable as your departure was sorrowful and 
melancholy. With regard to me, what should J do ? 
Should I be well ? I am well. Should I take care of 
ny health ? I do it for your sake. In short, should I 
make myself entirely easy upon your account ? this is 
what I cannot answer for, when I see you in such a con- 
dilion as that you lately were in. I speak to yoa with 
aincerity ; do nol negkct my advice : and when tiiey 
come and tell me how well you are, and whe» at the 
same time you find yourself so, we shaH both be well j 
•yesy very well: this is the best regimen; but when I 
ram told that to enjoy our health we must be two hsn« 
4red thousand leagues distant from each other, and »m 
told 80 wilh an air of coraposum and gravity ; Ihia in« 
flames my blood, and makea it boil with aoges. For 
haven's sake, my child, let us endeatioifr to recover oor 
jpeptttation, by showing ourselves mote leaESonable in 
another journey ; when i say us, I mean you ; ami let 
ita no longer gire occasion for saying, " Yoa will bo 
the death of each other." I am so cast down by this 
subject, that I most discontinue it; there are other 
ways of killing me, which would prove much more 
effectual 

I enclose you the account Corbinelli has sent me of 
our cardinal and his worthy occupations. M. de Gri* 
gnan will take great pleasure in perusing this narratitv 
of his conduct. You must certainly have received some 
of my letters at Lyone. I have seen the coadjutor; I 
do not think him in the least altered ; we had a great 
deal of conversation about you ; he spoke of the folly 
of your bathing, and toki me you were afraid of grow* 
ing fat: the hand of God is undoubtedly over you: 
after being delivered of six children, what can you tear? 
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Yoa are wrong to laugh at madame Bagno1s> since you 
are capable of admitting such visionary ideas. I have 
been at St Mauo with madame de St. Geran, and 
4'HacquevilIe ; every body spoke in your praise : ma- 
dame de la Fayette made a thousand professions of 
friendship for you. 

Monsieur and Madame are at one of their country 

seats, and wiQ soon quit it for another ; their whole re* 

tinne is with them. The king will pay them a visir, 

and, I sappose, his retinae will accompany him. The 

greatest cruelty is still practised * ; is it possible that 

such dupes should still be found upon the £ice of the 

earth ? News is expecrted every day of a battle seven 

leagues from Commercy : M. de Lorrain would gladfy 

gain it in the heart of his own country, and in sight 

•f one of his cities ; M. de Crequi would be very sorry 

to lose it, because one and one make two. The armies 

are bvt two leagues distant from each other, without 

eten the river to separate them, for M. de Lorrain has 

pasud it : I am not much concerned at this intelligence, 

BoofBers bemg the nearest relatien I have in the army 

of marshal de Crecfui. My beloved cfaiid, adieu: make 

the best use of your own rejections and of mine ; eon* 

tinae to love me, and do not conceal the precious tree* 

sure of your affection from me. Be not apprehensive 

that my aflection for you can do me any harm; my 

life bangs upon it. 

* Towards madame de Ludre. Her reign had only lasted two yean* 
Bladame de Moatespan had persuaded the king she was covered with 
ting-worm. Madame says her features were regularly beautiful. Her 
portrait is m the museum in Petitot's collection. 
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LETTER CCCCLXXXVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

PmU, Friday, June 18, 1677^ 
Mv mind is wholly occapied with you; I cannot help 
thinking, that as you arrived yesterday evening at Lyons 
a good deal fatigued, you should immediately have been 
blcsd, to prevent the ill consequences of being over- 
heated. You must certainly have suflered moch upon 
the road. I hope you wrote to ine when at Chalons^ 
and that you will write again from Lyons. I must go 
in quest of some of the Grignans; I cannot live with- 
out conversing with some one connected with you. I 
will call on the marchioness d'Huzelles, and mademoi* 
telle de Meri: in short, I must have intelligence oi 
you. You have heard from me both at Chalons and 
s Lyons ; I send you now a second letter to Montelimart. 
It will doubtless amuse you to hear me still tatkmg of 
Lyons and your journey : yet I cannot help dwelling 
upon that topic. But to come to the present time at 
oace, how do you find yourself at your chateau ? Did 
you think your pretty children worthy of amusing you^. 
Is your health in the state I wish it? Days slip away, 
as you justly observe, and I am far from being so dis« 
pleased at it, as when you are here ; I do all I can to 
make them pass away as quickly as possible : I shall 
have no objection to tt\eir rapidity till we are together 
again. I depend upon La Garde for giving you infor- 
mation, and for letting you know the disgrace M^^* 
has sustained ; he was considered as an indolent being, 
who hated a military life; which is just the reverse of 
a good officer. What do you think has been done U^ 
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him? They have valued the place he purchased for 
forty-fiye thoosaDd crowns, at two hundred thousand 
francs; and he was obliged to. pay half of it for the 
place of Villarceau. His wife threw herself at the 
king's feet to soften his rigour ; but his majesty toid 
her, that he did not oblige her husband to quit the ser- 
vice with a view to please himself. Application was 
made to M. de Louvois, who said« that the king did 
not approve his service : thus their mortification was 
complete^ and sufBciently proves, that no sin, in the 
present day, is so severely punished as indolence; 
others may sometimes be overlooked, but this is alto- 
gether unpardonable. I stop here in order to take a 
short excursion in town* 

I am come back. I heard mass with the good mar«> 
chioness d'Huxelles; I was then desirous of seeing 
mademoiselle de Meri ; she was gone with madame de 
Moreuil. I went in quest of the Grignans, for I could 
not dispense with seeing them. The coadjutor had just 
left his house in order to come to me ; I ran after him ; 
he is here, and is writing to you at this moment. I 
conjure you, my child, if you love me, not to sleep in 
your apartment at Grignan ; the coadjutor tells me that 
there is an oven immediately under your bed, and I 
know there is one above it: so that if you do not re- 
move from these ovens, you will suffer more from the 
heat than you did here; pray comply with this request. 
I was informed that the king was at St. Cloud ; he was 
alone, and the fair one was in bed. You will bt told 
whether the ladies did not go m quest of him; for my 
part, I have , heard nothing of the matter since. The 
handsome abbe will inform you, that our poor brethren 
(de Port Royal) have been suspected of wishing to 
make some amendments at Rome, ia the late conces- 
sions, and that they were repulsed, and an order givea 



to all the bi»ho(M n^ to think of it ; ihef hUTe all pr** 
miaed it, and prohabiitty ^ it oae of tbe opinioiiB least 
likely to be estaUiahed. 
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TO TUB SAME. 

¥mnMf We^nesSty, June 39, 1677. 
I HAV£ been five days withoat hearing from yoa ; the 
time appeared to me irksome and tedious. At length 
I have received yoor letter from Cbagni, and yonr other 
ham Chalons. Good heavens! my dear child, what 
just reason you had to complain of the mountain of La 
Rochepet ! What joltings ! and how singular a circum- 
stance, that, even in the month of June, the roads of 
Burgundy should be impassable! You tell me great 
things of your heaHh : but why is M . de Grignan si- 
lent upon the subject ? after yoa have suffered so se- 
verely, he should give me some little encoaragement. 
The tranquillity of the Saone must have been of great 
service to you. Do you remember our sad and bitter 
adieu in these plains ? it is still present to my imagina- 
tion. Those who are stationary have their evils ; and 
all the places in which they have seen what they regret, 
excite in them gloomy ideas. I entertain as good hopes 
as I can ; your health, my dear child, is one of the 

* '* In all cose^ uf religion aod xnorslity, ire may act ^om a probable 
opinion; and a» opinion becomes so, from the nvomem it hat beea 
maintained by any learned doctor/' Such was the doctrine the Jeaiuts 
were reproached with establishing. " By this mea^i^" says Pascal, " a 
single doctor may overturn consciences and destroy them at his pkttsure 
in perfect safely." It may easily be conceived wliat advanUige confessoro 
and directors derived firmnthis doctrine of probability, to humour the 
nctB of the udi and gr«at.-i*See the fifih LettrelVoviactaK 
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foQMialaoiis of this liepe ; yon know th« others. I suf- 
fer a great de^l from the fii^igue of long journeys. Let 
as say no mote of Vicht, nnless yon wish to bring un- 
pleaiant ideal to your recollection : I know not what I 
shaoM have done had Imndertaken snch^i journey with 
so aiaiiy Uttie aJRiirs apon my hands, which I never 
thought ef when you were with me; in short, I have 
not yet been Me to go to Livri. Madame de la Fay- 
ette is returned frofm St. Maar Tery much iadisposed ; 
her fever is increased considerably, and she has besidea 
a very severe colic ; she has been bled ; if her fevet 
continues she cannot live long; her friends think of 
nothing but this new calamily Tlie duke is perfectly 
well ; I shall make very heavy complaints to him of 
these dangerous roads. I leave my son to answer yoa 
apon the epic poetry, and your readings. I shall take 
care to present your compliments to all you have 
named ; the memory of absent friends is precious. The 
princess of Tarente is in despair, at not having been 
able to see you again : say a word respecting her, and 
the good Marbeuf who adores you, because you are 
beloved by me : I take pleasure in distributing your 
notes. 

The coadjutor will inform you of the 8ucce5?s of his 
extraordinary compliment to the king, and of his being 
at liberty to stay here as long as he thinks proper. The 
abb^ de Grignan dismisses others, as he expects some 
day to be dismissed himself. The abbe de Noailles * 
did not think fit to accept the bishopric of Mende : his 
father and mother say that this son is their only comfort ; 
that his absence would occasion their death : well ! he 
may get a bishopric situated nearer to them. For my 

• Lewis Anthony de Noailles, a&enRards bishop of Chalons-nir- 
Mune, and at last promoted to ik« dignities of cardinal and archbishop 
of Paris. 
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part, I should ha7« taken what was eSered m^ without 
a word ; but they are both good and wise. 

Cardtiiar d'Estrees, the Brancas family* madame 
d'Huzelles* madame de Coulaoges, and myself, have 
dined with M. d'Haroiiis. You were by no means fof|^* 
ten ; M. d'Haroiiis is grateful for your remonbrance; 
I said some pretty things to madame Gargan. Write 
a word or two to the good-natured d'fiscarty who» yon 
know, would go any lengths to serve yon : I torment 
you, but it is because I do not like to hear any one 
complain of you. 

Pray do not scold me for the length of my letters ; I 
never write them at a sitting, but resume them at inter- 
vals, and they are so far from doing me any injury, that 
MTiting to you is my only pleasure. To this necessity 
are we reduced by absence ; to write and receive letters 
supplies the place of seeing and conversing with the 
person whom we love better than ourselves. 

You have written to me from your boat and from 
Theze * ; wherever you are, you think of me ; and 1 
may say at least that I do you justice by a suitable re- 
turn of gratitude and sense of your kindness. I feared 
you would suffer some inconvenience in your journey, 
but the bark came very opportunely. I approve your 
resolution of preferring water to land : but do not for 
that reason embark on a voyage to the country of the 
Sevarambes f ; you appear to roe to be too near them 
already. I thank you for the fable of the fly ; it is 
quite divine ; we meet with but too many applications 
of it ; " See what a dust I raise !" Good heavens, what 
}]uroour there is in that stroke ! The little Hy has no 
doubt that it was be that caused the cloud of dust, 

• A seat belonging to messieurs de Rochebonnc. 
f An Iroagiiiaiy people. 
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There are many who resemble the fly of Fontenelle ♦, 
and think that they have done erery thing themselves. 
Your instructions relating to the golden mountain are 
a little extravagant ; none but a paralytic would use so 
hot a bath ; and very few would be willing to destroy 
their health, and discompose the machine in its most 
perfect state, to cure a trifling disorder of the hands. 
I will send you M. Vesou's opinion. Set your mind at 
rest, therefore, my child, and be assured, I will do what- 
ever I am directed, for your sake. You are now going 
to Grignan in quest of my letters. I think you must 
be this evening at Valence ; if I calculate right, yoa 
have already received my letters directed to Lyons. I 
noticed the zeal with which you recommended me to 
M. de la Garde ; he behaves in the kindest manner 
imaginable to me, because he knows you love me, and 
that he is doing you a pleasure : you are the principal 
source of pleasure to me. I cannot b& long without the 
company of some of the Grignans ; I seek for them, I 
wish for them, I have occasion for them. The fair lo 
(madame de Ludre) is at Bouchet; the tranquillity 
of solitude pleases her more than the court of Paris. 
Whilst she was upon this little journey, she was obliged 
to pass a night in the fields : this was occasioned by 
the breaking down of her carriage, and all the circum* 
stances that attend us in misfortune. The little boy f 
will give you an account of my health : he has more 
business on his hands than consoling me : no ci;eatttre 
is so busy as a man that is not in love ; he plays hifer 
part in five or six different places ! what slavery ! I 
must repeat it once more, do not scold me for the length 
of my letter, it is not the work of ^n evening : and how 
can I employ myself more to my own satisfaction? 

• Sec the Fable of the Fly and dxe Mail-Co»ch. 
VOL. IV, W 
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|if adftme ^ la Fayette is nuch better than she wts. 
M«d«»e 4e Scfaomberg sends a tbousend remembrances 
to you. 



LETTER CCCCXC. 

TO THE SAME. 

I^is» June a$» 1677. 

¥eii are now arrhred at Grignan, my child. la the first 
pkce let tne know, whether the beat, the air» the nortli* 
east wrad, and the Rhone, have been injurioas to you ? 
Next tell me some news of the little manquis and Pan* 
lina ; I know I shall obtain full information upon all 
iheae points before you will receive this letter : bat it is 
imp€(SBible not to discover our thoaghts when we take 
up oar pen, though we are aware 4hat it is to no par- 
pose. I aa» satisfied with tlie kindness shown me by 
the Grignans ; I love them^ and their friendship is «ie« 
cessary to me upon ottier accounts, besides the ceiisi- 
deration of their merit. M. de la Garde did not doubt 
£»r a moment that it was I, and not madame Gargan, 
^at you recommended to him. I went yesterday with 
madame de Coulanges to the royal palace ; 0, what a 
dust I vaitc ! Is not this one of yoar applications ? It is 
^o^ just and facetioi». We were as well received 99 
mt coaid wish ; Monsieur was pensive, and spoke only 
to ase, of you and the waters. Madame seemed at first 
4o pa^ particukr attention to me ; but as soon as the 
hbb£ de Chavigni came in^ my star visibly grew dim. 
In speaking of this abbe, how well the common saying 
«f carrying the cord (possessing some secret charm) 
applies to him I The duchess ^e Valentiaois is in high 
favour with Madame; notwithstanding this, she does 
not discover any superiority of genius, or shine, in con* 
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▼eraatioA «tofe than ber iieighboiirs. I carti ii p^M 
tittt chamber asid those frlacM at dtatinetiMi ivhiek ¥NM 
fermeriy m well fiUecl. The. pri«fif»s 4o TureiM ««i 
aealad bjr Midame : ibef cewvfrsed togeliher Sac a ^of 
time : the itttle ^ (ireif ofto w»u}4 iopc^re ^leatflx h|r 
hearing Ahem *. I am in fierfact health, «i)r dear, aiul 
Istill say, <^lpnmyo«iaefe.a8 wwdl^ Iaj»! IshaU 
ga this ^veamg to livri.with d'HaQqiieT.)lle ; io-morroar 
we^shali dme at Poiaponiie ; aaadaoM de Vint waito lor 
as there with At ttsi of the family. I send yoa « 
balhMl by M. de Coulaages ; I think it droll eaoagh a 
Ihaagh the physicians Crirbid you to siog, I make na 
dodbt but you will disobey tbtm la fovottr of thia 
whimaical parody. 

Jo 18 ia the codbtry, and has not been able to aapport 
^at simple character^ whioti it is indeed rery difiic«dit 
to perficMrin. I will t:onsi}lt with (^ coadjutor whafc 
hook should be sent you. I happen at preseiit to be 
reading Lucian again ; who that has .read hiiib caa ceai 
Hoy other author ? 

FROM MONSIEUR D£ SEYIGNE. 

To show you that your brother, the sub-lieutenant f, is 
a much prettier fellow than you think him> I take the 
pen from i:he bands of my dear little aiamma, to inforaa 
you that I acquit myself i^mirably of my duty. We 
matnally take care of each other ; we allow each other an 
honourable liberty ; and make use of no silly woaianiah 
vemedies. ^ My dear mamma^ you seem to be in ver(|r 

* As these two pvmcesses cQn»taatly canversed in the language of 
their own country, madame de S^vign^ means, that her grandson, wk* 
wa» learning the German, would greatly improve by listening to them. 

t He had jwat bought M. de la Fare's plaec of sab-lieuten«Dt ef (be ^ 
4lMiii%in*4 gem^Wmffs, #r«h>eh hekadbom easiga b«ftR. 

M2 
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good health, I am delighted to see yoa ao well. Yoa 
dept comfortably last night; how is the head-ache? no 
irapoars ? God be praised ! you mast go oat to-day, go 
to St. Maur, sup with madame de Schomberg, take a 
walk in the Tuilleries ; and as you are so well, I give 
you full liberty to go where yoa please. Will yoa 
have strawberries, or tea ? strawberries are best. Adieu, 
mamma i my heel is painful. I shall stay wiUi you, if 
you please, from tweWe o'clock till three, and then let 
affairs go how they will.'' Thus, my gentle sister, do 
fational people conduct themselres. The unfortunate 
lb is at Pou$sat with niatame te Cleretnpo, to use her own 
pronunciation : she passed a whole night forlorn, like 
another Ariadne. Ah, why was not Bacchus in the 
way to comfort her, and make her cr6wn shine among 
the stars ? Alas ! he was in the height of his glory, and 
perhaps upon a high mountain, where, according to the 
order established by God in this world, another laby- 
rinth is to be found. My dear little sister, adieu. 

LETTER CCCCXCI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, June ao* 1677* 
At length you inform me that you are arrived at Gri* 
gnan. The pains you have taken to keep our corre* 
spondence uninterrupted, is a continual mark of your af- 
fection : f can assure you that you are not mistaken in 
the opinion that I stand in need of this support; indeed 
no one can be more in want of it. It is true, however, 
and I too often think so, that your presence would have 
been of much greater service to me : but your situation 
^ was so extraordinary, that the same considerations that 
determined you to gOj made me consent to your depar- 
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Cure, without doing utiy thing more than stifle my sen* 
timents. It was considered a crime in me to discovet 
any uneasiness with regard to your health : I saw yoo 
peristiing before my eyes> and was not permitted to 
shed a tear; it was killing you, it was assassinating 
you ; I was compelled to suppress my grief: I never 
knew a more cruel or more unprecedented species of 
torture. If> instead of that restraint, which only in* 
creased my affliction, you had owned that you were ill; 
and if your love for me had been productive of com* 
plaisance, and made you evince a real desire to follow 
the advice of physicians, to take nourishment, to ob* 
serve a regimen, and to own that repose and the air of 
Livri would have done you good, this would indeed 
have comforted me ; but your opposition to our senti- 
ments aggravated my grief and anxiety. In the end, 
my child, we were so circumstanced, tliat we could not 
posftsibly avoid acting as we did. God explained to us 
his will by that conduct : but we should endeavour to 
see whether he will not permit us mutually to reform ; 
and whether, instead of that despair to which you con- 
demned me from a motive of aiiection, it would not be 
more natural and more beneficial to give our hearts the 
liberty they require, and without which it is impossible 
for us to lead a life of tranquillity. Thus I have de« 
clared my mind to you freely once for all; 1 shall 
mention the subject no more ; but let us each reflect 
upon the past^ that, whenever it pleases God to bring us 
together again^ we may carefully avoid falling into the 
same errors. The relief which you have found in the 
fatigues of so long a journey^ sufficiently proves the ne- 
cessity yoo are under of laying aside restraint. Extra- 
ordinary remedies are necessary for persons of an ex- 
traordinary character ; physicians would never have 
dreamed of such a one as that I have just mentiooedx 



motfmaWrmftmnanm to pMdon tii« umm gMd 
•ifetf, and tlMt tile asr of GrigiMUi maj Mtprote n^o* 
Hms to yoo f i could sot ara^ writing to j^ea ia tbis 
• a — e r, m order to reVwrt my heart) aad iattauM to 
y^m, thai w« msBt endeavour, when next we meet, not 
it {fke any ooe an opportuBH; j of paying as tli« wrercli* 
«d f omplioieiit of taymg very oiviliy, that t« keep quite 
n^H^ We 8)H>»kl never see one another again. I am 
aMottkhed at the pmeienee that can bear s» omel a 
iAo«gl^. 

' You brought the tears into my eyes in speaking of your 
KtUe boy. Alas, poor child ; who can bear to see htm 
in sach » iB^uation ) I do not retract what I always 
Ihought of hhn ; but 9i,m of opinion that, even fmoi a^ 
feetion, we ought to wish him already in a happier 
world. Paulina appears to me worthy of being made 
your play-thing ; her resemblance even will not dn* 
please you, at least, I hope it wilt not* Thai little qua* 
drangalar nose is a feature you cannot possibly dklike 
to ftnd at Grignan^. It seems to me somewhat odd^ 
that the noses, of the Grignan family should admit no 
shape but this, and should be altogether afft*rse tua 
nose like yonr», which might have beensocmer fbrmed; 
but they (freaded extremes, though they did not cave 
about^ a trifling modification* The httle marquis is a 
very pretty fallow ; you shovdd net be at all uneasy 
at hia not being altered for the better. Talk to me a 
great deal about the persons you associate with, and tbe 
Sffisosements they aft<Mrd you. I returned last Sunday 
from Livri i have seen neither the coadjutor, nor any 
#f the Grignan family, since 1 have been here, i leave 
La Garde to inferm yon of the newsi All things sp- 

* This idlades to maiame ds Sivig&^s toose, which ititYiv^ to (he 
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pmrf ni« to ^ vpen the oMIbolii^ J^ i»atMl)i^ 
terfjp in like imm^ff^, and free from ibe ol»enratio» of 
•AyuApgns. jHAe tlittnd^rs and trkimj^hs. Corbtnett 
i» r«tarrfii0g *. I shaN go lo LiTri tvra daya h€Bce t^ 
Mc«i«« km. The eardiiial is a» fond of him a« we are;; 
tl^ fa* »hhm liaa shewn me some droll letfiers they 9m 
wni'mg ttf 3ro», In sherty they ha?e hecntamiiigpoeiii 
tiketr wile titl the mind is gic^y. His eflftiiMiiee waa 
^if^jr flighted with the eriginality of oor fnend* 
Adieu, nrf belered chi^ ; continue to Soye me wftk 
iMabatetl aHeetion ; gife Boe an acceoni of the statt 
yen are in, in as few words as possible, lor I wotild ad- 
the yen by a)! means to avoid prolixity. For my part, 
^ have ne ether employment but writing to yoo, and I 
resume a letter at several different times. I do net ap«> 
prehend that madaoM de Coulanges will go to Lyons ; 
•he has tee much business upon her hands here* '^ O, 
whav a dosl I raisa 1^ Hew cemes it that you hove a 
iis^tr^ and that it Is not nadame de Reohbenne f I 
eeald wish yon hud the sama aeatimeats fop one as 
Af iha ether; yet I grant tl is not exaat^ the lama 
thhig. 

LETTER CCCCXCIL 

TO THE SAMS. 

VvnBf FricUy morning, Jdy 9i ia7f • 
I AM going direetly to Lirri to hear mass. CorbinalH 
wH! arrive to-day or to-morrow : I take pleasure in 
waiting for him upon the high road of Chalons, and 
^r^ging him out of his coach at the end of the avenue> 
to carry him home, and make him spend a day with as: 

* FromCommerci, where he haJ been to see caiduial de 
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Mt sbali have a good deal of canvarsalioiiy.and' I wiU 
M«d jjQiO an account of it. 1 shall retani on Sondftf^ 
Aextj for a little a£bir, in which I constantly hope to 
,he juccessfuK still prevents me from seUHng at Livri : 
lo tell you the tratb» it is that butterfly I meniioned to 
my son; which^ at the moment you think itwithiiiyottr 
yeacb, eludes your grasp. I meet with nothing but 
.opposition to all my desires^ whether of great or little 
importance. If I did not look up to Providence* I 
abottld lose .aH patience. I leave a servant to bring me 
my letters. Ah ! my child^ I support existence during 
all other days, merely in expectation of that on which 
they arrive ; and the moral reflections with wliich they 
abound, are always seasonable, when I see. how transi- 
tory are all human aifairs. 

Jo returned to Versailles Immediately after Monsieur; 
this intelligence does not make the least noise. Cloanto 
and her friend are longer together, and upon more af« 
fectionate terms, than they ever were ; the ardour of 
the first years they passed together still subsists, and 
.all restraint is banished, to excite a belief that no em* 
pire was ever more firmly established. I have seen 
persons who are of opinion, that, instead of going to 
Bouchet when Monsieur is at Paris, and returning to 
court when he returns, it would be much better to stay 
at Paris with Monsieur, and go to the country when he 
returns to Versailles*. 

Madame de Coulanges has discontinued her visits to 
Lyons ; her sister is going in her stead. The good-na- 
.tured Marbeuf has just taken her leave of me ; she ex- 
presses the highest afiectipn for you, and sends you a 
thousand remembrances. My son goes frequently to 

* This relates to roadaine de Ludre, attached to the family of Mon- 
sieuT, as lady in waiting to Madame, who appeajred to always follow the 
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tisrc ; he is extremeiy well reedved there. If you 
were but once happy, all woald be well. AdUn, my 
dearest child ,• I wait with impatience to hear of your 
health, and how the Wofld goes at Grignan. Yoor little 
boy giTes . me great concern. Follow our advice with 
regard to the timidity of the eldest ; if you teaze him, 
you will disconcert him in such a way that he will 
never recover ; th» is an affair of the highest import- 
ance. The duke desired me yesterday to give you his 
compliments, and to tell yon that it was owing to his 
orders that you found the roads so bad ; but that you 
shall, at your return, find them strewed with flowers* 
My dear child, I now take my leave of you ; I love 
you with uncommon affection ; and you return it in a 
manner which will not fail to make it last. If you wish 
roe to ei^oy my health, take care of your own, and pay 
particular attention to the effect which the air of Gri* 
gnan has upon you ; if it has not a good effect, it must 
certainly have a bad one. 



LETTER CCCCXCIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

liivri, Satur&y, July 3, 1 677. 
AxAs, how grieved I am at the death of your poor 
child * ! it is Impossible not to be affected at it. Not 
that I was' ever of opinion he could live : the descrip- 
tion you gave convinced me that his case was desperate. 
But, it is a great loss to you, who had lost two boys be- 
fore : God preserve to you the only one that remains I 
He discovers an admirable disposition ; I am much bet* 
ter pleased with sound sense and just reasoning, at his 

• The dxild U»t ww bom in Febnutrf is?^* 
%5 



ig6» than Urith ttie irifMity of thoM wto twii out fbob 
at twenty. Be satisfied with bini, Aierefore ; lead kirn 
Bke a hone that has a tender maiith, and temcniber 
frhat I told yoa rcopectiag his haidiMnees : this adfict 
C(mies from pefBons mach wiser than mjself ; and I am 
sttre it is good. With f^gaid to Paulhia, 1 ha^ «M 
trord to say to yoo ; from yoar deseriftton of her she 
.fnsy, perhaps, in time, become as handsotne ts year* 
Self; when a chiM, yoa were exactly like her: God 
grant she may tiot resemble me hi hating a heart S9 
irasGeptible of tenderness ! I see plainly that yoa )ste 
her, that she is amiable, and that ^e aAinses yon. I 
i^ish I cooYd embrace her, and recognise that face again 
tvhich I hctte seen somewhere. 

1 have been here ever since yesterday morning. My 
fllan was to wait for Corbinelli as he passed, and secare 
him at the end of the avenue, to amnse myself with 
his conrersation tlH td-'taorrow. We took all possible 
care to accomplish this : we eren sent to Clale ; hot it 
seems he had passed by, half an hour before. I shall 
go to see him at Paris to-morrow, and will write you 
an account of his journey, for I shall not finish this let- 
ter till Wednesday. O my dear child, how I wish for 
you on sttch nights as these ! the air is so mild and re- 
freshing ! the tram|uinity, and silence, are so profound ! 
I wish I coaM communicate these advantages to yoa, 
and that yoar nonh*^ist wind was banished. Von tell 
TAe I am uneasy at yovtr being so thin ; I acknowledge 
it ; it bat too plainly indicates your ill state of health* 
Your natural consiitutiofi inclines to plumpness ; if God 
has ttot« as you say, punished you for destroying so fine 
a state of health, and so well organised a fhme ; such 
attempts are indeed occasioned by a sart of phrensy, 
and God is just when he punishes them. You endea- 
vour to persaade me tlial you are by nature hard- 



btertod^ ui oid«r to console me witk ngni to tke kai- 
of yo«r <Mld ; I knew not, »y ckar, whence ]rott havo 
dofived tlMtt kardntss of hoart, which acts only upon 
yonraolf / tor wkh respect to me, and all yon ongh* te 
love^ yoo are hot too lensihfe, too tender ^ thk ia yoac 
groat misforiiiDe ; it ie this that andermines year e«Bi«« 
stit«ilion, and waetes yea away ; take from, oi^ my. 
child, a part of this tendetness, and heatow it. an your*' 
self; confer yourself as a person of saaio co|iae«; 
qoence ; we shall he ohliged to you lor every Mark efi 
affection yoo give us in this way, i am eurpeised tkafe 
the little marquis and hi* sister should express no ceti«> 
cem at the death of their little brother; to what can 
their indiflerence he owing? not to your example 
most assoredly. 

My son goes freoi hence at the end pf this oiontk;. 

his departure is indispensably neccsary« The king kaa 

again expressed himself as if be had a peesuaa^n thai 

S^Tign^ had copied the bad air of the sohaltera oficeia 

of the company *. On ike otker haad> M. de la TrausBa 

wrkos to him Orae: ** Con)e> come, and hoMlo amoi^gst 

us.^ He must go> so there is an eod of kis takidg tko 

waters. isbaUnot, however, neglect going to :Vldbi; 

#e Will talk about this; it will he a jootney of para 

precaution^ for 1 am in perfect heolth^ and not at ail 

uneasy aboni my bands. Madame de Marbeaf ha4 

herH Hmt two yeam in the same state as nune^ yet aha 

recovered at last. Your brother is sadly addicted ta 

falling in love ; I am surprised at the tronbia be gives 

himself fw netbiiig, really nothing. He was yesterday 

foond by a husband in private conversation with kis 

wife. The busbend seemed net at all plsased at the 

discovery •$ he spoke very rongh^ to hie wife, and tko 

• tht compsogr of the ^ii|4xiti^s gan^dbnoei.' 
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alarm was spread about every where when I set oot 
yesterday. I will write to you from IVirts, to let yoa 
loiow the conclusion of this affanr. You wilt easily per- 
ceive that the length of this letter is owing to the abase 
i make of the permission I have to prate at Livri> where 
I am alone^ and have no sort of business upon my hands. 
1 ocght to condole with you upon the death of your 
child; but when I reflect that he is now an ao^l in 
the presence of God, I cannot help thinking it is impro- 
per to make use of the words grief and affliction ; Chris- 
tiant should be rejoiced at it> if they really have the 
principles of the religion they profess. 

Puis, Wednesday, July 7- 
Take notice, ray dear child, that this letter was begun 
three days ago ; and if it appears immoderately long, 
it is because it was written at leisure : add to this, that 
Ihe paper, and my writing, make it appear still longer 
^an it is ; there is more in one sheet of yours than in 
six of mine : do not, therefore, consider this as an ex- 
ample^ nor revenge yourself upon yourself, that k, upon 
me: I have had a great deal of conversation with Cor- 
bineUi : lie. is charmed with the cardinal ; he said he 
Bever met with so noble and exalted a mind ; those of 
the ancient Romans approached the nearest to his. You 
tre tendci'ly beloved by him, and I am now more cer- 
tain thaaever, that he has not for a moment been de- 
ficieal; in friendship for you; some misfortunes we 
mast expect, and this is the effect of original sin. It 
would require a volume to give you a full detail of all 
the wonders he has related to me. 

The baron has set all to rights by his address : he 
knows as. much of this quality as his masters, and more ; 
for no one ever surpassed him in the practice of indif- 
ference; he plays it so naturally, and truth imitates 
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probabiKty so well, that no jealousy or suspicion can* 

be piroof against such artftii conduct. You would have 

laughed h^aittly, if you bad known the whole of this 

adventure. I doubt not that you guess the name of the 

husband ; happen what will, the wife is going to take 

up. her abode in your neighbourhood. Poor Isis did 

not go to Versailles ; I was misinformed ; she remained 

all the time in her solitude, and so she will during the 

journey to Villers Coterets, for which place Monsieur 

and Madame are just going to set out. You cannot 

sufficiently lament, or sufficiently admire^ the unhappy 

fiate of this young creature : w honey er a certain person 

(madame de Montespan) speaks of her^ she calls her 

that rag. The event justifies every thing. 

I have seen the abbe de Vergne : the conversation 
iorned again upon the state of my soul ; he told me he 
would not take charge of me upon any other conditions, 
than confining me to my chamber, and directing me in 
exercises of piety, without suffering me to read, write, 
or hear, a single word. He is very amiable, and the 
most entertaining companion in the world; you may 
take it for granted that you were not forgotten in the 
conversation. 1 dined with M. de la Garde ; he is be- 
loved by all who know him well. He goes to see you, 
takes you to his house, lodges you : in short, what does 
he not do ? My thoughts are entirely taken up with 
pntttug our great house in order ; we shall be unsettled 
till that is done ; and you are very sensible what a 
great mortification it will be to me, not to be in the 
same house with you : hut we must, in every ^ling, 
submit to the will of Providence. In your present lei- 
sure, make it yonr ohief study to preserve your health ; 
dwell not much i^n the melancholy thought of your 
son's death ; it will prey upon you like a devouring dra*- 
gon, if you indulge k : you say very well, that, for the 
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bMBOorofChristiaiiily, wesHosM nOi ianent^ftnifH 
piocss of theat little tti^ek. ^ p wCTl the ewduid 
ccyoyft hrailh : hflMnef er> he m sometkncft ihrealeiMA 
with the goal ; it acems to hwti a dispotkion tn atladfi 
Um ^gaiB. Such is the friefidahip I bcsr thb^wordiy 
c»difi^, Ihfvt I ahndU be tncomolable licre yea le 
toefttie him yoava: tfatok not th»t he is indififerMH 
about it. 



LETTER CCCCXCIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Pftitt^ Friday, July 9^ 1^77 » 
Yov shall nol say to-day, that I have set yoe a bad ez- 
anpk, and that you will kih yourseif vrith the same 
aiPord. I have laleiy wrttfeeo you huge onwieldy let* 
iers« which wcie saiall notwithstanding; 1 hope this 
short one* howerer, will be long. I am not natoraliy 
4i^>eaed to terrify you ; add to this^ my dear* chihb 
that I have not yet received your letters ; but 1 expect 
tbens either this, eren'mg, or to-morrovr ; and the dearth 
of news is another reason. M. de la Garde will tell yoa 
att ho kiMwSk I often talk of geUing a tutor for the lit.> 
. tU nMfi)i«i$^ and am generally answer6d> that it is d^ 
fisalt to fiod a person calcuUufced ior the oflke. 1 ana 
more than ever alarmed at disorders which dry up the 
juicciii; poor madame de la Fayette is so thteatened with 
one, that she thinks of nothing bat ending her hfe hho 
my aunt: she is very mnch reduced since yowr depai^ 
tsare ; she hss not yet reeof end Iran her colic^ Am stilt 
takes brothsi and oven after this slight noarish»ont she 
is greatly agitated, and her feeer increases, as if the had 
eaten or ^rank to excess. Her physicians say, that this 
is a sechwa aflair, and that if she goei o» th«a> she nwy 



linger awijr mmrMy titi tke wm^ of K& i» bun* 
diit. Tlib AiloraittfeHMi itiaket me uneasy ; 1 piljr ber^ 
beeaQse I leve her, msd I ptiy all those whete blood is 
00 extnmely subtle. It seems to me not necessary to 
consume the/whote nmclnne. When we have a gveat 
nsgafd for a person, it is not ri<ii«iiloii8 to wiiih ttei» 
l^loody about which we are parttcotarly interested, to 
beci^nie sedate and coo) ; but you, ray dear cbik), sboald 
endeavooy to thicken yours, and a?<oid, as mocb as po»« 
atblo, thinking of the poor little boy you have lost. I very 
nitieh fear that, notwithstanding aU your fine haeangues^ 
yrrii will make dragons of this event ; have cimipassioa 
upon yourself, my beloved child, and upon me. I hq>e 
yoH wiH not think this letter too long. Why do not 
those who have told us that nothing can be so good foar 
ue both as to be at the distance of two hundwsd leagueo 
•irofn each other, add, that we should likewiao «yscon^ 
tfaive our correspondence f I wish they wooki. 

LETTEB CCCCXCV. 

TO THE SAME. 

V 

Ftrii, Wednesday, July 1*, l^f, 
Ytm have, as it were, ceased to ]Qye me, my poor chlld^ 
^ the advice of your physician; were we to Ibrm an 
opinion of this advice from your state of healthy we 
sl^ould be apt to conclude, that this remedy bears a 
strong resemblance to the good man's powder; and 
t%at taking it is like betting douUe or qutts. I will 
not telf you what eflfect ilie diminution of a friendship 
I 'SO much rahie would ha^upon me; but i canswe 
conceal fhnn you the pleasare I take in hearing that 
you both sleep and eat. If yon would give me a real 
proof of the friendiMf you fcrmerly bore mkt, yoo 
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vouid t^iak of drinkuig cow'fl milk; tbia would refresh 
you> and inci^^ase yoor blood» which would circulate as 
gently as another'^ and would, restore you to that state 
ki which I once saw you. What joy would this give* 
me, my child! and under what an obliga^on woujd it* 
lay me ! How secure will my health and life be» when- 
you have relie?ed me from the uneasiness which your 
illness makes me suOer ! I shall say no more to you at 
present ; I shall soon see whether you love me or not. 
I am Very glad you are satisfied with your physiciau 
d'Aroouio; if you had had bim^ he would doubtless- 
have preserved the life of your son ; he should have 
taken cooling remedies; I thmk his physician disco- 
vered great ignorance, in prescribing heating ones : but 
the grand difficulty was, to alter what Providence had 
decren] coQceming this poor child. This is one of the 
afflictions which require us to submit, without murmur- 
ing, to what is ordained for us. It is true, indeed, I 
never thought he could live ; how could you imagine, 
that a child, who had no teeth, and could not hold him- 
self upright, at eighteen months old, should escape ? I 
am not so skilful as madame du Pui-du-Fou, but I did 
not think it was possible for him to live with such sym- 
ptoms: -f am very well aware of the magnitude of this 
third Joss, and I feel the whole weight of it. Paulina 
gives me the highest delight. I spoke to tlie handsome 
abbe not long ago about a preceptor, who is known to 
Mi de la -Mousse; they will see him, and tell you their 
epinipn of him ; they think the marquis too young to 
begin ; I told them, that, though young in years, • be 
was not young in understanding. The handsome abbe 
and I laughed till we almost cried, at your history of 
the little Magdalen; I am surprised that yeu should 
say you do not know how to tell a story, and that it is 
my takftt. I assure yoU, you lutve given, uf tiie.bis- 
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tory of the little Magdalen's devotions with so much 
hnmcmiv that this story is in nothing inferior, to that of 
the hermitess^ with which I have been charmed. I 
find that hermits make a great figure in Provence. The 
worthy got the hiccups by listening to tbe tale, and 
your brother wili let you know his opinion of it. 

FROM MONSIEUR D£ SEVIGNE. 

I OUGHT to say nothing to you, since you never trouble 

yonr head about me. You are so well pleased at being 

fat again, that you forget every thing you do not see. 

You no longer love my mother ; and I, in order to be 

revenged, love you as little as you love her. We are 

all greatly edified by the devotion of the little Magda- 

kn ; you see plainly, that it is only the fervour of a 

novice; beware to what the excess of her zeal may 

hurry her. I wish our little Mary may turn out such 

another ; but I wish, at the same time, she may choose 

me for her hermit. I could act the hermit admirably : 

two drops of water would not be more like ; or, if any 

thing were wanting, I could get a frock so made, that 

I could hide my head in it upon occasion, which would 

be of great service to me. M. de Meurles' greyhound, 

though broken-backed, became one of the finest sport- 

ing*dogs in the province ; and why should not I, by 

Beans of such a secret, become as clever a fellow as a 

hermit? Adieu, my dearest sister ! I passionately love 

Paulina; I would gladly make her my heiress, if I die 

without marrying. 

1 have twice seen the pretty infanta at her own 
house ; she is very handsome, very sprightly ; I think 
I amuse her. I had tbe good fortune to make the grand- 
mother laugh heartily ; she told me, that she thought 
me a clever fellow: the young lady and I seem to 
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q n^tef gMm dF one tnother saibcicntty, and we smctimM 
iteal 8 ghnct at each otftrer : ttiis aAnr depends entirely 
epoR PH>vkictice. Si JDffus eatpmy naki$, quh trmtfre n«» f 
Faiths Mmey, Domnef Is not your gO€id iMPother tti tfce 

right? 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

Jt is easy to see my son reads good books. Yon would 
fflbrd tts pleasttre^ by gtring es that sprightly gir)^ tbat 
fiet)e infanta, who is# at present, never out of her roe* 
ther's sight : if we do not bring about the marriage 
now, we never shall ; we were never se good^ but we 
may perhaps grow worse. I shall go to Livri fer a 
short time, to breathe the clear akr: Madame de la 
Fayette is so very ill, that I am a^nuned to leave her 
for my pleasures ; I shall go, however, bat I shall eon* 
stamly be backwards and forwards liU my jearney te 
Vichf. 

I resume my tetter m tfab place, consequently te 
Tength eoght not to terrify yea. I am impattest for 
yours; my friends at the po8t«office do noditag pro« 
perly. I am Very we>l pleased wHh M. de la Garde ; 
he soon gains upon one's affisction ; he is worthy of 
esteem upon many accounts; his condoct convinces me 
tiiat he thinks you love me, and bis approbation of yoor 
taste gives me the highest satia^ction. He thinks of 
nothing now but preparing for his departure ; I shali be 
very glad when he and the handsome abbi are with 
you ; you may hold your family-council together : on 
my part, I think 1 shall set out for Livri toHBorrow. 
Our IktSe aft'air is almost finished ; instead of bckig 
meiiey to subsist on, it is money for having subsisted: 
La Garde will infomi you of the channs of the fostival 
of Sceaux. 
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very pretty : their m&lh%r uM madame de CouIafige# 
yeptorday, liMit liM nwoM bring tiicn to her, ta har« 
her «ptnM» of ibem before »h« went to Versailles. 
" O wfamt » (tet I raiee!'' Do you not think a mother 
wb^ is young enoagb to be lo?ed, who ba« a daaghtef 
still more bvcljr, and who thinks she lierself i« the ob* 
ject of attraction, may well say, •' O what a d«8t I 
raise y* I think, if I was not so wiae as I am, I might 
ba^fae been aueb^ a mother: they are ricii who know this 
£abte« 

It was oar earnest desire, that you should speak to 
the intendant. I said the other day to M. de Pom- 
ponne. If i had empk>yed M. de M*^** to exaggerate 
the merit of my son, he#ou)d hare been thought admir'- 
ably qualified ; my style is by no means weil calculated 
to impose. My chief care, at present, i« to repair our 
manaioo-house; madams ds Gufo^gand wishes it still 
toore ardently; but I tremble when t think that it is 
fia affiiir whisk depends entirely spon the pleasure of 
M. de G^bsrl; so that, if 1 could find any other tx^ 
pedient, I we«ld vnA\ myself of it. If we must always 
be at a distanee ft<eiia each other, it will be a great 
grief te me > |br at ^lis rale we see and know nothing 
ef each other; w« tiavel and fetigue ourselves: I eam<* 
fatly pray that Providence may hare compassion upon 
OS. However, the three pavilions give me some con- 
solation; if it were not for them, how could we pos- 
sibly aecoihmedate the mesdemoiselies de Grignan f I 

t Lmmhi Cfttlittriot, and Fraacts Julia d'AxUvimae de Moateil, die 
daiugbten of Aagelica Clan d'Angf^snes, his fint wUe. 

Louisa Catharine lived in celibacy, and gained the reputation of ex- 
traordinary pieiy. 

FnnceB MiA (murfmioiMdio d* Alcrae) iwnM M. de Vibn^e, Geu- 
tenatit-geneial of the king's anny in the year 1669* 
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Mid if yoa are to be in the clondsf I shall be very glad 
to be there too. I leave this letter again, till I have re« 
cisived yours. I ha?e lately meditated opon a ceitam 
object : but I say nothing about it, because it will look 
as if I wished to ape Braneas : now I mention Braneas, 
I must not omit telUiig you, that he is at present con« 
fined with bis daughter, who has the smalUpoK. The 
princess is at Versailles. 

I have at length, my dear child, received yours of 
the 7th; your correspondence is divine, bnt surely, 
surely, you write too much. I am well aware, that as 
you are now at a distance from all your friends, you 
have many to write to ; but, my dear child, I would 
rather you should neglect us all; take care how you 
give way to the vivacity of your genius and imagina* 
tion. You are inexhaustible, and your letters all flow 
from the fountain-head ; this is obvious, and the plea- 
sure of reading them is inconceivable. This manner of 
writing the Spaniards call diaembuekado* (free); the 
term pleases me highly : let us, however, practise self- 
denial; be you satisfted wiih writing less; and let ns 
be satisfied with hearing from you lest frequently. Cor- 
binelli is delighted with what yon say of bis metaphy- 
sics; he is returned from Commerci a more profound 
philosopher than ever. He has highly entertained the 
cardinal ; we are always talking of him, and every 
thing he says increases our friendship for his eminence. 
My son cannot possibly avoid going to the army: he 
must defer taking the waters till another opportunity. 
I shall go with the abbe to Bourbilly : Guitaut will con- 
duct me back, within a day's journey of Nevers. By 
that time, the roads will be good. I shall have the 

* In lulian disinvoUo^ of which the French word degag^ is an im- 
perfect translation. 
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vxtrthy and my physician with me> therefore be under 

no ooacem. I am glad you are ofiended, as I am^ with 

the fine compliment that is paid us : let us alter our 

maificier; . I agree to it : but let us not have recourse to 

the dreadful remedy of a long absence ; such a remedy 

would* in the end, make us want no other remedies. 

It is true, I am perplexed about a house; but what 

comforts me is, that Bagnole and M. de la Trousse are 

in as great perplexity as myself. I do not approve of 

your sending Paulina to your stster-in-law *, I never 

liked those convents; you are both wise and prudent. 

If your son is strong and healthy, a country education 

is the fittest for him ; but if he is weak and delicate, I 

have heard Brayer and Bourdelot advance, that an at- 

tempt to make such children robust, generally puts an 

end to their lives. Do not forget what I told you with 

regard to his timidity. Tliere never was finer weather 

than we have here at present; Provence is now free 

from the north-east wind, and from excessive heat. 

Adieu, my dear child, till Friday next. I embrace 

you with my whole heart ; but this expression seems 

too weak to convey an adequate idea of my feelings; 

%vhat can I do ? 



LETTER CCCCXCVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Livri, Friday, July 16, 1677. 
I ARUiVED here yesterday evening, my dear child ; the 
iveather is wonderfully fine ; I am quite alone, and en- 
joy a repose, a silence, a leisure, which gives me the 

* Mary AdU^raar de Montcil, a nun of die convent of Aubcnaa, and 
sister of M«.d(e Grignan. 



higbeai delight* Will yon mot Mihm me -to M«ae my- 
seW by chatting widi yon a iMe? I kmwe no«Pciety,st 
f>reaent, but you : when I hwm wnttan te Pooinnce* I 
jbave nothing mt^n to ^: ym camMt meiy csdl a leis- 
ter ovtB a week m aMiiaBie*dle Lftfanlnw uonmapowi- 
.enoe. iiBtten of linMiett ave neither kmg ncr &^ 
qaent But yon, «ny child^ hawe ten mr tvehre cerm- 
opoa dcnts , by adl of whoni yoniare idoUoed, aad tiwK 
I hove heard you reckon over and eoer. The onbjeet of 
all tbetr lettera is the fianie> and yet it requires twelme 
to answer them : thue it happens every week, ond thus 
>ore you plagued and temeRled, mhlABi they all ^assure 
yoo, that they io not require aa anewer, bat merely 
three or feur iisnt, to inform them of your health. 
This IS the language of them all, and of ne among the 
rest ; in short, vve are all togedier too hand for youj but 
we behave uith all the address .and poHtenoss «f the 
man in the play> who heats another «'itfa an^ir df com- 
|>laisance» asking his pardon all the while, and saying 
with the utmost respect, I am very sorry, sir, bat yon will 
have it so**^. The application is so just» and so eaaily 
made, that I think it unnecessary to point it out. 

Wednesday evening, after I had writlen to yon, I 
was invited in the kindest manner possible to sup at 
Gourville's, with madame de Schomberg, niadame de 
Frontenac, madame de Coulangcs, the duke, M. de la 
Rocbefoucault, Barillon, Briole, Coulangcs, Sevigne: 
the master of the house received us in a place newly 
erected ; it was a garden of the hotel de Conde ; there 
were water-works, bowers, terraases, sia hautboys in one 
corner, six violins in another, the most melodious flutes ; 
a supper which seemed to be prepared by enchantment, 
an admirable base-viol, and a resplendent moon, which 

• See Mult^6*c Comedy of the Forced Mutiife. 



witBOMed i!i mt pteaiurefi. If you bad not an anti- 
p9Ahy to all florto of ^merlaioments, you would have re- 
gretted net being of tbe party. It is true, indeed> we 
might have complained of tbe aame mUfbrtune wbicb 
yiMi oolioed wben you nirare there, and which will al« 
wajTA happen upon aoch occasions; that is to say, that 
a sort of tacit condition is entered into, that a word 
slutll not be spoken. Barillon, Sevigne, and I, could 
not help langbing, for your observation immediately 
occurreel to us. Tbe next day, which was Thursday^ 
1 went to court, and exerted my^lf so well, that, as the 
good abbe says, I obtained a slight injustice, after hay- 
ing sufiered so many great on^, by receiviog two hun* 
dred loais-d'ors, in |)art of payment of seven hundred* 
which I ought to have had eight months ago, and which^ 
tbey tell me, I shall receive in the winter. After this 
wretched expedition, I caine here in the evening to take 
a little nestji, and am determined to stay till the eighth 
of next month, when I must prepare for Burgundy and 
Vichi. PerhapH I may sometimes go and dine at Paris. 
Madame de la Fayette is much better. To-morrow I 
shall go to Pomponne; the great d'Hacqueville has 
been there since yesterday; I shall bring him back 
with me. Your brother visits the fair one, and enter- 
tains her highly; she is naturally of a very gay dispo* 
sition; the mother and grandmother receive him well. 
Corbinelli will come to me here ; he highly approves 
what you wrote to me on metaphysics, and admires 
your penetration in comprehending its meaning so easi- 
ly. It is true, indeed, that most metaphysicians involve 
themselves in inextricable difficulties, as well with re- 
gard to predestination, as liberty. Corbinelli decides 
more boldly than any pf them ; but the most cautious 
being themselves ofi* with an aUiiudo, or else force their 
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« 
adversaries to silence^ as our cardinal does. I neret met 
with more absurdities than in the 26th article of the last 
Tolume of the Moral Essays, in the discourse upon tempt- 
ing God. *When teachers are humble, whea their morals 
are correct^ and nothing is intended but to baflle false ar- 
guments, there is no great harm done, fer if they would 
be silent, we should say nothing : but when they are 
obstinately bent upon establishing their maxims ; when 
they translate St. Augustin, for fear we should be igno- 
rant of his meaning ; when they endeavour to promul- 
gate the most rigid doctrines imaginable; and then 
conclude, like father Bauni, lest they should lose their 
right of scolding; this puts me out of all patience, and 
1 cannot avoid doing like Corbinelli. May I die if I do 
not prefer the Jesuits! they are, at least, consistent 
and uniform in their doctrine, as well as in their mo- 
rality. Our brethren make eloquent discourses, but 
draw absurd conclusions; they are not sincere; at last, 
you see, I have dipped into Escobar. You may easily 
perceive, my child, that I jest and divert myself. 

I left Beaulieu with M. de la Garde's copyist; he 
never loses sight of my original. It was not without 
great difficulty that 1 complied with M. de la Garde's 
request: you will see what a daub it is. I hope the 
last touches will be belter; but yesterday it looked 
shockingly. This is the effect of so earnest a desire to 
have a copy of that beautiful portrait of madame de 
Crignan, and which it would have been cruel in me to 
refuse. Well, I did not refuse; but I rejoice that I 
never before met with so horrid a profanation of my 
daughter's face. This painter is a young man from 
Tournay, to whom M. de la Garde pays three guineas 
a month ; his intention, at first, was to employ him in 
painting screens, and now he is to do no less than copy 
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Mignard. These projects are a little unreasonable: 
but silence ; for I have a great regard for the person in 
question. 

I wish, my dear child, that you had a tutor for your 

son ; it is a pity his mind should be left uncultivated. 

I doubt whether he is yet of an age to eat all sorts of 

food promisGttoiisly ; we should escamine whether chikl* 

ren are tfcroiig and robust, before we give them strong 

mfeats ; otherwise we run the hazard of injuring theic 

stomachs^ which ia of great consequence. My aon stays 

behind to take lesre of his friends; he will then como 

to me here; be must afterwards join the army, and 

after that he may go and drink the waters. An officcTj 

named M. D****, has lately been cashiered for absent* 

ing himself: I know the answer you. witt make, hot 

this instance sufficiently shows the severity of military 

disdpline. Adieu, my dear child ; be comforted for tho 

loss of y€Mr son ; nobody is to blame ceocerning htm« 

Hi& death was occasioi^ed by teething, and not by n 

definxion upon the lungs: when children have not 

strength sufficient to force out the teeth at a proper 

time,, they are never able to bear the necessary motioa 

tn make them all come at once : I talk learnedly. Yoa 

know the answer of Sully's green bed to M. de Cou- 

langes, made by Guillerague ; it isdroU enough ; madame 

AaThieoges repeated it to the king^ whosiuga it ; it was 

said at fifst, thet he had ruined himself by it; but k is 

not tiue» it will perhaps make ku s fortune. If this dis* 

course does not come from a gve^n mind, it comes from 

a gieea head, which is the aame> and the colour of tho 

thing cannot be disputed. 
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LETTER CCCCXCVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

livri^ Manday, July 19, 1677* 
I WENT on Saturday to Pomponne ; I there found the 
whole family ; and, besides the rest, a brother of M. 
de Pomponne's, who had lived in solitude three yean 
longer than M. d'AndiUy. His merit and genres, 
which are but little thought of here, would be the won- 
der of any other family. The great d'Haoqueville was 
there too ; he will not return to Paris till he accom- 
panies madame de Vins thither ; I expect them all to 
dine with me lo-morrow. There was a great deal of 
mirth about the copy of your picture, which one of my 
footmen had represented as extremely ridiculous. They 
put me to the utmost confusion, when they proposed to 
have it done by a better hand; the battery was so 
strong against me, that I know not how I shall get clear 
of this scrape. This is just what I feared : thus all my 
desires are crossed : this is by no means one of the 
greatest ; but it is sufficient to convince me that I must 
not flatter myself with the hope of being gratified either 
in things of great or little importance. In the evening 
I had intended to return and sleep here ; but there arose 
such a violent storm, that I must have been out of my 
senses to have exposed myself to it, except in a case of 
necessity. We slept, therefore, at Pomponne, and 
dined there the next day, that is, y^esterday. I there 
received a letter from you; and though it is only Mon-> 
day, and this will not go till Wednesday, I already be- 
gin to converse with you. I am persuaded that none 
of the faculty would object to my amusing myself in 
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this masiner, comtdering the pl««stfre which it gitesmei 
in my present stat^ of indolence. 

You tell me great things of yoar health ; you sleep, 
you cat, you are calm; yoii hare no duty upon your 
hands, no visits^ no mother to importune you with her 
loTe ; you have forgotten that article of comfort, and it 
is the most important of all. In short, my child, I was 
not allowed to be uneasy about the state you were in; 
all your friends were alarmed, but I must be unmorcd ! 
I was wrong, to fear that the air of Provence might 
make you still worse. You neither slept nor ate ; and 
seeing you disappear from my sight, was to be consi- 
dered as a trifle unworthy of my attention ! Ah, my 
ohild ! when I saw you in health, was 1 uneasy about 
the future ? was ever such aft apprehension the subject 
of my thoughts ? But I saw you, I thought, seized 
with a disorder dangerous to yoting persons ; and in* 
stead of endeavouring to comfort me in a way calcu- 
lated to restore you to your former health, they speak 
of nothing but your absence; it is I that kill you, it is 
I that am the cause of all your sufferings. When I re- 
Aect with what caution I concealed my fears, and that, 
notwithstanding, the little that escaped me had so 
alarm iHg an effect, I take it for granted that I am ho 
longer to love you ; things so monstrous and contradic- 
tory are required of me, that, having no longer the 
hope of ejecting them, nothing but the recovery of 
your health can extricate me from this perplexity. 
But, thank God ! the air and tranquillity of Grignah 
have worked this miracle, and the joy I feel is propor- 
tioned to my affection for you. M. de Grigpan has 
gained his cause, and would be as much afraid of see- 
ing me with you, as he loves your life: I can easily 
guess at your jests and pleasantries upon this occasion. 
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Yott (eeni to play n sure game with sterling looneyr ^ 
you are in good health* y«a t^ll me; you spend ikie 
time merrily with your hvaband ; how caa false coiii be 
made of such exc^l^iit m^aW I say nothing of the 
flieasores yo« haye taken for the ensuing winter ; I aia 
well aware that M. de Grignan must make the best use 
be can of the little time that is left him; M. de Yen*' 
dome is at his heels'^; you will doubtless conduct 
yourselves accordii^g ^ your own views, and you can- 
not take a false step^ For my part, if you were in suf- 
ficient health to be able to bear my presence, and my 
£011 and the good ^bbe were willing to pass the winter 
in Provence, it would give me pleasure, and I would 
not desire a ipore agreeable abode. You know how 
happy I was there; and what indeed have 1 to wish or 
regret in the woridji when I am with you, and you en* 
joy health ? I will endeavour to prevail upon the good 
abb^, and leave Providence to decide. To show yen 
that I took care to deliver your letter to Corbinelli, here 
is bis answer^ 



PROM M. DE CORBINELLI. 

Vo, madam, I wtil not scold your motli«r; she does 
not deserve it, but you do. How could it enter your 
brain that sbe wiahea you to be as fat as madame de 
Castelnau ? Is there no medium between your extreme 
thinness and a lump ef tallow ? You nm into extremes. 
You resemble a certain person whom a devout bishop 
refused to ordain. *' What^ then, would you have 
me do, sir V* answered be 3 ^' would you have me rob 

« M. de VendoBM nu-gtvanw of Provence; and when 1m armtd 
lihm, I4^4eQrigBfpcQ)Mmfljr9StOHt^Qjr%nfiD, ec^veoHru 
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upon the highway >" Should a prodigy of genius like 
you reason in this manner? Then, again, is it fair 
jesting, to occasion a dispute botween M. de Grignan 
and madaine de Sevigne? Yoa give me an excelleni 
idea of your cascade of fears, the reverberation of which 
killed you all three. This revolution may be fatal, but 
it is you who occasion it; prevent it, and all will be 
well. You fancy your mother is indisposed; she is not 
so, she is in good health. She is not afraid of being 
with child, but she is afraid of growing too fat. Do 
you fear the one, and wish to grow fatter. I am not 
satisfied with you; I think you unreasonable; I am 
ashamed of being your master. If the great Descartes 
knew this, he would prevent ycnir soul fh»n being green« 
and you would be mortified at its being black, or of any 
other colour. I saw at Commerci a prodigy of merit 
and virtue ; this should be a motive to you, to be as 
careful of your health, as you^ were formerly negligent 
of it, when you gave me the mock title of plcnipoten« 
tiary. Adieu, madam ; I am, &c. 

7R0M MADAME DE siviGKi. 

Thus he writes to you ; you see plainly, that I neither 
add to, nor retrench from, his letter. I talked a great 
deal about a tutor to a certain inhabitant of Port-Royal ; 
he knows of none : if any offers in his cell, he will not 
fail to give me notice ; I should be glad to see this little 
marquis, and_ should be delighted to stroke the plump 
cheeks of Paulina; how pretty I think her! I am sure 
she will be very like you ; flaicen hair, which curls na- 
turally, is a great beauty ; love her, love her, my child; 
you have loved your mother long enough ; to continue 
to love me now* would only be the cause of vexation 
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to you; what are you afraid of? Restrain j^our inclina- 
tions no longer^ transfer your affection to her; I am 
conyineed you will derive great pleasure from tbeoce. 
La Bagnols ♦ set out to-day. I wrote to my sou to de- 
sire him, if he has not died of grief, to come and dine 
with the whole family of the Pomponnes. He will t)« 
better off than M. de Grignan, who thinks himself 
quite abandoned, because he had hut three mistresses at 
Aix, all of whom proved false to.him : it is impossible 
to be too well provided with them; he that has hot 
three, has none ; I hear all he has to say upon that sub- 
ject. My son is thoroughly convinced of this truth; 
I make no doubt but he has more than uz left ; and I 
would wager that none of them will die of a malignant 
iever, he has chosen them so well of late. You see I 
^'ommit all sorts of trifiesto paper as well as you. 
r 1 am- glad to find that the parliament of Aiz has not 
proved ungrateful to M. de Grignan ; I remember well 
how he was received the year I was there. With re* 
gard to the first president, if they are satisfied when 
they seal their letters, they change their opinion before 
the post arrives at Lyons. But this is obtain, that the 
whole province has a great affection and respect for 
M. de Grignan. You will, at least, my dear child, 
permit me to embrace you in imagination, I shall not 
finish this letter till Wednesday. 

W«dnesday, July 31. 

, The whole family of the Pomponnes dined with us 
yesterday. My son came here from Paris ; we spent the 
day very: pleasantly. Madame de Vins, and d'llacque- 
yille, staid with us; they will not set out till this 

i * Tbt •ister of nndame de CouUrsccs. > • 
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cr6niDg« We had a great deal of conversation respect- 
ing Isis ; it is impossible to conjecture in what manner 
ber unhappy adventure will terminate. 

. Termincz met toiirmcns^ puissant Ma'itre du monde *. 

if she could address this prayer to the god, and he 
would T^fichsafe to hear it, it would be an apotheosis 
for her. Your conjecture was very just, the ^^ t can- 
not yet quit the court ; when we have certain engage- 
ments there, we are not free. Bagnols is departed. La 
Mousse is gone with her : if you could prevail upon 
him to go to Grignan, to instruct the young marquis a 
little^ it would be happy for you, and he wotSld think 
ktmself happy in the visit. 



LETTER GCCCXCVIU. 

TO TBE SAME. 

lAfAy Wfldnetday evvnitig, July 91,1677* 
Love Paulina, leve Paulina, my child ! indulge your- 
self in that amusement ; do not destroy your peace of 
mind by depriving yourself of her ; what are yon afrafd 
of ? You may still send her to a convent for a few years, 
when you think it necessary. Enjoy maternal aOection 
for awhile; it is exquisite when it springs from the 
heart, and the choice falls upon an amiable object. Dear 
Paulina! methinks I see her here; she wilt resemble 
you, notwithstanding she bears the mark of the work- 
man. It is true, this nose is a strange affair ; but it 
wiH improve^ and I wilt' answer for it, she will be hand* 



• « Terminate my sufferings, mighty Master of the world.*' — See 
tlie Optra of Isis, act V. scene I. • • » 

' f Madaine de Cottlanges. 
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Madame de Vms is still here: she is n^vir in mj cle- 
f^t, engaged in conrersation with d'HacqaeviUe send 
my sou. His heel is stili go bad, that he may ^rbaps 
go to Bourbon when I go to Vichi. Be under no con- 
<Hnn about this journey ; and since it is not the will af 
Heaven that I should enjoy the charms of your societj» 
we must yield obedience to his will : it is a bitter e^il* 
but it must be endured; we are the weakest, and to 9l^ 
tempt resistance is vain. I should be too happy if ywir 
friendship was clothed in all its realities; it is still ex- 
tremely dear to cue, though divested of the channs and 
pleasures which your presence and company bestow 
upon it. My son and I will answer all you have said 
on the subject of epic poetry. The contempt I know 
he has for Eneas, makes me apprehensive he will be 
4)f your opinion. Yet all the great wits have a taste 
for every thing written by the ancients. 

You will soon have La Garde and the handsome 
abbe with you. There was much said here of our views 
with regard to the little intendmnie : madame de Vins 
assures me, that all depends upon hec father* aad that, 
when the ball comes to them> they will do wDQders. 
We thought proper, that we might not be obliged to 
irait> to /send you an account of aoy son's fortune, and 
of his expectations, that you may show it to the in- 
tendant in confidence, that we may know his pleasure* 
without suffering the delays aAd explanatiooa which 
must be endured* if you do not represent it fairly to 
him ; so fairly that no cause might be left to doubt its 
truth, as is generally done ; for, should he suspect any 
exaggeration, the whole treaty is at an end. Our style 
19 so simple, and so different from that of marriagef-ootH 
tracts in general, that, unless those with whom we treat 
do us the honour to believe . us implicitly, we never 
conclude any thing; it is true, they are at libeety 



to make inquiries^ and in this frankness and simplicity 
ought to find their account In short, my child, w6 
earnestly recommend this afl^ir to you, and wish yoct 
to obtain a direct answer, yes or no; that we may 
not lose time about a visionary project. As I intend 
writing to you again on Friday, I shall now return to 
my company. 



LETTER CCCCXCIX. 

TO THS SAME. 

Lhrri, Friday, Jnljr «», 1677. 
Tbb baron is here, and does not let me rest a moment^ 
with such rapidity does he horry me on in the studies 
we have undertaken together: Don Quixote, Lucian, 
and the little Letters *, furnish our chief amusement. 
1 wish, with all my heart, my child, that you could 
see with what an air, and in what a tone, he acquits 
himself in reading the last : they acquire a new value 
in passing through his hands ; there is something ex- 
quisite in his manner, both in the serious and the gay ; 
this amusement would entertain you I think fiill as well 
as the tndefectrbility of matter. I work, while be read's ; 
and we are so commodiously sitoated for a walk, that 
we are continually going into the garden, and re- 
turning. 

I think I shall go to Paris for an instant, and bring 
back Corbinelli with me : but I shall quit this quiet and 
peaceable desert, and set out the I6^th of August for 
Burgundy and Vicbi. Be under no concern about my 
taking the waters : as it is not the will of God that I 
should be there with you, we must think of nothing but 

• Tli»ftgfvkicfalLet(tiiof Bnctl. 

o5 
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submission to his decrees. I endeaTour to console my- 
self by the consideration that you sleep, eat, are calm, 
are no longer preyed upon by a thousand uneasy 
thoughts, that your beautiful face recovers its attractive 
pbarms, and t^at your lungs are not feasting ftway in 
ft consumption ; it is in these changes that I hope to 
find an alloTiation of what I suffer by being deprived 
of your company i when the hope of seeing yon is 
added to these thoughts, sit will be doubly welcome, 
and will hold its place among them admirably. I sop* 
pose M. de Grignan is with you ; I heartily congratulate 
him upon his good success ; I know how he is received 
in Provence, and am not at all surprised at his being 
so highly beloved. I recommend Paulina to his care, 
and entreat hioi to defend her against your philosophy. 
Do not deprive yourself of so agreeable an amusement; 
alas ! the choice of our pleasures is not often in our 
powc^r. When one that is innocent and natural falls in 
our way^ I think we should not be so cruel to ourselves 
as to let it escape us. I must therefore sing onoe 
more, " Love, love Paulina, &c/' * 

We shall wait at St. Remi, to know what madame.de 
jGuenegaud will do to her house ; if she has done no- 
thing by that time,, we shall take proper measures our- 
'selves, and look out for one against Christmas : it will in- 
deed give (ne great pain to lose the hope of living under 
the same roof with you ; perhaps we may discover the 
meaning of all this when we least expect i(. I suppose 
M. de la Garde will shortly set out ; I shall take my . 
leave of him at Paris ; this will be an addition to your 
society. M. de Charost has written to me, that he 
might have an opportunity of speaking of you; he 
'pays you a thousand compliments. 

« Minding to a vene io tbc opera of Tkcteus. 
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. I b^tiev^, my dear, we sbaU agree pretty weU:ii| 
our opinions of epic poetry ; the tinsel of Tasso * has 
qharmed me, I fancy, however, you will be friends 
with Virgil : Corbinelii has made me admire him ; ia 
reading him you should, have some such commentator, 
tp accompany you* 1 1 am going to begin the^ Schism 
of the Qreeks ; I bave he^rd it very well spoken of ; I 
shall advise La G^rde to carry it 'to you. I h^ar no 
news.^ 

FROM M. DE SEVIGnI. > 

O GROVEUNG soul ! not to like Homer I The m^ost pfr-. 
feet works of human invention appear to you cqiUempt* 
ible : natural beauties lose their effect upon you, and. 
nothing will go down but tinsel or. atoms f. If you do 
not wish to break with me entirety, do not read Virgil ; 
1 could never forgive you if you were to speak ill of 
him. However, if you. were to get the 6th book ex-« 
plained to you, and the Qth, which contains the episode 
of Nisus and Euryalus, and the lUh and 12th, lam, 
sure you would be pleased with them. Turnus woulc^ 
appear to you worthy of your esteem and friendship ; 
and, as I know your character thoroughly, I should be 
very much concerned for M. de Grignan, if such a per- 
sonage were to land in Provence : yet, as a good bro* 
ther, I wish you from the bottom of my heart some such 
adventure. Since it is predestined, that your bead must 
be turned by something, it is much better it should be 
turned by a love intrigue, than by the indefectibiliy 

' * Every one knows that this is a hemistich of Boileau's. Bat it 
|ave great offence before the commencement of the iStli centnry. 

f Madame de Grignan was very fond of the Cartesian phtlo80][ftiy, 
which she inade her chief study. 
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tf matter, aind the noncmoerdbk negaikm *. It is a 
mehtncholy thing to be taken up entirely with atoms 
and reasonings so subtle that it is scarcely possible to 
coBiprehend them. 

If yon speak to me-of yoor ret«nm a hqndred years 
hence/ r^lmlt say no more than I have said alreadly ; 
maturely weigh all things, and let not your duties in 
Provence make you wholly neglect the duties you owe 
this country, unless there should be reasons so cogent 
as to force assent from every body. I shall learn, irom 
the accident which happened to M. de Grignan, to avoid 
the like misfortune ; of bis three mistresses, there is not 
one lejft : I am resolved to contrive it so as to have nus^ 
tresses of every sort, that they may not all be liable to 
tde necessity of travelling. To conclude, it would be 
somewhat extraordinary if I should be indebted to yotf 
for a wife ; nothing more seems wanting to make yo» 
different from all other sisters, and nothing but such a 
termination can properly answer what you have already 
done for me. Be that as it may, I assure yoq, my dear 
sister, that my gratitude and afiection for yoo will aW 
ways continue the same. 

7R0]i( UliVBAMI^ DE siviGNE. 

Tmjhf is at court; this 19 a ^tigue to her, but it etn-' 
not be helped. M. de Sehomberg f is still tt the Mease 

CartesMD fibiloiopb^, iitmM iipQn tbe a^Pms : f vrry thU^ k ^| 
there is no space. 

To undersiao^ dw vhlnunal tenqs maatmvfrUbU nt^ifiAimt letd 
the Logic of Port Boyal, i«cond put, chapter p. 

t Mazahtl de Sdbombeif reouined ^luaost alone, with ft aiQtU ||trt 
cf his army, which was reduced aearly tP Mithi9|; \^j the di^^iH d«T 
tKhments dkat had he«a owds &on it> » wd«r to Migmcat tfaatof Um 
^milsldffGie^ 
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wiUt ham haniM of men ; that is to say, ho » aHUidmia 

t4tC'^€l^tSie. Madame de Coolanget said the other day^' 

that aHe ofiice of intendant of that army should be gtraa 

to M. dhe Coulanges. When I see the marshardlady, I 

wUi give your compliments to her. The ^ prince ia stiU 

ito bis apotheosis at Chantilti ; he surpasses there all the 

iMwyes €elQl>rated by Homer. Yon make them appeal 

•xtcetnoJy ridiculons: we agree with yon, that tbia 

nawtore of gods and men is rather extravs^nt ; but we 

muat respect the profound father le Bossu. Madame 

de la Fayette begins to take broth without being sick ^ 

it was this that nNide us apprehensiTe of her being dried 

LETTER a 

TO THft SAiMB. 

livti, Wc4iwdfty, July 26, J677. 
M. DE SiriGHi, it seems> is to lesurn ftom M» de Grignaa 
the naceasity of harini^ many m^u^sfie^, on account of 
ihm inooarenienees which ame froQi having but two of 
li^ffee : but M. de Grigoaii has to l^ar^i from M* de Se« 
^ri^ne tba pangs of sepaiatiom when one of them hap- 
pens, to go off by the .8tage-cp9u;h. Tha loyer, on th^ 
day of departun^ reoevves a noi^ which giv^ hixo unea^ 
SMioas, because it is wiilleii in 9uch ^ftqtioaate t^rvo^ tfiat 
itdistmrbs the gaiaty and frndom ha ei^pected to enjoy. 
He than receives a soeemd note from the placo wher^ 
his mistress slept the first night ; this puts him quitQ 
eiatofpalieocfi. «< What the defill is thi$ to \m^}^ 
He teik me his grief; he piacc9 all his hopes on a JQur^ 
aey the husband k to takc^ tbinkiog that this regulari- 
ty «|uat be interrupted ; far otherwise he ^^OMld not pQS« 
flh^ carry oa fi cittresppadeAco ^«o i^yB w a w^fJK, 
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kit with great dtfficQlty a tender epiide is nieide <mi ; 
the letter is signed^ as I said, before the singing len^ la 
half fun ; the source is dried op. He laughs heartily 
with me, at the style and orthography. I trabscrib» 
some passages which you will immediately reeognise.' 

" I depart at length ; what a journey ! Who is it thai 
tednoes me to this cruel extremity ^" I could easily an-^ 
swer her ; an ungrateful wretch. " I have receiyed a 
letter from my sisterj in terms as tender as yours oug^ht 
to be : she is afiected at my departure. I have becsn 
all the day sad> pensive, oppressed ; I have sighed, laa- 
guished, and felt a grief I could not surmount,'' 

It seems to me rather inconsistent to enter a stage- 
coach with an amorous languor and a languishing amour. 
How can one conceive that a state, only fit to be passed 
in a shady wood, on the borders of a rivulet, or under 
a spreading beech, can possibly suit with the violent 
motion of that vehicle ? In my opinion, anger, rage, 
jealousy, or revenge, would be much better adapted to 
that mode of travelling, 

" But, I have confidence enough in you to believe 
that you have not forgotten me. Alas ! if you knew 
the situation I am in, you would think that I des«*ved 
well of you, and you would treat me according to my 
deserts. I already begin to wish my se^ back again : I 
defy you to believe that it is not upon your account. 
I shall Neither find joy nor repose upon my arrival* 
Think at least of the tasteless and insipid life I am go* 
ing to lead. Adieu ! if you love me, you do not love 
one that is ungrateful.'' 

This is a fragment I found by adcid^at, and in tliis 
style is your brother condemned to answer three times 
a week. Take my word for it, my child, it is a great 
plague to him. See what an undertaking these poor 
silly people have engaged in ; it is a perfect marl^rw 
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dom, tfaey exehe my compassion ; the poor boy would 
sink ander it, were it not for the consolation he finds in 
me* It is a great ioss to yon, my dear child, that yon 
are not in the way of this cmifidence. I exceed' the 
•limits of my letter to write you this ; my view is to 

amuse you, by giving you an idea of this delightfsl 

correspondence. 

LETTER DI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednetd«7 momiog, July 28, 1677. 
I AM now at Paris, on account of the butterfly I men- 
tioned to you : I have not yet caught it ; that is, I have 
not received the mighty sum I mentioned to you. I 
should have been quite in despair, if I had not been 
agreeably amused since Sunday, by taking leave of the 
'gentlemen who are going to Grignan. I intended to 
have returned yesterday, but I shall not go till Friday; 
:it is impossible to explain to you the torment of chi- 
canery. I supped yesterday vrith the marchioness of 
•Hoxelles, where, for the sixth timey I embraced La 
.Garde, and the abb^ de Grignan, and instead of saying 
•to them, " Gentlemen, I am sorry for your departure," 
I said, " Gentlemen, how great is your happiness ! how 
glad I am that you are gdng! Go, go, and see my 
daughter; you will impart joy to her; you will see her 
in health and spirits : would to God I could be of the 
patty !'' Alas ! this is not in the order of Providence. 
-But, my dear, I have received the most positive assur- 
ances that you are in good health ! Montgobert does 
jiot impose upon me ; ^ell it to me yourself, however, 
.once more ; write it to me both in verse and prose ; r^ 
,peat it to me a thousand times ; let every echo resound 
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Idle joyful news : if I had m band of ronstc* Uke M. de 
Grignan^ that should be the subject of my opera. It 
is trae mdeed I cannot^ without transport, tiiink of the 
miracle which God has wodced in your favour ; I am 
qaite o«t of humour with human Prudence : I can recol- 
lect some efibrts made by her, which well deserve to be 
laughed at ; she will now be in disrepute for ever. Caa 
you conceive the joy I shall feel, if I see you again with 
that lovely countenance that delights me, a reasonable 
quantity of flesh, and a gaiety which is always the ef- 
fect of a happy disposition? When I see you with as 
much pleasure as I have beheld you with grief; when 
I see you, as you ought to appear at your age, and not 
worn out, consumed, wasted, feverish, exhausted, dried 
up ; in sluM't, when I have only the ordinary evils of 
human life to sufier, if I ever have that satisfaction, I 
th^n may justly boast^ that I have felt the extremes 
both of good and evil. Your example, however, deals 
destruction on every side : the duke of Sully said to the 
duchess, ^' You are indisposed, come to Sully : look at 
madame de Grignan ; the 4ranquiility of her own house 
has restored her to health, without her taking any other 
remedy.'' But the duchess does not approve this pre- 
scription; she prefers that of Vesou, who advises her, 
in the first place^ to lose blood three times, then to take 
two gentle dpses of physic, and then to bathe for twen- 
ly days successively : I roust own I cannot comprehend 
this opposite extreme, at such a season as the present, 
and in such a place aa Sully, at least, before All Saints. 
I saw her yesterday, and she spoke very kindly of you. 
I am sorry you have written so long a letter, for the 
purpose of convincing me, that you are not obUged to 
take medicine, as you find yourself in perfect health. 
I am of your opinion ; perhaps milk may be injuriew 
to you[: regulate your cpnduct by your owaei^eiiMCii; 
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time and rest contribute to your recovery ; I consent to 
their having the whole honoar of the cure. Would id 
God that the same reasoning would apply to me ! if 
that were the case, I should not go toVichi : but I fancy 
you will not willingly dispense with my going; the pre- 
caution appears necessary to you, and, as it is impps« 
sihle to guess whether it will be productive of any good 
effect or not, I shall make no change in my resolutions; 
so that, after passing a few days more at Livrf, and a 
few days more at Paris, in order to protract the time to 
the 17th, I shall set out by way of Epoi^ses. It has 
been customary with our family to marry their daiugh- 
ters to gentlemen of the long robe ; were it not for u.^ 
the long robe would have no wives : we have been told, 
upon two occasions, that our alliance was not desira^- 
ble, because ours was a military family; i think we 
fthould do well to^ follow your advice, and. Instead o^ 
quitting the robe for the sword, quit the sword for the 
robe. My son is in great perplexity ; he cannot put his 
heel to the ground; but the time this wound has lasted^ 
whilst he has no other complaint, has rendered his stay 
suspiciotss to those, who seem to have been sent into the 
world for nothing but to prate. His conduct Is unex- 
ceptionable, and yet he is so unfortunate as to be cen- 
sured. The reputation Of men appears to me to be more 
tender and delicate than that of women; eternal apo- 
logies avail my son nothing; so that though he is not 
able to get on horseback, they will have him join the 
army. I earnestly entreat that his heel may be exa- 
mined by Felixf : M. Felix is not at leisure, and thus 
the time slips away. 
D****$ was yesterday lodged in the Bastile, for hay- 

f . Pint 0urg«oii to the king. 

X This D*»** a probably Deffiat, who ws ia tho service of Mob* 



*30(l LETTSKS or 

mg, at the house of the countes^ of Soijtsons, lifted hi« 
cane against L****, and struck him, though bat slightly; 
the count de Grammont interposed, the menaces throiva 
out were very strong; L**** toldD**** that he was a 
coward, and that he would not have dared to raise sacU 
a disturbance elsewhere. The countess went to the king 
to complain pf this outrage committed in her bouse. 
The king told her, she ought to have done herself. jus- 
tice. Cardinal de Bonzi made her an apology for 
D****; she told him, that the affair was left entirely to 
the king, and that if she had been at home at the time, 
»he would have caused D**** to be thrown out of the 
window. D**** is.still in the Bastile; many pay their 
compliments to him there: I would gladly visit the wifi$ 
of L****, and condole with D***^* ; I will, however, do 
neither, if you disapprove. The quarrel was occasioned 
by eight hundred louis-d'ors, which L**** owes to 
I)****, and for which he wished him to draw upon 
Monsieur. The expressions that. parsed between theni 
were, "You shall pay me yourself ;'' *' I will not;" 
and so on. People are so eager for news, that they 
have caught at this trivial affair, and nothing else i^ 
now talked of. 

Madame de la Fayette is still indisposed : we cannot 
help thinking that she ascends the Rhone slowly, and 
with difficulty : it is not the road to Grignan ; your ad-; 
vice will not be followed, I have nothing to say of 
jPaulina, but what I have written already : I love her, 
even at this distance ; she is beautiful as an angel : 
amuse yourself with her; there are certain philosophi-* 
cal opinions which avail us nothing, and which nobody 
thanks us for adhering to. It is true, you must leave 

sieur. The presence of the chevalier de Grammont seems to indicate, 
that L*»*» is M. de Lpuvign/. Madame it S^vign^ was beloved by them 
botb. But these sre mere coq)ectures. 
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Ler someivhere in pledge when you quit Grignan; but 
then it must be only in pledge; and your sister-in-law 
is a more proper person to intrust her to, than the sis- 
ters of St. Mary's convent, for they will not easily give 
her up again. Is the poor little girl at Aixin good health ? 
I often think of her, and of the little marquis, whose 
abilities I am afraid will rust for want of a tutor : but 
how is it possible to send one from such a distance ? 
you should choose him yourself. La Mousse has writ- 
ten to nae from Lyons, that he shall pay you a visit at- 
Grignan ; that is kind enough ; his company will be of 
great seryice to your son; I was very much pleased 
at the idea. Some time after Corbinelli, a gentleman 
arrived here from Commerci, who filled me with appre- 
hensions for the cardinal's healtii; he can no longer be 
said to live, but to languish : I so highly love aod 
esteem this worthy prelate, that the information givl^s 
ine the greatest uneasiness ; time has made no altera^ 
tion in my sentiments with regard to him ; thie only ef-. 
fiect it has hitherto produced on me, is to increase my 
tenderness and affection for you. I assure you its whole 
powers are exerted in that way: but you are ^ruel 
yourself, in contributing to ti«o much as you do; there 
is a sort of malice in this; you love me, and give me 
constant proofs of your affection ; ray heart gives itself 
up entirely to this joy, and is more and more fixed in 
the sentiments whiah are natural to it ; y6u may easily 
judge of the consequences of this. In other families, I 
every where see children that hate their mothers ; 
C***» told me the other day, that he hated his like the 
plague ; as well as I remember, she died on that very 
day ; I waited upon him yesterday to pay my compti* 
ments of condolence, but he was not at home. I wrote 
him as proper a letter as I could upon the occasion; he 
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is in deep mourning, but his heart is full of joy and ex* 
ultation. Alas, my dear child, you are quite in th« 
other extreme ! and I, in return, love you more than lif« 
itself. 

Isis is returned to Madame, beautiful as an angel, as 
before. For my part, I wish this ra^ was farther off. 
The only general topic of conversation at present is the 
gaiety of Fontainbleau# 



LETTER Dll. 

TO THE SAMS. 

Paris, FViday, Julyao, 1677* 
When I write you a long letter, you are alarmed for 
my health, thinking sppHcatioa is prejudicial to: me; 
when I write you a short one> you think I am ill in good 
earnest. What do you think I intend to do now ? Why 
just as I have done before. When I sit down to write, 
I never know how I shall end ; I know not whether my 
letter wtH be long or short ; I write as long as my pen 
can move ; that is my only rule for composition, and I 
think it is the beat ; it siMts my natural indolence, and 
I shall continue, to observe it. i ccmjure you to be an* 
der no apprehensions respecting my health, since you 
will not let me be solicitous with regard to yours. If I 
were to follow my own inclinations, I should cease to 
drink the waters of Vichi, as you have left ofiTdrinking 
milk : but as you are of opttiion that they may be of 
service to me, and as I am sure they can do me no 
barm, I am resolved to take a trip to Vichi: and 1 havs 
fixed the day of my depaKure so decidedly, that I 
should consider it ominous not to go. I hope Provi- 
dence will not permit me to be disappointed this time. 
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I haT« been «» long accttstbmed to disappointmenls, 
that I always tremble when I speak of future erents* 
The siyle of the sceptics pleases me highly ; their 
doubts discxyrer a great prodenoe, or at least screen 
them from reproach. *' Ate you ^»§ to Vichir'* 
** Perhaps I mb.^ ** Be you lake a hoase fn the royal 
square this year ?" f' I do not know.^ In this doubtful 
knaiHker we should always tpeak. I thought I should 
relani to Li vri thia momtng ; for the grand affair is at 
last conoladed> my law-seit is at an end : I have set my 
feet on the belterfiy 's wing ; nine thousand livi^es were 
due to me^ and I have received bat two. I then ex* 
peeled to go hack quietly^ but the d^tl would not miss 
$i»efa an opportunity ; the al:^4 Teiu, and the little de 
Villaxceau, laid a wager of four pistoles, and with these 
four pistoles we were to see the coaiedy of the Vieiena- 
riesy which I never saw before^ Madame de Co»« 
langes preeses me so earnestly that I cannot possibly 
refuse, and so I must defer till to-morrow what I should 
have done ta->day. I know not whether yoe are gorKy 
of such weaknesses ; for my part, I have many sach : 
however, I must make an eftbrt to re£:>rm as I grow old, 
D^^^^ is released from the Bastile. As he was im- 
prisoned for no other peason hut to make satisfaction to 
the countess de Soissons, and as neithcf the king of* 
France nor the king of Spain was interested in the af- 
fair, she did not think proper to let her resentment last 
longer than twenty*four hours. The difiference will be 
accommodated before the marshals of France. This it 
a little bard upon I>^^^*; he must declare that be gave 
no blows, and put up with all the abuse he received. 
Such a proceeding is so disagreeable, that a certain 
person, whom you kxiow very well> said, that when 
gaiaeat^a have so emch patkiace^ they shoukl yield 
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their swords to the cards : that mfiiy be caikd i&txitig 
water with the fathers' wine *, 

Madame de Schomberg has at last sold. her placet 
to Montao^re forfourscore thousand crowns, having re- 
ceiTcd two hundred and ten thousand livres in ready 
moneyj and an assignment of thjrty thousand livres to 
be levied at the next asscanbly of the states of Langue* 
doc: this is very w.ell> bu( I have something still better 
to add ; for it is iiot so much with actions, as the manr 
ner of doing them, that we are struck. When she re* 
tmsned the king thanks, he told her that she was always 
complaining of the state of her health, but tbat-she ap- 
peiired to him very handsome notwithstanding. *' Your 
majesty ,'' says. she, "sets no bounds to your favours; 
yoa make me a grant of fourscore thousand icrowns, and 
at the same time pay me compliments besides.'^ " Ma- 
dam,'' said the king, ^' I do . not apprehend that you 
wiU increase the furniture of your house by tbe addition 
of a strong box." To which she replied, "I shall not even 
see the money your majesty, gives me." M. de Louvois 
then joined in tbe coQversation in the same strain, and 
the raillery was continued for a quarter of an hour very 
agceeably. It seems, madame de Schomberg said two 
or three very good things; from. whence the king took 
occasion to pay her this compliment : " Madam, you 
may justly think me vain, when I tell you, that I could 
have sworn you would have made me that very answer." 
Madame de Montespan too said the most obliging things 
imaginable to her. Thus are persons treated at court ; 
when a favour is conferred, it is enhanced by the pleas* 

* M. de In Rochefoucault said, that the abb^ Tetu bad put water in- 
to tbe wine of the fathers; in speaking of his Christian stanzas uponvir 
riouB passages of the sacred writinga^ and of the fathen. 

t The phce of lieoteiinit-geiMna of ibe provtace of Lu^iitd«e. 
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ing aumiier in which it is done. MadiMue de Schom* 
berg, whom I saw yesterday, speaks of you in the most 
friendly maimer possible : she says she regrets the lost 
of 3^our company, and coold wish that you had received 
i» handsome a present as she. 

The extraordinary pleasures of Fontainbleau are 

mtich talked of ; I cannot help considering this a dan* 

geroas place : I think old intrigues should no more b^ 

tnoyed from place to place, than old people. The con* 

ttnuance of the attachment is often chiefly owing to ha* 

bit ; when the scene changes, it is in danger of. expir* 

ing. Madame de Cbulanges is entreated, urged, impor« 

toned, to go there ; she declines it on account of the ex* 

pense, for she could not aroid purchasing three or four 

new suits. She may go in a suit of black; good hea* 

yei» ! in black ! this would greatly diminish the expense. 

Marshal de Crequi has been very much indisposed ; 

he was given to understand, that if his disorder increas* 

ed, he had better leave the command of the army to 

marshal de Schomberg. Did you never hear of lame 

persons, who by an alarm of fire or a mad dog have run 

as nimbly as mountaineers ? Thus it happened on this 

occasion ; the name of the marshal de Schomberg, like 

a specific, immediately restored the marshal de Crequi 

to perfect health. Ee will no longer feign illness, and 

we shall soon see how he will deal with the Germans. 

The coadjutor has had very good success in ih^ afiair 
of his woods; he will be permitted to sell them : he 
seems to be in favour with M. de Colbert ; he is a happy 
man ; he has a solar countenance. He dined with me 
yesterday ; the name of Grignan has a surprising effect 
upon me. '* This, count, is the reason I do not hate you: 
are you not glad to see that dear face again, if it looks 
as well as I am informed it does ? Preserve that precious 
health; we are never happy when it is in the declining 
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State in which we have seen it : tbU idea always kaimU 
me. Crive me leate to recomaieiid Paafina to yoiu I 
make no doubt she is very pretty, aod.wiM be like her 
mother ; what think yo« of this reBemb lsnce i If my 
daughter leaves Grignan^ I approre of her leaving hot 
Hrrith your sister, upon eondttion that she be at Hbcrty 
to take her back again ; for this the sistera of Si. Mary's 
convMit might object lo." This^ my dear chiUi, iawbat 
my pen had to say to yon. On Wednesdays I answer 
two of yoor letters ; on Fridays I pVattie apon vHuykerer 
occurs. The barcm is in high spirits, voA thongh'he 
cannot stand upon his heel, be appears so Utile la bean 
objeel of compassten, that he is to be pitied for t^at 
▼ery reason. It is a perplexkif^ thiDg to be obliged Se 
jastify one's self upon certain subjects. 

Madame de Villars has written me a long letter abant 
you; I wiU send you her letters some day» tbey will 
highly amuse you. Madanie d^Heudicoort is in alitha 
glory of Niquee : she forgets that she is upon die point 
of lying in. The prince d'£lbeaf is extremely ^fee« 
able^ Mademoiselle de Thianges is a great beauty^ and 
is particularly assiduous in paying her court. Madame 
de Montespan was covered the other day with diaafeends ; 
the lustre of so bright a divinity was too daazling. The 
attachment appears stronger than ever ; kind l»xk» pass 
between them every RMunent; never was pamisD 
known to regam ground like this. Madame de la Fay- 
ette continues to travel on gea^^ly by the Rhone; and ^ 
my daughter, love you with a constancy equal ta tbak 
frith which this celebrated river flows from Lyons to the 
sea. This is somewhat poeticali bat it is not the iess 
true. 
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FHOM MAUAAftE. 0& siviCUIS 1 » TOfr COtHMT Mr gklWit 

tivri, July 30, 167?. 

How is it thaff I do not hear from you, my dear cou- 

sinr ? You wrote to me soon after your arrival at Busay, 

I answered your letter, and sent mine to my niece of 

Saint Mary: since then I have not heard from you. If 

you have received my letter, you are to blame ; if yo* 

h^ave Hot received* it, I acquit you. You will explain* 

this aJBTair, if you please : but I want some information 

also of yourself, and' the dear widow. Your- son i* iOv 

the wars, mine is at home. The wound in his heel has 

only* closed within a fortnight, and the ilesh is still so 

inflamed and tender, that he cannot yet walk upon it. 

In this state, however, he wishes to rejoin the army. I 

atn going to Vichi ; I shall set out on the 16th August,* , 

shall pass through Bbrgundy, and' take up my abode at 

Ejpoisses^ because Bourbilly is all in confusion, and from 

thence I shall again take the road to Vichi, where I- 

must be on the 1st of September. This is my plan; see,. 

my fhiend, what you can do to meet me. I embrace 

you, a^ usual, with all my heart, as I do also the happy 

widow. My daughter is in Provence at Grignan. Our 

dear Corbinelli is here, who will take ray place. 

FBonpiii OB eoaBTNeLLr. 
YxN>i bav« noHitng to do, it seems to me, but to step 
into your carriage the day afler her arrival at Epoisses, 
and go' there to see her. Fhave been upon the point of^ 
having the honour of conducting her thither myselC 
and aliterislaying' two days atBassy, of going to Dijon, 
»idfr6ii»-tfaeii9e'tO'Cfaalon5^: but can we ever do as we 
wish in this world ? There is a fatality, which sages ' 

▼OL. IV. F 
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call Proyidence, i^hich sets aside or overtarns our plans 
without our knowing how or why. Titus Lavius calls 
it inexpHcahilk visfati: " the inexplicable force of des- 
tiny/' He says in another place : Non mpitfaii neces^ 
sitatem humanis connliis; '* his art can never surmount 
the necessity of fate/' And how then could I conquer it ? 

Do you obtain intelligence of the court and of the 
army ? We hear of nothing but victories. . The prince 
df Orange only aims at the honour of being beaten^ and 
for that purpose he collects immense armies, to say like 
Hannibal in.Horace^ speaking of the Roman arms: 
Quos optimus fallere et effugere est triumphus. 
"All our glory henceforth will be to save ourselves fron^ 
their hands, or to hide oursel ves from them/' It is for ma- 
dame de Sevigne I translate my Latin; you will trans- 
late it better than I have done for madame de Coligny. 
Why do you not teach it her, after the Port Royal me- 
thod? it would only take you a fortnight Look at ma- 
dame de Fontevrauld, and madame de Sabliere ; they 
read Horace as we read Virgil. But to return to our 
folds. I was talking^ I believe, of the conduct of our 
enemies. Their triple alliance constitutes our strength. 
If all the other princes of Europe were to join them, 
they would be still more easy to conquer. This is be- 
cause our sovereign has, more spirit and good sense than 
any of them, more money, more valour, and more ex- 
perience. A little more Latin ; it is my whim to-day. 
This is jtist come into my head on our numerous allies: 
Vis consili expers mole ruit suft, 
** Strength without prudence destroys itself." 
And this on the king : 

Vim temperatam dii quoque provehunt in majus. 

' " The gods always give new victories to anniea that 
are well commanded.^' 
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LETTER DIV. 

MADAME DE S£VIGNB TO TRB COUNTESS D8 GR1GNAN. 

Livriy Tuesdajy August 3, I677. 
I ARRIVED here on Satarday morning, as I told you I 
should do. The comedy* we saw on Friday entertained 
us highly : it appeared to us to be a general representa- 
tion of mankind ; every one has his visions, some more 
some less extravagant. One of mine at present is an 
unceasing attachment to this beautiful abbey, which I 
admire as much as if I had never seen it before, and 
cannot but think you are greatly obliged to me when I 
quit it to go to Vichi. Tliis is one of the obligations 
with which I reproach the good abbe, when I have 
written two or three letters of business to Bretagne. 
You do not say a word about your health, and yet it is 
a thing by no means to be neglected: you will never 
recover as long as you continue thin ; and whether it 
proceeds from a blood over-heated and rarified, or from 
the lungs, you have great reason to fear that your juices 
will be dried up. I should like, therefore, that it was 
difficult to lace you, provided the fear of growing fat 
did not make you do penance, as it did last year; for 
every thing should be taken into consideration : but this 
fear cannot enter the head of a reasonable person more 
than once. 

I find you have better glasses than the abbe ; you 
certainly see how I behave when I expect a letter from 
you ; I take several turns upon the little bridge ; I leave 
my daughtet^s humour, and look with the humour of my 
mother, to see whether the servant is coming. Then I 
go back again^ and place myself at the end of th^ grove 

• The VUioninM bj DenMiett. 
t2 



31# Li^^rrsMi oifL 

which leads to the little bridge ; and, after taking seTc* 
ral turns in this mannev, I at last see the dear letter ar- 
rive : I receive it^ and read it with feelings which you 
can easily dirine^ for with your glasses you can see in- 
to every, tbingk I ex^ct the second this evening, and 
will answer it to-morrow. The gopd. stb.be is surpri3.e4 
that your journeys to Aix apd Mi^rs^illes^ and th« pay- 
ment of the guards^ should proye so expensive to you : 
you tell me your chateai) is, a great resource ; I agre^ 
with you ; but I would rathei; m^ke it my place of re- 
sidence through choice than necessity. You know what 
the abbe d'Effiat says; he.haf( married his mistress; he 
fras extremely fond of Veret before he was obliged to 
live there; but now that he dare not quit the place,, he 
can no logger bear to live in it. In shprt, nay child^ I 
advise you to follow all the good resolutions you have 
formed with regard to method and economy : this doe» 
not restore a family to its forqaer. splendour, but it ren- 
ders life less tedious and insipid. 

I have not seen M. de Lisl^bonpe's daughter^ but I, 
believe they are not so handsome as the sister of youjc 
princess. She * is still at Chaliot ; her mother is preg^ 
nant, and as much ashamed, as if she h^d como^itted^ 
a fault I have already returned you thanks, njylovely^ 
child, for all the favours you have conferred upon my. 
old friends. You must certainly have perceived howi 
sensibly madame de Lavardin was affected with your^ 
goodness* Madame de Marbeuf> who is nowhere^ sends 
you her best respects; she is. highly delighted with this» 
pretty little place; she says. it bears no resemblance to 
any thing sjie has, ever seen before. My friend Corbi- 
iielli is likewise wi^i^ me ; he intends to settle the con- 
ti;Qversy l^etw^pn you. on the. subject of epic p.oetry. 
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WedoMi^ moniiig. 

1 have receiYed your leCl^iir dftbeS««hof July : you 

teein to liave been in good tptiAu when you wrote 

it, and cheerfulness k n sigft of health : thb^ my 1:^« 

lov^d tihild^ is my way of reMOiting. Vou press tne to 

eofine toOrignan ; you taHc of your melons^ your figs, and 

your ^uits of all kifnds ; all! I ^vwild gladly partakb d 

them, but it is not the Will of Odd that I should take so 

agreeable a journey this y^ar; neither wilt you goH:o 

Vt<Ai. You tell me, my dear child, that ytfar regard 

is not visible in certain citcurastances ; t may liay ^e 

*«ne c»f mine, so that we fhoufld give each other ciiB^iik 

upon this article : I see youvs clearly, md I tfta s^'- 

6ed likewise as to my oWn ; this is one of 1^ tblAfft 

which are essrly foelieviMl) besca^^e they are ^vf^'y tHii 

ane of those truths whic^ tuitk easily 'e«tablfshed> li^e^a^ 

^ey are truths. 

i had heard some indiMindt accounts bf M. 4t MbhVi 
temsier's letter; I agree with you in %Nnki^ he ^ak^^ 
ia a manner every way wwthy of hittiself j f&k Ifti^W 
how high an opinion I have 'of 1ii6 virtil?^^. Ah 'MietH^ 
was made to deceive him, a»d thc^e ^o ui^deil^k II 
succeeded so far as to make hhn di^uise his tei^uag^ ) 
there they stopped however, and i^ did he. This i^<ah 
example of sincerity and honour, worthy of the ktiighlft 
of ancient chivalry. One thing is decided, my child^ 
you are certain of having the young ladies * with you | 
as you will be so many wise headft met togeth^r> ther^ 
can be no doubt you will hit Ufyoti the best eourse, akid 
that which is best calculated to promot!^ your interests ; 
peHiaps mine may square with them ; this weald give 
me great pleasure. 
I do not wend^er at the joy of the handsome abb6 at 

* The young ladiei of the Grigoan fiimily were mecei of the duchcM 
ot Montausier. 
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witmg himself in the castle of his forefathers, which 
every day becomes more beautiful and complete. M. 
de la Garde, of whom I speak with pleasure, because I 
have a great affection for him, gaye rise to those copies, 
which have made me so uneasy. I assure you, if it had 
not been for him, I should have continued my brutality ; 
I resisted interest, but I could not help yielding to 
friendship. If I were but twenty years of age, I would 
not discover these foibles to him. I was in a crowd, 
whilst every body round made an outcry against me. 
'* She is mad,'' said they ; *' she is jesJous ! Dues not* 
Mons. de St. Geran love his wife ? yet he has permitted 
^copies of her picture to be taken. I am. resolved to 
have a copy ; I will liot be refused: a fine tbingindeed, 
that she should think no one but herself has a right to 
her daughter's picture ! I am resolved to have a better 
one than hers.'' All this clamour would have given ni« 
no uneasiness, if M. de la Garde had not joined in it ; 
however, I bore it as well as I could, and now they may 
say what they please. You would laugh heartily if you 
knew all the vesnttion that this afiair has given me. As 
you are not fond of portrait-painting, I took it for 
granted you would be the first to turn me into ridicule. 
It is whimsical, but this original no longer appears to 
Bte either entire or precious ; this is a source of grief to 
me, but we roust expect to be mortified in every thing. 
The business is done, so let us talk no more of it ; this 
article is long and full enough ; but I could no more re* 
sist giving vent to my uneasiness, than I could keep my 
poor picture to myself. 

I expect my son shortly ; he is preparing to join the 
army ; it was not possible for him to do otherwise, and 
1 hope he will lay aside alt delays, that he may have th« 
full merit of so noble a resolution. All you say of him 
is excellent ; it is true, that a man who is not in love, is 
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the most busy creature in the world ; before he has waiteA 
upon inadame de ****, madame de ****, madaiile de 
****, and madame de •***, both the day and nighl 
are gone. I remember my son once made this answer 
to a person who censared the fair Sabli^re for incon^ 
stancy ; "No, no^ she still loves her dear Philadelphus ; 
it is true, indeed, that to make their love more lasting* 
ihey do not see . one another so long as they did for^ 
nierly^ and instead of twelve hours, he now does not 
pass above seven or eight at a time in her company ; 
but tenderness, passion, kindness, -and true fidelity, are 
still in possession of the fair one's heart, and whoever 
says the contrary, says an untruth^'' 

But lei US now talk a little of that truant heart which 
you consider as lost to you. I am inclined to think it 
h the heart of Roquesante, and that father Brocar has 
meddli&d a little unseasonably with that friendship; 
pray tell me if I am right. There is another person in 
the world whose afiectton aspires, you say, to equal 
mine : to say the truth, I see no difference ; and what 
will surprise you still more, I am not in the least jealous i 
on the contrary, it gives me inexpi-essible joy, and in- 
creases my regard and attachment to him. 

I am convinced of the pleasure it would give you to 
see yoor brother married : I am intimately acquainted 
with your heart, and know how it would be affected by 
so extraordinary a circumstance : it is no less extraordJ« 
nary, that you should not recover your rest and health' 
till after you had \e{i me ; but the sincerity with which 
you own it, is worthy of you ; and I am so much pleased 
at hearing you are better than when you were herey 
that I shall not quarrel with you upon that score. I 
doubt not>. but M. de Grignan will call you to account 
for the liberty you take in censuring his music ; you 
who are a mere novice in the art, compared to him. 



mbU i ^ g n m M t society yoa will hvtel IMia^ly <br 
mymtlf, I am but loo well convuiced liiat 1 44iou}d l>e 
fMleone ^ene; jiadife then the «fiect tbs ihoe^ wHl 
IttMnpon BBC ivheoIan«rithintMf<oa«cltivenityleagi]«B 
pfLyiow. Adieu^ ray deavest ckild, ftii not to ^i^ 
my Bemtmhrduces tm the coimt, tiie baodsonw a;bbe> 
Aod La Ganfe, «viio knows jn well how to sedmoe me. 

JJETTER DV. 

TO THB SAME. 

livri, Fridajr^ Aqgust 6, I67i^. 

I ^auuFB joiy leUer will be short this tiiae ; the «ae I 
wrote to you on Wednesday was the reverse. Madame 
de Marbegf gave pUce that day to madame de Cou<- 
langes^ Brancas^ and the faitbful Achates, who tibe very 
tame evening began to wrangle with Brancas iipon the 
subject of Jansenism ; for Brancas is never a MeUinst^ 
except when I have been bled; in the foo(^ and then he 
treacherously leaves me to support the holy father iSk* 
Ai^BStin alone. They wrangled to some purpose^ and 
Brancas^ being told that there was not much charity in 
the aty le of the little Utters published upon the eubject, 
inunediately drew the book from his pockel;^ and made 
it appear that it had been customary in all ages to com- 
mit heresies and erroneous opinions in that way. He 
was told> that things sacxed were there treated ludi* 
crov^y ; be then read the eleventh of those divine let- 
ters, in which the author fti^ly proves that they thera«^ 
iielves turn sacred things into a jest, in shart;, we took 
great pleasure in hearing the letters read. It was estra- 
otdinary to aee the convuisions of expiring prejudice, 
under the force of truth and reason. This amuseiAem 
was next day succeeded by another. 



Madame de Couhnges, uho was so obliging as to 
come here to see me, kindly communicated to us some 
of the stories which are told to amuse the ladies at Ver- 
sailles; and which is called lulling them. She then 
lulted OS, ahd toM us 6f a grefen island, in which a prin- 
te^ ^ds bt-ought tip mo)^ b^atiiilbl than the day ; thte 
flkitie^ bfeAthed upon hfer etery mottietit : the prince of 
OeUghtswas hfer lover; they both arrived onfe day in 4 
cirystal Ckfriage at the court of th6 king of Delights J 
II was an adriiitable sight, tvtty body looked up, and 
e^uld Ii6t fOfbear singing, ** Cotofe, comt, let us mak« 
ha»te, Cybfele our goddess i5 descending." This story 
Iteted an hour; I Ifeave out a considerable part of it, be^ 
ClKcrsfe^ as I understand, this green island is in the ocean} 
ybn are not obliged to know what passes there ; had it 
Im^tk in the Mediterranean, I would have told alU 
cS it Would doubtless be a discovery M. de GrignaA 
tr6n1d be yery glad to be made acquainted with. Wt 
hear no new$ of any kind ; gallantry and the concern^ . 
6t the gay world are entirely banished by Mars. Your 
brother, lest he should nbt find ^n opportunity of exert- 
ing himself, is resolved to go directly to the army ; h6 
tfrill go to Bourbon in October, if there should be occa-^ 
Ston. The reputation of these military gentlemen is s^ 
tender, that they had rather do too much than too little. 
Mademoiselle de Meri sends you some beautiful shoes; 
there is one pair so delicate that I think them only fit 
ttj sleep in : do you remember how this folly made you 
hiugh one evening ? I bate only to add, that I entreat 
you not to thank me, my child, for the trilling serviced 
I fender you ; consider the motive that gives rise to my 
actions . no one thanks another for being beloved ; your 
Oirn h^art must teach you a difibrent sort of gratitude.. 
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LETTER DVL 

TO THE SAXE. 

PuM, Toodqr evenin^y Ajagm. 10, ie77> 
You will DOl now have to complain that I send yoa 
no news. The report of the siege of Charleroi has 
made all the yoong people nm^ and even the lame ones 
toa My s(Hi sets oot to-morrow in a post-chaise with- 
oat any attendants; those who tell him he ooght not to 
go, woald he extremely surprised if he were to stay at 
home. It is highly praise-worthy in him to make such 
an effort to do bis doty. Bot do yoo know who are 
gone besides ? Only the duke de Lesdigui^res, the mar- 
quis de Ccsvres, Dongeao, La Fare, yes La Fare himself 
prince d'EIbeof, M. de Marsan, little de Villarceaux, 
and ttati quanti (all the rest). I forgot M. de Louvoi^ 
who set out last Saturday. Many are of opinion that 
nothing will result from all thb bustle, but a delay of the 
journey to Fontainbleau. M. de Vins, the whole body 
of ninsqaeteers, and a considerable number of soldiers, 
have entered Charleroi, so that it is thought, that, as the 
army commanded hy M. de Luxembourg b augmented 
by many regiments just come out of garrison, the prince 
of Orange will hardly attempt to lay siege to the town. 
Do you remember an afi&ir of this nature of which we 
once wrote a lamentable account from Lambesc, which 
did not come to hand till fi?e or six days after the siege 
was rais«d ? Perhaps they may go more gently to work 
this time, and think it sufficient to invest the town- 
noQse : you will soon know the result of this afiair. The 
departure of these undaunted warriors is at present the 
chief object of the public attention. I returned yester- 
diiy from Livri in order to take leave of my son, and 
}jrepare for my departure on Monday. But I must 
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liere inform you of an event that will surprise you, 
which is the death of poor mademotselle du Plessis 
Go^negaud*; she was taken ill last week; she was 
three times attacked by a fever, and at last grew deliri- 
ous : she was to have taken an emetic, but it was not 
given, because it was not the will of God that it should; 
and last night, being the seventh since her illness, she 
died. When I heard of her death this morning, I was 
both surprised and afflicted ; so many circumstances oc« 
curred to my memory, that I could not help weeping 
hitterly. It was mere accident that introduced me to 
her acquaintance; but our ' dispositions were exactly 
smted to each other, tind <L believe few of her old friends 
are more concerned at her death than I am. I went in 
quest of the whole family, but nobody was to be seen. 
I was desirous of giving the' holy w^er, add meditating 
upon the life and death of the deceased, but this wa« 
not agreed to ; then I went to madame de la Fayette's, 
where this melancholy event was much talk^ of. Sh^ 
had experienced many misfortunes in the latter part of 
her life ; ' a decree had been given in her favour, and so 
hard-hearted was M. Poncet, that he refused to sign it 
till certain trivial and unmeaning punctilios were settled; 
This unjust delay, which grieved her the more, as it was 
unexpected, had such an effect upon her, that sb^ re- 
turned home in a fever; from whence some have inferred; 
that M. Poncet was the first cause of her death, and that 
the business was completed by the physicians, who ne« 
glected to give her an emetic f : but we who consider all 
events as under the immediate direction of Providence, 

• Isabella de ChoUeul PraftUn, daughter of Charles de Choiseul^ 
marechal of France. 

f Emetics at first found as many adveisaries as bleeding found advo- 
cates. Thi^ was one of the most fatal wars physicians ever waged 
agaioft their patients. 
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nm of opwion, that her hour w«i cone, l^wikg beat 
6x«d irom all eienMiy, and that this coDcalenAtioa ^f 
Uttk circumstanceg serred only to hascen the catostra- 
ph0« Argttioeiits of this kiad« however* do not console 
tbase who are really grieved at her death ; hut she will 
Qot be much lamejited, tho grief expressed Air her by 
many aeeilis to be far from awcere. The general remark 
is* " nothing conld satisfy her^ misfortunes had soured 
her feemperj'^ and so on. I make no doubt but you c(mb- 
prebend my meaning. I have been a little prolix in my 
account of this event ; but I cannot help thinking you 
listen to me with attention ; just as I do to what yon 
write to me ; every word is precious^ and when you di- 
gress fiom your subject^ you please as much as whea 
you adhere closely to it. 

You have made a rough campaign in the Iliad ; the 
account you have given us of it is fuU of humour. It ia 
hoped marshal de Crequi^s campaign will prove more 
prosperous : the Germans are at Mouson * ; two years 
ago they were much farther -c^. The army of M. de 
Crequi has changed its name f, as you justly observed* 
M. de Schombefg has paid marshal de Crequi a visitj 
telling Him he quitted his garrison in order to serve as a 
volunteer under him ; that he was of no maraier of use 
there, and that he had written to the king to oficr him 
bis service as one of his old soldiers. Marshal de Cre* 
^i answered in the politest manner possible, and mar* 
shal de Schomberg is come back, not having found any 
tiling to do, 

Svery body here is upon the alerts whilst you ara 
philosophising at your chateau. You call don Robert 
a mere word-catcher. Good 6od I if he were l» pufo- 

* A town io Champagne upon tBe Meuse. 

f It before went bj the name of the umj of Schombeq;. 
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Ash all yoo say 1 *' No laist judgemenfc; Goil the aothor 
of good and evil; no such thing as sin!** Do you call 
all this word' catching } 

You hate then strictly observed the ceremonies of the 
country with your ladies. If they had ofifered to leave 
yoo, that you might write to me, you would have re- 
nounced me; what is a mother? how can any one 
write to a mother ? To deal plainly with you, my child, 
you spoil me to such a degree by your love for me, 
that 1 know of ifio family where affection appears to me 
strong enough. We have lately had M. de Simiane, and 
the good A*Escars at Livri; they were very well pleased 
with the jaunt: your little Arnoux was with us; he 
catne before them with Guintrandi, who upon this oc- 
casion discovered his usual inconstancy. Arnoux is be- 
come a very pretty fellow, but he is too pretty: he 
sometimes sings at Versailles ; he hopes M. de Rheims 
will engage him for his choir; he has seven hundred li- 
vres a year at the holy chapel ; he likes Paris extremely. 
Can you possibly think that a young man of his abilities 
could confine himself to Grignan in the hopes of a be* 
nefice ? it is a mere jest, he would not do it for five 
hundred crowns. Do not entertain such thoughts, 
count: do as I do ; when I see those who live with me 
uneasy, and want to better themselves, a desire takes 
hold of me of never seeing them again. I rejoice to 
hear you are in health : if you could contrive to restore 
mine, as well as you have done your own, I should not 
go to Vichi. I think your whey would be no bad re- 
miedy for me. I shall write no more till I receive your 
second letter. 

Wednesday mornii^, August 1 U 

I have receiTed your letter, my dear child, of the 4ih 
•f Ihis m«iith ; fft is of a tolerable length* (SuAr utlo^ 
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love and admire your letters : your style resembles a 
river that flows gently on j those who are acquainted 
with it can endure no other. You are not a proper judge, 
of it yourself; you reap no pleasure from it, for you do 
not read your own letters : we read them over and over 
again, and I think we are tolerable judges of epistolary 
writing; I mean Corbinelli, the baron, and myself. I 
cannot help thinking of the last words of your letter ; 
there is something terrible in them. " You can now 
suffer no farther \\\, for I am no longer with you ; I was 
the disorder of your mind, of your health, and of your 
house — I have been the cause of all your distress.'^ What 
words are these ! how can you use them, and how can 
I read them ? What you say is more afflicting than all 
my uneasiness, more afflicting than all that people 
were so cruel as to tell me when you went away. I 
thought they had wagered which should kill me the 
soonest. I find it is the same tune with you : I laughed 
at (hem, when I thought you were on my side; but 
now I see plainly that you are in the confederacy 
against me. lean give you no other answer, but that you 
made me a few days ago ; '* When all the measures we 
take to live happily. prove ineffectual, the sooner it is 
over, the better." I entirely agree with you; the 
sooner it is over, the better. I shall answer the remain* 
der of your letter on Friday. 

LETTER DVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, August 18, 1677. 
I SHALL say no more of the grief you have given me, by 
saying your presence was the cause of all my uneasiness 
aiid vexation : it is a strange idea that you have taken 
into your head, and very unlike my sentiments for you. 
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I could say a great deal upon this subject, but a thou- 
sand reasons obiige me to be silent ; I shall not however 
ask leave to think of it 

My son went off yesterday ; he is generally praised 
for his enterprising spirit: those who blame him for go* 
ing, would have said a thousand times worse of him if 
he had staid ; there is something whimsical in the opi- 
nion of the world upon tbese occasions; he will find it 
easier, howe?er, to justify himself for going upon this 
random ea4>edition, than for staying quietly at home. I 
must own> I approve of his design, so you see I can part 
with my children without much anxiety. 

I have for a long time adopted your opinion, that bad 
company is preferable to good : how dismal it is to part 
with the good ! and what a pleasure it is to get rid of 
the bad ! Do you remember how we were tormented at 
Fouesnel, and how overjoyed we were when the company 
thought proper to take their leave? I think we may 
then establish it as a maxim, that nothing is more de-*v 
sirable than bad company, and nothing more to be 
dreaded than good. Let whoever is puzzled with this 
enigma, call upon us for the solution of it. 

On Monday I shall pay a visit to our /riend Guitaat ; 
1 hope he will consider me as company that should be 
shunned: for my part, I always thought him a man 
that should be carefully avoided. His wife lies in here ; 
she is always in despair, as they have now a law-suit 
upon their hands. The worthy abb6 is now with me ; 
I am not very cheerful, as you may suppose ; but what 
does it signify ? 

It is confirmed that Charleroi is besieged ; if I hear 
any news between this and midnight, I will certainly 
let you know. M. de Lavardin, and all the gentlemeti 
who are without commissions., are gone to join the ar« 
my ; this to me appears a great folly ; however, I h<^ 
that all these mountains will only be delivered of mice. 
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TbejcMimey «f Lii6«igtiol« 16 fi««i; ym^l! IMti'hftft 
•II opp6rt«ifiUy of t)b«erTiiig htt lMg«khi!)|^> htifreiF^* 
ries^ and her thoaghtful dispofiitton : «he ftMi«tiiii^ 
Marts «p Of it were in surprise ; and ita«Rlii(ti6 de Cou- 
liAges sftys to her^ «* My fio^r «i«f«r, yi»u itrt Ihkikittg ^ 
nothing.'* ii«f sty)« in tiUoj^ther iniupporiablie ^ vM 
fliaket m< vulgar tnd antcHkih fTt)tii ttie feftr of <^attfaiAf 
her way of ttpim^^ h«r«ttlf. She has made ttio tt^ 
nounce deliest^y* refineiiietit, and politeness, f^ fear df 
lidoptin|{ eant, as yoa 6ay : it is a terHble thing to be 
«(iiite ruAticated. " I hope I ynay^ flatter myself that I 
do not displease yo« from the ardent desire I haV6 to 
make myself agresable ;^ and a thousand saeh insipid 
compliments^ which I sometimes have by heart, and 
Ibrget a few moments ^er. Wt Oall thesoe^pressionft 
^ the dogs of Basan/' they are quite mad. Adiea^ my 
beloved ehtid ; yield to no melancholy apprehenBions^ or 
I Shalt be assailed with a thousand ; is it not enough 
ibat yoa have told me already, that you v^te the cause 
of nothing bat affiiction to me f What language is this! 
what then can do me good, and what pleasure can t 
have in life without you? 

LETTER DVIII. 

to tltfi SAtefe. 

r«M, Sun^ eveaifig, A^gMt \i, i«77ft 
1 cau&» nerar have thought; my chiid, that a day so 
long expected could have been so exactly foreseen $ the 
aixteenthy however, which we have been wishing for 
these two months, is at last just arrited. I shall set out 
with the worthy abbv to«morrow at day- break: we are 
not in very high npirits^ but we have sottfe entertainkag. 
books ; and a< we shall not travel quite so fast as the 
'^'^'^Ap we shall have leisure to think of those we l9?e by 
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4iK iv«y« AiiiBe Mpivt WM cerrreift yem»rdtf}^ %hart 
4fae aie^of Ghadaroi -wae raiiiied : e>v«ry body considei* 
this as ominous, so ill an opinion has b«en conCeiveA 
<rf «ar encvnies ; this ihougfht gives ine pleasare, for I 
4o oo^ much like to thi»k of a battle. My son haft 
written to ne tmce ; 4;he wound in his heefl is increased 
'by the joHtag of the chaise. The danghter-in-taw yon 
iprcypose to me, whose constitution may be capable of 
bemring the greatest fatigoes, has a perfect resemblanoa 
te the beaotaovs Dcdcinea : I fancy we can expect n6 
vther match, for we ore shunned by every body el^e $ 
i find, by the aspect of the planets, that we were not 
fcom to be happy. 

Yon appear to me to be quite tired of the ladies of 
MDntelimart. Ahi why am I not with you to keep 
your apartmeBt qaiet, and gire you time to bi%athe# 
I see you are overwhelmed with the burden ; these «i^ 
flV^dged connexions ; such company does nM at aM 
Milt y<m: yo« simald be iei^to your amiable family; 
ell the members who compose it are now sttsembled^ 
Woukl to God the «;orf/{y could be tempted to go the«^ 
to visit the archbishop : pray contrive that the prelate 
laay write to him at Vichi ; who knows what an eiect 
it may produce ? For my own part, \ shall not meii« 
tion a syllalble to htm on the subject, as I well know 
the strong opposition he would certainly make to sueli A 
request from me : we must go quite a contrary way to 
work with him, to bring him to comply with our wish« 
es ; this is the only way to make any impression. 

As for you, count, you cannot possibly have so strong 
a desire to see me at Grignan, as I have to embrace you 
there. In the name of God, impute not to me the act 
of barbarity we are about to commit, it really oppresses 
my heart to think of it ; believe there is nothing I more 
tarnestly desire; but I am bound to the good abb6» 
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who inveDto so many wretched arguments against tbe 
journey, that I perfectly despair of making any impres* 
aion upon him. 

I dined to-day with the coadjutor : he complains of 
the <;rQelty of the abbe, who it seems left him alone nt 
Paris, poor soul/ without friend, acquaintance^ house, 
or the smallest knowledge of any place where he mighl 
hide his head. I have visited madame de Vins,*whl» 
most assuredly entertains a very high esteem for you ; 
she was here this morning with the abbe Amaud : I re- 
fused to comply with the request. they madame, to leave 
. them your picture to be copied at their house ; for the 
very idea of parting with it gives me so much pain, that 
I cannot possibly bear it at Vichi ; on my return, if I 
£nd I have collected sufficient strength to support tbe 
weight of such a trial, I will consent to it. I entreat 
you to be careful of your health, if you have any re* 
gard for me ; it is now so well confirmed, that, were it 
not on your account, I should give up all thoughts of 
my journey to Vichi. It is difficult to carry our ima* 
gination into futurity, when we are under no sort of un- 
easiness ; but you wish it, and it is done. - Madame de 
Coulanges has been my guide for the last two or three 
days ; she has given herself a great deal of trouble on 
my account ', indeed she. has thought of nothing but 
me. 

LETTER DIX. 

TO THE SAME. . 
Vilkneiive-le-Roi, Wednesday, Aug. 19, I677. 

Well, my child, are you satisfied at last ? You see I 
am now on the road. I set out on Monday, when the 
town was full of a piece of news which had not been so 
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muel) as suspected. I was extremely anxious to know 
ipirh^tber we had not given battle, for we have been un- 
deceived as to the raising the siege of Charleroi, which 
had beea^ we know not how> falsely reported. I there* 
fore begged M. de Coulanges to send me word to Melon, 
ivhere I was to sleep, what he learned from madame d« 
Liouvois relative to the affair : in short, I saw the ser« 
-vant arrive, who informed me that the siege of Charle* 
roi was raised in good earnest, and that he had seen the 
letter M. de Loavois had written to his lady ; so that, 
thank heaven, I can now pursue my journey, in tran* 
quillity; this, is certainly a great satisfaction, as I shall 
experience none of the inquietudes which are the natu« 
ral effects of war. What say you to this good-natured 
prince of Orange? Would you not be apt to imagine,, 
that his whole care is employed in rendering the waters 
of service to me, and turning our letters, written four 
years ago, into ridicule, in which- we very gravely rea* 
soned on an event that had nut come to pass ? Wi 
will take care he shall not catch us napping a third 
time*. 

I am now going to proceed on my journey, in which 
I follow you step by step : I had some little qualms al 
Viileneuve-Saint- Georges, on seeing, a second time, 
the place where we wept so heartily together ; the host^ 
ess appeared to me a good conversible sort of a person* 
age : I questioned her very earnestly about the state of 
your health the last time you were there ; she told me 
you were very melancholy, very thin, and that M. de 
Grignan tried what he could to raise your spirits, and 
prevail on you to eat something: so you see I gdessed 
but too truly. She told me she heartily partook of my 

• The experience of the prince of Orange wa« verjr ill seconded by 
the Spaniards. 
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Kiety ; that «hej le<s bad m lau^ter married «fc « 
f;reat distance -freen iier, and tint on the day of their 
fwrimg, they both f^nnted atvay. I fancied the daugk^ 
^er must be> at the lowest compatation^ as £ir as Lyoii& 
I asked lier, how she came to kt her go so far from ber ? 
She told me, it was for the sake^f an adyadtageoui 
«alcby with a very bonest mam, thank God ! I lihen 
asked the name of the place ; she told me it was at Pa* 
ris> that be was a batcher near the Mazarine palace^ 
vnd that he had the honour to serve M. da Maine, ma^- 
dame de Montespan, and very often his majesty: I 
leave you to meditate on the justness of the comparison^ 
as well as the sknpHcity of my good hostess. I:partodi 
fai her afflictioii, as she had done in mine. I have sinca 
travelled in the finest weather, through the mast deHgbt^ 
All country^ andtnrer the best roads m the world* Yo« 
told me it was wmter when you travelM this way ; It 
is now summer, and the ^eat season you can possiidy 
imagine. I am every where ioquiring after you, and 
have every wkcre the satisfaction to receive informal 
tion ; if I had heard no news of you since you passed 
this way, I shoald have been very unhappy, for I litear 
•f nothing but your thinness; bat I live in hopes the 
princess Oiympia will have made way for the princess 
Cleopatra. The good abbe is very careFut of me ; 
though I think the complaisance, alacrity, and atten* 
lion, he shows in what relates to me, are prqperl5' to be 
charged to yoar account ; since his extreme attention 
m conducting me safely, is, as he tells me, from hb 
great desire to oblige you : I told him I would take car^ 
you should be informed of his assiduity. We are now 
reading a history of the emperors of the East, written 
by a young princess, daughter of the emperor Alexis*. 

* The princess Anue Comn^ne wrote this history at the b^inali^ 
he twelfth century, which is in reality very interesttng, and hat been 



tt la 4«treiiie>y etttertaining ; litil> be. ib.kaewn to yoi^ 
MFe rei^ it wiihoat: any prejjodki: to Lucian.: I had ne^^ 
'y^j^r, tiUnofiff^ a^i^aRyof bis pieees, except four of ficai 
oelebralod ones^ thd nest aise im oveny cespect equal to. 
tii^ae : but what I pM&r ^veot tOi hiicioa, is. yiMr lafr-. 
t^i^ ; I aa^Fe y qi|» my se^fid foff thesk is ia na respect, 
owio^ to,iQy aff«cti«i ; yoU; maj^aidc adlyotur acquaints*. 
s^CQs : answer me> M. de Grigoan^ M. de la Gajrde^ 
ajad M. I'abbe ; is it not true> tha^ nobody writes aa: 
she does ? I accordingly amuse mysdl^ with two or threa» 
]« have brougiit with me. Wbaib.y^ia. say of a cettota. 
laiJ^ 4esepv6s to be piiojbsd. HowBvn 1 donoli netraoti;. 
I. baiife> see9< tbo stage-coaph pass^ andi am more fiiJiy;'' 
persuaded tbai»^e¥ert» that it. is impossibla to be langaish-^ 
log, in sqch. a. vebiole. A*piyopos« La. W^*^*!* bas.distin*- 
gnished herself by ber crael and, inbiunan. conduct on. 
the death of her motherf: she ought certainly to have 
lamented her, were it only from interested motives; 
s}ie is equally generous and. unnatural;' she has scandal- 
ised every body ; she did nothing but chatter and brush 
h^rteetby whilst the poory woman was dying. Lthinb 
I: hear you. exclaim at thi& Ah, my chiid> how ex- 
tremely opposite is your conduct! I have had very se- 
rious thoughts on this subject. Madame deG,^'*^'^^ had 
figured; high in life, had made the fortune of some, and' 
cpnstituted thehappiness and pleasure of others ; she had- 
aJiand in great afiairs ; she enjoyed the confidence of two: 
ministers (Mi de Chavigny and Ms Fouquet), to whose- 
taste she did real honour. She possessed great elevation 
of ipind, bad high views* and the arttof employing a^ 

HfU tniwlfttod by the-pMsideiil Cowim Ske^ gives- a very^ dtfiferent id«t 
of^the CMU8M and^dM' cwsMiet' from- what we ree^e from s» many 
b0Mttd|)ftikeg3Ffi^ 
t Madame 4e Gu^o^ud. See Letter of the 1 0th of August. 
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•plendid fortane to the most noble purposes ; the loss 
of this she was unable to support : the disorder of her 
affiiirs soured her temper, and she was irritated by mis- 
fortune ; this had a wonderful influence on every thing 
that related to her, and might possibly serve as a pre- 
text to the coldness of her friends*. In this respect her 
behaviour was quite opposite to that of M. Fouquet, 
who, though intoxicated with his exaltation, supported 
most heroically his disgrace : I have alwdys been struck 
with the comparison. These are the reflexions of ViU 
leneuve-le*Roi : you may easily judge there would have 
been no leisure for such meditations, but for the conve- 
nience of sitting entirely at my ease in my own carriage. 
I add to these, that I think the world is too easily con- 
soled at the death of a person whose good qualities cer- 
tainly very far exceeded her bad ones. 

Joigny, Wednssdaj eremng. 
We have had the finest ride imaginable since dinner! 
This is really a beautiful country, and a delightful lit- 
tle estate: though it has been let for no more than 
twenty thousand crowns since the late bad times, it was 
formerly rented at a much higher sum. There is only 
one life upon it, before it. will come into your posses- 
sion : this will be a lucky throw. How aire you ? do 
you begin to grow plump ? do you sleep well ? Count, 
you never say a word about my daughter ; does your 
pen refuse to set down any thing on thi^ subject ? Let 

*■ It has been seen elsewhere, that her husband, secretary of state, 
had been stripped of the greatest part ef his fortune by the chamber of 
justice that Colbert established against the financiers. Madame de Gu^ 
n^gaad was of the family of Choiseul. She interested herself warmly^ 
according to the spirit of the times, in the civil wus, and had consi- 
derable influence : she negotiated the return of the gntt Coadi^^ hi» 
faxaily and paxtbaosj to France, 
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me hear how your music goes on ; for that wife of 
yours i>egiiis, methinks, to play the learned and fine 
lady, and I am sometimes inclined to think she is no 
great admirer of your harmony. My advice to you i9, 
not to trouble yourself any more about Arnoux. His 
tiews are by no means directed towards your conveni- 
Mice at Grtgnan. He is young, gets a great deal of 
money, and will get still more; he even aspires to be 
admitted into the king's chapel. Do as I do, my dear 
count,' when I find people begin to be indifferent about 
me 3 which is, to adopt the resolution from that mo- 
ment, to be equally indifferent about them ; this pro- 
duces the happiest consequences imaginable. I supped 
the other evening with the marchioness d'Huxelles, 
where I found Rouyille, who spoke to me of you so se- 
riou^y, and with so much esteem and repect, that I 
really think he will not live long. I have an infinity of 
compliments besides, from your St Gerans, your de 
Vins, &c. ; ill short, enough to make up the number to 
which you want, as they say, to augment them, on ac- 
count of the discovery you happened to make the other 
day at Aix. I return to you, my dear child ; I grow 
uneasy at not hearing from you, and if I have no letter 
to-morrow, I shall really be grieved. I hope you will 
send me word whether I have guessed rightly in regard 
to the false heart you are unwilling to reckon upon. 

Attxerrt, Tbondiiy at noon. 
We are just arrived, after a tolerably hot journey. 
We saw the castle of Seignelai, as we passed, and be- 
stowed our blessing on it, so that we are in hope it will 
thrive. But we bad the misfortune not to lodge in the 
same place where you lodged* We were badly accom- 
modated, having contented ourselves with following the 
old beaten track* I have sent to the post-office, to know 
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whether there is- any letter for me ; the postn-nNMker it. 
seems was out. of the way» aod I wait his return. IMm 
wife told us she had lodged the counless de Grignaui 9m 
she passed that way, and that she looked rather tbiBr;^ 
that this was on a Friday, and that they had,, aotwith^ 
standings set the pot on the fire; but that the* count. atflir 
nothing but a few strawberries. I am quite vesed h>» 
haxre put up where there is such wretched accommodar** 
tions ; and the more so, as wet are to pass the remainder 
o/ the day here, to rest our horses. To-moraow wie» 
may expect ta reach Epoisses,. where* M% de €Uiitai«b 
will receive us with a hear4^y welcome. lam^sonny'Ii 
shall not have the pleasure of meeting hislady tfaiefei, 
who is a woman of very good sense, and o{ easy maa*' 
ners. She stays behind, on account of a law^-suit, wfaid» 
bas so hastened her reckoning, that she has sent as &cr 
as this place for her midwife, who is. to deliver her in 
the very heart of Paris: it is impossible to pay a greater 
compliment to the force of habit. L am wholly, yoiii»i 
my dearest ; I shall never be prevailed upon to believer 
it can possibly be for my advantage to be absent firoim 
you ; I did not think you couid hskve been persnadadi 
into this ridiculous notion; but you have wriHoOima; 
such things on this* head, as I shall, never foi^geh Wei 
shall be very much, to be pitied when your afiakfr obligor 
you to come and see me once mpre* 
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